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ABSTRACT 

 

 

  To answer the research question Are Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism 

somehow related to a New World Order? from the geopolitical studiesô angle, was the 

center of gravity of this thesis. In that context, the main goal was to analyze and 

compare Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism, characterizing them as ideologies. In the 

same line, it was also explained how those ideologies aim to shape a New World Order. 

Therefore, Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism were characterized as strategic plans as 

well. 

  The theoretical approach included assumptions from the realist theoretical 

tradition of International Relations, but the priority was given to the geopolitical 

studiesô approach tout court. The thesis is eminently a qualitative study, and the system 

of methods and techniques includes the phenomenological method, case study 

(comparative and single), process tracing and political personality profiling. 

  In respect to the structure, after having contextualized and explained both the 

geopolitical studiesô framework and the neoclassical geopoliticsô model in PART I, the 

study described and analyzed Neo-Eurasianist ideology and strategic plan in PART II. 

Whereas PART III was devoted to describe and to analyze Brazilian School of 

Geopolitics and Meridionalism as ideology and strategic plan, PART IV focused on the 

geopolitical analysis of Brazil, having measured the possibilities of success of 

Meridionalism and Neo-Eurasianism, namely in Latin America. PART V ended the study 

by assessing the power dynamics in the current world order, analyzing the debate 

between Dugin and Carvalho and testing some of its arguments.  

  Some of the major findings of this thesis include: (i) confirmation that both Neo-

Eurasianism and Meridionalism are both an ideology and strategic plan; (ii) refusal of 

the idea that Neo-Eurasianism aims to create a multipolar world; (iii) confirmation that 

Meridionalism tends to be an instrument of Neo-Eurasianism; (iv) confirmation that 

Neo-Eurasianism is integrated in the modalities of action of the revolutionary 

movement, which is co-driven by the Russian intelligence community. 

  Concerning other results it should also be pointed out: (i) the effort for 

systematization of new and progressive theoretical framework for geopolitical studies; 

(ii) systematizing and reinforcing neoclassical realism as theory and as a complement to 

the neoclassical geopoliticsô model; (iii) the creation of the new concepts: 

geoconjunctive (processes) and geomisguidance; (iv) verification of a correlation 

between continentalization as Brazilian School of Geopoliticsô conception, and the 

South American integration maneuver; (v) identification of ideological and strategic 

connections between Meridionalism, Neo-Eurasianism and São Paulo Forum. 

 

 

 

KEYWORDS 

 

Territoriality, Geopolitical Studies or Neoclassical Geopolitics, Neo-Eurasianism, 

Meridionalism, New World Order, State, Foreign Policy 
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ABSTRAKT V ĻEĠTINŉ 

 

 

OdpovŊŅ na zkoumanou ot§zku: ñSouvis² Neo-Eurasianism a Meridionalism 

nŊjak s NovĨm svŊtovĨm Ś§dem?ò z pohledu geopolitick® studie, byla tŊģiġtŊm t®to 

práce. V této souvislosti bylo hlavním cílem analyzovat a porovnat Neo-Eurasianism a 

Meridionalism, pŚiļemģ je charakterizuji jako ideologie. V t®ģe linii bylo tak® 

vysvŊtleno, jak maj² tyto ideologie za c²l formovat NovĨ svŊtovĨ Ś§d (proto tak® byly 

klasifikovány jako strategické plány).           

TeoretickĨ pŚ²stup zahrnoval pŚedpoklady z teoretick® realistick® tradice 

mezinárodních vztahŢ, ale byla d§na pŚednost geopolitick® studii tout court. Tato 

práce  je plnŊ kvalitativn²m vĨzkumem, syst®m metod a technik zahrnuje 

fenomenologickou metodu, pŚ²padovou studii (srovn§vac² a jednotlivou), sledov§n² 

procesŢ (process tracing) a profilov§ní politické osobnosti. 

            Pokud jde o strukturu, tak v ļ§sti i byly contextualizov§ny a vysvŊtleny r§mce 

geopolitické studie a modelu neoclacické geopolitiky, kdeģto v ļ§sti ii byla pops§na a 

analyzována Neo-Eurasistská ideologie a strategický plán. Ļ§st iii byla vŊnov§na 

pops§n² a analyze brazilsk® geopolitick® ġkoly a Meridionalismu jako ideologie a 

strategick®ho pl§nu, cast iv pak byla zamŊŚena na geopolitickou analĨzu Braz²lie, kter§ 

posouzela moģnosti ¼spŊchu Meridionalismu a Neo-Eurasianismu, zejména v Latinské 

Americe. Ļ§st v dovrġila studii posouzen²m s²ly dynamiky v souļasn®m svŊtov®m Ś§du, 

analyzujíc debatu mezi Duginem a Carvalho. 

            NŊkter® z hlavn²ch z§vŊrŢ t®to pr§ce zahrnuj²: (i) potvrzen², ģe Neo-Eurasianism 

je ideologií a strategickĨm pl§nem; (ii) potvrzen², ģe Meridionalism m§ tendenci bĨt 

pouhým nástrojem Neo-Eurasianismu; (iii) potvrzen², ģe Neo-Eurasianism je integrován 

v modalities of actoin revoluļn²ho hnut², koordinovan®m ruskou zpravodajskou s²t². 

            Pokud jde o dalġ² vĨsledky, je tŚeba rovnŊģ pouk§zat na: (i) snahu o systemizaci 

nového a progresivního teoretického základu pro geopolitické studie; (ii) systematizaci 

a pos²len² neoklasick®ho realismu jako teorie a jako sloģky modelu geopolitick® studie; 

(iii) vytvoŚen² novĨch konceptŢ: geoconjunctive (procesy) a geomisguidance; (iv) 

ovŊŚen² korelace mezi continentalizac², jako pojet²m brazilsk® geopolitck® ġkoly, a 

integraļn²m procesem v Latinsk® Americe; (v) identifikaci ideologick®ho a 

strategického spojení Meridionalismu a Neo-Eurasianismu se São Paulo Forumem. 

 

 

 

KLIĻOVĆ SLOVA 

 

Teritorialita, Geopolitické Studie nebo neoklasická Geopolitika, Neo-Eurasianismus, 

Meridionalismus, NovĨ svŊtovĨ Ś§d, st§t, zahraniļn² politika 
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RESUMO EM PORTUGUÊS 

 

 O centro de gravidade desta tese doutoral materializou-se na tentativa de 

responder à questão: estarão o Neo-Eurasianismo e o Meridionalismo de alguma forma 

relacionados com a Nova Ordem Mundial? sob o ângulo estrito dos estudos 

geopolíticos. Nesse contexto, o principal objectivo foi analisar e comparar o Neo-

Eurasianismo e o Meridionalismo, caracterizando-os como ideologias. Nessa linha, foi 

também explicado como essas ideologias tencionam moldar a Nova Ordem Mundial. 

Por conseguinte, foram classificadas também como planos estratégicos. 

 A abordagem teórica incluiu suposições da tradição teórica realista das Relações 

Internacionais, embora a prioridade tenha sido atribuída à abordagem dos estudos 

geopolíticos tout court. A tese é eminentemente um estudo qualitativo e o sistema de 

métodos e técnicas inclui o método fenomenológico, estudo de caso (comparativo e 

único), rastreamento dos procedimentos e perfil da personalidade política. 

 No que respeitou à estrutura, depois de ter contextualizado e explicado, quer o 

quadro mental dos estudos geopolíticos, quer o modelo da geopolítica neoclássica, na 

PARTE I, o estudo descreveu e analisou a ideologia e o plano estratégico do Neo-

Eurasianismo na PARTE II. Enquanto a  PARTE III foi dedicada à descrição e à análise da 

Escola Brasileira de Geopolítica e do Meridionalismo enquanto ideologia e plano 

estratégico, a PARTE IV aplicou a análise geopolítica ao Brasil, tendo medido as 

possibilidades de sucesso do Meridionalismo e do Neo-Eurasianismo, nomeadamente 

na América Latina. A PARTE V encerrou o estudo, tendo examinado com detalhe as 

dinâmicas de poder na ordem mundial dos nossos dias, através da análise do debate 

entre Dugin e Carvalho, testando alguns dos argumentos ali apresentados. 

 Entre as conclusões mais relevantes desta tese incluem-se: (i) a confirmação de 

que o Neo-Eurasianismo e o Meridionalismo são simultaneamente uma ideologia e um 

plano estratégico; (ii) a recusa da ideia de que o Neo-Eurasianismo está empenhado na 

construção de um mundo multipolar; (iii) a confirmação de que o Meridionalismo 

releva uma tendência para se tornar um instrumento do Neo-Eurasianismo; (iv) a 

confirmação de que o Neo-Eurasianismo se encontra integrado nas modalidades de 

acção do movimento revolucionário, este último co-dirigido pelos serviços de 

intelligence da Rússia. 

  Outros resultados devem, de igual modo, ser listados: (i) o esforço para a 

sistematização de um novo e progressivo quadro teórico para estudos geopolíticos; (ii) a 

sistematização e reforço da teoria do realismo neoclássico, enquanto complemento, no 

modelo dos estudos geopolíticos; (iii) a criação de novos conceitos: geoconjunctive 

(processes) [processos geoconjuctivos] e geomisguidance [geo-desorientação]; (iv) a 

verifica­«o de correla­«o entre ñcontinentaliza­«oò como concepção da Escola 

Brasileira de Geopolítica e a manobra de integração da América Latina; (v) a 

identificação de ligações ideológicas e estratégicas entre o Meridionalismo, o Neo-

Eurasianismo e o Foro de São Paulo. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

This theoretical and empirical study is located in the field of geopolitical studies. 

Essentially devoted to the academic community ï as in the majority of times a scientific 

work is ï the following research piece aims to analyze and to compare Neo-Eurasianism 

and Meridionalism, to characterize them as ideologies, and to explain their roles in the 

current state-of-things of the world affairs, i.e. to explain how these ideologies aim to 

shape a New World Order, hence, defining them as strategic plans. 

In order to pursue that goal, the main research question can be formulated in 

these terms: are Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism somehow related to a New 

World Order? 

As it will be stated in the section of the literature review [cf. INTRODUCTION, 

State of the art], the majority of the studies about Neo-Eurasianism have been 

neglecting the subject of a possible causal relation between the Neo-Eurasianist project 

and the power dynamics on the international arena from the geopolitical studiesô 

viewpoint. In fact, the preferences of the researchers have been mainly falling in 

historical roots or pure ideological concerns, often regarding internal politics. As for 

studies about Meridionalism, they are very few only, and none of them adopted the 

geopolitical approach. 

After the irruption of the Ukrainian crisis in November 2013, several scholars 

and journalists started to pay more attention to Neo-Eurasianism, and its main 

proponent Aleksandr Dugin. Hence, they started to refer to problems that are comprised 

by the object of geopolitical studies. However, many of those approaches have often 

revealed conceptual confusions and even sarcasm that does not help in understanding 
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what is at stake. Therefore, the literature has remained pulverized, and lacked a 

systematic geopolitical approach. 

Consequently, a logical-scientific analysis of Neo-Eurasianism and 

Meridionalism as self-named ñGEOPOLITICAL DOCTRINESò, and also of their academic 

and political connections still remains a necessity in the academia. 

The authorôs ócuriosity, fascination and indignationô
2
 about the current state of 

things related to Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism stimulated the problematization 

of the object, once it was verified that the rules pointed out by Eco were respected
3
. 

In order to achieve logical solidity, this study intends to present a coherent text 

full of internal references. In addition, the most important technical concepts will have a 

particular reference in CAPITAL LETTERS, and they can be found duly defined at the final 

glossary [cf. APPENDIX 2] or in the body of text, for a better understanding of the whole 

study
4
. 

 

 

 Problem  

 An accurate formulation of the problem with the view of achieving a careful 

delimitation of the object of this study is required. This thesis aims to be a monograph 

and not a ópanoramicô work
5
. In these terms, a ñproblemò means a logical inconsistency 

that it is proposed to identify, to analyze and to explain. 

Neo-Eurasianism claims that the ñWestern Civilizationò
6
 ï and the U.S.A. in the 

quality of its most powerful representative ï is imposing a ñunipolar worldò and ñglobal 

liberal hegemonyò all over the globe. It does so through spreading values such as: ñfree 

                                                 
2
 Barbara Geddes, Paradigms and Sand Castles ï Theory Building and Research Design in Comparative 

Politics (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2003), 28. 
3
 Vide Umberto Eco, Como se faz uma Tese em Ciências Humanas, trans. Ana Falcão Bastos e Luís 

Leitão  (Barcarena: Editorial Presença, 2007), 33. 
4
 The existence of a glossary in this study is considered as absolutely imperative. In fact, óé social 

phenomena are concept-dependentô (Andrew Sayer, Method in Social Science: A Realist Approach (New 

York: Routledge, 2010), 20), thus concepts need a precise definition in their use. 
5
 Umberto Eco, Como se faz uma Tese em Ciências Humanas, trans. Ana Falcão Bastos e Luís Leitão  

(Barcarena: Editorial Presença, 2007), 35. 
6
 For example: Aleksandr Dugin, óThe Multipolar World and the Postmodern,ô last modified May 2014, 

Journal of Eurasian Affairs, http://www.eurasianaffairs.net/the-multipolar-world-and-the-postmodern/ or 

Aleksandr Dugin, óThe USA and the New World Order,ô Giuliano Morais & Ricardo Almeidaôs blog, 

March 7, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/03/alexander-dugin-introduction.html 
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market economyò, ñpolitical democracyò and ñhuman rights ideologyò
7
. Meridionalism 

agrees with this analysis of the environment. 

However, through a preliminary empirical observation of international arena, 

identifying certain facts (e.g. mutations in the democratic systems, shift in moral 

standards, confusing models of education, the frame of radical ecological concerns), it 

seems that the world is far from being ñunipolarò in Duginôs terms
8
 and that the U.S.A. 

has not been imposing any ñglobal liberal hegemonyò. In fact, if there is a ñhegemonyò 

that is neither global nor liberal. 

Besides, also contradicting the Neo-Eurasianist and Meridionalist claims, the 

U.S. (and Israeli) national sovereignty canons seem to have been, at least from some 

perspective
9
, the most important obstacles against the establishment of a ñworld 

hegemonyò, a WORLD GOVERNMENT [cf. APPENDIX 2]. 

Consequently, logical inconsistencies between Neo-Eurasianist (and 

Meridionalist) descriptions of world politics and the current real global circumstances 

can be pointed out. The problem is identified and then requires analysis and 

explanation. Strictly focused on Neo-Eurasianism and on Meridionalism, the problem is 

to be analyzed from the angle of geopolitical studies exclusively. 

Therefore, a panoramic thesis, such as «The New World Order in the Future», 

although a contemporary issue too, does not constitute an objective of this study. In the 

same way, problems concerned with Security Studies, or Political Theory stricto sensu, 

even if connected with the object, are not included in the primordial goal of this thesis. 

 

 

Contextualization 

 As it was affirmed, the thesis is a monograph. Nevertheless, that does not mean 

that the context should be neglected
10

.  

The end of the Cold War brought the U.S.A. to the position of World 

superpower. The communist bloc ï as visible institutional structure ï was formally 

dissolved in 1989-1991, i.e. at that period took place a changing process in the 

                                                 
7
 Alexander Dugin, Eurasian Mission ï an Introduction to Neo-Eurasianism (United Kingdom: Arktos, 

2014), 101. 
8
 The definition of ñunipolar worldò by Dugin is different from the realist definition of ñunipolar worldò 

[cf. APPENDIX 2 and Section 4.2.3]. 
9
 Namely: Olavo de Carvalho, óNacionalismo americano ï I,ô Olavo de Carvalhoôs website, March 22, 

2011, http://www.olavodecarvalho.org/semana/110322dc.html 
10

 Umberto Eco, Como se faz uma Tese em Ciências Humanas, trans. Ana Falcão Bastos e Luís Leitão  

(Barcarena: Editorial Presença, 2007), 39. 
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international relations
11

. Additionally, after 9/11, that dynamics of transition seemed to 

have suffered a velocity increase (e.g. financial crisis and Russian war against Georgia 

in 2008, instability in Ukraine since 2013, Russian annexation of Crimea in 2014). 

This study is inserted in this environment of modification of powersô status quo 

at both the levels of (i) the international system (e.g. globalization, transnational issues) 

and (ii)  statesô foreign policy decision-making and outcomes (e.g. Brazil and Russia). In 

fact, the center of gravity of the study is the comparative analysis of two ideologies that 

target to alter the international status quo, through both changes on the international 

system and shaping foreign policy outcomes. 

Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism demand for a radical change on the 

international chessboard, which structural core lines remain since the end of World War 

II (e.g. U.N. Security Council, end of hegemony of European countries, emergence of 

the Third World, growth of multinational institutions). These structural lines persist, 

despite the mentioned changes of the transitional period. 

This thesis brings Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism to the academic debate, 

dealing with them through the innovative way of the neoclassical geopoliticsô approach 

pointing out incoherences and, at the same time, covering gaps in the literature.  

One of the fundamental purposes of the study is to link Neo-Eurasianism and 

Meridionalism to politics, revealing their real impact and their potential impact, in the 

context of NEW WORLD ORDER projects.  

The research focuses on the period from 1991 (which corresponds to the 

collapse of USSR and the resurgence of Russian ñgeopoliticsò) until the present (2016). 

In spite of such time delimitation, the analysis requires historical elements (revisiting 

aspects until roughly the 15
th
 century), in order to, for example, explain the roots of 

Neo-Eurasianism or to better understand Brazilian School of Geopoliticsô roots. 

 

 

State of the art 

At this point, the next task consists of summarizing synthetically and critically 

the findings of the literature about Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism, through a 

homogeneous literature review in the line of King
12

. 

                                                 
11

 óWe are in a period of profound change in international relations and foreign policy.ô Charles Herman, 

óChanging Course: When Governments Choose to Redirect Foreign Policy,ô International Studies 

Quarterly, vol. 34, no 1 (Mar 1990): 3. 
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The bodies of documentation were skimmed in this order of importance: (1) 

articles in refereed, international journals; (2) books or chapters in edited books; (3) 

articles in refereed, national journals; (4) conference papers; (5) PhD thesis and Masters 

dissertations, plus scholarly papers; (6) websites; (7) articles in non-refereed journals. 

The literature review will start with Neo-Eurasianism firstly. 

 

Previous research about Neo-Eurasianism 

 As mentioned, this study agrees with the classification of Neo-Eurasianism as 

ideology. This classification, extensively covered by the literature (as it will be 

verified), leads to the conclusion that Neo-Eurasianism cannot be understood as a 

geopolitical study. In fact, and as the arguments in the Subchapter 1.2 will sustain, in 

the domain of neoclassical geopolitics, ideological submission is incompatible with the 

geopolitical approach. This issue will receive great attention [cf. Section 4.2.4.].  

At this level, one of this thesisô most important assignments is to delimit and to 

define clearly the concepts (e.g. GEOPOLITICAL DOCTRINE, IDEOLOGY) [cf. APPENDIX 2]. 

 

On studies about (Neo-)Eurasianism, Laruelle, as well as Umland and 

Shekhovtsov, are perhaps the greatest authorities. They remain on the top of the list by 

the amount of scientific analysis about the matter, at least. 

Laruelle has been underlining that Neo-Eurasianism is presented to the élites of 

former-USSR countries, Turks, and even to the Chinese élites, as a ñgeopolitical 

alternativeò between East and West
13

. The methodology used by that author goes 

through philosophical, historical, sociological, cultural studies, but can hardly be 

included in the strict geopolitical scholarship. For example, in another of Laruelleôs 

work
14

, once again, philosophical, historicist, cultural and linguistic (ï concerning 

Trubetzkoyôs contribution ï) vectors can be easily identified. Although it is not aimed 

to affirm that the geopolitical object (geopolitical factors, ®litesô perceptions, etc.) is 

totally absent in this particular book
15

, the fact is that Laruelle has been focusing mainly 

                                                                                                                                               
12

 Gary King, óPublication, Publication,ô PSOnline, (2006): 122-123. 
13

 Marlène Laruelle, óThe two faces of contemporary Eurasianism: an imperial version of Russian 

nationalismô Nationalities Papers vol. 32, no. 1 (March 2004). 

Marl¯ne Laruelle, óLe n®o-eurasisme russe: Lôempire apr¯s lôempire?ô Cahiers du monde russe vol. 42, 

no. 1 (January 2007). 
14

 Marlène Laruelle, LôId®ologie Eurasiste Russe - Ou Comment penser l'Empire (Paris: lôHarmattan, 

1999). 
15

 In fact, by the end of that book, facts or ideas with geopolitical significance can be found in a more 

substantial manner (e.g. territorial issues, and Russian foreign policy purposes against the West); or even 
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on the 20s classical Eurasianism, its philosophical roots, and historic-political views 

concerning Russia
16

. Thus, Laruelleôs work is not about applying the geopolitical 

studiesô approach and its tools. 

 Nevertheless, Laruelle has not been focusing exclusively on historical 

discussions. She has been calling the attention to the fact that Neo-Eurasianism has been 

spreading in many spheres, and it has been welcomed in the post-soviet space 

particularly (e.g. Kazakhstan, or in the areas of Tatarstan). In this context, Laruelle 

devoted one entire section of one of her books to the topic ógeopolitical theories of 

Duginô
17

. The connections between Islam and Neo-Eurasianism were also extensively 

covered in that book too [about this topic: cf. Subchapter 9.2.]. 

This said the work of Laruelle is essential in providing a basic set of ideas for a 

geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism, in spite that she does not belong to neoclassical 

geopolitics approach. 

Bassin also focused on the philosophical pillars of Eurasianism
18

. However, he 

produced a core reading for the definition of concepts of Neo-Eurasianism (e.g. West, 

Eurasia) afterward
19

. Still, the framework of geopolitical analysis is inexistent in 

Bassinôs approach too. 

From a historical point of view, working with the ñwesternizationò and 

ñeurasianizationò approaches on Russian politics, Ferrari made use of the terminology 

óforestô and ósteppe,ô which are keywords of Neo-Eurasianism
20

. However, this book is 

far from an analysis of the Neo-Eurasianist phenomenon. It is rather a broad cultural 

study on ñRussiaò since even esoteric characteristics of the Russian sphere (e.g. Elena 

Blavatsky) are included there. 

Using discourse analysis debating Foucauldian approach ï yet, providing an 

excellent contextualization ï Hºllwerth analyzed the coherence of Duginôs 

                                                                                                                                               
other papers that Laruelle was author or co-author of comprised some ties with the geopolitical analysis ï 

e.g. Marl¯ne Laruelle, and S®bastien Peyrouse, óRecomposition g®opolitique sur le vieux continent? 

L'Organisation de coop®ration de Shanghai,ô Revue internationale et stratégique vol. 4, no. 72 (2008). 
16

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, óLes id®ologies de la çtroisi¯me voieè dans les années 1920: le mouvement eurasiste 

russe,ô Vingtième Siècle, Revue d'histoire vol. 10, no. 70 (2001). 
17

 Marlène Laruelle, La quête d'une identité impériale. Le néo-eurasisme dans la Russie contemporaine 

(Paris: Petra, 2007) 
18

 Mark Bassin, óRussia between Europe and Asia: The Ideological Construction of Geographical Space,ô 

Slavic Review vol. 50, no. 1 (Spring 1991). 
19

 Mark Bassin, óEurasianism ñClassicalò and ñNeoò:  The Lines of Continuityô in Beyond the Empire: 

Images of Russia in the Eurasian Cultural Context, ed. Tetsuo Mochizuki (Sapporo: Slavic Research 

Center, 2008). 
20

 Aldo Ferrari, La foresta e la steppa. Il mito delôeurasia nella cultura russa (Milano: Mimesis, 2012). 
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Weltanschauung in detail
21

. Still, also here the methods are far from those used by a 

geopolitical study, although Höllwerth skimmed practically all geopolitical concepts 

used in the Neo-Eurasianist rhetoric (e.g. TELLUROCRACY, THALASSOCRACY, SPACE, 

Bipolarity, Multipolarity, Axis). 

Despite the catch eye title, Simonsô book emphasized less Neo-Eurasianism as 

ideology, than policy prescriptions and suggestions for U.S. foreign policy on the 

subject: ñhow to deal with Russia?ò
 22

. 

 

Neo-Eurasianism as Ideology I 

If it  is not a geopolitical approach ï as it claims to be ï what is Neo-Eurasianism 

then? Shekhovtsov and Umland categorized Neo-Eurasianism as a óévague 

ideologyéô
23

. Explicitly, Umland et al.
24

 included Neo-Eurasianism in the category of 

an ultra-nationalist [sic] movement, structured by right-wing extremist purposes, with a 

clear impact on Russian politics. Besides, they also discussed the increasing relevance 

of Dugin within the spheres of Russian élites. This matter will  be taken back right 

below. 

Umland, in one of his many conference papers on the topic, synthesized Duginôs 

main ideological influences
25

. Umlandôs perspective that Neo-Eurasianism is a óradical 

right-wing ideologyô was then restated. 

The academic debate between Umland and Gregor, whether Dugin is a fascist 

(Umland conclusion) or not a fascist (Gregorôs claim), situates the problem in the same 

field: no matter the inclination, Duginôs Neo-Eurasianism remains an ideology indeed
26

. 

                                                 
21

 Alexander Höllwerth, Das sakrale eurasische Imperium des Aleksandr Dugin. Eine Diskursanalyse 

zum postsowjetischen russischen Rechtsextremismus (Stuttgart: Ibidem-Verlag, 2007). 
22

 Thomas Simons, Jr., Eurasiaôs New Frontiers: Young States, Old Societies, Open Futures (Ithaca, New 

York: Cornell University Press, 2008). 
23

 Anton Shekhovtsov and Andreas Umland, óIs Aleksandr Dugin a Traditionalist? "Neo-Eurasianism" 

and Perennial Philosophy,ô Russian Review Vol. 68, no. 4 (October 2009): 662. 
24

 Andreas Umland, Roger D. Griffin, Michael Minkenberg, Michael Hagemeister, Robert L. Paarlberg, 

Robert C. Otto, óToward an Uncivil Society? Contextualizing the Recent Decline of Extremely Right-

wing Parties in Russiaô Demokratizatsiya The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization Vol. 10, no. 3 

(April 2002). 
25

 Andreas Umland, óIdeology or Strategy? The Role of "Neo-Eurasianism" in Aleksandr Duginôs Quest 

for Cultural Hegemony,ô Conference: Panel XII.17 "Eurasianism Then and Now: A Comparison of 

Classical and Post-Soviet Eurasianism", VIII World Congress of the International Council for Central and 

East European Studies, Stockholm, Sweden, 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/255971336_Ideology_or_Strategy_The_Role_of_Neo-

Eurasianism_in_Aleksandr_Dugins_Quest_for_Cultural_Hegemony 
26

 Andreas Umland and A. James Gregor, óDugin Not a Fascist? A Debate with A. James Gregor (6 

texts),ô Erwägen-Wissen-Ethics vol. 16, no. 4 (2005) 

http://www.academia.edu/174269/Dugin_Not_a_Fascist_A_Debate_with_A._James_Gregor_6_texts_ 
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Finally, in his book Ivanov
27

 conjectured about the mutations that Dugin makes 

concerning new forms of ófascismô [Neue Rechts]. That conjecture will be connected to 

the revolutionary dialectic [cf. Subchapter 4.2. & Subchapter 9.2.]. Based on the idea of 

the international connections of Neo-Eurasianism, Ivanov also speculated about the 

possible consequences of Neo-Eurasianism in Russian politics. 

 

Neo-Eurasianist and Duginôs influence on Politics 

In addition to (a) the already mentioned ñrecurrent historical descriptionò of 

roots of Eurasianism, and (b) the rise of Neo-Eurasianism during the 90s, the topic of 

the impact of Neo-Eurasianist ideas on politics constitutes a huge debate in the 

literature. There is already research that provided a detailed explanation of Duginôs 

direct influence (past and present) on certain politicians (G. Ziuganov, V. Zhirinovsky 

and A. Rutskoy
28

; Sokolov, Torshin, Aslakhanov
29

)
30

. 

As an expert in this domain, Laruelle could not ignore the impact of Neo-

Eurasianism on politics. Thus she also investigated about the engagement of Neo-

Eurasianist leaders within the Russian political system
31

. 

Duginôs biography concerning his career (growing influence and establishing 

himself into the Russian mainstream) constitutes an essential element to understanding 

the whole dimension of Neo-Eurasianism as well
32

. 

                                                 
27

 Vladimir Ivanov, Alexander Dugin und die rechtsextremen Netzwerke. Fakten und Hypothesen zu den 

internationalen Verflechtungen der russischen Neuen Rechten (Stuttgart: Ibidem, 2007). 
28

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, óThe two faces of contemporary Eurasianism: an imperial version of Russian 

nationalismô Nationalities Papers vol. 32, no. 1 (March 2004). 
29

 Andreas Umland, óThe Strange Alliance between Ukrainian "Progressive Socialism" and Russian 

"Neo-Eurasianism",ô History News Network [George Mason University] April 17, 2006, 

http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/23821 
30

 An extensive list of politicians may be found on: Andreas Umland, óFascist Tendencies in Russiaôs 

Political Establishment: The Rise of the International Eurasian Movement,ô Russian Analytical Digest no. 

60 (May 2009): 14-15. 
31

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, ó(Neo-)Eurasianists and Politics: "Penetration" of State Structures and Indifference to 

Public Opinion?ô Russian Politics and Laws  vol. 47, no. 1 (2009): 90-101. 
32

 For example: 

Andreas Umland, Roger D. Griffin, Michael Minkenberg, Michael Hagemeister, Robert L. Paarlberg, 

Robert C. Otto, óToward an Uncivil Society? Contextualizing the Recent Decline of Extremely Right-

wing Parties in Russiaô Demokratizatsiya The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization Vol. 10, no. 3 

(April 2002). 

Andreas Umland, óAlexander Dugin, the Issue of Post-Soviet Fascism, and Russian Political Discourse 

Today,ô Russian Analytical Digest, no. 14 (February 2007).  

Andreas Umland, óAleksandr Duginôs transformation from a lunatic fringe figure into a mainstream 

political publicist, 1980ï1998: A case study in the rise of late and post-Soviet Russian fascism,ô Journal 

of Eurasian Studies vol. 1, no. 2 (January 2010). 

Anton Shekhovtsov, óAleksandr Dugin's Neo-Eurasianism: The New Right à la Russe'ô, Religion 

Compass, vol. 3, no. 4 (2009). 
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In that vein, Umland has been reporting copiously and continuously about 

Duginôs life. However, Umland did not make use of the geopolitical approach yet. That 

means that Umland rarely contended, for example, about the major arguments of Neo-

Eurasianism that use geopolitical concepts (e.g. Heartland, Pan-regions, Civilization). 

One of Umlandôs main aims indeed has been to identify Neo-Eurasianism as ñ[proto-

]fascistò phenomenon
33

.  

 

Neo-Eurasianism as Ideology II 

 Regarding the ideological facet again, Shekhovtsov detected that there are many 

contradictions in Duginôs writings
34

. It is not surprising to identify such aspect, once the 

conclusion that Dugin is a revolutionary proponent is validated. Dugin applies the 

hegelian synthesis of rectifiable contradictions, a characteristic of the ódialectic-

revolutionaryô mentality, to use Carvalhoôs classification [cf. Section 9.2.3.]. 

In this way, it follows logically the premise that neither Neo-Eurasianism, nor 

Dugin as the Neo-Eurasianist main proponent, fit into any traditionalist or conservative 

category.  

In addition to describing the rise of Dugin too, Heiser converged somehow his 

perspective with Sedgwickôs, considering Neo-Eurasianism as traditionalist 

phenomenon
35

. In these circumstances, it seems that Heiser ignored the fact that 

Sedgwick has already been criticized, mostly because of his main point that Neo-

                                                                                                                                               
Charles Clover, óDreams of the Eurasian Heartland: The Re-emergence of Geopolitics,ô Foreign Affairs 

vol. 78, no. 2 (March-April 1999). 

John B. Dunlop, óAleksandr Dugin's 'Neo-Eurasian' Textbook and Dmitrii Trenin's Ambivalent 

Response,ô Harvard Ukrainian Studies vol. 25, no. 1/2 (Spring 2001). 

Markus Mathyl, óThe National- Bolshevik Party and Arctogaia. Two neo-fascist groupuscules in the post-

soviet political space,ô Patterns of Prejudice vol. 36, no.3 (2002). 

Marl¯ne Laruelle, óThe two faces of contemporary Eurasianism: an imperial version of Russian 

nationalismô Nationalities Papers vol. 32, no. 1 (March 2004). 

Marl¯ne Laruelle, óAleksandr Dugin. A Russian Version of the European Radical Right?ô Kennan 

Institute Occasional Papers no. 294 (2006). 

Marl¯ne Laruelle, ó(Neo-)Eurasianists and Politics: "Penetration" of State Structures and Indifference to 

Public Opinion?ô Russian Politics and Law vol. 47, no. 1 (2009): 90-101. 

Valerii Senderov, óNeo-Eurasianism: Realities, Dangers, Prospects,ô Russian Politics and Law vol. 47, 

no. 1 (January-February 2009). 

Vladimir Ivanov, Alexander Dugin und die rechtsextremen Netzwerke. Fakten und Hypothesen zu den 

internationalen Verflechtungen der russischen Neuen Rechten (Stuttgart: Ibidem, 2007). 
33

 Andreas Umland, óPathological Tendencies in Russian ñNeo-Eurasianismò. The Significance of the 

Rise of Aleksandr Dugin for the Interpretation of Public Life in Contemporary Russia,ô Russian Politics 

and Law vol.47, no. 1 (January-February 2009). 
34

 Anton Shekhovtsov, óThe Palingenetic Thrust of Russian Neo-Eurasianism: Ideas of Rebirth in 

Aleksandr Dugin's Worldview,ô Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions vol. 9, no. 4 (2008). 
35

 James D. Heiser, óThe American Empire Should Be Destroyedô: Alexander Dugin and the Perils of 

Immanentized Eschatology (Malone: Repristination Press, 2014). 
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Eurasianism could be seen as a traditionalist case
36

.  Also Shekhovtsov and Umland 

covered this aspect
37

.  

In the same way, Duginôs religious ï or pseudo-religious views as Umland put 

it
38

  ï are logically incompatible with the patent revolutionary dialectic that gives life to 

Neo-Eurasianism. Within this context, mysticism serves Duginôs purposes well, but it 

should not muddy the analysis
39

. 

 Also, apropos of the revolutionary dialectics and synthesis of contradictions, 

several authors (e.g. Laruelle, Umland
40

) accurately considered that, although Duginôs 

ideas are anti-West, Duginôs reasoning is based on western authors from the beginning 

(roots, influences, inspiration) to the end (conclusions, results, prescriptions). 

Above and beyond the systematization of ideas about classical Eurasianism (in 

which the literature is abundant as said) in a scholarly paper, Matern declared that Neo-

Eurasianism óémay represent the beginning of a normalized conservative stand in 

Russiaéô
41

. This kind of statement conflicts directly with H2 (partially) and H4 (totally) 

formulated below. In fact, those hypotheses will sustain the idea that the revolutionary 

dialectic gives the substance of Neo-Eurasianism. This assumption is historically 

supported by a massively big list of contacts of both Neo-Eurasianist movement and 

Dugin personally with Russian revolutionary organizations, namely the Russian 

communist mainstream. Shlapentokh
42

 and Tchantouridze
43

 contended about that 

reality. Moreover, Mathyl gave precise hints about this subject too, explaining how 

                                                 
36

 Mark Sedgwick, Against the Modern World: Traditionalism and the Secret Intellectual History of the 

Twentieth Century (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). 
37

 Anton Shekhovtsov and Andreas Umland, óIs Aleksandr Dugin a Traditionalist? "Neo-Eurasianism" 

and Perennial Philosophy,ô Russian Review Vol. 68, no. 4 (October 2009): 673. 
38

 Andreas Umland, óDer 'Neoeurasismus' des Aleksandr Dugin: Zur Rolle des integralen 

Traditionalismus und der Orthodoxie für die russische 'Neue Rechte,"ô in Macht ð Religion ð Politik: 

Zur Renaissance religiöser Praktiken und Mentalitäten, ed. Margarete Jäger and Jürgen Link (Münster, 

2006), 144.  
39

 Vide, for example: Mark Sedgwick, óAlexander Dugin's Apocalyptic Traditionalismô, Session A19-26: 

New Religious Movements Group, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 

November 18-21, 2006. 
40

 Andreas Umland, óThe Strange Alliance between Ukrainian "Progressive Socialism" and Russian 

"Neo-Eurasianism",ô History News Network [George Mason University] April 17, 2006, 

http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/23821 
41

 Frederick Matern, óThe Discourse of Civilization in the Works of Russiaôs New Eurasianists: Lev 

Gumilev and Alexander Panarin,ô YCISS Post-Communist Studies Programme (Research Paper Series 

no. 2, York University, February 2007): 31, http://yciss.info.yorku.ca/files/2012/06/PCSPPaper002.pdf 
42

 Dmitry Shlapentokh, óEurasianism: Past and Present,ô Communist and Post-Communist Studies, vol. 

30, no. 2 (June 1997). 
43

 Lasha Tchantouridze, óAfter Marxism-Leninism: Eurasianism and Geopolitics in Russia,ô in 

Geopolitics: Global Problems and Regional Concerns, ed. Lasha Tchantouridze (Winnipeg: Centre for 

Defense and Security Studies, University of Manitoba, 2004).  
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Russian far-right and far-left can join forces, within the same old common revolutionary 

dialectic, which must be highlighted to understanding the problem
44

.  

Accordingly, it does not make sense opposing Neo-Eurasianism to communist 

tendencies [cf. Subchapter 4.2. and Section 9.2.3.]. So, it seems that Umland might have 

missed the point when he superficially claimed that the óallianceô between Ukrainian 

socialism and Neo-Eurasianism was strange
45

. Again, the test of H4 will validate that 

such alliance is full of sense. 

Maternôs expression of Neo-Eurasianism as óçPutinôs Loyal Oppositionèô
46

 is 

then considered a precise description. 

 

If Neo-Eurasianism is perceived as an ideology indeed, it cannot be considered 

a geopolitical approach 

That idea should be accepted as a logical conclusion from the premises. As it 

will be formulated [cf. Subchapter 1.2.] geopolitical studiesô (or neoclassical 

geopoliticsô) framework does not admit any ideological compliance. In this context, the 

distinction between, Classical, Critical and Neoclassical geopolitics will be 

accomplished [cf. Subchapter 1.2]. 

In the initial part of his article, Clover mentioned ógeopoliticsô with no major 

concern about distinctions or delimitations, something that can justify his sarcastic tone 

that geopolitics is some mystical knowledge that grants victory to states
47

. It is true that 

Neo-Eurasianism includes this sort of statements. Hence, this is another evidence to 

support one of the main arguments put forward in this thesis, i.e. that Neo-Eurasianism 

is not a geopolitical study. The crucial point to be emphasized here is that to use 

geopolitical concepts for ideological purposes is completely opposed to using the 

scientific method for the purpose of producing an ethical and innovative geopolitical 

study [cf. fig. 1]. 

                                                 
44

 Markus Mathyl, óThe National- Bolshevik Party and Arctogaia. Two neo-fascist groupuscules in the 

post-soviet political space,ô Patterns of Prejudice vol. 36, no.3 (2002). 
45

 Andreas Umland, óThe Strange Alliance between Ukrainian "Progressive Socialism" and Russian 

"Neo-Eurasianism",ô History News Network [George Mason University] April 17, 2006, 

http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/23821 
46

 Frederick Matern, óThe Discourse of Civilization in the Works of Russiaôs New Eurasianists: Lev 

Gumilev and Alexander Panarin,ô YCISS Post-Communist Studies Programme (Research Paper Series 

no. 2, York University, February 2007): 31, http://yciss.info.yorku.ca/files/2012/06/PCSPPaper002.pdf 
47

 Charles Clover, óDreams of the Eurasian Heartland: The Re-emergence of Geopolitics,ô Foreign Affairs 

vol. 78, no. 2 (March-April 1999): 9. 
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Dunlop mentioned that Foundations of Geopolitics is, perhaps, the most 

influential book for the Russian military and the foreign policy decision-makers since 

the collapse of the Soviet Union
48

. Providing full details, Dunlop accomplished a good 

résumé of the ideological goals of Neo-Eurasianism about the re-organization of the 

post-soviet space
49

. In this context, and insisting on the point, Neo-Eurasianism cannot 

be, therefore, considered a geopolitical approach because of the engagement to political 

(and strategic) objectives; rather than that Neo-Eurasianism can be classified as 

óéquasi-geopolitical theory [sic]éô
50

. 

In fact, once Neo-Eurasianism is considered a geopolitical study, then critical  

geopolitics is entirely right in its assumptions that geopolitics is nothing but an 

imperialistic discourse
51

. 

 

Several analyses of Neo-Eurasianism that come near to the geopolitical studiesô 

approach 

 Several authors have tried to approach the Neo-Eurasianist ideology with 

geopolitical studiesô approach.  

In 1995, Kerr produced an interesting analysis about Russian foreign policy, 

putting light on the competition among westernizers and new Eurasianists in 90s 

Russia
52

.  

More recently, Zapolskis accomplished an analysis that approached the 

geopolitical framework. Nevertheless, affirming, in 2007, that óNeo-Eurasian tendencies 

have become the major guideline of the Russian foreign policyô seems to be an 

overstatement
53

. 

                                                 
48

 Dunlop, John. óAleksandr Dugin's 'Neo-Eurasian' Textbook and Dmitrii Trenin's Ambivalent 

Response.ô Harvard Ukrainian Studies vol. 25, no. 1/2 (Spring 2001): 91. 
49

 Dunlop, John. óAleksandr Dugin's 'Neo-Eurasian' Textbook and Dmitrii Trenin's Ambivalent 

Response.ô Harvard Ukrainian Studies vol. 25, no. 1/2 (Spring 2001). 
50

 Anton Shekhovtsov, óAleksandr Dugin's Neo-Eurasianism: The New Right ¨ la Russe'ô, Religion 

Compass, vol. 3, no. 4 (2009): 697. 
51

 Alan Ingram, óAlexander Dugin: geopolitics and neo-fascism in post-Soviet Russia,ô Political 

Geography vol. 20, no. 8 (2001). 
52

 Kerr, David, óThe New Eurasianism: The Rise of Geopolitics in Russiaôs Foreign Policy,ô EuropeïAsia 

Studies vol. 47, no. 6 (September 1995). 
53

 Martynas Zapolskis, óRussian geopolicy: between Atlantism and Neo-Eurasianismô last modified 

January, 2007, Geopolitika, http://www.geopolitika.lt/?artc=36  
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Although Carvalho does not belong to the geopolitical scholarship, he managed 

to dismantle the Neo-Eurasianist weaknesses as ñgeopolitical doctrineò in his debate 

with Dugin
54

. That debate will be the object of detailed analysis [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]. 

Barbashin and Thoburn claimed that Dugin is nothing but Putinôs brain
55

. If  on 

the one hand, it is true that sometimes political outputs meet with pre-existent 

ideological goals that does not necessarily mean a mechanism of causality (also Zubrin 

contended about that
56

). On the other hand, the influence of Neo-Eurasianism on 

Russian politics is duly supported by the quoted literature. 

Schmidt (who resumed ideas about classical Eurasianism as well) disagreed 

with the latter point. He stressed that Putin would hardly implement Neo-Eurasianist 

policy prescriptions
57

.  

Although from a postmodernist approach, i.e. critical  geopolitics, Sengupta 

elaborated a study about the impact of geopolitical ideas on foreign policy, focusing on 

various interpretations of Mackinderôs Heartland (one of the most important concepts to 

Dugin)
58

. 

 

In the line of what has been affirmed, the majority of the most recent studies 

about Neo-Eurasianism do not encompass the framework of geopolitical analysis. Some 

of those studies (e.g. Heiser
59

) have avoided the geopolitical angle. That is not 

surprising, since geopolitical studiesô approach, regarding both theory and 

methodology, has been requiring a careful systematization [cf. Subchapter 1.2.]. 

Nevertheless, there have been a few exceptions. For example, Papava has been 

coming up with excellent papers from the geopolitical standpoint, emphasizing the idea 

                                                 
54

 Olavo de Carvalho, óThe USA and the New World Order,ô Giuliano Morais & Ricardo Almeidaôs blog, 

August 2, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/04/index-english.html 
55

 Anton Barbashin and Hannah Thoburn, óPutin's Brain. Alexander Dugin and the Philosophy Behind 

Putin's Invasion of Crimea,ô last modified March, 2014, Foreign Affairs, 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141080/anton-barbashin-and-hannah-thoburn/putins-brain 
56

 Robert Zubrin, óThe Eurasianist Threat. Putinôs ambitions extend far beyond Ukraine,ô last modified 

March 2014, National Review Online, http://www.nationalreview.com/article/372353/eurasianist-threat-

robert-zubrin 
57

 Matthew Schmidt, óIs Putin Pursuing a Policy of Eurasianism?ô Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-

Soviet Democratization vol. 13, no. 1 (Winter 2005). 
58

 Anita Sengupta, Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space (Lanham: Lexington Books, 

2009). 
59

 James D. Heiser, óThe American Empire Should Be Destroyedô: Alexander Dugin and the Perils of 

Immanentized Eschatology (Malone: Repristination Press, 2014). 
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that, to Neo-Eurasianism, it is not possible to have óRussiaô separated from the idea of 

óempireô
60

 [cf. Section 4.2.2. and Section 9.2.3.]. 

 

Previous research about Meridionalism 

Concerning the literature review about Brazilian School of Geopolitics ï as a 

root of Meridionalism ï it can be argued that Tambs is possibly the most senior and 

most known non-Brazilian scholar on the topic of Brazilian School of Geopolitics
61

. 

 Tambs was followed chronologically by Kelly, who resumed five topics in 

Mattosô work
62

: (1) geopolitical factors: political planning, space, position, natural 

resources and technology, vitality and cohesion of population [psychosocial], and 

creativity of leadership; (2) the U.S.A is Brazilôs privileged ally; (3) Brazilôs security 

depends on the South Atlantic (Brazilian Northeast, Africa and Antarctica); (4) 

development of the Amazon river basin; (5) Brazil as potential great power. 

Despite Kelly argued that this set of thoughts is original, the truth is that all 

those topics were already covered in either Travassosô, Couto e Silvaôs or Castroôs 

books and papers. The exception is the idea of ñBrazil as great powerò ï at least with 

the emphasis that Mattos put into that goal.  

Kelly was, in the limits of this literature review, the Anglosphereôs scholar that 

produced the largest amount of works about Brazilian School of Geopolitics until 

now
63

. 

In the realm of the French language, Thual devoted the 5
th
 part of one of his 

books to óLa puissance brésilienne
ô64

. Some of his conclusions were: (i) the tension with 

Argentina was Brazilôs 19
th
-century main geopolitical problem; (ii) Chile has been 

                                                 
60

 Vladimer Papava, óThe Eurasianism of Russian Anti-Westernism and the Concept of ñCentral Caucaso-

Asiaò,ô Russian Politics and Law vol. 51, no. 6 (NovemberïDecember 2013) (this one has an extensive 

bibliography on Duginôs papers and works) 

Vladimer Papava, óCentral Caucaso-Asia: from Imperial to Democratic Geopolitics,ô Bulletin of the 

Georgian National Academy of Sciences vol. 4, no. 1, (2010). 
61

 Lewis Tambs, óLatin American geopolitics: a basic bibliography,ô Revista Geográfica no.73 (1970). 

Lewis Tambs, óFatores em America Latina,ô in Antologia Geopolitica en Bolívia, ed. Mariano B. 

Gumucio and Agustín S. Weise (Cochabamba: Ed. Los Amigos del Libro, 1978). 
62

 Philip Kelly, óO Pensamento Geopol²tico do General Meira Mattos,ô in O General Meira Mattos e a 

Escola Superior de Guerra, ed. Escola Superior de Guerra (Rio de Janeiro: Escola Superior de Guerra, 

2007) 34-35. 
63

 For example: 

Philip Kelly, Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: the geopolitics of South America (Austin: Texas 

University Press, 1997). 

Philip Kelly, óTraditional Themes of Brazilian Geopolitics,ô in: Geopolitics of the Southern cone and 

Antarctica, ed. Philip Kelly and Jack Child (London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1988). 
64

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996). 
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cultivating good relations with Brazil due to the existence of a common hostile power to 

both of them [Argentina]
65

; (iii) currently Brazil may be considered stable with respect 

to the territory; (iv) Brazilôs primary goal is to influence the region, i.e. to become 

regionally hegemon
66

; (v) Brazil holds interests in Africa, not only in terms of culture, 

but also regarding raw materials; (vi) it predominates in Brazil a preoccupation with the 

South Atlantic and with Antarctica
67

; (vii) nuclear revindications of Brazil will endure
68

 

(evidence that sustains Mearshmeierôs approach [cf. Subchapter 2.1.]). 

In addition to another of Thualôs book devoted to South America as a whole
69

, 

Thual (together with Chauprade) added new results or insisted in some ideas concerning 

his research about Brazilian geopolitical dynamics: (i) the geopolitical cycles in Brazil 

were: (1) to obstruct the creation of a coalition of Hispanic states against Brazil (lead by 

Argentina), and (2) to increase its territory (territorial growth of 940 000 sq km); (ii) 

Vargas was affiliated to an anti-American ideology, yet Brazil joined the U.S.A. as a 

pure geostrategic decision
70

; (iii) after World War II it emerged a new geopolitical 

cycle, based on the alliance with the U.S.A. (nuclear, aeronautic, special, ballistic); (iv) 

Brazil approached Africa (culturally and economically) after the Portuguese territorial 

dismantlement in the 70s; (v) Brazil aims to guarantee the security on the South 

Atlantic, so relations with South Africa are very important
71

; (vi) from 1990 onwards, a 

new geopolitical cycle may be identified: (1) the end of antagonism with Argentina, and 

creation of MERCOSUL; (2) orientation towards the Pacific Ocean through 

MERCOSUL, completing the orientation towards the Atlantic Ocean (to the North: the 

U.S.A. and Europe; and to the South: South Africa); (3) special attention to Antarctica. 

On the topic of studies about Meridionalism, the state of the art shows that the 

literature seems to be extremely scarce
72

. Perhaps the fact that all works of 

Meridionalism were written in the Portuguese language justifies such state of things. In 

                                                 
65

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 111. 
66

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 112. 
67

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 114. 
68

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 115. 
69

 François Thual, La géopolitique de lôAm®rique Latine (Paris: Economica 1996). 
70

 Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. 

(Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 70. 
71

 Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. 

(Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 71. 
72

 One of the few examples is: Edu Silvestre de Albuquerque, óA teoria geopol²tica meridionalista de 

Andr® Martin,ô Revista de Geopolítica vol. 5, no. 2 (December 2014). 
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fact, a couple of Ph.D. thesis about Meridionalism will soon be presented in Brazil, but 

again in the Portuguese language
73

. In the limits of this research, that has been all that 

could be found. 

 

Gaps in the literature that this thesis aims to fill  

 As it was demonstrated, Neo-Eurasianism has been mostly studied through 

philosophical, Weltanschauung, historical, and ideological perspectives. Consequently, 

it is certain that currently there is no lack of western studies about Neo-Eurasianism (as 

it happened in the past
74

).  

In this way, the main gap in the literature can then be found is a lack of western 

studies from the realist and neoclassical geopolitics angle(s). The approaches to Neo-

Eurasianism can be organized in several groups: liberal (Laruelle), 

idealist/deconstructionist ï even in some sense normativist (Umland) ï interpretativist 

(Höllwert). So, once again, there is a lack of studies in regard to the perspective of this 

thesis: realist and from the neoclassical geopolitics systematized standpoint. 

Dugin is not rehabilitating geopolitics by any means. On the contrary, he has 

been contributing for the continual discredit and devastation of the geopolitical 

approach. It will be through a carefully designed theoretical and methodological 

framework for neoclassical geopolitics [cf. PART I] that this argument will be 

underpinned. At the same time, that task will also cover a gap in the literature, both in 

the sense that (i) the geopolitical object will be delimited, and (ii) several research 

pieces about the geopolitical approach, from different languages, will be unified into a 

single approach [cf. APPENDIX 3]. 

The empirical tests to the relevance of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism on 

the international arena against empirical data (from the mentioned perspective) are also 

a novelty in the literature. 

 

Regarding the geopolitical studies in (and about) Brazil, in addition to the fact 

that literature about that object in English language is not copious, so far no effort has 

                                                 
73

 E.g. Dídimo Matos, óEurasianismo e Meridionalismo - O lugar do Brasil em um mundo multipolarô at 

Universidade de São Paulo.  
74

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, óThe two faces of contemporary Eurasianism: an imperial version of Russian 

nationalismô Nationalities Papers vol. 32, no. 1 (March 2004): 115. 
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been accomplished trying to connect Neo-Eurasianism to Brazilian School of 

Geopolitics
75

 and Meridionalism [cf. PART III ]. 

Due to the lack of literature about Meridionalism, the importance of this thesis 

gets reinforced. Furthermore, a point to keep in mind is that alike Neo-Eurasinianism, 

also Meridionalism in the quality of ideology, is incompatible with the geopolitical 

approach [cf. Subchapter 7.2]. 

Finally, this thesis also aims to contribute to the set of explanations of the NEW 

WORLD ORDER dynamics, putting the light on the real contributions (i.e. strategic plans) 

of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism in that respect. In this context, the debate Dugin 

vs. Carvalho analyzed in PART V will acquire a major importance.  

 

 

Structure & Objectives  

  Once the overall goal was already mentioned ï to analyze and to compare Neo-

Eurasianism and Meridionalism, characterizing them as ideologies, therefore, 

explaining how those ideologies aim to shape a New World Order (as strategic plans) ï 

a goal that derives from the main research question ï ñAre Neo-Eurasianism and 

Meridionalism somehow related to a New World Order?ò ï it is now required to 

elaborate on the research design of the thesis, emphasizing the structure and the 

objectives. To accomplish that it is needed to break down the main research question in 

a set of sub-research questions.  

  PART I attempts to answer: ñwhat is a geopolitical study?ò Thus, the first 

objective is the: 

A. Development and systematization of an advanced theoretical and 

methodological framework for geopolitical analysis and the study of foreign 

policy. 

                                                 
75

 Among the authors of Brazilian School of Geopolitics are: 

Mário Travassos, Projeção Continental do Brasil (São Paulo: Companhia Editora Nacional, 1935); 

Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil 

(Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980); 

Carlos de Meira Mattos, Uma Geopolítica Pan-Amazônica (Rio de Janeiro: Biblioteca do Exército 

Editora, 1980); 

Therezinha de Castro, Geopolítica ï Princípios, Meios e Fins (Rio de Janeiro: Biblioteca do Exército, 

1999). 

For a good introductory reading to the topic vide: Jorge Manuel Costa Freitas, A Escola Geopolítica 

Brasileira. (Lisboa: Instituto de Ciências Sociais e Políticas, 1999). 
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  PART II essentially focus on ñwhat is Neo-Eurasianism?ò and ñwhich kind of 

world order directives does Neo-Eurasianism propose?ò The second objective is then: 

B. Explanation of Neo-Eurasianist historical roots, ideological and strategic aims 

on the level of the international affairs. 

  PART III mirrors PART II to a certain degree since the first subquestions at stake 

are ñwhat is Meridionalism?ò and ñwhich kind of world order directives does 

Meridionalism propose?ò However, the comparative method is applied with more 

prominence in PART III answering the subquestions ñare there any shared ideas or 

objectives between Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism?ò and ñif there are any, what 

connections can be identified?ò Therefore the third objective is: 

C. Investigation of historical roots and assumptions of Brazilian School of 

Geopolitics as background, to analyze and to explain Meridionalism, its 

directives, and goals concerning the international chessboard. 

  PART IV is devoted to the following empirical subquestions: ñwhat is the 

position of Brazil concerning the international alignment?ò, ñin which extent can 

Brazilian élites be considered geomisguided?ò, ñwhat is the role of S«o Paulo Forum in 

Brazilôs foreign policy conduct?ò, ñis there any influence of Meridionalism on Brazilian 

politics (especially foreign policy)?ò and ñwhat are the bonds between Brazilian foreign 

policy outcomes, São Paulo Forum, Meridionalism and Neo-Eurasianism?ò So, the 

fourth objective is: 

D. Demonstration of empirical evidence to sustain the significance of Brazilôs 

Meridionalism, and the Latin America regional integration maneuver, to the 

Neo-Eurasianist strategic plan as a whole. 

  PART V finishes the thesis, working under the following subquestions: ñwhich 

are the main projects that work for a GLOBAL GOVERNMENT?ò[cf. APPENDIX 2], ñis 

there any relation between those globalist projects and Neo-Eurasianism/ 

Meridionalism?ò and ñfrom the set of the globalist projectsô agents, which agents could 

be identified pro- or against the Neo-Eurasianist and Meridionalist objectives and 

modalities of action?ò So the last objective is to:  

E. Provide explanations about the connections between Neo-Eurasianism (and 

Meridionalism) and the [New] World Order, assessing the debate between 

Dugin and Carvalho. 
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  Justification of the thesisô pertinence  

Although ñEurasianistò ideas are not the utmost pivotal factor in the Russian 

foreign policy decision-making process
76

, the fact is that Russia, besides pragmatism
77

, 

has been traditionally making its foreign policy based on dynamics of Realpolitik 

(something that has been increasingly absent in the Western nation-stateôs politics in the 

last decades). Russia has been putting into practice the realist purposes of seeking 

power and assertive persecution of its goals
78

.  

Even if weak while compared to the former Soviet Union, the Russian 

Federation remains a great power [cf. Section 4.2.3]: the world largest territory, the 

wealthiest mineral reserve in the World, the 10
th
 biggest economy in 2014, 144 million 

people. Russia was ranked, in 2016, as the 2
nd

 strongest military power in the World. 

The country has been pursuing, as mentioned, a óself-assured foreign policyô, both 

bilateral and multilateral
79

. Furthermore, as a victorious power of World War II, Russia 

received from the Soviet Union the seat at the U.N. Security Council.  

The Neo-Eurasianist ideology and strategic plan is much aware of Russiaôs 

relative material potential [cf. APPENDIX 2, (STATE) POTENTIAL]. Committed to the 

Russian tradition ï interpreted by Brzezinski as the option for óempireô rather than a 

ódemocratic stateô
80

 ï Neo-Eurasianism fights for a great Russia indeed, since Russia is 

the country ñnaturally predisposed to rule over Eurasiaò for the Neo-Eurasianist view. 

Neo-Eurasianist ideas have received a wide welcome from part of the Russian 

politicians
81

 and also from part of the Russian military high structure
82

 (as it was 

already covered in the state of the art). In addition, some other national authorities have 

                                                 
76

 Jeffrey Mankoff, Russian foreign policy ï The return of Great Power Politics (Lanham: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers, 2009), 82. 

Marlène Laruèlle, Russian Eurasianism - An ideology of Empire (Washington DC: John Hopkins 

University Press, 2008), 8. 
77

 Dimitri Trenin and Bob Lo, The landscape of Russian foreign policy decision-making (Washington DC: 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2005). 
78

 Jeffrey Mankoff, Russian foreign policy ï The return of Great Power Politics (Lanham: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers, 2009), 13. 
79

 Dimitri Trenin, Getting Russia Right (Washington DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 

2007). 
80

 Zbigniew Brzezinski, óThe premature partnership,ô Foreign Affairs, vol. 73, no 2, (1994). 
81

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, óNeo-Eurasianist Alexander Dugin on the Russia-Georgia conflict,ô The Central 

Asia-Caucasus Analyst, March 9, 2008, http://old.cacianalyst.org/?q=node/4928 
82

 Namely: Col-General Leonid Ivashov, Lt-General Nikolai Klokotov, Lt-General Nikolai Pishchev, and 

Mj -General Vladislav Iminov. 

Jeffrey Mankoff, Russian foreign policy ï The return of Great Power Politics (Lanham: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers, 2009), 70. 

John Dunlop, óAleksandr Duginôs Foundations of Geopolitics,ô last modified February, 2013, The Fourth 

Political Theory, http://www.4pt.su/sr/node/445 
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been making politics inspired by the Eurasianist dimension too. For example: Eduard 

Kokoity in South Ossetia
83
, Doĵu Perinçek in Turkey

84
, or especially Nursultan 

Nazarbayev in Kazakhstan
85

.  

The return of Putin as President of Russia in 2012, promising to restore Russia 

as a óWorld powerô in short-term stage, proclaiming: 

óWe are entering in new stage in our national 

development, we will have to address tasks that are 

totally different level and scale; the next few years 

will define the future of Russia for decades 

aheadéô
86

 

 

moreover, the accusation of some of the most influential individuals in Central Europe 

that: óRussia is back as a revisionist power pursuing a 19
th
-century agenda with 21

st
-

century tactics and methodsô
87

 are also signs of endurance of Russian foreign policy, 

converging to goals and modalities of action proposed by Neo-Eurasianism.  

Recent events in Ukraine and Crimea confirm this perspective as well and 

reinforce the motivation to continue doing research on the topic. 

Therefore, the argument that Neo-Eurasianist ideas, goals, tactics/ modalities of 

action have a correlation with international politics may be intuited. That constitutes an 

important contemporary challenge, which once problematized, can justify the existence 

of a doctoral thesis conceived to analyze the matter. 

Besides the mentioned gaps in the literature review, there are also other gaps that 

this study aims to cover. One of them concerns to the connections between Neo-

Eurasianism and Brazil. 

                                                 
83

 Marl¯ne Laruelle, óNeo-Eurasianist Alexander Dugin on the Russia-Georgia conflict,ô The Central 

Asia-Caucasus Analyst, March 9, 2008, http://old.cacianalyst.org/?q=node/4928 
84

 Faruk Akkan and Yaĸar Niyazbaev, óóI support neo-Eurasianism, not Ergenekon,ô says Dugin,ô Todayôs 

Zaman, October 29, 2008, http://www.todayszaman.com/news-157238-i-support-neo-eurasianism-not-

ergenekon-says-dugin.html 
85

 Sergey V. Biryukov, óEurasian Doctrine of Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev: "Thinking 

space",ô News, analysis and forecasting on Geopolitics, January 24, 2013, 

http://www.geopolitica.ru/en/article/eurasian-doctrine-kazakh-president-nursultan-nazarbayev-thinking-

space#.Uw8xP_l_v2M 
86

 Russian TV, óFull Video: Vladimir Putin's presidential inauguration ceremony in Kremlin,ô last 

modified May, 2012, YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNiWnSOsAnE&feature=plcp 
87

 Adamkus, et al, óAn Open Letter to the Obama Administration from Central and Eastern Europe,ô 

Gazeta, July 15, 2009, 

http://wyborcza.pl/1,76842,6825987,An_Open_Letter_to_the_Obama_Administration_from_Central.htm

l 
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Duginôs opponent in the academic debate that will  constitute the core document 

for the analysis in PART V is precisely a Brazilian author
88

: Olavo de Carvalho. That 

debate has remained an untreated source concerning geopolitical studies. 

 It is also intended to analyze the position of Brazil from two apparently 

different possibilities: either Brazil would comply with a óglobalist projectô (e.g. making 

part of BRICS), or Brazil would establish itself as an independent strategic center, 

within a multipolar dimension. The study will demonstrate that these two viewpoints are 

one since the independence or sovereignty of Brazil, from the Neo-Eurasianist and the 

Latin American regional integration (and Meridionalist by extension) standpoints, must 

be liquefied. The test of hypotheses, especially H3 and H4 will help in the explanation of 

this point.  

One of the goals of this thesis is to formulate a possible scenario about what kind 

of role is being planned for Brazil in the upcoming New World Order, from the Neo-

Eurasianist and Meridionalist points of view [PART IV] .  

 

 From the academic perspective, this project constitutes a significant contribution 

to the progress of the scientific knowledge, with ambitious objectives, yet achievable. It 

is innovative and accurate, matching justified objectives with a logical structure. Such 

kind of analysis is highly relevant, mainly because of the unpredictability of many 

alternatives of development in international politics
89

. Its pertinence can also be justified 

by the period of changing that the World is now passing through. Every scenario of 

power politics should be studied, and Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism have been a 

neglected topic. So now this thesis focus on describing, analyzing and explaining Neo-

Eurasianist and Meridionalist goals and modalities of action towards a New World 

Order. 

  

 Philosophical Worldview  

At this point, it is desirable to state several words about metatheoretical 

assumptions
90

 or óépre-theoretical assumptionséô
91

.  

                                                 
88

 Olavo de Carvalho and Aleksandr Dugin, óThe USA and the New World Oderô, Giuliano Morais and 

Ricardo Almeidaôs blog, August 2, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.pt/ 
89

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 363. 
90

 Christian Reus-Smit, óBeyond Metatheory?ô European Journal of International Relations Vol. 19, no. 3 

(September 2013). 
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The ground zero of this thesis is the Western-Christian culture. Among other 

consequences, this means that the traditional ontological and epistemological roots (i) 

ña single reality exists outside the human mindò and, furthermore, (ii) ñit is possible to 

approach that objective realityò are accepted
92

. These assumptions match, to some 

extent, to the neoclassical realist worldview as well
93

. 

The author clarified elsewhere that his works are based on that óphilosophical 

worldviewô
94

, i.e. ontological and epistemological axioms
95

.  

 The perception of ñscienceò that is assumed in this thesis sustains that, contrary 

to the 19
th
-century hard positivist perspective, the reality cannot be any longer 

considered as a machine full of quantifiable and mechanic laws towards a mathematical 

and unfailing prediction
96

.  

Science can be perceived, instead, as a human activity which the main 

particularity is, almost certainly, the strict regulation by methods. Those methods 

(which compose a systematized approach) allow a reliable knowledge yet provisory, i.e. 

an approach to the essence of the reality that remains temporary. For that, a dedication 

to rigor and seriousness is preconized. The practice of the scientific method can never 

be separated from logics (i.e. the expression of the unity of the essence of the reality). It 

                                                                                                                                               
91

 Alexander Wendt, óThe Agent-Structure Problem in International Relations Theory,ô International 

Organization Vol. 41, no. 3 (Summer 1987): 343.  
92

 In philosophical terms, the authorôs ontological position is highly based on Eric Voegelinôs ontological 

conceptions ï Dictionary of Voegelinian Terminology, s.v. órealityô, accessed June 17, 2013, 

http://watershade.net/ev/ev-dictionary.html#reality 

In terms of the epistemological position, it is accepted the assumptions of Husserlôs phenomenology ï 

Edmund Husserl, Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological Philosophy. 

First Book ï General Introduction to a Pure Phenomenology transl. F. Kersten (The Hague: Martinus 

Nijhoff, 1983). 
93

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 153. 

Brian Rathbun, óA Rose by Any Other Name: Neoclassical Realism as the Logical and Necessary 

Extension of Structural Realism,ô Security Studies vol. 17, no. 2 (May 2008): 314.  

The latter discussed the positions of liberalism, constructivism and neoclassical realism at ontological, 

epistemological, theoretical and methodological levels. 
94

 The expression is taken from John Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed 

Methods Approaches (Thousand Oaks: Sage, 2009), 5-11. 
95

 Nuno Morgado, óVindicating Neoclassical Geopolitics, Challenging Postmodernism. A New Look at an 

Old Problem,ô Central European Journal of International and Security Studies vol. 8, no. 4 (December 

2014): 223-225.  
96

 Vide, for example, Smithôs book on philosophy of science ï Wolfgang Smith, The Quantum Enigma. 

Finding the hidden key (San Rafael: Angelico Press/Sophia Perennis, 2011). This book is particularly 

relevant for keeping a study away of 19
th
 century hard positivist approach. Besides, that approach has 

already been discredited due to the progresses in Physics during the 20
th
 century (e.g. Planck, 

Heisenberg). 



Towards the New World Order?                                                                                                                Nuno Morgado                                                                                                         
A geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

23 

  

is rejected the pretension of an absolute truth (which does not exists in science
97

), 

although the essence of the reality can neither be ignored on purpose nor relativized
98

. 

In this sense, this thesis will be óproblem-centeredô, ópluralisticô and 

óinterdisciplinaryô, consequently óreal-world orientedô
99

.  

Antecedent conditions will be considered, nonetheless the actual situation, its 

consequences, and scenarios will receive a major attention.  

Within this Weltanschauung, the Dialectic ï understood in its both Aristotelian 

and Scholastic dimension ï will be put in practice
100

. 

 Husserlôs phenomenology is a main reference in this philosophical worldview 

outline
101

. The intentionality of consciousness ï consciousness towards something (an 

object (not necessarily material)), i.e. the idea that subject and object (in terms of 

knowledge-relations) are interdependent ï is a crucial epistemological idea assumed in 

this study. That idea will have methodological consequences [cf. Subchapters 1.2 and 

2.2]. Still about the phenomenological approach, one of the main points is also the 

notion that the observer cannot move out of the reality to observe it (as an outsider). 

Thus, it is acknowledged that observation is accomplished from and within the reality. 

Introducing the geopolitical studies framework, it is important to state that this 

thesis is primarily affiliated to Thual and Chaupradeôs phenomenological background, 

which will be debated below [cf. Section 1.2.3]. 
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 Andrew Sayer, Method in Social Science ï a realist approach (New York: Routledge, 2010), 46. 

Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. (Paris: 

Ellipses, 1998), 500. 
98

 Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What? (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), 5. 

Pope Benedict XVI also lectured about the rejection of relativism, since relativism ógenerates inevitably 

violenceô ï Pope Benedict XVI, óDiscurso do Papa Bento XVI aos Participantes na Assembleia Plen§ria 

da Comiss«o Teol·gica Internacional,ô Libreria Editrice Vaticana, December 7, 2012, 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2012/december/documents/hf_ben-

xvi_spe_20121207_cti_po.html 
99

 John Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches (Thousand 

Oaks: Sage, 2009), 6. 
100

 In this way, the dialectic is understood as confrontation of ideas in order to test hypotheses, and not the 

dialectic taken, for instance, under the hegelian conception of Aufhebung and linked to the ñwork of the 

negativeò. The rejection of determinism and mechanism is a key issue. In the same vein of rejection of 

Hegelôs philosophical elements (now concerning the notion of Zeitgeist) it is contended that, on the path 

of history, the development of the International Order does not mean mechanically, neither evolution, nor 

progress ï António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos 

Estados Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 26. 
101

 For an introductory reading about Phenomenology in Geography vide: Pauline Couper, A Studentôs 

Introduction to Geographical Thought ï theories, philosophies, methodologies (London: SAGE, 2015), 

85-105. 
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Finalities 

First things first: (i) to search for the essence of the reality, (ii) to propose a 

solution for the problem answering the research question and achieving the objectives, 

and (iii) to cover the mentioned gaps in the literature constitute the primary finalities of 

this study. Besides, there is the authorôs goal of receiving a Doctoral Degree in 

International Relations. 

  

 

Limitations  

Naturally, the number of flaws of this thesis will be larger than it is desirable. 

First of all, limitations are caused by language restrictions. This study should be 

considered mostly ignorant about sources in non-western languages, plus Finno-Ugric, 

Slavic and Northern-European languages that do not include, at least, an abstract in the 

languages that the author familiar with (Portuguese, English, Spanish, French, German, 

Italian, Romanian). Furthermore, the authorôs knowledge of Russian and Czech 

languages is limited. Similarly, sources in the mentioned languages, but either absent 

from the internet and references in technical/academic literature may be ignored. It 

should also be kept in mind that the collection of data is not accomplished beyond June 

2016 that means that this thesis does not include posterior events to that date. 
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PART I  

 

THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL BACKGROUND   

FOR GEOPOLITICAL ANALYSI S 

 

 

Key points 

Space, Man, and Territoriality. Geopolitical studies as neoclassical geopolitics ï a 

scientific approach to the study of international politics. Dismissing critical geopolitics. 

The role of strategic studies within geopolitical studies. The compatibility between the 

realist theoretical tradition and geopolitical studies. Stateôs foreign policy decision-

making and outcomes as object of geopolitical studies. Theoretical and methodological 

discussion on how the neoclassical realist theory can be merged with geopolitical 

studies (the neoclassical geopoliticsô systematized model). Methodological guidelines of 

the thesis. 
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Chapter 1  

The meaning of Geopolitical Studies as scientific approach 
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óGeneratio præterit, et generatio advenit:  

terra autem in Þternum stat.ô
 102

 

 

Book of Ecclesiastes 

 

 

1.1. Man and Territoriality: the role of Human Ethology and Geography 

before and within geopolitical studies
103

 

 

This subchapter focus on the concept of TERRITORIALITY [cf. APPENDIX 2] and 

its role in geopolitical studies, with the purpose of answering the sub-research question 

ñwhat is a geopolitical study?ò Thus, this subchapter contributes to achieving the 

objective A. [cf. INTRODUCTION, Structure & Objectives]. 

In this context, the following questions constitute the structure of the subchapter: 

1.1.1. What is territoriality? and 1.1.2. Why is territoriality important for geopolitical 

studies? After that, a section about Geography as geopolitical studiesô bedrock is 

elaborated. 

 

 

1.1.1. What is territoriality? 

 

The science of ETHOLOGY [cf. Ap APPENDIX 2]
 
has been sustaining that, 

similarly to the behavior of other primates, the human behavior is also conditioned by 

óinstinctual forcesô
104

.  

Contributions by Lorenz
105

, Tinbergen
106

, Eibl-Eibesfeldt
107

, Morris
108

, Knipe 

and Maclay
109

, Ardrey
110

 brought to the Academia arguments that claim that genetics 

                                                 
102

 transl. óA generation goes, a generation comes,  yet the earth stands firm forever.ô
 
ï Book of 

Ecclesiastes 1:4 
103

 This subchapter resulted from a research stay devoted to óHuman Ethology and classical Geopoliticsô 

at Universidade de Lisboa. Special thanks to the Grant Agency of Charles University in Prague for the 

financial support.  
104

 António Marques Bessa, Ensaio sobre o fim da nossa Idade (Lisboa: Edições do Tempo, 1978), 22. 
105

 Konrad Lorenz, Os Oito Pecados Mortais da Civilização (Lisboa: Moraes, 1974). 
106

 Niko Tinbergen, The Study of Instinct (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1951). 
107

 Irenäus Eibl-Eibesfeldt, El Hombre Preprogramado (Madrid: Allianza Editorial, 1977). 

     Irenäus Eibl-Eibesfeldt, Human Ethology (New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 1989). 
108

 Desmond Morris, The Naked Ape (London: Corgy Books, 1969). 
109

 Humphry Knipe and George Maclay, The Dominant Man (London: Fontana, 1972). 
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and instincts do matter when studying Man, and by doing this, they made natural and 

social sciences come closer. That kind of approach has certain consequences. In fact, 

while acknowledging those arguments, not only the idea that humans are ótabula rasaô 

has to be rejected, but also the argument that human individuals have a psychogenetic 

óprogram a prioriô takes shape, consolidates and must be accepted
111

. It follows that the 

total reformulation of the human being in accordance with any political or social 

structure is simply regarded as hopeless. Furthermore, the discipline re-introduced or 

rediscovered concepts such as: ñaggressivenessò, ñcompetitivityò, ñhierarchyò, and 

ñdominanceò, after the long romanticist age of darkness, in which Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau (1712-1778) and Karl Marx (1818-1883) could be pointed out as ultimate 

masters. The study will come back to this issue below. 

The assumption of ñimmutabilityò of Man in this domain is not strange to the 

scientific community, despite the provisional aspect of the scientific knowledge per se. 

Otherwise, Mendel and his discovery of the laws of inheritance would still be refused 

(as they were in the past) and, therefore, they could not constitute part of classical 

genetics as they do
112

. The crucial point is then to acknowledge the idea of the 

perpetuation of certain characteristics, which turns down the notion of ñdialectic 

contradictionsò in that domain
113

. Hence, it is considered definite that genetic 

inheritance assures a perpetual inequality among Man. 

Bessa, the main spreader of Human Ethology in Portugal, systematized these 

ideas
114

 and reinforced the assumption that society is nothing, but ónaturalô
115

, in the 
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 Robert Ardrey, The Territorial Imperative (Oxford: Atheneum, 1966) 

http://mail.solargeneral.com/library/territorial-imperative-robert-ardrey.pdf 
111

 Konrad Lorenz, La Outra Cara del Espejo (Barcelona: Plaza y Janés, 1974). 
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 Peter J. Bowler, The Mendelian Revolution (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989). 

It is opportune to emphasize that the principle of genetic inheritance is incompatible with dialectical 

materialism, as the failure of Lysenko (1898-1976) demonstrated ï Stefano de Luca, óLa Scienza 

Ideologica - Trofim Denisovic Lysenko e la biologia sovi®tica,ô InStoria ï rivista online di storia & 

informazione, February, 2006, http://www.instoria.it/home/La_scienza_ideologica.htm 
113

 Paul Leyhausen and Konrad Lorenz, Biologia del Comportamiento ï raíces instintivas de la agresión, 

el miedo y la libertad (Ciudad de México: siglo veintiuno editores Mexico, 1985), 10. 

Explore also: The Genetic Atlas, óWorld Y-DNA frequencies,ôApril 1, 2014, 

http://www.thegeneticatlas.com/World_Y-DNA.htm 
114

 António Marques Bessa, O Trabalho das Ideias (Lisboa: Instituto Superior de Ciências Sociais e 
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sense of basic óanimal organizationô
116

. Moreover, an óanimal organizationô that is not 

independent of hierarchies, as Lorenz insisted too
117

. In fact, the human society, as a 

complex structure, endorses a natural necessity for a minority of individuals that rules 

over a majority. That key idea was already largely debated in political science 

literature
118

. On the other hand, it also touches the matter of the territory, since humans 

(as said organized in societies) have not been able to disengage themselves from the 

physical space. 

Taking into account that he resumed the key findings of Ethology, it is useful to 

quote Bessa once again: (i) like other vertebrates, humans are also territorial animals 

that control and defend their space; (ii) in human societies, similar to other animal 

societies, a natural hierarchy can be noticed, establishing leaders and subjects; (iii) 

human aggressiveness is not directly caused by an external environment, but is part of 

instinct instead; (iv) understood as structure, society may be perceived as an animal 

accomplishment, rather than a product of any social contract, even less a rousseaunian 

one based on the bon sauvage myth
119

. 

As it was introduced above (and for the sake of coherence) there are theoretical 

implications while accepting the conclusions of Ethology. Some of them include putting 

an end to romanticist Marxist and Freudian explanations of the behavior of Man, 

looking for more logical and consistent explanations. Concerning Marxism in particular, 

one must keep in mind that, not only Marxist ideas about private property (and the state 

as its guarantor) as a human inventions
120

, but also the dismissal of instinctual forces 
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and the hope in the possibility of a continuing process of human perfecting (shared by 

Liberals and Idealists too), are directly contradicted by Ethologyôs studies
121

.  

Among the concepts that Human Ethology works with, the just mentioned 

concept of TERRITORIALITY is certainly one of the most important in the field of this 

thesis: geopolitical studies.  

As seen in Bessaôs resume (point (i)) the science of Ethology has been sustaining 

the argument that Man possesses a natural tendency to conquer, to manage, to control 

and to defend his territories. Besides, some of the Ethologyôs scholars insisted on 

adding to that argument the assumption of a natural sense of hierarchy among Man
122

.  

 

 

1.1.2. Why is territoriality important for geopolitical studies? 

 

The main idea of this subchapter 1.1., which is devoted to the place of Ethology 

as ground zero of geopolitical studies, can be articulated in one phrase only:  

ópoucas sociedades animais escap[av]am às leis da 

territorialidadeô
123

.  

 

So, the central idea here is the condition of constraining of Man by the territory. 

This idea is the fundament of this research piece as a whole. Hence it is not a question 

of óconfiguration of territorial spaceô
124

 , but accepting TERRITORIALITY as a material 

human reality instead
125

. 
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At this point, one finds the reason why geopolitical studies are so relevant in the 

domain of Political Science. If human societies cannot escape from the laws of 

territoriality (and either part of instinct or not
126

) ï and no matter how great information 

and digital revolutions are at present, or even can be in the future one can predict ï then 

territory does matter. Consequently, studies about territory do find their continuing 

relevance too. Among them, one finds geopolitical studies as a scientific approach
127

. 

If to geography one adds identity, as Chauprade and Thual did
128

, one obtains 

the outline of the majority of the geopolitical factors [cf. APPENDIX 3].  

 

 

1.1.3. Geography as geopolitical studiesô bedrock 

 

Disregarding the discussion about either instinct, culture, or whatever the cause 

of territoriality might be, the fact under the light and one of the most important points of 

this subchapter is that the Human Being is rooted in óspaceô, i.e. in the territory. Not 

only Man cannot release himself from the physical territory, but Man also embraces the 

need to possess and occupy a certain territory, transforming it under his intentions
129

. 

Those premises would have universal validity.  
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Press, 1986), 1. 
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Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs (Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 568. Transl. ñ... the need for territory, the 
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against Fate (New York: Random House, 2012), 29.) 
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TERRITORIALITY is, consequently, the first concept to bear in mind:  

óTerritoriality is a primary geographical expression 

of social power. It is the means by which space and 

society are interrelated.ô
130

  

 

Once again, the relevance of geopolitical studies with its supreme goal ï to study 

and to explain the impact of the geographical setting on human political activity at the 

international level ï follows logically. 

Although the preliminary definition of geopolitical studies has just been given, it 

is required to revisit the [theoretical and methodological] context of core disciplines 

(Geography and Political Geography) linked to the geopolitical studiesô field before 

making further considerations. 

 

i. Geography 

 It is useful reminding that GEOGRAPHY [cf. APPENDIX 2] is a very ancient human 

activity, indeed. At the year 450 BC, Hellenic historian Herodotus (484-425 BC), the 

ñFather of Historyò, compiled a map of the world that was known at the time. It is 

interesting to remark that it was a historian who drew the first ñWorld-mapò. In fact, as 

the text will discuss below, geopolitical studiesô methodological guidelines are nothing 

but based on the dynamic interconnections between geography and history [cf. Section 

1.2.3.].  

Eratosthenes (276-194 BC), the Hellenic citizen who tried to determine the 

circumference of the earth in 240 BC ï at a time in which there was no empirical proof 

that the Earth is a globe
131

 ï is considered the ñFather of Geographyò. 
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the lyrics of The Internationale, both Portuguese and Brazilian versions, and the second stanza of The 

Internationaleôs  lyrics in the version of the Portuguese Communist Partyôs anthem.  
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 Robert David Sack, Human territoriality ï Its theory and history (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1986), 5. 
131

 Fernão de Magalhães (Ferdinand Magellan), the Portuguese explorer, was the first to prove that the 
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enterprise was not an isolated event, but a consequence from the scientific developments from Portugal at 

that period. 

In fact, in 1417 Infante D. Henrique (Prince Henry the Navigator) established the School of Sagres. In 

spite of  the existence of a debate in historiography that does not matter for this study (stating that School 

of Sagres was not a research institute in the modern sense), what matters for now is that the óSchool of 

Sagresô constituted a cluster of navigators, cartographers, wide range of people with naval experience, 

who produced world-impact knowledge, which granted to Portugal a place among the main contributors 

for scientific developments at the period of Renaissance, a milestone of Western Civilization [cf. 

Suchapter 8.1.]. 
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 Moving from those classical references to the 19
th
 century, the year of 1817 was 

a crucial year for Geography as a modern discipline, since the first volume of Carl 

Ritter's (1779-1859) Die Erkunde was published. In 1820, the teaching of Geography 

was declared compulsory in the German Confederation
132

, and the first Chairs in 

Geography at Universities, as well as the first Geographical Societies, were founded 

around Europe continuously during the 19
th
 century.  

Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) is also a major name in the endeavor to 

improve geographical studies, having elaborated on the principle of causality and 

developed the methodological technique of direct observation. 

In terms of subdivisions, Geography may be essentially divided into (1) Physical 

Geography (e.g. Geodesy, Topography (Orography), Geomorphology, Hydrology and 

Hydrography (Oceanography, Glaciology), Geomatics); and (2) Human Geography (e.g. 

political geography (e.g. electoral geography, military geography, geopolitical studies), 

cultural geography (e.g. geography of religions, geography of language ï yet, if 

dimensions like religion or language are projected at the international level, they will 

naturally fall also on the geopolitical studiesô field), historical geography, economic 

geography, health geography, geography of populations / demography, 

anthropogeography, development geography)
133

. 

Although Geography is, in fact, a wide multidisciplinary science as such (using 

findings from geology, chemistry, mathematics, history, physics, astronomy, biology, 

ecology among others), Geography embraces, however, a methodological nucleus, 

which provides unity
134

. The system of methods, unlike the object or the finality, is 

considered the most precious nucleus of Science. 

In this context, the unity of Geography is also provided by certain principles
135

: 

(a) the principle of Extension, formulated by Ratzel, requires establishing phenomenaôs 

location, simultaneously circumscribing its impact; (b) the principle of Comparison, 
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 Pascal Lorot , Histoire de la Géopolitique (Paris: Economica, 1995), 8. 
133
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 Vide for example: David T. Herbert and John A. Matthews, eds., Unifying Geography: Common 
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135

 Manoel Pio Alves J¼nior, óPrinc²pios da Geografia ï Descrição dos princípios metodológicos da 

Geografia,ô last modified March, 2012, Dr. Jos® Ferreira Blogs, 
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promoted by Ritter and Vidal de la Blache, among others (a method common in social 

sciences) aims to establish similarities and differences in respect to certain phenomena, 

also providing a sense of proportion; (c) the principle of Causation finds a major 

proponent in Humboldt ï the principle sustains the quest for unveiling causes and 

determining consequences concerning phenomena under study; (d) the principle of 

Interaction ï Brunhes was interested in this principle ï calls the attention to the fact that 

no phenomenon exists on its own, it is not isolated, but it is integrated into a net of 

relations with other phenomena and/or actors instead, that need to be pointed out; (e) the 

principle of Activity ï again Brunhes ï established the necessity of a dynamic approach 

towards phenomena, supporting historical analysis in order to (1) understand the past 

developments of phenomena, and (2) gain some perspectives concerning their future 

evolution. 

In general, there are four permanent objectives in geographical studies
136

: (i) to 

locate geographical phenomena (namely on a map); (ii) to describe geographical 

phenomena; (iii) to explain/ to contextualize geographical phenomena; (iv) to establish 

the relations of the geographical phenomena. 

Research trips for direct observation and description, as well as statistics, make 

part of the group of techniques used in Geography. Furthermore, maps, along with 

representations of the terrestrial globe, are some of the most important instruments for 

expression of results
137

.  

Geographic information system (which had a tremendous impact on 

cartography), remote sensing, geostatistics, other qualitative geographical methods (e.g. 

ethnography) may be pointed out as other methods and techniques in Geography too. 

Finally, concerning scale, there is a great variety in geographical studies: the 

researcher may focus from the entire Globe to a small location, depending on the object 

under study. 

 

ii.  Narrowing the domain: Political Geography 

Political geography, as a branch of human geography, is devoted to the study of 

the relations between geography and politics. In other words, it is not only the study of 

                                                 
136

 Enciclopédia Delta Universal, s.v. óGeografia.ô 
137

 For example, Travassos mentioned constantly the study and examination of maps as primary 

procedure of inquiry ï Mário Travassos, Projecção Continental do Brasil (São Paulo: Companhia Editora 

Nacional, 1935). 
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spatial distribution of political processes but also how such processes suffer the impact 

of the geographical setting (e.g. position [geopolitical factor #2]). 

 This research piece suggests that a conception that identifies three different 

levels within Political Geography is perhaps the key issue in the delimitation of the 

field: (1) Intrastate level (local), e.g. óThe city as spatial phenomenonô in Ratzelôs 

Political Geography
138

; (2) State-level (national) e.g. Siegfriedôs studies on electoral 

studies
139

; and (3) Inter-state (international), i.e. geopolitical studies, e.g. Sickerôs study 

on the relations between geography and foreign policy
140

. 

 In this way, Political Geography ï in accordance with the circumstances, 

assisted or not by strategic studies (it will depend on the research objectives) ï may deal 

with following issues: (a) relocation of the capital (if there are no foreign direct 

implications); (b) spatial effective occupation of the territory; (c) antagonist areas within 

borders; (d) internal migrations. 

Summing up, Political Geography includes Geopolitical Studies, but 

Geopolitical Studies may be considered a free domain, in the sense that comprises a 

specific theoretical and methodological framework (within Political Science
141

), 

necessarily different from the one used in other levels of analysis in Political 

Geography.  

óDynamismô as characteristic of geopolitical studies
142

 will be below recaptured 

as an attribute that helps to differentiate, conclusively, geopolitical studies from political 

geography. 
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óé[E]ine internationalé Geopolitik 

eines der besten Mittel zur Vermeidung künftiger 

Weltkatastrophen sein w¿rde.ô
 143

 

 

Karl Haushofer 

 

 

1.2. Geopolitical studies or neoclassical geopolitics  

 

In the past, the author wrote a paper with the goal of systematizing several 

preliminary assumptions about the theoretical and methodological framework of 

geopolitical studies
144

. This study will  recapture the findings of that paper and push 

forward other arguments and theoretical formulations. Thus, to understand the current 

study is highly recommendable to get in touch with that paper. 

If it is aimed to locate ógeopoliticsô ï which currently is often nothing but a 

fancy word ï in the scientific sphere, then the field must be demarcated and submitted 

to the demands of the scientific method. So, with the view to operationalizing those two 

tasks, it is required to go through the history of the discipline of Geopolitics, examining 

the limitations of both classical [cf. Section 1.2.1.] and critical geopolitics [cf. 1.2.2] 

from the scientific point of view, putting the light on neoclassical geopolitics as an 

operable alternative [cf. 1.2.3.].  

  

 

1.2.1. Classical geopolitics  

  

It may be truthfully considered that óGeopoliticsô started as a discipline with the 

appearance of the term óGeopolitikô (coined by Rudolf Kjellén exactly in 1899) in the 

transition from the 19
th
 century to 20

th
 century. In that period Mackinder, in his The 

                                                 
143

 transl. óé[A]n international geopoliticsécould become one of the best means to prevent future world 
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 Nuno Morgado, óVindicating Neoclassical Geopolitics, Challenging Postmodernism ï A New Look at 
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Geographical Pivot of History
145

, truly came up with a perspective that looked at 

international relations through the lens of geography. 

Due to the spatial restrictions of this thesis and, and most of all, its object, it is 

materially impossible to describe, to theorize, and to analyze all the authors and schools 

from the so-called classical geopolitics
146

. Above all, it would be extremely immodest 

to consider that the main ideas of classical geopolitics could be covered in 10-15 pages 

ï even in a very synthetic way. Consequently, the study will start by assuming that the 

main ideas, theories, and methodological weaknesses from classical geopolitics are 

already known by the reader
147

.  
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 The central aspect to underline concerning classical geopolitics is that classical 

geopolitics are not what geopolitical studies are about, either regarding some of the 

theorical assumptions or methodological procedures
148

. In other words, classical 

geopolitics has then missing links to the scientific method and puts a focus on political 

prescriptions, commitment with political power, etc.  

In spite of those deficiencies, the majority of the concepts that geopolitical 

studies work with were in fact created by authors of classical geopolitics, and their 

validity remains as isolated tools, for both logical reasoning and empirical tests.  

In these circumstances, it is now opportune to introduce that the expression 

Neoclassical Geopolitics corresponds, for this study, to the denomination of 

Geopolitical Studies. In one phrase only, this means that geopolitical studies as 

scientific approach are synonymous with neoclassical geopolitics. The subject will be 

revisited in the next sections. 

 

 

1.2.2. Critical  geopolitics  

 

A debate under the title ócritical versus neoclassical geopoliticsô constitutes 

certainly a topic worthy of an entirely new Ph.D. thesis and a bunch of papers and 

books. Despite that, for the sake of contextualization of the theoretical and 

methodological approach, one is forced to give some brief comments about critical 

geopolitics, which will necessarily remain insufficient. Thus the discussion is to be 

continued in other works. 

Elsewhere it was accomplished by the author an introductory study of critical 

geopolitics from the neoclassical geopolitics perspective
149

. There, the credibility of that 

approach from the scientific point of view was assessed, particularly taking into account 

the positioning of the majority of critical geopoliticsô authors themselves as óanti-

                                                 
148

 The purpose of justifying territorial claims in French School of Geopolitics, e.g. French ónatural 

bordersô thesisô that claimed territorial stretch till river Rhine, clearly with absortion of Elsaß-Lothringen 

as geostrategic goal as Brill pointed out (Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? 

(Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994), 83-88, 102ff) is an example of theoretical and methodological 

problems in classical geopolitics. 
149

 Nuno Morgado, óIn Vindication of Neoclassical Geopolitics. Rediscovering German School of 

Geopolitics ï overcoming Postmodernism,ô in: Conference SVV (SpecifickĨ VysokoġkolskĨ VĨzkum), 

Transformaļn² tendence souļasnĨch politickĨch syst®mŢ, Prague, Czech Republic, 26
th
 September 2013. 

Nuno Morgado, óVindicating Neoclassical Geopolitics, Challenging Postmodernism ï A New Look at an 

Old Problem,ô Central European Journal of International and Security Studies vol. 8, no. 4 (December 

2014): 189 ï 191. 
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scienceô
150

. If neoclassical geopolitics aims to be contained within the scientific sphere, 

one finds the first logical incompatibility between critical and neoclassical geopolitics. 

 Secondly, whereas neoclassical geopolitics asserts that (i) in ontological terms a 

social reality exists independently of the human mind, and (ii) in epistemological terms 

considers possible an approach to that reality
151

, critical geopolitics is located at the 

antipodes of such positions, claiming that ópolitical discoursesô, as constructed 

elements, are the key object to be deconstructed and de-legitimized
152

, i.e. the 

geographical setting and identity, realities per se, fall automatically into the place of 

secondary objects or even ignored
153

. The study will develop this topic, demonstrating 

that to neoclassical geopolitics geographical setting and identity are top-level causal 

factors per se [Section 1.2.3 and Chapter 2] (consequently not mere ñconstructionsò, as 

critical geopolitics contends). 

 The third incompatibility between critical and neoclassical geopolitics is 

methodological. Whereas neoclassical geopolitics fully accepts the scientific method 

and tries to work with all its instruments (e.g. hypotheses, variables, verification, 

empirical tests, prediction) and theoretical perspectives (e.g. refusal of determinism, 

openness to verification, provisionally accepted) carefully, critical geopolitics, as said, 

looks at itself as an ñanti-scienceò which implies methods such as ógenealogyô or 

ódeconstructionô that do not make part of the scientific sphere. 

 To better understand the incompatibilities between critical and neoclassical 

geopolitics it is opportune to bring some literature in. Within the limits of the literature 

review on this topic, the most recent and one of the best critiques that critical 

geopolitics received was accomplished in a paper by Haverluk et al., from which can be 

                                                 
150

 This positioning demonstrates direct influence of Foucault and his ógenealogy as an ñanti-scienceò 

fighting against the power-effects characteristics of any discourse that is regarded as scientificéô upon 

critical geopolitics ï Giorgio Shani, óDe-colonizing Foucault,ô International Political Sociology vol. 4, 

no. 2 (June 2010): 210. 
151

 The relevance of the phenomenological attitude is particularly important at this instance. 
152

 ó. . .critical geopolitics connected political geography to the developments of human geography that, 

under the broad influence of postmodernism, had taken a ñcultural turnò in which landscapes, media and 

everyday behavior were deconstructed and read to uncover power relationsô ï Colin Flint and Peter 

Taylor, Political Geography: World-Economy, Nation-Sate and Locality (Essex: Pearson Education, 

2007), 42. Or the idea that geography is an óargumentô only or primarily ï Geróid Ó Tuathail, Critical 

Geopolitics (Minneapolis: Borderlines, 1996), 52. 
153

 Vide, among others, this sources: 

Gearóid Ó Tuathail, Critical Geopolitics (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1996). 

John Agnew, Katharyne Mitchell and Gearóid Ó Tuathail, eds., A Companion to Political Geography 

(Oxford: Blackwell, 2003). 

Simon Dalby and Gearóid Ó Tuathail, eds., Rethinking Geopolitics (London: Routledge, 1998). 
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deduced an exhortation for the establishment of neoclassical geopolitics
154

. Not only 

those authors put under the light the aims of critical geopolitics on changing óstate 

power structuresô
155

 and its refusal of working with maps
156

, the authors also analyzed 

critical geopoliticsô anti-environmental aspect
157

.  

In addition to critical geopoliticsô refusal to look at facts or material reality 

(ócommon senseô)
158

, Haverluk et al. insisted in the peculiar characteristic of critical 

geopolitics of ó. . .çutopian wishful thinkingè of the radical left. . .ô
159

. This point is 

particularly important. In fact, on the ideological engagement of critical geopolitics, it is 

interesting to note that Owens also mentioned that: 

óMarxists and adherents of ñcritical geopoliticsò 

dismiss classical geopolitics. . .ô
160

 
 

The engagement of critical geopolitics with the radical left must be an object of earnest 

reasoning since the radical left (and particularly the streams attached to the marxist-

leninist international movement) comprises the inescapable obligation of the 

transformation of the political structures. Marx himself proclaimed:  

óThe philosophers have only interpreted the world, 

in various ways; the point is to change it.ô
161

  

 

In this vein, whereas the engagement of critical geopolitics in the ideological 

realm of the radical left that aims to transform reality and its political structures (speech 

                                                 
154

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014). 
155

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 21-

23. 
156

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 23-

25. 

As it will be contended, maps are crucial instruments in geopolitical studies. 
157

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 25-

32. 
158

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 20. 

Glassner and Fahrer identified that very same problem of lack of empirical tests too: ódifficulty in 

building a theoretical baseô and óapproaches [which] tend to ignore realityô ï Martin Glassner and Chuck 

Fahrer, Political Geograph (New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2004), 284. Vide also: Martin 

Glassner, Political Geography (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1996), 336. 

Therefore, unlike critical geopolitics, neoclassical geopolitics intents testing hypotheses against empirical 

data, working with empirical puzzles, etc. [vide Part IV of this study]. 
159

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 20 
160

 Mackubin Thomas Owens, ñIn Defense of Classical Geopolitics,ò last modified November 21, 2014, 

http://www.badgleyb.net/geopolitics/docs/theory/defenseofclassicalgeop.htm 
161

 Karl Marx, óTheses On Feuerbach,ô last modified February, 2005, Marx/Engels Internet Archive, 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/theses.htm 
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of the agent) cannot be, for that reason, compatibilized with the scientific activity; on 

the other hand, neoclassical geopolitics, which abdicates of causing any political effects 

and is committed exclusively with the attempts of approaching reality can be offered as 

a substitute of critical geopolitics as a scientific activity tout court (speech of the 

scientist)
162

. The key point at stake here is that there is an irresolvable incompatibility of 

critical geopoliticsô ideological positioning with the scientific activity
163

. The speech of 

the agent is not and cannot be the speech of the scientist [cf. Section 1.2.3., Subsection 

ii.].  For that reason, as it will be listed below, one of the rules that Chauprade put forth 

for the establishment of geopolitical studies as a scientific activity is, precisely, the most 

explicit refusal of any ideological submission
164

. 

The real importance of geopolitical factors as causes shaping statesô behavior is 

an argument to be decomposed and explained in the next sections of the text. In this 

way, the terms of neoclassical geopolitics are neither about geography being the single 

cause able to explain the ñwhole realityò, nor about geography being a mere 

representation that ñcreatesò or ñconstructsò a reality that constitutes then the 

ñprincipleò to be followed or obeyed. Therefore, neoclassical geopolitics or geopolitical 

studies cannot be reduced to a óscience of representationsô
165

, as critical geopolitics 

intended to do, despite the fact that ideas and representations will find their place in the 

theoretical and methodological framework of neoclassical geopolitics. In the next 

section and subchapter it will be explained in detail how is that so. For now, the study 

merely introduces the issue.  

                                                 
162

 In this way, the accusation that geopolitics is focused on ówritingô instead of ódescribingô looses its 

basis ï Joe Painter and Alex Jeffrey, Political Geography (London: SAGE, 2009), 206.  
163

 Contini contended that critical geopolitics is not only based on Foucauldian postmodernism but also on 

Gramsciôs concepts ï Alaerte A. M. Contini, óDa Geopolítica Cl§ssica ¨ Geopol²tica Cr²ticaô, last 

modified April 2017, Àmbito Jurídico, http://www.ambito-

juridico.com.br/site/index.php?n_link=revista_artigos_leitura&artigo_id=9954&revista_caderno=15 

Regarding this topic, it is noteworthy that Gramsci is one of the most important authorities of cultural 

[neo-]Marxism with the purpose of denouncing «oppressive ideological instruments» in the path to the 

socialist society ï Antonio Gramsci, Quaderni del carcere (Torino: Giulio Einaudi, 1977). Available 

online at: http://www.inventati.org/thinklab/archivio/gramsci/Gramsci%20-

%20Quaderni%20del%20carcere%20vol%201%20(I-V).pdf 

Ramifying the argument, Antonsich, by its side, underlined that Marxist influence on Ó Tuathail remains 

unclear ï Marco Antonsich, óDis-placing or re-placing hegemonic geopolitical discourse? 

Reading/writing Gearóid Ó Tuathailôs ócritical geopoliticsôô, last modified April 2017, Academia.edu, 

http://www.academia.edu/2286337/Dis-placing_or_re-

placing_hegemonic_geopolitical_discourse_Reading_writing_Gear%C3%B3id_%C3%93_Tuathail_s_cri

tical_geopolitics_, 28. 
164

 With the refusal of ideological engagement, neoclassical geopolitics avoids the accusation of ñobeying 

to power structuresò, as classical geopolitics was accused of ï Joe Painter and Alex Jeffrey, Political 

Geography (London: SAGE, 2009), 203. 
165

 Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. 

(Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 495. 
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So, the framework of neoclassical geopolitics integrates that aspect of critical 

geopolitics in methodological terms. As Guzzini put it : 

óéthe role of geographic factors driven by the 

understandings actors have about them.ô
166

 

 

In the understanding of neoclassical geopolitics in this research piece, that 

quotation means ®litesô perceptions, which together with ®litesô capacities, will be 

formulated as variables and included into the theoretical and methodological framework 

of neoclassical geopolitics [cf. Subchapter 2.1.]
167

. 

A final comment is due to Mamadouhôs paper, from which the expression 

neoclassical geopolitics was taken
168

. There can be pointed out four inconsistent points 

between Mamadouhôs perspective and neoclassical geopolitics, as it is formulated in 

this thesis: (i) the science of neoclassical geopolitics is not óapliedô but it intends to be 

purely academic, (ii) its methodology and objectives are isolated from those of 

geostrategy, (iii) to neoclassical geopolitics the state does not remain a black box, and 

(iv) consequently there is no ósharp distinctionô between domestic politics and foreign 

policy. All these points will be underpinned until the end of PART I.  

Despite that, Mamadouh was accurate while describing the purpose of 

neoclassical geopolitics :  

ó. . .it is about the effects of geographical location 

and other geographical features on the foreign 

policy of a state and its relations with other states. 

It is also concerned with the strategic value of 

geographical factors (resources, access to the sea, 

etc.).ô
169

 

 

For all the mentioned reasons, although critical geopolitics had the merit to put 

light on the weaknesses of classical geopolitics, and brought considerations that can be 

accepted in the scientific work
170

, Kellyôs proposal of bringing [neo]classical 

                                                 
166

 Stefano Guzzini, ed., The Return of Geopolitics in Europe? Social Mechanisms and Foreign Policy 

Identity Crises (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012), 14. 
167

 In spite of taking into account, as object of study, a system of ideas and representations (that can be 

operationalized and studied with some accuracy), neoclassical geopolitics does not use concepts such as 

ógeographical imaginationô or ógeopolitical visionsô that are certainly expressions attached to radical 

perspectivism that is rejected by the field [cf. Subchapter 2.1.]. 
168

 V. D. Mamadouh, óGeopolitics in the nineties: one flag, many meanings,ô GeoJournal no. 46 (1998). 
169

 V. D. Mamadouh, óGeopolitics in the nineties: one flag, many meanings,ô GeoJournal no. 46 (1998): 

238. 
170

 Such as: the mentioned point of ®litesô perceptions or avoiding the creation of a óhomogeneous order 

of the spatialô ï Geróid Ó Tuathail, Critical Geopolitics (Minneapolis: Borderlines, 1996), 42. 
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geopolitics and critical geopolitics ócloser togetherô is considered with skepticism
171

. 

Exposing or stating (not óunmaskingô
172

) these assumptions can help in the development 

of a new scientific approach that can compete or perhaps even substitute critical 

geopolitics, which has been dominating geopolitical scholarship in the United States of 

America
173

, and is predominant in the European countries as well. 

If the goal is ñto developò it is then inferred that someone already started the 

procedures for the foundation
174

. For this study, the main references in neoclassical 

                                                 
171

 Phil Kelly, óA Critique of Critical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 11, no. 1 (August 2006). 
172

 Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What? (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), 56 
173

 Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. Beauchemin, Brandon A. Mueller, óThe Three Critical Flaws of 

Critical Geopolitics: Towards a Neo-Classical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 19, no. 1 (January 2014): 19. 
174

 There are authors who gave or still give major contributions to geopolitical studiesô framework 

[neoclassical geopolitics]. Among other names: J. Vicens Vives, Saul Cohen, Heinz Brill whose works 

will be quoted over and over again, as well as the mentioned Terrence W. Haverluk, Kevin M. 

Beauchemin and Brandon A. Mueller. It can also be enumerated: Everett Dolman (Everett C. Dolman, 

Astropolitik: Classical Geopolitics in the Space Age (Portland: Frank Cass, 2002)), Gyula Csurgai, 

(Gyula Csurgai, ed., Geopolitics: Schools of Thought, Method of Analysis and Case Studies. Geneva: 

Edition de Penthes, 2009), Robert D. Kaplan (Robert D. Kaplan, The Revenge of Geography ï What the 

Map tells us about coming conflicts and the battle against Fate (New York: Random House, 2012)), 

Philip Kelly (Philip Kelly, óA Critique of Critical Geopolitics,ô Geopolitics vol. 11, no. 1 (August 2006)). 

In the Portuguese language: P. Valente de Almeida (Políbio Valente de Almeida, Do Poder do Pequeno 

Estado (Enquadramento geopolítico da hierarquia das potências) (Lisboa: Instituto Superior de Ciências 

Sociais e Políticas, 2012)), J. Borges de Macedo (Jorge Borges de Macedo, História Diplomática 

Portuguesa ï Constantes e Linhas de Força (Lisboa: Instituto de Defesa Nacional, 2006)), A. Marques 

Bessa e C. Mendes Dias (António Marques Bessa and Carlos Mendes Dias, O Salto do Tigre ï 

Geopolítica Aplicada (Lisboa: Prefácio, 2007)), José F. Nogueira (José M. Freire Nogueira, O Método 

Geopolítico Alargado ï Persistências e Contingências em Portugal e no Mundo (Lisboa: Instituto de 

Estudos Superiores Militares, 2011)) and José P. Ferreira Teixeira (José P. Ferreira Teixeira published a 

couple of articles about geopolitics in Nação e Defesa Journal, and he translated Defargesô quoted book to 

Portuguese language). 

At the Charles University in Prague, particularly, a group of lecturers
 
[vide at the end of this footnote] has 

been resisting, maintaining and developing geopolitical studies as a science under the realist theoretical 

tradition. That is something scarce in our days taking into account that, as it was mentioned, the majority 

of the Academia devoted to geopolitics (teaching, journals editing) is mainly ruled by critical geopoliticsô 

proponents. 

Michal Romancov, óQuo vadis, Russia? Current Russian position between Asia and Europe,ô in 

Contemporary security dilemmas: reflections on security in East Asia and Central Europe, ed. Ladislav 

Cabada and Ġ§rka Waisov§ (PlzeŔ: Aleġ ĻenŊk, 2006). 

Martin Riegl, óLanguage and identity in Cyprus,ô The Annual of Language & Politics and Politics of 

Identity no. 2 (2008). 

Jan KofroŔ, óPossibilities of Neoclassical Geopolitics: a Systemic Approachô (Abstract & Introduction 

Ph.D. thesis, Charles University in Prague, 2012). 

Takashi Hosoda, óThe Senkaku Islands and Japan,ô in Strategic Regions in 21st Century  Power Politics, 

ed. by Martin Riegl, Jakub Landovský and Irina Valko (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars 

Publishing, 2014). 

Irina Valko, óDifferentiating Arctic Provinces: A Cluster Analysis of Geographic and Geopolitical 

Indicators,ô Central European Journal of International and Security Studies vol. 8, no. 4 (December 

2014). 

Bohumil Doboġ, óThe Indian Ocean: The Neomedieval Analysis,ô in Strategic Regions in 21st Century  

Power Politics, ed. by Martin Riegl, Jakub Landovský and Irina Valko (Newcastle upon Tyne: 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2014). 

The author of this thesis (vide also the papers quoted). 
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geopolitics are Chauprade and Thual. Their contributions will be intensively dissected 

and explained in the next section.  

Concluding this section, Chaupradeôs rules of geopolitical studies put definitely 

forth the impossibility of making critical and neoclassical geopolitics fully compatible 

and underline the clear preference of this study for the latter
175

. The rules are: (a) to 

refuse a single cause to explain problems (matching with the realist theoretical 

tradition
176

); (b) to refuse submission to any ideology, but to include ideology as 

element to be itself analyzed; (c) to delimit what exactly geopolitical studies are about; 

(d) to clearly separate geopolitical studies from any nationalist purposes; (e) to test 

hypotheses against several factors; (f) to insist in the duality continuous/discontinuous; 

(g) to choose the state as unit of analysis; (h) to test the strength of geopolitical factors 

in the course of history; (i) to clearly state the influences received.  

 

 

1.2.3. Delimitation of geopolitical studies (or neoclassical geopolitics) as 

scientific field 

 

Geopolitics, as a discipline, started badly ï that statement is conspicuously 

admitted. A deterministic approach to geopolitical phenomena, mechanic and absolutist 

biased theorizations concerning geography, promiscuity between the discipline and 

politics were some of the problems in classical geopolitics. Concerning German School 

of Geopolitics in particular, misguided interpretations of Raztel by his disciples 

(especially Kjellén), even some mysticism, and of course ultimate distortion of German 

School of Geopoliticsô concepts by the Nazi regime (once again, chaotic or non-existent 

delimitation between science and politics) were other problems that could be added to 

the former ones
177

.  

Consequently, to look at classical geopolitics with scorn would be considered 

the immediate reaction to take. That response ï assumed by the vast majority of the 

                                                 
175

 Aymeric Chauprade, G®opolitique. Constantes et changements dans lôhistoire (Paris: Éllipses, 2007), 

7-23. 
176

 Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, 

Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or 

Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 174. 
177

 About this matter vide: Nuno Morgado, óʅʦʚʦʝ ʦʪʢʨʳʪʠʝ ʪʝʣʣʫʨʦʢʨʘʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʛʝʦʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʠ ʚ 

ʎʝʥʪʨʘʣʴʥʦʡ ɽʚʨʦʧʝ (ʂ ʧʦʩʪʘʥʦʚʢʝ ʧʨʦʙʣʝʤʳ ʥʘʫʯʥʦʛʦ ʧʦʜʭʦʜʘ ʢ ʥʝʤʝʮʢʦʡ ʰʢʦʣʝ ʛʝʦʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʠ),ô 

Political Science (INION ï Russian Academy of Sciences), no. 2 (Summer-Autumn 2014). 
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literature and virtually by all literature of critical geopolitics ï would also be the easiest 

one in terms of common sense. However, science is not about common sense
178

.  

Therefore, being acknowledged that classical geopolitics may be compared to a 

city in ruins, result from combats from the past, the position here held ï in the line of 

the authorôs previous contributions ï will not be looking with disdain over every 

classical geopoliticsô formulation, but rather to traipse slowly among the ruins, with the 

objective of carefully verifying which are the ñbelongingsò that survived more or less 

intact (e.g. LAGE, RAUM) or even which ñbelongingsò are still under the stones, able to 

be re-framed (e.g. elastic conception of borders, Pan-ideas) and used in geopolitical 

studies. 

This said, and keeping in mind the task ï reframing ñbelongingsò (i.e. concepts) 

in a scientific theoretical and methodological approach ï the upcoming delimitation of 

geopolitical studies as scientific approach will be accomplished in the six following 

steps: (i) definition of geopolitical studies; (ii ) relations between geopolitical studies, 

political outputs, and ideologies; (iii) affinities of geopolitical studies with other fields 

(e.g. Geohistory, Geostrategy); (iv) theoretical fundaments in geopolitical studies; (v) 

concepts and theories in geopolitical studies; (vi) methodological guidelines in 

geopolitical studies. 

 

i. Definition of geopolitical studies 

The general definition of geopolitical studies as a science that studies the 

relations between political activity and space needs supplementary considerations
179

. 

To the acceptance of that definition, it is vital to add that the object under study 

respects to the international level [cf. Section 1.1.3], i.e. to the International Relations 

(IR) in general, and to statesô foreign policies in particular. 

In other words, this kind of branch of social sciences aims to study international 

relations emphasizing, since the very first moment, the STATE [cf. APPENDIX 2] 

                                                 
178

 Retaking the platonic gnoseological dualism, the true knowledge (ˊɘůŰɐɛɖ) is located at the antipodes 

of common sense (ŭɧɝŬ), since commitment and passion for searching for the essence of the reality, and 

hard work too, are compulsory for a researcher. 
179

 Vives stated: óé sentar las bases generales de una comprensi·n correcta del factor geogr§fico en el 

processo hist·rico de las comunidades humanas.ô (Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. 

El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico (Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 10). So, a purpose of 

geopolitics would be (transl.): óéto settle general bases in order to correctly understand the influence of 

the geographical factor on the historical process of human communities.ô 
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(understood as the most relevant IR actor) as ógeographically locatedô entity
180

. 

Therefore, the approach is particularly dedicated to analyzing correlations and 

causalities between the geographical setting and both statesô foreign policy outcomes 

and the international system as a whole
181

. 

In this context (as it will be demonstrated below) the political consequences that 

derive from the geographical LAGE (LOCATION) is simply one phenomenon studied by 

geopolitical studies. In fact, there are other geopolitical factors to be put under the light. 

Cohen defined geopolitics as the study about 

óthe relation of international political power to the 

geographical settingô
182

.  

 

This is a formulation that may be accepted, keeping in mind what was affirmed 

aboved
183

. In this way, having geography as its bedrock, geopolitical studies are also 

interactive and dynamic, trying to answer questions as those conveyed by Defarges
184

: 

óhow does geographical setting influence politics?ô and óhow do élites use space [at the 

international level]?ô  

Summing up, geopolitical studies are then defined as a descriptive-analytical 

approach that aims to explain the impact of the geographical setting on foreign policy 

and, by extension, on international politics. Later [cf. Chapter 2.1] an argument will be 

made to assert that ®litesô perceptions and capacities (identity) filter geographical 

settingôs impact, therefore, completing the definition.  

                                                 
180

 António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos Estados 

Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 25. 

António Marques Bessa and Carlos Mendes Dias, O Salto do Tigre ï Geopolítica Aplicada (Lisboa: 

Prefácio, 2007), 48. 

Or óspatial phenomenaô ï Geoffrey Parker, Western Geopolitical Thought in the Twentieth Century (New 

York: St. Martinôs, 1985), 1. 
181

 This perspective matches with Sicker, since ógeopolitical thinkingô is the idea that unifies his book ï 

Martin Sicker, Geography and Politics among Nations ï an Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: 

iUniverse, Inc., 2010). 
182

 Saul B. Cohen, Geography and Politics in a World Divided (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1973), 29. Cohen gave more details on his definition of geopolitics in a later book ï Saul B. Cohen, 

Geopolitics ï The Geography of International Relations (Lanham: Rowan & Littlefield publishers, 2009), 

12 ï which are compatible with neoclassical geopolitics approach. 

By their side, Haushofer, Obst, Lautensach and Maul stated: óDie Geopolitik ist die Lehre von der 

Erdgebundenheit der politischen Vorgängeô, in which no reference to IR can be noted ï Bausteine für 

Geopolitk, S.27. 
183

 That geography is a vast science, in which physical, biological and human components interact 

permanently [cf. Section 1.1.3.]. 
184

 Philippe Moreau Defarges, Introdução à Geopolítica, trans. José Pedro Teixeira Fernandes  (Lisboa: 

Gradiva, 2012), 13. 
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Hence, geopolitical studies constitute an approach to the international 

relations
185

, so geopolitical studies are not synonymous with international relations ï a 

mistake intensively repeated in mass media, for example. As a matter of fact, numerous 

topics of international relationsô studies (e.g. sociology of International Organizations, 

International Law stricto sensu) have weak links or are completely non-important to 

geopolitical studies.  

On the other hand, although the laboratory of geopolitical studies is the 

international chessboard, geopolitical studies cannot be properly perceived as a Theory 

of International Relations, in the sense that geopolitical studies do not ambition to 

explain grandly, abstractly and purely theoretically international political relations 

around the globe. It is also true that geopolitical studies are much more than a simple 

regionalist approach since the research in the field makes an effort to connect the 

phenomenon under study with the international system.  

Finally, geopolitical studies are not troubled about world hegemony or regional 

hegemony through a normative lens (that concerns to Geostrategy to some extent). 

Geopolitical studies are guided by the goal of analyzing the state-of-things instead, 

producing descriptions, explanations (causality and correlation) and predictions.  

At this point, Weigertôs observations about the existence of various 

ógeopoliticsôï confusing geopolitics with GRAND STRATEGY [cf. APPENDIX 2] or even 

with geostrategy ï may be considered, in this aspect, outdated
186

.  

Still in the topic of the definition of geopolitical studies, ógeopolitical studiesô as 

a scientific approach must be separated from óapplied geopoliticsô. The latter can be 

defined as a governmental technique of stateôs administration based on the geographical 

setting
187

. The connection among these two domains (one scientific and the other 

political tout court) takes shape either by the investigation that geopolitical studies carry 

out about applied geopolitics as an object or the results from geopolitical studies that 

applied geopolitics may consider pertinent to be included in the political activity. 

Nevertheless, the domains exist ontologically independent (Fig. 1). 

 

                                                 
185

 Martin Sicker, Geography and Politics among Nations ï an Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: 

iUniverse, Inc., 2010). 
186

 Hans Weigert, Generals and Geographers: The Twilight of Geopolitics (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1942), 22-23. 
187

 For example, the definition of geopolitics that Couto e Silva provided is alien to ñgeopolitical studiesò, 

but accurate in defining ñapplied geopoliticsò ï Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, 

o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil (Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980), 64. 
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Figure 1 

Geopolitical studies vs. applied geopolitics 

 

 GEOPOLITICAL STUDIES 
                   SCIENCE 

   (international relationsô level)                                    APPLIED GEOPOLITICS   

                                       POLITICS 

                           (both intra-state and international level) 
                                                                 Geostrategic maneuvers and Geoconjunctive maneuvers 

 

Therefore, geopolitical studies cannot be understood in terms of a ñtheory of 

living organismò or a ñconscience of stateò, but a scientific branch, consequently 

committed to the scientific method. One will  insist in this matter in the next subsection. 

 

ii.  Relations between geopolitical studies, political outputs, and ideologies 

The relations between geopolitical studies and politics are one of the most 

significant problems in the field. Consequently, this study will promptly devote some 

more attention to this matter. 

The demolishing criticism from critical geopolitics to ñgeopoliticsò is based on 

the already mentioned ñdenunciationò that this sort of approach is nothing but a cloak to 

undercover imperialistic goals
188

.  

As it was already argued, such criticism cannot be any longer sustained if one 

takes neoclassical geopoliticsô guidelines into account
189

. As a scientific approach, 

geopolitical studies make use of the scientific method to ó[c]omprender, no justificarô
190

 

political goals and outputs
191

.  

Dias affirmed that geopolitics could assist politics
192

. In fact, geopolitical studies 

may have a role in the dynamics of statesô political outcomes in the context of the 

international arena (thus influencing applied geopolitics). However, at the academic 

level, geopolitical studies should not be concerned about giving ñadvice to the Princeò, 

                                                 
188

 Vide for example: Gearóid Ó Tuathail, Critical Geopolitics (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 1996). 
189

 Nuno Morgado, óVindicating Neoclassical Geopolitics, Challenging Postmodernism. A New Look at 

an Old Problem,ô Central European Journal of International and Security Studies vol. 8, no. 4 (December 

2014): 239. 
190

 Transl. óto understand, not to justifyô ï Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El 

factor geográfico y el proceso histórico (Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 8. 
191

 Chauprade and Thual also expressed that neutral explanations in geopolitical studies are possible ï 

Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. (Paris: 

Ellipses, 1998), 485. 
192

 Carlos Mendes Dias, Geopolítica: Teorização Clássica e Ensinamentos (Lisboa: Prefácio, 2005), 59. 
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but only to carry out a study subordinated to the scientific method
193

. Thual added that 

geopolitical studies aim nothing but to answer their own questions
194

. This means that if 

geopolitical studies do not subsist isolated from practical politics ï both because (1) 

Politics are its own object of study, and also because (2) results from geopolitical 

studies may be used in the context of political activities, especially in the conduct of 

foreign policies ï it does not follow, however, that geopolitical studies exist to be vassal 

of political objectives. 

In this way, one can bring back the categorization of Neo-Eurasianism and 

Meridionalism as ideologies tout court, i.e. not as schools of thought that use the 

scientific method to analyze reality and to contribute to the progress of knowledge and 

the search for the essence of the reality, as a regular geopolitical study should target. 

Unlike that, although created from an amalgam of geopolitical concepts, ideas, theories, 

and principles ï into a confusing and contradictory synthesis as it will be analyzed ï 

Neo-Eurasianism targets simply to assist, or to provide the basis, so that a specific great 

power may (re-)emerge on the international arena. The same is valid for Meridionalism 

on supporting the Latin American regional integration maneuver
195

. Whether this 

positioning is acceptable or not in terms of political MODALITIES OF ACTION [cf. 

APPENDIX 2] that concerns to a normative perspective that this study will avoid
196

.  The 

true problem, from the point of the scientific knowledge, is that such modus operandi is 

in no way acceptable. That is one of the reasons that justify the existence of this thesis 

about this object [cf. APPENDIX 2: THEORY, DOCTRINE, AND IDEOLOGY]. 

                                                 
193

 In truth, geopolitical studies are not normative and prescriptive, its essence is rather explanatory -  

António Marques Bessa and Carlos Mendes Dias, O Salto do Tigre ï Geopolítica Aplicada (Lisboa: 

Prefácio, 2007), 24-25. 
194

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 4. 
195

 This sort of initiative is frequent in classical geopolitics, in which there is no systematized effort to 

distinguish Geopolitics from Geostrategy ï as this thesis tries to do.  One of the main questions for 

classical geopolitics would be: which part/region of the world must be controlled in order to grant control 

over the globe? Choke points, Heartland, Mitteleuropa and Eastern Europe, Rimland, the answers 

suceeded. Consequently, the works on classical geopolitics included often policy prescriptions, territorial 

justifications, etc. (issues that belong to the geostrategic domain). For example, even Vidal de la Blache, 

the creator of the possibilist theoretical fundament, produced a study about Alsace-Lorraine/Elsaß-

Lothringen, justifying why that region should be considered a French region (Paul Vidal de la Blache, La 

France de l'Est (Paris: La Découverte, 1994)). Apparenty, these facts might give reason to the 

ñdenunciationò done by critical geopolitics. Still, geopolitical studies or neoclassical geopolitics (as 

already stated) and its theoretical and methodological guidelines are aliens to the accusations of critical 

geopolitics. In résumé: because of the mistakes of the discipline at its first phase, the whole condemnation 

of the scientific field does not logically follow. 
196

 Toma and Gorman classified geopolitical approach precisely as a non-normative approach to 

international relations (Peter Toma and Robert Gorman International Relations. Understanting Global 

Issues (Pacific Grove: Brooks Cole, 1991), 57. 
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There is still more to be stated in this discussion about the relations between 

geopolitical studies and political outcomes. 

The findings of geopolitical studies can certainly be useful for accurate political 

action a posteriori. Their relevance is far superior to other factors (ideology, for 

instance). Two examples of World War II may serve as empirical evidence. The first 

example was the alliance between Germany and Russia as an essential step for the 

consolidation of German power and global changing of the status quo. German School 

of Geopolitics had been clear about this point
197

. The prescription was translated into a 

treaty signed in 1939 by what seemed to be ideological and totalitarian rivals: the Nazi 

and the Communist regimes. In 1941, Hitler took his ideological principles to the level 

of violation of the treaty, launching the military invasion of the Soviet Union that 

inevitably led to the defeat, humiliation and division of Germany. Ideology overcame 

the geoconjunctive maneuver. 

The Portugal from the 30s can offer a second example. At that time, in 

ideological terms, Portugal had more to do with the Italian regime, rather than with the 

U.S. or the U.K. democracies. Nevertheless, Portugal chose to become closer to the 

Allies. Geopolitical studiesô approach can provide the explanation of that political 

outcome. The territorial configuration of the state ï Portugal Ultramarino [Portuguese 

Provinces Overseas] [cf. Chapter 5] ï demanded the circulation on the Atlantic Ocean, 

an area under the control of the British and the U.S. navies. In this case, ideology was 

pushed down by applied geopolitics, taking into consideration geostrategic maneuvers. 

At last, what does ideology per se have to deal with accurate statesô GRAND 

STRATEGY [cf. APPENDIX 2] as object studied by geopolitical studies? óLa géopolitique 

lôemporte lôideologieô
198

 or political interests with geopolitical relevance prevail over 

ideological arguments, as Chauprade and Thual affirmed. In the words of Karl 

Haushofer: 

óEn tout état de cause une connaissance réelle et 

scientifique de la géopolitique doit nécessairement 

échapper à toute considération partisane et doit être 

                                                 
197

 Nuno Morgado, óʅʦʚʦʝ ʦʪʢʨʳʪʠʝ ʪʝʣʣʫʨʦʢʨʘʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʛʝʦʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʠ ʚ ʎʝʥʪʨʘʣʴʥʦʡ ɽʚʨʦʧʝ (ʂ 

ʧʦʩʪʘʥʦʚʢʝ ʧʨʦʙʣʝʤʳ ʥʘʫʯʥʦʛʦ ʧʦʜʭʦʜʘ ʢ ʥʝʤʝʮʢʦʡ ʰʢʦʣʝ ʛʝʦʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʠ),ô Political Science (INION 

ï Russian Academy of Sciences), no. 2 (Summer-Autumn 2014): 212. 
198

 transl. óGeopolitics overcomes ideologyô- Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de 

Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. (Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 320. 
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®galement vraie pour lôextr°me gauche comme 

pour lôextr°me droiteéô
 199

 

 

 In these circumstances of the primary relevance of geopolitical studiesôs 

findings, it is common to observe the same geostrategic goal defended by distinct 

ideologies, and despite dissimilar modalities of action. The Russian Empire was neither 

the Bolchevique Russia, nor Russian Neo-Eurasianism. However, Russian interest in 

Ukraine and Crimea subsisted in 1783 and in 1921-2, as it stands today in 2016. 

Therefore, the spotlight is on space, not on time. 

Moreover, the ideological debate denies the possibility of considering the search 

for the essence of the reality. Naturally, that attitude is widely admissible in regard to 

Politics, in which the struggle for power is the principal mechanism and the occupation 

of power positions is the utmost goal. However, the ideological perspective is by no 

means admissible in the scientific approach, in which the consideration of all facts, data, 

information is vital for the confirmation or refusal of hypotheses, under the search for 

the essence of reality as the highest purpose. The validity of Aristotleôs classical 

argument ï and Max Weberôs posterior reformulation
200

 ï still endures: there is the 

óspeech of the agentô (politician, politics, applied geopolitics), and there is the óspeech 

of the researcherô (scientist, science, geopolitical studies).  

 

iii.  Affinities of geopolitical studies with other fields (e.g. Geohistory, 

Geostrategy) 

After having defined geopolitical studies and made considerations about the 

relations between geopolitical studies and politics and ideologies, the affinity and 

discrepancy among geopolitical studies and other scientific domains should also be 

ascertained. 

 Political Geography was above-cited and the hierarchy (intrastate/ state/ 

international relations) was formulated, to the end of including geopolitical studies at 

the international stage [cf. Section 1.1.3.]. Yet, the literature is not consensual about this 

argument. Soppelsa
201

, Couto e Silva
202

, Chauprade
203

, Thual
204

, Dias
205

, Martin
206

 

                                                 
199

 retransl. óno matter the conditions, a real and scientific knowledge in geopolitics must escape from any 

influence from political parties, and it must remain true in the same way to both far-left and far-right. . .ô 

ï Karl Haushofer,  De la Géopolitique, trans. André Meyer (Paris: Fayard, 1986), 101. 
200

 Hans Heinrich Gerth and Charles Wright Mills, From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1946). 
201

 Jacques Soppelsa, Géopolitique de 1945 à nos jours (Paris: Editions Dalloz ï Sirey, 1993), 1. 
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among others, defended the opposite argument of the existence of an ñinternal 

geopoliticsò. This research piece, however, insists that geopolitical studies have to be 

essentially delimited to the international level. Although the interpenetration among 

levels subsists [cf. Subchapter 2.1.], it is believed that this delimitation is essential to 

explain what the discipline is primarily about. Therefore, regarding intra-state and state-

level impact of geography on domestic politics, those objects can be studied by political 

geography and specific sub-fields. Certainly, the conclusions, findings, and results by 

the disciplines are shared, but the objects should be strictly allocated.  

Moreover, it is not only a problem of allocation of objects but also a problem of 

methodological approaches. Political geography is static and synchronic
207

, while 

geopolitical studies are dynamic and diachronic (identification of power dynamics, 

GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITIES or óforces profondesô
208

). Historical Geography (as 

political geography) is a static discipline too, studying relations between Man and 

geographical setting exclusively in the past
209

. 

Although Geohistory ï understanding the reference to the geohistorical method 

ï comprises the dynamism typical of geopolitical studies, whereas geopolitical studies 

focus on the present, geohistory focuses naturally on the past. The point to bear in mind 

is that geopolitical studies need the geohistorical method as an instrument. This idea 

will be discussed below [cf. Section 1.2.3. Subsection vi]. 

The most complex relation that geopolitical studies may face is, perhaps, the 

relation with GEOSTRATEGY. Currently, in the mass media ï and sometimes even in the 

literature at the Academia ï the use of both terms ñgeopoliticsò and ñgeostrategyò with 

                                                                                                                                               
202

 Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil 

(Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980), 61 
203

 Aymeric Chauprade, Géopolitique. Constantes et changements dans lôhistoire (Paris: Éllipses, 2007). 

Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. (Paris: 

Ellipses, 1998). 
204

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996). 
205

 Carlos Mendes Dias, Geopolítica: Teorização Clássica e Ensinamentos (Lisboa: Prefácio, 2005). 
206

 André Roberto Martin, óAs fronteiras internas e a ñquest«o regionalò do Brasil,ô (Ph.D. thesis, 

Universidade de São Paulo, 1993). 
207

 Carlos Mendes Dias, Geopolítica: Teorização Clássica e Ensinamentos (Lisboa: Prefácio, 2005), 64. 
208

 Transl. óprofound forcesô is an expression used by Renouvin and Duroselle to characterize gepolitical 

factors (geography, demography, economy and finance, identity, feelings [and perceptions]) that 

influence Diplomacy ï Pierre Renouvin and Jean-Baptiste Duroselle, Introduction ¨ lôHistoire des 

Relations Internationales (Paris: Armand Collin, 1991): 1-2.   

As for GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITIES, vide: APPENDICES 2 and 3 and Aymeric Chauprade, Géopolitique. 

Constantes et changements dans lôhistoire (Paris: Éllipses, 2007), 211-596 and Aymeric Chauprade, óChe 

cosô¯ la geopolitica?ô Geopolitica, Vol. 1, No.3 (Autumn 2012): 15. 
209

 Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico 

(Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 76. 
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no peculiarities, with no attention to the definition of concepts, is very common. In this 

way, it seems more than urgent to define and delimit concepts. Narrower than 

ñgeopoliticsò (considering that geostrategy converges exclusively on non-cooperative 

modalities of action), geostrategy can link geopolitical studiesô findings to political 

activity at an a posteriori level. The definition of geostrategy given by Brzezinski: óthe 

strategic management of geopolitical interestsô converges with this argument
210

.  

Therefore, geostrategy would not be taken as a scientific field such as 

geopolitical studies, but a practical domain of politics (applied geopolitics), in which 

results from geopolitical studies may be pursued. For this reason, geostrategy is also 

very close to military geography. 

It follows logically that geopolitical studies observe and analyze how the 

geostrategic management is executed, while geostrategy can work with results of 

geopolitical studies, pointing out a way for action. Therefore, the contrary cannot be 

accepted. The reason is simple: while geostrategy is committed to power interests, 

geopolitical studies, as a scientific activity, have to persevere independent. 

Geostrategy may be then understood as applied political activity, i.e. not located 

within the scientific context strictu senso, but within the political environment of the 

struggle for power ï Realpolitik. So, geostrategy would not be concerned with the 

search for the essence of the reality under the scientific method, but interested mainly or 

exclusively in achieving goals that may, or may not, have been established by 

prescriptions directly or indirectly deduced from geopolitical studies. In one phrase 

only: there could be no efficient geostrategy without results of exact geopolitical 

studies
211

. Such clear delimitation of fields, consequently, represents an evolution, 

considering past erratic titles of articles by the author
212

. 

At this point, Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism can be identified not only as 

ideologies but also as geostrategies. 

 On the other hand, geostrategy is a daughter of Strategic Studies. At this level, 

the debate is endless [cf. Section 1.2.3. Subsection vi]. For now, it is central to keep in 

                                                 
210

 Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chessboard ï American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives 

(USA: Basic Books, 1997), xiv.  
211

 This idea was also acepted by Célérier ï Pierre Célérier, Géopolitique et Géostrategie (Paris: PUF, 

1961), 84 ï although the symbiosis among geopolitics and geostrategy pursued by him is rejected in this 

thesis. 
212

 Nuno Morgado, óJapan and Russia: alternative geopolitics within a multipolar international context,ô 

Geopolitica vol. 2, no. 2/3 (Summer-Autumn 2013). 

and Nuno Morgado, Portugal, Russia and a conceivable Lusophone bloc ï a geopolitical 

opportunityôMaria Sciencia no. 6 (Summer 2013). 
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mind only that it is in the Strategic Potential Analysisô field that the selection and 

analysis of data for posterior geopolitical studies occur
213

. All the same, while 

considering both multidisciplinarity and the further continuation in terms of strategic 

action (i.e. Strategic Planning), Strategic Studies are much broader than geopolitical 

studies. 

 

Table 1 

Applied geopoliticsô maneuvers 
ñAPPLIED GEOPOLITICSò 

 

Geoconjuctive maneuvers 

 

Geostrategic maneuvers 

- Cooperation - - No cooperation - 

 

 

iv. Theoretical fundaments in geopolitical studies  

Hacking argued that due to the constructionist pleading that óthings are not what 

they seem,ô Platoôs ontological dualism between ñrealityò and ñappearanceò was dug 

up, something óvery old-fashionedô he added
214

. Critical geopolitics walk in those ways, 

but geopolitical studies offer a different path. 

The relevance of empirical facts, of documents as sources, not only allow honest 

research under strict ethical rules but also assist in correcting theories and in discarding 

radical perspectivism. Although this point of view (the scientific one) is traditional, it 

must be however stated, taking into account that, as Wight reminded, some 

postmodernist claims óé that the historical record plays no roleô
215

 may cause 

confusion, pushing science away from its methods, in the sense that everything could be 

laid into a ñnarrativeò
216

.  

The point is now asking: how to deal with, and how to look at facts? 

Geopolitical studies come then in, comprising a group of theoretical fundaments that 

constitute the lens through which facts are observed and studied. 
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 E.g. Abel Cabral Couto, Elementos de Estratégia. Vol I. (Lisboa: Instituto Altos Estudos Militares, 

1988), 257-281. 
214

 Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What? (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), 49. 
215

 Colin Wight, óMetaCampbell: the epistemological problematics of perspectivism,ô Review of 

International Studies Vol. 25, No. 2 (April 1999): 313. 
216

 With respect to methods and techniques, Bennet and Checkel (eds) admited that the danger to reduce 

all narratives to óéstory tellingô is inherent to óéradical or post-modern viewséô particularly (although 

the autors acknowledged the compatibility between that technique and post-structuralist approaches) ï 

Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel, eds., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 15. 
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As it happened with the section devoted to classical geopolitics, once again 

comes the problem of lack of space in this research piece. Therefore, the fundaments 

will be simply listed
217

: (i) Geography remains the bedrock of geopolitical studies; (ii) 

Possibilism; (iii) Multidisciplinarity; (iv) GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITIES; (v) Potential for 

conflict (TERRITORIALITY); (vi) Predictions; (vii) State as unit of analysis; (viii) 

epistemology in geopolitical studies [cf. APPENDIX 2 & 3].  

Therefore, the conception of the state as a living organism, determinism, 

mechanism, single causes, all may be listed as refused theoretical cores in geopolitical 

studies. 

Respecting this group of theoretical fundaments would guarantee that 

geopolitical studies, differing of classical geopolitics, would avoid a set of mistakes. 

The last issue concerning theoretical fundaments concerns to the compatibility 

between geopolitical studies and the realist theoretical tradition, but that will be an 

object of the subchapter 2.1. 

  

v. Concepts and theories in geopolitical studies 

A short note about concepts and theories will serve to remind that the majority 

of them used in geopolitical studies are seized from classical geopoliticsô doctrines (e.g. 

Mackinder, Haushofer, Spykman). They can be found and defined in the literature of 

those classics, together with other references such as: Chauprade, Thual
218

, and Kelly
219

. 

The most relevant geopolitical concepts mentioned directly in this thesis can be found in 

the APPENDIX 2 ï Glossary duly defined. 

 

vi. Methodological guidelines in geopolitical studies 

The last step in the task of delimiting geopolitical studies as scientific field 

concerns to the fundaments of science: the methodology. Since geopolitical studies are 

located in the sphere of social sciences, it is opportune to keep in mind three key 

methodological topics of social sciences. 

                                                 
217

 The author explained the meaning and the implications of those theoretical fundaments, and quoted 

basic literature in: Nuno Morgado, óNeoclassical Geopolitics answers: how can the influence of statesô 

geographical setting on international relations be studied?ô in: RAYS (Romanian Association of Young 

Scholars) International Interdisciplinary Doctoral Conference, Bucharest, Romania, 25
th
 September 

2015. A paper including the findings of that conference paper should be published soon. 
218

 Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. 

(Paris: Ellipses, 1998). 
219

 Philip Kelly, óQuarantatre teorie e concetti per un modelo geopol²tico,ôGeopolitica vol. 1, no. 3 

(Autumn 2012): 19-34. 
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Firstly, all the six rules of qualitative research must be fully respected in a 

geopolitical study
220

. The rule no. 3 (impossibility of full understanding of 

phenomenon) and the rule no. 5 (to refuse the single cause) are particularly significant 

in the light of what has been affirmed. Secondly, comparison
221

 and causation
222

, as 

procedures of inquiry, are decisive axes to achieve the explanation and understanding of 

geopolitical phenomena. Thirdly, the usefulness of case studies
223

 and process tracing
224

 

for geopolitical studies is also assured.   

 At this level, the main question on methodological guidelines arises: what kind 

of steps should a geopolitical study follow, that means, what is the specific 

methodological path that a geopolitical study should follow to make a scientific 

contribution?
225

 

 

A. Guidelines for the assessment of the relative state potential 

Theoretical formulations about the wide domain of strategic studies (e.g. theory 

of strategy, grand strategy, strategic planning) are easy to find in the extensive amount 

of literature about the object
226

. For this thesis, strategic studies are important in the 

specific intersection of the theoretical fundament of MULTIDISCIPLINARITY  [cf. 

APPENDIX 3]. That is then the point in which strategic studies impact on geopolitical 

studies, therefore, it is the point in which the former assists in the methodological 

                                                 
220

 To get acquainted with all rules vide: David Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data ï Methods for 

analyzing Talk, Text and Interaction (London: SAGE, 2000), 196-211. 
221

 R. Murray Thomas, Blending Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods in Theses and 

Dissertations (London: Corwin Press, 2003), 84-86. 
222

 R. Murray Thomas, Blending Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods in Theses and 

Dissertations (London: Corwin Press, 2003), 86-89. 
223

 óé when the phenomenon under study is not readily distinguishable from its contextô and requires 

óémultiple sources of evidenceô ï Robert Yin, Application of Case Study Research (London: SAGE, 

2003), 4. 
224

 Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel, ed., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015).  
225

 In fact, Sicker insisted that geopolitics is primarily a ómethodological approachô ï Martin Sicker, 

Geography and Politics among Nations ï an Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: iUniverse, Inc., 

2010), 7. 
226

 Among others vide:  

André Beaufre, An introduction to strategy: with particular reference to problems of defense, politics, 

economics, and diplomacy in the nuclear age trans. R.H. Barry (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1965). 

António Silva Ribeiro, Teoria Geral da Estratégia (Lisboa: Almedina, 2009). 

Bernard Brodie, óStrategy as a Science,ô World Politics vol.1, no.4, (1949): 467- 488. 

Hedley Bull, óStrategic Studies and Its Critics,ô World Politics vol.20, no.4 (1968): 593-605. 

J. Boone Bartholomees, ed., The U.S. Army War College Guide to National Security Issues Volume I: 

Theory of War and Strategy (Carlisle: Strategic Studies Institute, 2010). 

Richard K Betts, óShould Strategic Studies Survive?ô World Politics vol. 50, no.1 (1997): 7-33. 

Also authorôs elsewhere contribution: Nuno Morgado, óImigra­«o Ilegal: enquadramento do problema da 

Nova Ameaça na Estratégia. O caso da Alemanha,ô Finis Mundi, Journal of metapolitics, history & 

culture, no. 7 (Autumn 2013): 14-33. 
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approach of the latter. The synchronization of the problem can then be resumed in the 

questions: what from strategic studies is to be included in geopolitical studies and what 

is to be excluded? And which are the justifications for those choices? Consequently, the 

problem is both theoretical and methodological. 

The answer can be broken down into three levels: (i) Chaupradeôs variables in 

geopolitical studies help in making methodological choices [cf. APPENDIX 3]
227

, (ii) the 

concrete ways on how to proceed can be assisted by intelligence techniques
228

, and (iii) 

the assignment of stateôs potential analysis will provide comprehensive methodological 

steps. The latter aspect is, for this thesis, the crucial contribution of strategic studies to 

geopolitical studies (fig. 2). 

In spite of its complexities and limitations, stateôs potential analysis has the 

objective of listing and assessing the capabilities, means and resources owned by a 

state
229

. Those capabilities, means, resources constitute the basis for any political action.  

                                                 
227

 Chauprade contended that geopolitical studies can be decomposed in three variables, which remain 

stable (ógeopolitical determinismsô): 1- Geographical reality (e.g. location, geographical features); 2- 

Identity reality (e.g. ethnicity, nation, language, religion, pan-ideas, minorities, socio-economic 

categories, civilizations, demography (number of population)); and 3- Struggle for resources (e.g. sea, 

routes, water, oil). Adding those stable variables, there are other variables that can rapidly change: 4- 

Geographical revolutions (e.g. cataclysms, human action changing geography); 5- Technological 

revolutions (e.g. sea, industry, air, airspace, nuclear, military affairs); 6- Transnational problems (e.g. 

international crime, mundialization, regionalization) ï Aymeric Chauprade, Géopolitique. Constantes et 

changements dans lôhistoire (Paris: Éllipses, 2007). 
228

 Intelligence analysis, as approach, is particularly useful to geopolitical studies reminding that the 

information of some sources can be deliberately wrong. False/wrong or incorrect data and information 

have the finality of leading to invalid conclusions ï Department of the Army ï Headquarters, Intelligence 

Officerôs Handbook (Washington D.C.: U.S. Army, 2010), 23. In addition, STRATFOR, a geopolitical 

analysis corporation, systematized the intelligence procedures in three basic methodological phases: to 

monitor and to filter data, posterior analysis, and final distribution ï STRATFOR, óMethodology,ô March 

15, 2014, http://www.stratfor.com/about/methodology. As a matter of fact, intelligence cycle has several 

similarities with the scientific method: (a) planning; (b) collection; (c) evaluation, interpretation and 

analysis/ fictional scenarios generation; (d) dissemination and reporting ï vide for example Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, óIntelligence Analysts,ô March 15, 2014, https://www.fbijobs.gov/121.asp or 

Don McDowell, Strategic Intelligence ï A handbook for Practitioners, Managers and Users (Lanham, 

Maryland: The Scarecrow Press, 2009), 18, 20. 

As for intelligence specific methodological tools ï óétechniques for structuring information, challenging 

assumptions, and exploring alternative interpretationsô (Jack Davis, óImproving Intelligence Analysis at 

CIA: Dick Heuer's Contribution to Intelligence Analysis,ô January 2, 2016, 

http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/psych-intel/art3.html#rft1) ï useful to geopolitical studies could be 

pointed out: (1) óevaluation and interpretationô of mass of information (John M. Collins, Grand Strategy ï 

Principles and Practice (Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1974), 12),  (2) óanalytic 

penetrationô (Mark M. Lowenthal, Intelligence ï From Secrets to Policy (Los Angeles: SAGE, 2015), 

175), (3) Richard Heuerôs contribution of óAnalysis of Competing Hypothesesô (Jack Davis, óImproving 

Intelligence Analysis at CIA: Dick Heuer's Contribution to Intelligence Analysis,ô January 2, 2016, 

http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/psych-intel/art3.html#rft1), and (4) óreliable chronologyô and óchart 

hierarchy of organizationsô (Loch K. Johnson, ed., Handbook of Intelligence Studies (London: Routledge, 

2007), 24). 
229

 Models or analysis of stateôs potential are many and diverse. Among others vide: 

Abel Cabral Couto, Elementos de Estratégia. Vol I. (Lisboa: Instituto Altos Estudos Militares, 1988).  
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Figure 2 

Diagram of strategic studies and geopolitical studies 

 

 

Rationality as pattern, by its side, determines that the state should not act beyond 

those capabilities, means, resources. In this way, it is possible to infer the usefulness of 

this exercise to geopolitical studies, since the findings of state potential analysis will 

report about the status of the state (and that will have direct relations with the foreign 

policy [cf. Subchapter 2.1.]), without which geopolitical studies are impossible.  

Still, the fields remain distinct due to theoretical issues and to finalities. In fact, 

whereas geopolitical studies are mainly focused on investigating inter-state relations 

(and once again those are impossible to examine without the assessment of statesô 

ñforceò (i.e. potential)), strategic studies are prone to include political guidelines or 

prescriptions
230

. This topic was already discussed above
231

.  

                                                                                                                                               
Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil 

(Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980). 

Ray S. Cline, World power assessment: A calculus of strategic drift (Boulder: Westview Press, 1977). 

Wilhelm Fucks, Formeln zur Macht ï Prognosen über Völker, Wirtschaft, Pontentiale (Stuttgart: 

Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1965). 
230

 Beaufre defined Strategy in fact as óéthe art of the dialectic of two opposing wills using force to 

resolve their disputeô ï André Beaufre, An introduction to strategy: with particular reference to problems 

of defense, politics, economics, and diplomacy in the nuclear age trans. R.H. Barry (New York: Frederick 

A. Praeger, 1965), 22. 
231

 All the same, it is aknowledged that for the sake of its success a strategic planning applied to IR cannot 

ignore geopolitical studiesô results. Vide: António Marques Bessa and Carlos Mendes Dias, O Salto do 

Tigre ï Geopolítica Aplicada (Lisboa: Prefácio, 2007), 23; and also óLa géopolitique est clairement en 

amont de la stratégieô ï Aymeric Chauprade, Introduction ¨ lôanalyse g®opolitique (Paris: Ellipses, 

1999), 7. 
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Summing up, strategic potential analysis, which is located at the beginning of 

strategic planning (politics and strategy), is able to offer certain steps to geopolitical 

studies, if strategic potential analysis is understood as stateôs potential analysis. 

The relative material state potential becomes the first independent variable in 

geopolitical studies (table 3). Once that finding is stated, the matter now is how to 

operationalize its analysis in geopolitical studies? 

Making use of Cabral Coutoôs model, the following factors are expected to be 

covered: (i) physical factor (PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY as  Chaupradeôs 1
st
 stable variable); 

(ii) human factor (IDENTITY  as the 2
nd

 stable variable); (iii) resources and 

communications factor (struggle for RESOURCES as the 3
rd

 stable variable); (iv) historical 

factor (as core of the geohistorical method); (v) economic factor (connected to 

RESOURCES and the basis for military power, a key factor in Offensive Realism); (vi) 

societal and cultural factor (IDENTITY  as the 2
nd

 stable variable); (vii) scientific-

technological factor (technological revolutions as the 2
nd

 unstable variable); (viii) 

political and administrative factor (e.g. foreign policy as stateôs outcomes in IR); and 

(ix) military factor (the ultimate stateôs power in IR and key factor in Offensive 

Realism, added to nuclear superiority). 

Despite being pertinent, Cabral Coutoôs classification seems however too 

confusing to deal with in the operationalization of a geopolitical study. Hence, it is 

proposed a new typology of methodological procedures based on six topics, i.e. on six 

geopolitical factors.  The objective, once again, is to assess the stateôs relative material 

potential: 1. geographical space (RAUM), 2. geographical position (LAGE), 3. circulation, 

4. RESOURCES, 5. psychosocial projection on the territory, 6. politico-military structures. 

Due to space constraints vide APPENDIX 3 for an extensive description of this step in the 

geopolitical studiesô model. 

 

B. Guidelines for the examination of systemic constraints 

 Systemic constraints would be the second independent variable in geopolitical 

studies (table 3). For investigating them, reclaiming the principles and permanent 

objectives of Geography
232

 [cf. Section 1.1.3.] would definitely help in consolidating 

the methodological structure of geopolitical studies [cf. APPENDIX 3]. However, since 

                                                 
232

 Recapturing: (i) to locate the phenomena geographically (where?); (ii) to describe the phenomena 

(what? who? with what? which intentions?); (iii) to explain and to contextualize the phenomena (how? 

how so?); and (iv) to establish the relations of the phenomena, i.e. long-term perspective (which 

connections? which advantages?). 
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Geography is an eminently descriptive science, it is required to add a more dynamic 

approach. The contribution of Brill turns out to be critical. 

In spite of the bookôs subtitle (which may confuse the reader by thinking that the 

work is devoted to geostrategy), Brill accomplished an excellent geopolitical study
233

. 

Brillôs concern with scenarios analysis in security terms establishes, furthermore, 

connections with intelligence analysis. The methodological hints given by Brill in the 

mentioned book, together with the successful systematization in its appendix 3, make a 

convincing case for including this author in neoclassical geopolitics
234

. However, it is 

not ignored that Brill positioned himself in the geostrategic field
235

. That positioning is 

unsurprising if taken into account the fact that Brill  started by defining geopolitics in 

accordance to Kjellén. Understandably, nothing better than to have created a distance 

between his work and the Swedish authorôs.  

En résumé, Brillôs methodological procedures in geopolitical studies were
236

: (1) 

identification of the position of the country (in concrete terms of Space-Power-

Constellation); (2) verification of geopolitical [i.e. geostrategic or geoconjunctive] 

position as political causation in the decision-making process; (3) assessment of 

international conflicts; (4) criticism to unique cause and determinism [cf. APPENDIX 3]. 

Consequently, there is a full logical compatibility between such methodological 

procedures and concepts, and methods across the board from other authors in the 

geopolitical studiesô domain (e.g. refusal of mechanism, determinism and single cause, 

existence of POTENTIAL FOR CONFLICT, SPHERES OF INFLUENCE). 

At this point, methodological guidelines start to give a tangible mental scheme 

for operationalizing geopolitical studies. The relative material state potential together 

with systemic constraints would constitute the independent variables in geopolitical 

studies. As for the intervening variables (taken from the neoclassical realist theory) they 

will be examined in the next subchapter [cf. 2.1.]. Thus the study will now move 

forward to identifying two methodological cores in geopolitical studies. 

 

                                                 
233

 Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994). 
234

 It is believed that Brill shrinks excessively the field of geopolitical studies, in detriment of 

geostrategyôs enlargement (in the whole work). Particularly: óDamit ist die geopolitische bzw. 

geostrategische Lage in der konkreten Raum-Mächte-Konstellation angesprochenô ï Heinz Brill, 

Geopolitische Analysen ï Beiträge zur deustchen und internationalen Sicherheitspolitik 1974-2008 

(Bissendorf: Biblio, 2008), 42. 
235

 Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994), 180. 
236

 Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994), 179. 
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C. Guidelines for the identification of the Geopolitical Design and the Sense of 

Space (RAUMSINN)
237

 

A core task in the operationalization of a geopolitical study would also be an 

accurate investigation about: (1) the GEOPOLITICAL DESIGN; and (2) the RAUMSINN or 

ñsense of spaceò [cf. APPENDIX 2]. 

The characterization of a statesô óGEOPOLITICAL DESIGNô
238

 consists in the 

identification of both (1.1.) the group of geopolitical goals and (1.2.) its hierarchy, 

proceeding, therefore, from real intentions to appearances
239

. The means how to unveil 

such fundamental information rely on the analysis of diplomatic, military and 

intelligence and secret servicesô documentation
240

.  

 As for the RAUMSINN
241

, the point is to study the conscience, or the sense, or the 

perception of space that élites have concerning their own country, i.e. how far can the 

élites discern or ignore the implication of the geographical settingôs incentives in the 

foreign policy conduct; ergo, the relevance of neoclassical realist theory to geopolitical 

studies, a topic to be investigated below [cf. Subchapter 2.1.]. In this context, as it will 

be formulated, geopolitical studiesô approach should also be based on the hypothesized 

causal relation that ®litesô perceptions and capacities are fundamental in explaining 

statesô international successes or failures. It is believed that those successes or failures 

are dependent on the attention or lack of attention to geopolitical studiesô findings, 

which can demonstrate how geography may impact on foreign policy.  

The study of the RAUMSINN starts by the geohistorical approach examining the 

past, and the geopolitical design studying the present and the future scenario, using the 

comparative method to refine the conclusions. These are the geopolitical studiesô 

findings. Then, while observing empirical foreign policy outcomes (their successes or 

                                                 
237

 This topic was discussed in the conference paper: Nuno Morgado, óGeopolitical Design and the óSense 

of Spaceô ï methodological cores in Geopolitical Studies,ô in 3rd International Multidisciplinary 

Scientific Conference on Social Sciences & Arts, SGEM Vienna Hofburg, 6th ï 9th April 2016, Book 2 

Political Sciences, Law, Finance, Economics & Tourism, Volume I Political Science (Sofia: SGEM 

International Multidisciplinary Scientific Conference on Social Sciences & Arts, 2016). 
238

 ódispositif g®opolitiqueô ï François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre à déchiffrer 

lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 1996). 
239

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 20. Thual is also attached to the phenomenological attitude, searching for ñthe essence of things as 

they appearò as a first step of the method. 
240

 Vide also: Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, 

Auteurs. (Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 486-487. 
241

 The concept was originally formulated by Ratzel with ambiguities and subjective somehow ï Friedrich 

Ratzel, Géographie Politique, trans. Pierre Rusch (Paris: Éditions Régionales Européennes S.A., 1988), 

290. In geopolitical studies, the concept of RAUMSINN assumes a precise, empirical, thus falsifiable 

definition. 
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failures), the researcher can finally evaluate the RAUMSINN, in the sense that if the 

researcher is analyzing a successful foreign policy, most likely no GEOMISGUIDANCE
242

 

[cf. APPENDIX 2] is to be identified. That means that the élites perceive well and are 

capable of dealing with the geographical settingôs incentives. 

Summing up, the assessment of the RAUMSINN respects to which extent the 

geographical settingôs incentives with impact on foreign policy are being explored (i.e. 

accurately perceived) or neglected (i.e. GEOMISGUIDANCE/incapacities) by the foreign 

policy executive.  

 

Figure 3 

Analyzing the Raumsinn 

 

             Geohistorical study + Geopolitical design  

     Comparative method 

 

 

Geopolitical studiesô findings (include the assessment of the geographical  

         settingôs incentives) 
 

 

 

 

            Stateôs successes            Stateôs failures    FOREIGN POLICY OUTCOMES 

 

           Accurate ï in-between ï GEOMISGUIDED                  RAUMSINN  

 

Notwithstanding the relevance of everything discussed thus far, it may be 

logically inferred that the assessment of ñlocationò [LAGE] is not enough for a 

geopolitical study in its totality. That is a solid conclusion until now. Therefore, 

geopolitical studies cannot merely be reduced to the analysis of implications of 

ñlocationò. SPACE (e.g. extension, shape, BORDERS), CIRCULATION (e.g. ROUTES), 

RESOURCES (e.g. oil, gas water), psychosocial projection on the territory (e.g. 

                                                 
242

 This concept was created by the author and presented by the first time at: Nuno Morgado, 

óNeoclassical Geopolitics answers: how can the influence of statesô geographical setting on international 

relations be studied?ô in: RAYS (Romanian Association of Young Scholars) International 

Interdisciplinary Doctoral Conference, Bucharest, Romania, 25
th
 September 2015. 
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demography, welfare, IDENTITY), politico-military structures are also crucial factors to 

be analyzed in a geopolitical study [cf. APPENDIX 3] 

 

D. Guidelines in terms of a particular approach 

There is still more to be stated about how to operationalize geopolitical studies 

and the role of historical analysis in the field. 

Vivesô geohistorical method, a mental procedure resulting from the 

interconnection among History and Geography, is considered an accurate and extremely 

valid tool to deal with both disciplines
243

, pointing out GEOHISTORICAL DEDUCTIONS
244

, 

and making use of maps with arrow icons intensively, among other techniques. 

Concerning History in particular
245

, its use as an auxiliary field to understand problems 

is indispensable for geopolitical studies, since intentions and goals investigated by 

geopolitical studies are identifiable via a long-term perspective
246

. COORDINATED 

APPREHENSION gives a hand here too [cf. APPENDIX 2]
247

. 

To better operationalize both the geohistorical method and geopolitical studies 

as a whole, Chauprade and Thual advanced further methodological steps, comprised in 

the outline of statesô territorial morphogenesis divided into two phases
248

: (i) territorial 

appraisal: steps of territorial foundation, identification of core/s of impulse 

[GEOHISTORICAL NUCLEUS], consolidated expansion areas, gained/lost areas, definitely 

lost areas; (ii) threats to territorial integrity: claims, secessionism, their motivations, 

                                                 
243

 Methodological guidelines based on the interconnection of historical and geographical analysis has 

been a constant since the very foundation of the discipline of geopolitics. 

Among many others vide:  

Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994), 149 

Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico 

(Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 25-27 

Karl Haushofer, An English Translation and Analysis of Major General Karl Ernst Haushoferôs ï 

Geopolitics of the Pacific Ocean: Studies on the Relationship between Geography and History (Lewistor: 

The Edwin Mellen Press, 2002). 
244

 Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico 

(Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 13, 27.   
245

 The discipline that studies facts from the past taken in the sense that Ranke gave to it ï vide for 

example: Leopold von Ranke, History of the Latin and Teutonic Nations 1494-1514 (London: George 

Bell & Sons, 1909). Ranke helped out in the foundation of a scientific discipline based on documents 

(primary sources) and objective interpretation of facts, therefore, distant from any mechanic dynamics 

towards a [hegelian, marxist, or other] final stage of perfection and/or progress. 
246

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre ¨ d®chiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 22. 
247

 Bringing the phenomenological attitudeback, a valid knowledge crossing time and space is preconized. 
248

 Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. 

(Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 567. 
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ambitions
249

; and further observations concerning questions of IDENTITY  (MINORITIES, 

religion, language). 

 

E. Guidelines on area studies. 

It is noteworthy that qualitative methodology is applicable in geopolitical studies 

through a ñregional approachò ï Area Studies. In this way, one may disagree with Brill, 

who attached geopolitical studies to the context of Weltpolitik [World politics], rather 

than to regional contexts
250

. Area studies and regional approaches are extremely 

important instruments, although they must be ultimately integrated into the World 

System (systemic constraints) ï the ómicroscopeô and ótelescopeô as Chauprade put it
251

. 

From the strategic studiesô point of view, area studies are an ideal approach 

concerning multidisciplinary. Area studies are also more than appropriate in the frame 

of traditionalist methodology, as they avoid the problem of rational-choice models as 

the determinant explanation of political behavior, living space for óplastic controlô as 

Almond and Genco suggested
252

. In this vein, the Italian-Chinese review on geopolitics, 

Heartland, wisely observed that óspecific cases, not theoriesô constitute the core of 

geopolitical reasoning
253

. Naturally, that does not mean that the theoretical cores, 

concepts, etc. formulated above and below are irrelevant. Clearly, they are not irrelevant 

since geopolitical studies use theories and concepts extensively. Instead, the point is that 

geopolitical studies, although a non-experimental science (like Astronomy), are an 

empirical science, thus deeply connected to the material reality in a case-to-case 

study
254

. 

 

 

From this point on, making use of this group of guidelines, geopolitical studies 

may be strengthened in terms of structure. Despite that, it must be reminded that reality 

                                                 
249

 Also Cohen took these problems in his studies -  Saul B. Cohen, Geopolitics ï The Geography of 

International Relations (Lanham: Rowan & Littlefield publishers, 2009), 153. 
250

 Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: Ullstein, 1994). 
251

 Aymeric Chauprade, Introduction ¨ lôanalyse g®opolitique (Paris: Ellipses, 1999), 284. 
252

 Gabriel Almond and Stephen J. Genco, óClouds, Clocks, and the Study of Politics,ô World Politics 

Vol. 29, No. 4 (July 1977): 501. 
253

 Gruppo Editoriale L'Espresso Spa, óWho we are,ô last modified 11
th
 May 2009, Heartland, 

http://temi.repubblica.it/limes-heartland/who-we-are/1194 
254

 Aymeric Chauprade, G®opolitique. Constantes et changements dans lôhistoire (Paris: Éllipses, 2007), 

500. 
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does not fit perfectly inside any formula, model, equation. The text insists that 

geopolitical studies constitute an empirical science that studies complex realities. 

Alongside this, the debate about methodology in the study of International 

Relations has been radical, namely from the side of Reflectivist approaches, as 

Fernandes noticed
255

. This thesis aimed to be very careful on methodological guidelines, 

so that in the future facts may not be ignored in favor of ñnarrativesò. Thus the criterion 

of verification through facts, i.e. the relevance of empirical tests should always prevail, 

and for their accomplishment, the evaluation of data and sources, as well as the refusal 

of single causes should be always kept in mind. 
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 José Pedro Teixeira Fernandes, Teorias das Relações Internacionais. Da abordagem clássica ao 

debate pós-positivista (Lisboa: Almedina, 2009). 
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Chapter 2  

The significance of International Relations and Foreign Policy Theories for 

Geopolitical Studies  
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óIn short, the real world 

remains a realist worldô
256

 

 

John J. Mearsheimer 

 

 

2.1. Man and Identity: neoclassical realism and geopolitical studies 

 

As Chauprade and Thual asserted, geopolitical studiesô object is constituted by 

óterritorial and identity dynamicsô
257

. In this way, if the Subchapter 1.1 of this thesis was 

primarily dedicated to TERRITORIALITY
258

, subchapter 2.1 will examine the aspect of 

IDENTITY  in geopolitical studies. Therefore, one achieves objective A. [cf. 

INTRODUCTION, Structure & Objectives] by characterizing in detail the dual basis of the 

geopolitical approach. 

The purpose of this subchapter is, therefore, eminently theoretical and 

methodological. It will discuss one of the studyôs most innovative results, demonstrating 

in detail how can ®litesô perceptions and ®litesô capacities as neoclassical realist 

variables fit into both geopolitical studiesô theoretical background and methodological 

guidelines. Thus, this subchapter develops the theoretical framework for further 

methodological operationalization [cf. Subchapter 2.2. & PARTS II,  III,  IV] .  

The scholarship in geopolitical studies is more or less consensual about the idea 

that geopolitics blots out the role of individual decision-makers
259

. The main argument 

of this subchapter challenges this view, contending that the behavior of the state is 

understood as nothing but a result of flesh and blood decision-makersô choices. Those 

                                                 
256

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 361. 
257

 óElle [la g®opolitique] doit °tre centrée en permanence sur les dynamiques territoriales et identitaires 

qui constituent son object premierô ï Aymeric Chauprade and François Thual, Dictionnaire de 

Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs (Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 496. Transl. ñGeopolitics should focus 

permanently on territorial and identity dynamics, which constitute its main objectò. 
258

 Territoriality is a relevant variable or factor in foreign policy and international relations ï David 

Criekemans, óGeopolitical Schools of Thought: A Concise Overview from 1890 Till 2015 and Beyondô in 

Geopolitics: Schools of Thought, Method of Analysis and Case Studies, ed. by Gyula Csurgai (Geneva: 

Editions de Penthes & International Centre for Geopolitical Studies, 2009). Vide also: Martin Sicker, 

Geography and Politics among Nations ï an Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: iUniverse, Inc., 

2010). 
259

 For example, Rodger Baker, óAccounting for Inertia in Geopolitical Forecasting,ô last modified 

November 20, 2015, STRATFOR, https://www.stratfor.com/weekly/accounting-inertia-geopolitical-

forecasting?utm_source=freelist-

f&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Gweekly&utm_campaign=20150602&utm_content=readmoretext&

mc_cid=7ee6dda5e3&mc_eid=fc781e1ea6 
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choices are dependent on certain perceptions and capacities of the decision-makers, 

which provide a valuable contribution to the explanation of political outcomes that are 

included in the geopolitical studiesô object
260

. 

In terms of the sequential order of this PART I, after having previously 

emphasized concepts, theoretical fundaments, and the methodological approach tout 

court of geopolitical studies, it is now opportune to observe some of the Theories of 

International Relations through the specific lens of geopolitical studies. Not only 

geopolitical studies materialize a sui generis approach to International Relations, but 

geopolitical studies also embrace a specific theoretic-methodological framework that 

was highlighted at the very beginning of this study. Consequently, the inferences about 

Theories of International Relations must be compatible with the previous theoretic-

methodological framework of geopolitical studies ï and not vice versa.  

 With regard to the delimitation of the object, this subchapter does not aim to 

cover a literature review about the theoretical tradition of realism, or even less presumes 

to discuss the historical and current debates in International Relationsô scholarship
261

. In 

fact, such task would be considered an absurd in a study that established the main 

research question devoted to describe and explain the connections between Neo-

Eurasianism and Meridionalism with a New World Order under the geopolitical 

approach. 

While entering into the sphere of Theories of International Relations and 

capturing the core ideas of the realist theoretical tradition (a particular attention is given 

to Offensive Realism), the key point is to explore the domain of neoclassical realism as 

theory, and to demonstrate that neoclassical realism is able to offer a more profound 

contribution to sharpening geopolitical studies than other streams of the realist 

                                                 
260

 Kissinger called the attention to the inaccuracy of studying mere óimpersonal forcesô only ï Walter 

Isaacson, Kissinger: a Biography (New York: Faber & Faber 1992), 13. 

For an example of ®litesô perceptions study vide: Vladislav M. Zubok, óGorbachev and the End of the 

Cold War: Different Perspectives on the Historical Personality,ô in Cold War ï Endgame. Oral History, 

Analysis, Debates, ed. William C. Wohlforth (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 

2003).    
261

 Among a huge number of sources about debates in Theories of International Relations, vide: 

Scott Burchill, et al., Theories of International Relations (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2013).  

Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, and Steve Smith, eds., International Relations Theories. Discipline and 

Diversity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007). 

Fred Halliday, Rethinking International Relations (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 1994). 

Martin Hollis and Steve Smith, Explaining and Understanding International Relations (Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1990).  

Ole Waever, óThe Sociology of a Not So International Discipline: American and European Developments 

in International Relations,ô International Organization vol. 52, no.4 (Autumn 1998). 

Colin Wight, Agents, Structures and International Relations. Politics as Ontology (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2007). 
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theoretical school. This contribution is to be achieved through the inclusion of two 

intervening variables. 

Moreover, this subchapter also forges a connection between those variables and 

the innovative concept of GEOMISGUIDANCE [cf. APPENDIX 2] presented above [cf. 

Section 1.2.3. and fig.2], i.e. one of the three possible characterizations of ®litesô sense 

of space [RAUMSINN]. 

In order to strengthen a theory guided research study, it is pivotal to elaborate 

ideas under the following questions: 2.1.1) Why is the realist theoretical tradition 

chosen in detriment of others? 2.1.2) Which are the main ideas of neoclassical realism? 

and 2.1.3) How can neoclassical realism contribute to answering the research 

question? 

But before anything else, what is a THEORY [cf. APPENDIX 2]?  

The definition of theory provided by Dunne et al. highlights ñabstractionsò and 

ñgeneralizationsò as fundamental ideas for its classification
262

 (together with Waltzôs 

aphorism that theories are not collections of laws but statements that explain those laws 

instead
263

) lead to determine that not only theory precedes reality
264

,   but also (and 

consequently) that theory affects observation
265

. 

 Nevertheless, the argument that reality still exists independently of any 

theoretical framework is reaffirmed. Therefore, it is not an ontological problem at stake, 

but rather an epistemological one. This is the reason why it is sustained that with the use 

of certain theories in detriment of others, the approach to the essence of the reality may 

resoundingly fail or to acquire real validity. Yet, the reality remains per se. 

 

 

2.1.1. Why is the realist theoretical tradition chosen in detriment of others?
266

  

                                                 
262

 óé as abstractions from a complex reality and é attempt to provide generalizations about the 

phenomena under studyô ï Tim Dunne, Lene Hansen and Colin Wight, óThe End of International 

Relations Theory?ô European Journal of International Relations Vol. 19, no. 3 (September 2013): 407. 
263

 Kenneth N. Waltz, Teoria das Relações Internacionais, trans. Maria Luísa Felgueiras Gayo (Lisboa: 

Gradiva Publicações, 2002), 18. 
264

 Tim Dunne, Lene Hansen and Colin Wight, óThe End of International Relations Theory?ô European 

Journal of International Relations Vol. 19, no. 3 (September 2013): 410, 415. 
265

 Andrew Sayer, Method in Social Science ï a realist approach (New York: Routledge, 2010), 31. 

António Marques Bessa, Ensaio sobre o fim da nossa Idade (Lisboa: Edições do Tempo, 1978), 55. 
266

 The term ñparadigmò is avoided because it is considered too poor to be applied in social sciences in 

general, and in theories of international relations in particular. In this way, Hellmanôs fortunate suggestion 

of ótheoretical traditionô is preferable, since it also avoids the compellence to accept ñclash of paradigmsò 

argument - Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. 

Wohlforth, Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a 
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The realist theoretical tradition is, perhaps, the only school of thought truly 

suitable for geopolitical analysis
267

. This argument is supported by the fact that the set 

of realist assumptions ï anarchy, focus on the concept of power, state as primary actor 

on the international arena, existence of a sense of mistrust among states, statesô survival 

as their principal goal, conception of rationality as a pattern of statesô behavior
268

 and 

existence of offensive capabilities with the purpose to threat and/or to use force against 

other states
269

 ï create the finest theoretical background, in which the geopolitical 

analyst can operate, and accomplish his studies of the influence of the geographical 

setting on foreign policy and, by extension, on international politics
270

. As Toft 

reminded, óé geopolitical analysis is far from alien to realism.ô
271

 

Geopolitical studies combines with realism in the refusal of: economic 

interdependence, transnationalism, institutions, democracy (democratic peace), 

normative ideas, discourse and narratives, class (struggle), colonialism, identities, 

gender, ecology, as primary objects that the analysis should focus on. For example, 

                                                                                                                                               
Paradigm? (Or Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 

173. 

As a matter of fact, there are many problems with the argument of ñclash of paradigmsò. For instance, in 

the domain of social biology, Sloan sustained that the idea of ñclashò between Multilevel Selection 

Theory and Inclusive Fitness Theory is prejudicial for the advance of scientific knowledge (David Sloan 

Wilson, óClash of Paradigms: Why Proponents of Multilevel Selection Theory and Inclusive Fitness 

Theory Sometimes (But Not Always) Misunderstand Each Other,ô Social Evolution Forum, July 13, 

2012, http://socialevolutionforum.com/2012/07/13/david-sloan-wilson-clash-of-paradigms-why-

proponents-of-multilevel-selection-theory-and-inclusive-fitness-theory-sometimes-but-not-always-

misunderstand-each-other/). 
267

 Ashworth investigated Mackinderôs doctrine, concluding that not only Mackinder fits in the realist 

school, but also that Mackinder is even a predecessor of óéCarrôs later realistïutopian dichotomyô. That 

conclusion did not ignore the posterior attacks of post-World War II realist proponents to geopolitics, 

Morgenthau particularly, due to the different roots of two realist approaches (human nature versus natural 

environment). Yet, both are realist approaches, what strengthens the argument of compatibility between 

realism and geopolitics. Vide: Lucian M. Ashworth, óRealism and the spirit of 1919: Halford Mackinder, 

geopolitics and the reality of the League of Nationsô European Journal of International Relations vol. 17, 

no. 2 (2010): 280-281, 293-295. 
268

 So, rationality not understood as ñfixed instrumentò (Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. 

Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, 

óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô 

International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 179-180). 
269

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 3, 30-32, 361ff. 
270

 Drul§k acknowledged too that geopolitics óis a part of the realist tradition of international thinkingô ï 

Petr Drul§k, óBetween Geopolitics and Anti-Geopolitics: Czech Political Thought,ô Geopolitics vol. 11, 

no. 3 (2006): 421. 
271

 Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: an offensive realist between geopolitics and power,ô Journal of 

International Relations and Development Vol. 8, no. 4 (December 2005) http://www.palgrave-

journals.com/jird/journal/v8/n4/full/1800065a.html or Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: An Offensive 

Realist Between Geopolitics & Power,ô Institut for Statskundskab Arbejspapir 2003/1 (2003), 

http://polsci.ku.dk/arbejdspapirer/2003/ap_2003_01.pdf/ 
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despite acknowledging the role of International Law, both geopolitical studies and 

realism do not look at it as key ósocial realityô
272

 per se, but as statesô instrument, just 

as, in general, international institutions themselves
273

. 

 In this way, as it could be already deduced at this point, many theories of 

international relations become unworkable, due to their more than obvious lack of 

compatibility with geopolitical studies. 

 In this kind of context, radical perspectivism (e.g. postmodernism) is hardly 

useful. Dunne et al. wisely interrogated whether it is possible to change perspectives so 

radically, as argued by some post-positivist authors
274

. In the domain of postmodernist 

theory, for instance, Wight assessed some of its incoherent ideas in detail (cognitive 

relativism, methodological confusion, reductionism, fragile theoretical framework)
275

 

[cf. Subchapter 1.2]. Although theory affects observation, facts do have a role in 

correcting theories
276

. It follows logically that theories cannot ignore the set of facts of 

the reality. Otherwise theories cannot be corrected. Consequently, theoretical choices in 

the domain of geopolitical studies should be placed far from any radical perspectivism. 

Convincing and logically compact, the choice of the realist school stands on a 

solid ground. Still, there is more to be argued. Acknowledging the fact that óour era is 

less violent, less cruel and more peaceful than any previous period of human 

existenceô
277

 cannot be mistaken with the idea that the human being cannot set back and 

enter into a period of violence again. The argument here is to assert that, analogically, 

                                                 
272

 Hedley Bull, The Anarchic Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (Houndmills: Palgrave, 2002), 

123. 
273

 Robert Jervis, óRealism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperationô International Security Vol. 24, no. 1 

(Summer 1999): 43.  

Nevertheless, the subchapter 9.2 will make a reference to the U.N., which is considered an exception in 

the realm of international organizations due to its autonomous agenda and its particular transnational 

strategies that have become visible in the last decades. 
274

 Tim Dunne, Lene Hansen and Colin Wight, óThe End of International Relations Theory?ô European 

Journal of International Relations vol. 19, no. 3 (September 2013): 412. 
275

 Colin Wight, óMetaCampbell: the epistemological problematics of perspectivism,ô Review of 

International Studies vol. 25, No. 2 (April 1999): 311-316. 
276

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 153. 

António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos Estados Modernos 

(Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 8, 12. 
277

 Peter Singer, óIs Violence History? A Review Essay of óThe Better Angels of Our Nature: Why 

Violence Has Declinedô By Stephen Pinker,ô The New York Times Sunday Book Review, October 6, 2011, 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/09/books/review/the-better-angels-of-our-nature-by-steven-pinker-

book-review.html?pagewanted=all&module=Search&mabReward=relbias%3Ar&_r=0 
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the historical development of the international system implies mathematically neither 

evolution nor progress
278

 (thus, challenging some Liberal and Marxist perspectives). 

In this context, offensive realism provides a useful insight. 

 

i. Useful Offensive Realist ideas for geopolitical studies 

Mearsheimer, the leading offensive realist, stated a bright set of notions and 

explanations that have deep logical compatibility with geopolitical studies
279

. At this 

juncture, one will  mention some of the most relevant of them that matter for this study. 

Firstly, Mearsheimer argued about the weight of geography, together with the 

distribution of power and cost-benefit calculus
280

  as variables that influence and explain 

the choice of óstrategies for gaining powerô or of óstrategies for checking aggressorsô
281

. 

Secondly, Mearsheimer specified that, despite the adoption of liberal democracy 

as the political regime, all great powers behave aggressively and fear each other
282

. 

Mearsheimer contended that, within that context of fear and mistrust, maximization of 

security by great powers (i.e. maximization of their relative power) resumes their 

primary goal, since it is impossible to define when security level is already 

                                                 
278

 António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos Estados 

Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 26. 
279

 For synthetic resume/review of Mearsheimerôs ideas vide: Glenn H. Snyder, óMearsheimerôs World ï

Offensive Realism and the Struggle for Security ï A Review Essay,ô International Security Vol. 27, No. 1 

(Summer 2002): pp. 149ï173 and Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: An Offensive Realist Between 

Geopolitics & Power,ô Institut for Statskundskab Arbejspapir 2003/1 (2003), 

http://polsci.ku.dk/arbejdspapirer/2003/ap_2003_01.pdf/ 

or Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: an offensive realist between geopolitics and power,ô Journal of 

International Relations and Development Vol. 8, no. 4 (December 2005) http://www.palgrave-

journals.com/jird/journal/v8/n4/full/1800065a.html 
280

 Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: An Offensive Realist Between Geopolitics & Power,ô Institut for 

Statskundskab Arbejspapir 2003/1 (2003), http://polsci.ku.dk/arbejdspapirer/2003/ap_2003_01.pdf/ 

or Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: an offensive realist between geopolitics and power,ô Journal of 

International Relations and Development Vol. 8, no. 4 (December 2005) http://www.palgrave-

journals.com/jird/journal/v8/n4/full/1800065a.html 
281

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 147-162. 
282

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 32. 

Obviously, Democratic Peace Theory (e.g. see Michael W. Doyle, Ways of War and Peace (New York: 

W.W. Norton & Company, 1997)) is lessened in the discussion. In fact, its limitations find valid 

explanations given by the realist theoretical tradition in general, and by offensive realism in particular (in 

this stream designated as ópeace-loving democracies theoryô ï John J. Mearsheimer, óBack to the Future,ô 

International Security Vol. 15, No. 1 (Summer, 1990): 29-30) (John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of 

Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001), 367 ï 368). Also Brill alerted about 

the dangers of a óékosmopolitischer Euphoriaéô coming from both ideological principles or 

international organizations (Heinz Brill, Geopolitik Heute ï Deutschlands Chance? (Frankfurt-am-Main: 

Ullstein, 1994), 31). 
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satisfactory
283

. óRegional hegemonyô constitutes the best strategy for the survival of 

great powers in the international system, because world hegemony is implausible in 

terms of security maximization
284

. 

Thirdly, in the process of operationalization of that maximization of security, 

great powers need: to build up a great army, to stimulate a powerful economy, and to 

gain nuclear superiority, that means material power as the key element
285

. 

 Fourthly, Mearsheimer expressed his doubts about ñperpetual peaceò, since to 

him great powersô goal of becoming hegemon in the international system creates a 

perpetual competition for power
286
, both as ñobjectiveò and ñinstrumentò, as it was 

understood by classical realism
287

. Mearsheimer rejected the existence of a ñstatus quo 

powerò unless it has the objective to ómaintain its dominating positionô
288

. In this way, 

the conclusion that cyclic wars, caused by power maximization, persist in the 

international system is evident
289

.  

In sum, in Mearsheimerôs view (a) geography is vital to explain stateôs behavior; 

(b) great powers are explained as revisionist states (a conception that matches 

neoclassical realism partially) aiming to change the state of things in international arena 

(accordingly democratic peace theory may claim undersized value in this context, since 

it persists an enlightenment in the conception of ñperpetual competition for power 

extensionò); and (c) regional approach is essential in terms of level of analysis. Finally, 

(d) recognizing the existence of ómisguided statesô
290
, Mearsheimerôs theory converges 

                                                 
283

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 34-35. 
284

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 3, 140-143. 
285

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), chapters three and four. Resumed on pages 143-147. 
286

 Subsequently, óé alliances are only temporaryéô (John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power 

Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001), 33) and, agreeing with general realist assumption, 

it remains a particular skepticism about the eventual role that international institutions would have 

promoting world peace (John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. 

Norton & Company, 2001), 364). 
287

 Edward H. Carr, The Twenty year´s crisis: 1919-1939 (London : Papermac, 1991). 
288

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 1ff. 
289

 In the same way, just because óé expansion and conquest are no longer a legitimate option for 

advancing a stateôs security interestô (Shiping Tang, óFrom Offensive to Defensive Realism: A Social 

Evolutionary Interpretation of Chinaôs Security Strategy,ô in Chinaôs Ascent: Power, Security, and the 

Future of International Politics, ed. Robert S. Ross and Zhu Fen (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008), 

157) it cannot be deduced ï even less predicted ï that, in the future, such framework will endure. 
290

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 35. 
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with the geopolitical approach proposed in this thesis, especially with the concept of 

GEOMISGUIDANCE [cf. Section 1.2.3]. 

 

ii. Limitations of Offensive Realism from the geopolitical studiesô point of view 

Mearsheimer claimed that World hegemony is virtually impossible due to óthe 

stopping power of waterô
291

. Mearsheimerôs position is logical since he adopted a 

tellurocratic approach to assess world politics on the level of great powers and from a 

strict geostrategic point of view
292

 [cf. table 1]. In that context, Mearsheimer 

emphasized that óonly land power has the potential to win a major war by itselfô
293

, so 

neither airpower nor naval power is capable of such victory. 

In this context, the thalassocratic role of a small/medium-power in other 

perspectives, i.e. perspectives outside the geostrategic sphere, are absent in 

Mearsheimerôs approach. That gap can be covered by geopolitical studies
294

. In fact, in 

the quality of an effort of systematization of geopolitical studies, this thesis aims to 

clarify that aspect, since it is neither intended to study great powers only (i.e. Brazil [cf. 

Subchapter 8.1]) nor from the geostrategic perspective austerely (i.e. GEOCONJUNCTIVE 

processes [cf. Subchapter 8.2]). Furthermore, this thesis also intends to examine the 

equilibrium and/or turmoil that a state (regardless great power or not) might cause on 

the international arena, concerning the control of SEA LANES and CHOKE POINTS with 

military relevance and economic profit [cf. Chapters 5, 6 and 7]
295

.  

Therefore, is a small/medium power ócondemnedô to be unable of expanding 

over the oceans and acquiring such ñregional hegemonyò due to its limitations (i.e. 

because it is not a great power based on land power)? From Mearsheimerôs ideas ï and 

within the limits of his field of research ï that might be inferred so. However, accepting 

such perspective, determinism would triumph, since the eventual possibility 

                                                 
291

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 114-128. 
292

 Although Mearsheimer sustained, at some point, that óstates can cooperateô (John J. Mearsheimer, The 

Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001), 51), in what concerns to 

his treatment of the oceans as geographical factor, he places himself in the geostrategic domain solely, in 

which cooperation among states is not possible (i.e. óstopping power of waterô).  
293

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001), 86. 
294

 Geopolitical studies comprise both cooperative and non-cooperative maneuvers as the object of study 

[cf. fig. 1 and table 1]. Realism in general, by its side, does not defend that cooperation among states is 

impossible ï Robert Jervis, óRealism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperationô International Security Vol. 24, no. 

1 (Summer 1999): 44.  
295

 As taught by Mahan ï Alfred Mahan, The influence of sea power upon History 1660-1783 (Boston: 

Little, Brown & Co., 1890) [cf. THALASSOPOLITICS, APPENDIX 2]. 
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(POSSIBILISM) of a small/medium power rising as thalassocratic power in the 

international system would have to be totally rejected. A historical example was the 15
th
 

century-Portugal that was able to maintain hegemony on the seas from Latin America to 

Japan
296

, based on the fundaments of CHOKE POINTS and thin coastal areasô control [cf. 

Chapter 5]
297

.  

The second and final argument regarding the limitations of Offensive Realism 

from the perspective of geopolitical studies, concerns Mearsheimerôs wise yet 

insufficient preference with respect to the role of geography. Mearsheimer referred to 

LOCATION only, whereas for example both (i) the analysis of concepts in geopolitical 

studies [cf. Section 1.2.3. and APPENDIX 2] and (ii) models for strategic potential 

analysis (e.g. Coutoôs model
298

, Morgenthauôs approach
299
, Spykmanôs perspective

300
) 

enumerate series of geographical factors, beyond location, that have influence on statesô 

outcomes at the international level, for example: space (e.g. configuration, size, physical 

features), circulation, resources [cf. APPENDIX 3]. In addition, there are other concepts in 

geopolitical studies which, although going beyond strict geographical factors, are also 

essential for geopolitical analysis (e.g. RAUMSINN). 

 In conclusion, Offensive Realism provides an excellent basis to start thinking 

about international relations. Yet, from the angle of geopolitical studies, much in 

Offensive Realism remains insufficient. In these circumstances, at both the levels of 

analysis of foreign policy and international politics, something else should be added to 

                                                 
296

 At that time, Portugal had smaller territory than today, since its islands were still to be colonized. 

Moreover, population was drastically smaller (roughly 1 million people) too. This means a weak relative 

material state potential. Nevertheless, Portugal was able to fight and to win several naval battles (e.g. 

Battle in Gambia River in 1455), among which the Battle of Diu in 1509 was the most important, granting 

exclusive navigation on the Indian Ocean for next decades to come. 
297

 Naturally, the question does not ignore Mearsheimerôs claims that in the óage of sailô ï period between 

1500-1850 ï mobility of ships was far superior to the mobility of land armies (John J. Mearsheimer, The 

Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001), 115). Nonetheless, the 

validity of the mentioned question remains, since nobody is able to predict that technological advances in 

the future will ever grant some kind of advantage to naval forces overcoming land forces, as Mearsheimer 

recognized it happened already in the past. 
298

 Abel Cabral Couto, Elementos de Estratégia. Vol I. (Lisboa: Instituto Altos Estudos Militares, 1988), 

257-281. 
299

 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations. The struggle for power and peace (New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 1948), 80-122.  
300

 Nicholas J. Spykman, óGeography and Foreign Policyô The American Political Science Review vol. 32, 

no. 1, (February 1938).  
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statesô óé capabilities and [its] external environmentéô
301

. Here, neoclassical realism 

enters on stage with ®litesô perceptions and ®litesô capacities as variables
302

. 

 

 

2.1.2. Which are the main ideas of Neoclassical Realism?  

 

Neoclassical realism begins with the ontological ground zero that óéobjective 

reality of relative poweréô does exist
303

. Then, it cautiously proceeds to the 

epistemological formulation, claiming that states do not óénecessarily apprehend that 

reality accurately on a day-to-day basis,ô
304

 since international anarchy is óé murky and 

difficult to readô
305

. These are more than reasonable premises to start with [cf. 

INTRODUCTION, Philosophical Worldview]. 

Before analyzing neoclassical realism it is noteworthy that the argument that 

neoclassical realism jeopardizes the realist theoretical tradition is to be disregarded
306

. 

In fact, both ódomestic politicsô and ónonmaterial factorsô (e.g. óprideô in Thucydides, 

ówillô in Cline, ómoral qualitiesô in Clausewitz, ónonmaterial factorsô (e.g. ónational 

characterô, ónational moraleô) and ódomestic determinantsô in Morgenthau, generally) 

have been present, for a long time, in the realist theoretical tradition
307

. Concerning 

ñdomestic issuesò, the crucial point is then to examine the premise of the state as a black 

box. 

 

i. Should the state be considered a black box?  

 Even Waltz was clear:  

                                                 
301

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 149. 
302

 There are, however, approaches that asserted that offensive realism is ósuitableô for neoclassical 

geopolitics. For example Jan KofroŔ, óPossibilities of Neoclassical Geopolitics: a Systemic Approachô 

(Abstract & Introduction Ph.D. thesis, Charles University in Prague, 2012), 4. 
303

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 153. 
304

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 153. 
305

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 152. 
306

 Jeffrey Legro and Andrew Moravcsik, óIs Anybody Still a Realist?ô International Security Vol.24, no. 

2 (Autumn 1999):  5-55. 
307

 For a short resume vide: Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. 

Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, 

Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 

(Summer 2000): 166-169. 
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óneither realists nor anyone else believe that unit-

level factors can be excluded from foreign-policy 

analysisô
308

. 

 

In this vein, the arguments presented by neoclassical realism encompasse a ótwo-

level approach,ô óreconciling domestic and international imperatives.ô This topic will be 

analyzed in detail in the next subsection. Neoclassical realism is then able to offer a 

continuation of Putmanôs path, for example
309

.  

Within the two-level approach, it is important to note that neoclassical realism 

does not logically oppose structural realism. As it was already stated by Rathbun: 

óNeoclassical realism without structural realism is 

just a mix of liberalism and constructivism.ô
310

 

 

So, keeping the analysis of the international structure, neoclassical realism also 

provides contributions to the theory of state
311

, facing the challenge specified by 

Wendt
312

. The theory under examination searches then for the answers in domestic 

politics that structural realism is, in a certain way, unable to give. Within the domestic 

level, an urgent task is to point out what is to be included and excluded
313

. At this point, 

the role of élites as double intervening variables is at the core of the problem. In fact, 

the role of top decision-making individuals in international relations can in no way be 

ignored or underestimated, since óindividuals play a central role in shaping International 

Relationséô
314

.  In order to operationalize the influence of individuals, the connection 

between óideasô and óguidelinesô for political action must be identified [cf. Chapter 

8]
315

. The priority is then placed on ®litesô perceptions, not on ideas autonomously
316

. 

                                                 
308

 Kenneth Waltz, óInternational Politics is Not Foreign Policy,ô Security Studies Vol. 6, no. 1 (Autumn 

1996): 56. 
309

 Robert Putnam, óDiplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Game,ô International 

Organization Vol. 42, no. 3 (Summer 1988):  460. 
310

 Brian Rathbun, óA Rose by Any Other Name: Neoclassical Realism as the Logical and Necessary 

Extension of Structural Realism,ô Security Studies vol. 17, no. 2 (May 2008): 312.  
311

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 468. 
312

 Alexander Wendt, óThe Agent-Structure Problem in International Relations Theory,ô International 

Organization Vol. 41, no. 3 (Summer 1987): 342. 
313

 As it was clarified by Fearon ï James D. Fearon, óDomestic Politics, Foreign Policy, and Theories of 

International Relations,ô Annual Review of Political Science Vol. 1, no. 2 (1998): 306. 

The point is also to avoid critiques such as: ómulticausality without a rigorous underlying structure [that] 

only muddies the waterséô ï Jeffrey Legro and Andrew Moravcsik, óIs Anybody Still a Realist?ô 

International Security Vol.24, no. 2 (Autumn 1999):  50. 
314

 Daniel L. Byman and Kenneth M. Pollack, óLet Us Now Praise Great Men: Bringing the Statesman 

Back In,ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 4 (Spring 2001): 114.  
315

 Alexander George, óThe óOperational Codeô: A Neglected Approach to the Study of Political Leaders 

and Decision-Making,ô International Studies Quarterly Vol. 13, no. 2 (June 1969): 191. In another 

perspective, but also focusing on analysis of influence of human decision-makers on foreign policy: 
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Consequently, the importance of studying the élites remains a benchmark for 

geopolitical studies, and it will  reveal its usefulness below [cf. PARTS IV & V ]. 

As it was mentioned in Mearsheimerôs approach, the premise that great powers 

seek to control and to shape the international system is also accepted by neoclassical 

realism
317

. Yet, the differences among states need to be examined, and those are 

certainly dependent on the role played by élitesô perceptions and capacities. Schweller 

argued about the distinction between órevisionistô and óstatus quoô powers
318

, based on 

Morgenthauôs distinction of óthe policy of imperialismô (ópower maximizersô) and óthe 

policy of the status quoô (ósecurity maximizersô)
319

. This premise is vital for geopolitical 

studies since the state is no longer seen as a black box, but an entity with clear 

ópreferences, aims, interests, or motivationsô gushing from ®litesô perceptions and 

capacities. 

In this equation, the level of stateôs ambitions, together with the amount of 

material POTENTIAL are eventually causal
320

. Bringing the problem of ómisguided statesô 

quoted from Mearsheimer, one may find a suggestion to test stateôs ambitions in 

Taliaferro, i.e. to try to explain its causes or its extent: óa lack of nationalist sentiment or 

an anti-statist ideology held by the public or eliteséô
321

, since both may severely 

damage stateôs ambitions and/or good performance.  

Although those characteristics would not be easy to expose
322

, they are not 

impossible to be identified through a process of translation of ideas into material 

                                                                                                                                               
Valerie M. Hudson, óForeign Policy Analysis: Actor-Specific Theory and the Ground of International 

Relations,ô Foreign Policy Analysis Vol. 1, no. 1 (2005). 
316

 Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, 

Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or 

Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 181. 

Robert Jervis, óCooperation under the Security Dilemma,ô World Politics Vol. 30, no. 2 (January 1978): 

181-183. 
317

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 152. 

Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-Extractive 

State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 464. 
318

 Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, 

Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or 

Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 176-177. 
319

 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations. The struggle for power and peace (New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 1948), 21-49. 
320

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 152, 167. 
321

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 467. 
322

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 495. 
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outcomes. For that, a broad knowledge about the nation under research is absolutely 

essential
323

. 

Moving forward on the trail of influence of domestic variables on foreign policy, 

geopolitical studies may give a major assistance to neoclassical realism too. Although it 

is acknowledged that power is volatile across time and space ï mobilis in mobile ï it is 

rather unlikely that ósocial evolutionary approachô
324

 (with some sense of ñpath towards 

evolutionò) may be generally applied to geopolitical analysis
325

. In this vein, the 

argument that rejects social evolutionary approach is not only sustained by óhistorical or 

cultural legacy approach,ô
326

 since even cultures may suffer a process of mutation
327

, but 

supported mainly by the existence of GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITIES instead [cf. 

APPENDICES 2 and 3]. In fact, the struggle of the Russian state to get access to warm 

seas, for example, has been a permanent goal. Once that goal is achieved, it would be 

incorrect to consider it an ñevolutionò, but rather an accomplishment of that geostrategic 

objective. Therefore, the mutation that would occur would be a change from ñconquestò 

to ñmaintenanceò merely [a GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITY ].  

 

ii. Combining two-level foreign policy variables 

As a theory of foreign policy, originally, neoclassical realism has been trying to 

explain what is pursued in terms of statesô objectives and when
328

. These purposes 

match largely with geopolitical studies.   

After acknowledging that foreign policy depends on both internal and external 

variables as it was mentioned
329

, it is appropriate to systematize the variables of the 

study.  

                                                 
323

 Thomas J. Christensen, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-

American Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), 248. 
324

 Shiping Tang, óFrom Offensive to Defensive Realism: A Social Evolutionary Interpretation of Chinaôs 

Security Strategy,ô in Chinaôs Ascent: Power, Security, and the Future of International Politics, ed. 

Robert S. Ross and Zhu Fen (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008), 143-144. 
325

 Yet, that theory splendidly accommodates the inferred conclusion, at the same time political 

prescription, that states should engage with China, rather than to contain its aspirations in becoming a 

regional hegemon power in Far East Asia (Shiping Tang, óFrom Offensive to Defensive Realism: A 

Social Evolutionary Interpretation of Chinaôs Security Strategy,ô in Chinaôs Ascent: Power, Security, and 

the Future of International Politics, ed. Robert S. Ross and Zhu Fen (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 

2008), 151). 
326

 Shiping Tang, óFrom Offensive to Defensive Realism: A Social Evolutionary Interpretation of Chinaôs 

Security Strategy,ô in Chinaôs Ascent: Power, Security, and the Future of International Politics, ed. 

Robert S. Ross and Zhu Fen (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008), 143. 
327

 Gabriel Almond and Stephen J. Genco, óClouds, Clocks, and the Study of Politics,ô World Politics 

Vol. 29, No. 4 (July 1977): 493. 
328

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 145.  
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The (I) domestic variables include: (1) the relative material power [sic] of the 

state (in which geography is included), and the role of both (2) ®litesô perceptions and 

(3) ®litesô capacities. The (II ) the external variable concerns to the place of the state 

within the context of international anarchic forces (as said, murky and difficult to assess 

to), i.e. systemic constraints. The latter is critical, since systemic constraints is a 

milestone of Realism, as explained. In this schema, while the relative material state 

potential and systemic constraints are considered independent variables (IV), ®litesô 

perceptions and ®litesô capacities are both placed as intervening variables (IntV) [cf. 

table 3 and fig. 4] 

 

Figure 4 

Systematization of variables in neoclassical realist theory from the geopolitical 

studiesô standpoint 
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Source: adapted from Taliaferro
330

 

 

 The text will  now elaborate on each variable individually. 

The first independent variable (IV) of neoclassical realism is the state relative 

material potential or STATE POTENTIAL [cf. APPENDIX 2]. This variable was already 

introduced above [cf. Section 1.2.3.] and further considerations will be added. 

Connected to stateôs internal structure, Schweller noted that it is important to 

assess the relations between society and élites, since in general conditions, when society 

and élites form a homogeneous mass, the state will more likely come in the form of a 

                                                                                                                                               
329

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 145-146. 
330

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 486. 
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unitary actor (ócoherent actorô), in the sense that structural realism attributes it
331

. Those 

relations are also included in Taliaferroôs methodological guidelines to assess statist 

ideology and state-sponsored nationalism, as it has been already mentioned
332

. 

Therefore, the óéunique structural characteristics of society and government that 

constitute constraints and opportunities for these actors [élites]éô, located at the basis 

of the relative material potential, are able to assist in the explanation of differences in 

stateôs behavior on the international arena
333

.  

The ñnational powerò [sic] consists of material factors (geographical setting, 

population, the number of armed forces, economy), and the administration 

(çadministrative capacity and the political structure of stateéè)
334

. In the same line, 

speaking about the U.S.A., Taliaferro argued that that state is the first great power in 

history to be preponderant in all factors of national power: military, economy, 

technology, geography
335

. The conversion of POTENTIAL into POWER is what Taliaferro 

defined appropriately as óstate powerô: óthe relative ability of the state to extract or 

mobilize resources as determined by the institutions of the stateô
336

 [cf. APPENDIX 2, 

STATE POWER]. The differences between the concepts of POWER and POTENTIAL will be 

investigated below. 

In the end, the key ideas are that (i) the relative state potential is the foundation 

of foreign policy
337
, and (ii) that stateôs ambitions óto control and to shape external 

environmentô depend on the relative state potential
338

. Yet, órelative powerô [sic] 

influences foreign policy indirectly merely
339

 ï once again determinism does not dwell. 
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 And that means óto balanceô ï Randall L. Schweller, óUnanswered Threats: A Neoclassical Realist 

Theory of Underbalancing,ô International Security vol. 29, no. 2 (Fall 2004): 160-161. 
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 Randall L. Schweller, Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2006), 13. 
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 WGBHForum, óUS Foreign Policy: What in the World Should We Do?ô last modified November 

2015, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jF7xWoZRR6w 
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Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 486. 
337
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Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 151, 155. 
338
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vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 152. 
339
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Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 157, 165. 
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In this logic, élitesô perceptions and capacities shape (1) the process of extraction and 

management of statesô relative potential, and (2) the assessment of systemic constraints. 

In doing the evaluation of stateôs potential, the analysis of the international 

system, raking the state within a hierarchy of powers, appears as the other IV
340

. 

Coming from the old realist tradition of distribution of power, the assessment of 

systemic constraints
341

 includes: international anarchy as ópermissive conditionô (not as 

ócausal forceô
342

), alliances (political, military), regional integration, the net of great 

powers and their objectives
343

, and of course, comparison of capabilities
344

. Security is 

always understood as relative and never ending foreign policy finality. 

Brill gave an extraordinarily usefull assistance at this stage [cf. Section 1.2.3.]. 

In this milieu, it is easy to understand how geopolitical studies and neoclassical realism 

can easily find converging points. Geopolitical studies show full compatibility with the 

assessment of the international system: SPHERES OF INFLUENCE, CHOKE POINTS, 

BORDERS, CIRCULATION, GEOHISTORICAL NUCLEUS, LOCATIONS, RESOURCES, PAN-IDEAS 

among others concepts make part of an accurate calculation of the distribution of power. 

At the second-level intervening variables (IntV), ®litesô perceptions find their 

place. But why are individuals or small groups of decision-makers so important in the 

study of foreign policy, and international politics, by extension? The methodological 

steps systematized in this PART I, and later applied in PARTS IV & V , will help to 

answer that interrogation with other questions formulated by political science itself (and 

intelligence too) [cf. Subchapter 2.2.]. Those questions are too concrete to be answered 

exclusively by general impersonal forces or by abstract structures. Therefore, to track 

back real ®litesô actions is the procedure to follow
345

. In those terms, Carvalho 

sustained: 
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 Olavo de Carvalho, óProblemas de m®todo nas ci°ncias humanas,ô Apostilha do Seminário de 

Filosofia, in Curso de Filosofia Política, Colonial Heights, VA, 26
th
 April de 2008: 4. 
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óEstados, na­»es, governos e continentes n«o 

mandam. Quem manda são os indivíduos e grupos 

que os controlamô
346

. 

 

Something that matches entirely with the perspective defended by Wohlforth: 

óif power influences the courses of international 

politics, it must do so largely through the 

perceptions of the people who make decision on 

behalf of statesô
347

.  

 

Two more questions should be posed in this context: (i) who are those 

individuals? and (ii) what exactly are the ®litesô perceptions about? Regarding the first 

question, the óforeign policy executiveô and their staff seems to synthesize the agent 

properly
348

, whereas the latter certainly refers to perceptions of the relative material 

state potential (that includes domestic constraints), and also of systemic constraints 

(perceptions about capabilities and intentions among decision-makers: belief systems, 

images of adversaries, etc.)
349

. Testing ®litesô perceptions specifically, Kitchen made 

those converge into óthe role of strategic ideasô, but other possibilities remain
350

. 

Dueckôs research on the U.S. grand strategy shown that foreign policy decision-making 

was more influenced by ®litesô perceptions of what the national interest was, than by 

any other ódomestic political reasonsô
351

.  

The national interest deserves a special reference. The national interest is deeply 

linked to ®litesô perceptions, since the national interest is what élites interpret it to be. 

Thual gives a hand so the researcher may deduce what the national interests are through 

inferences from the series of political objectives [cf. Section 1.2.3.]. Couto e Silva also 

                                                 
346

 transl. óStates, nations, governments and continents do not rule. Individuals and groups are those who 

rule, since they control themô ï Olavo de Carvalho, óQuem manda no mundo?ô last modified November 7, 

2012, Diário do Comércio, http://www.olavodecarvalho.org/semana/121107dc.html 
347

 William C. Wohlforth, The Elusive Balance: Power and Perceptions during the Cold War (Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1993), 2. 
348

 Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and 

Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 280-281. 
349

 Thomas J. Christensen and Jack L. Snyder, óMultipolarity, Perceptions, and the Tragedy of 1914,ô 

International Studies Quarterly vol. 55, no. 2 (May 2011): 306. 
350

 Nicholas Kitchen, óSystemic pressures and domestic ideas: a neoclassical realist model of grand 

strategy formation,ô Review of International Studies vol. 36, no. 1 (January 2010): 119. 
351

 Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and 

Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 167. Consequently, the public support in 

foreign policy goals is lessed in the discussion. 

The main drive of a stateôs foreign policy is then to conquer and exert power in the international 

chessboard, therefore, constraining other states to do what it wishes [cf. Appendix 2, State Power]. A 

crucial issue is then grand strategy as supreme outcome, and foreign policy as one of its instruments ï 

Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and 

Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 10. 
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remarked that the agents in charge of translating ñinterests or aspirations from nationôs 

soul into national objectivesò are the élites ï the ñsagacious ruling minorityò
352

.  

In the best traditions of political science, the focus is put on élites as agents 

instead of the masses [cf. Subchapter 1.1.]
353

. However, in order to understand ®litesô 

perceptions, attention must be paid to the nationôs identity (something that fits in 

Chaupradeôs 2
nd

 stable geopolitical variable and in Schwellerôs and Taliaferroôs 

methodological guidelines). 

The examination of élitesô identity will positively include their ideology, since 

that aspect will also influence ®litesô capacities in extracting resources. Bessa contended 

that ®litesô ñpersonal and psychological parametersò are very important, since those 

features condition political decisions
354

. Furthermore, the net of relations is important 

too, since ®litesô perceptions are generally shaped by consultation with businessmen, the 

military, parliamentary commissions, etc.
355

. A lack of information, false information, 

misguided predictions, inaccurate evaluation of potential, among other factors, also 

affect directly ®litesô perceptions. The importance of their staff is to be bore in mind
356

.  

Dissertating about non-representational theories, Couper stated that óplaces and 

identities are experienceéô
357

. This is another point to ®litesô perceptions, an eminently 

geopolitical one, since it is connected to the RAUMSINN and the new concept of 

GEOMISGUIDANCE [cf. fig. 3]. 

Regarding the concrete study of ®litesô perceptions, it is worthy to make an 

incursion in the field of psychology. Viktor Frankl (the creator of Logotherapy) 

                                                 
352

 Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil 

(Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980), 11. 
353

 Bringing a reference from the Portuguese literature: óÉ unicamente pela acção, lenta mas definitiva, da 

influência das élites sobre a obtusidade das massas que tais transformações se realizamô ï transl. óIt is 

only through slow, but definitive, influence of élites over the obtuseness of the masses that [civilizational] 

transformations occurô ï José Duarte Ramalho Ortigão, Farpas Escolhidas (Lisboa: Verbo, 1971), 164. 
354

 Bessa extended the scope beyond this thesisô monographic guideline, giving examples of: sickness, old 

age, pusillanimity or cowardice, bravery. For now, the thesis focuses mainly on the possibilities of 

misunderstaning of the relative material state potential or misunderstanding of what is really at stake 

(objectives and systemic constraints) ï António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à 

Política Externa dos Estados Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 118-119. 
355

 António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos Estados 

Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 2012), 106. This topic is worthy of a new 

research. 
356

 The net of political connections falls in the category. For example the relations of the Workersô Party 

with criminal organizations [cf. Subchapter 8.2.] or the relations of Neo-Eurasianist proponents with the 

Russian intelligence community [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]. 
357

 Pauline Couper, A Studentôs Introduction to Geographical Thought ï theories, philosophies, 

methodologies (London: SAGE, 2015), 98. 
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designated an óintuitive understandingô that can give a precious contribution
358

. In fact, 

within neoclassical realism, Taliaferro endeavored to connect realism with psychology, 

focusing on ®litesô perceptions, in his óbalance-of-riskô theory
359

. As for this thesis, the 

methodological procedures at this level cannot go beyond a general study of 

biographies, speeches, behavior and foreign policy outcomes, with the objective to 

deduce perceptions of Brazilian élites, providing an empirical ground
360

. 

In this matter, what seems to be important from Schwellerôs approach, taking the 

risk of oversimplifying
361

, is that ®litesô concrete preferences and perceptions 

concerning both the international system and the national interests (linked to the relative 

state potential
362

) (i.e. ówillingnessô stated in political discourse) and óabilityô (i.e. 

capacities for action) can in fact be inferred from empirical data
363

. 

Under that label of ñabilityò, élitesô capacities on how to manage the countryôs 

resources would be a second IntV.  

The researcher keeps in mind that resources allocated to foreign policy depend 

on ®litesô perceptions, ®litesô proper abilities, and stateôs structure as well
364

.  

                                                 
358

 For a short resume of Viktor Franklôs ideas vide: Viktor Frankl, óPersonality Theories ï Viktor 

Frankl,ô last modified November, 2015, Dr. C. George Boeree, Shippensburg University, 

http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/frankl.html 

The formal constraints of this thesis with respect to its size do not allow going deep into this subject. So 

nothing is left but to open a line of research to improve techniques (e.g. in psychology), so that the study 

of ®litesô perceptions in foreign policy analysis may be perfected. Vide:  

Andrew G. Hodges, The Obama Confession: Secret Fear. Secret Fury (Birmingham AL: Village House, 

2012). 

Andrew M. Lobaczewski, Political Ponerology (Grande Prairie: Red Pill Press, 2012). 

Lyle H. Rossiter Jr., The Liberal Mind: The Psychological Causes of Political Madness (St. Charles IL: 

Free World Books, 2006). 

Robert Langs, Fundamentals of Adaptive Psychotherapy and Counseling (London: Palgrave-Macmillan, 

2004).  
359

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Balancing Risks ï Great Power Intervention in the Periphery (Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2004). 
360

 The technique of political personality profiling that gives coordinates for the assessment of the 

psychobiography is extremely usefull [cf. Subchapter 2.2]. 
361

 The study disregards óélites consensus, cohesion and fragmentationô due to the fact that foreign policy 

is designed by a very small group of influential individuals who, in efficient states, is assumed, are able to 

achieve consensus in foreign policy formulation ï vide: António Marques Bessa, O Olhar de Leviatã ï 

Uma Introdução à Política Externa dos Estados Modernos (Lisboa: Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, 

2012), 73 and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the 

Resource-Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 487.  

In this way, that small group of individuals is what this study identifies as élites [cf. APPENDIX 2, ÉLITES]. 
362

 De Almeida versed about this issue too ï Políbio Valente de Almeida, Do Poder do Pequeno Estado 

(Enquadramento geopolítico da hierarquia das potências) (Lisboa: Instituto Superior de Ciências Sociais 

e Políticas, 2012), 243-245. 
363

 Schweller stated four variables instead, vide: Randall L. Schweller, óUnanswered Threats: A 

Neoclassical Realist Theory of Underbalancing,ô International Security vol. 29, no. 2 (Fall 2004): 169 ff. 
364

 óéstatesô extractive and mobilization capacityô affected by: óinstitutionsô, óideational factorsô 

(ideology and nationalism) ï Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, 

Neoclassical Realism, the State, and Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 38. 
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In this way, foreign policy outcomes depend, in a causal chain, on ®litesô 

abilities to manage resources
365

. Two notes should be stated on this level: (a) regarding 

security policy domain, Christensen contended that the ónational political powerô
366

 

depends on élitesô capacities [cf. APPENDIX 2, STATE POWER and STATE POTENTIAL]; 

and (b) the relation between élites and the nation must be recaptured (once again 

Taliaferroôs methodological hint on statism and nationalism). In fact, democratic 

regimes, generally, do not allow so much freedom to the élites, due to the required 

democratic accountability to the people. 

Regardless the range of differences within neoclassical realism, the body of 

theory is unified by the common basis of a two-level approach that is more coherent 

than is argued by its critics
367

. This thesis tries to systematize, reinforce and develop 

neoclassical realism as theory, mainly based on Taliaferro and Schweller, within the 

geopolitical studiesô framework. Still, neoclassical realism per se endures and prospers 

as applied theory in international relationsô scholarship
368

. 

 

 

2.1.3. How can Neoclassical Realism contribute to answering the research 

question? 

 

It is positive that the logical consistency of a theory is vital to deduce prediction 

from it, i.e. only a theory that is flawlessly articulated can enforce formulations, 

allowing tests of hypotheses with evidence from the empirical reality. The idea of wide 

                                                                                                                                               
óécapabilities shape intentions, but it recognizes that state structure limits the availability of national 

powerô ï Fareed Zakaria, From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of Americaôs World Role, 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), 9. 

óéthose leaders and elites do not always have complete freedom to extract and direct national resources 

as they might wishéô ï Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign 

Policy,ô World Politics vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 167. 
365

 Zakariaôs book verses extensively about U.S. governmentôs ability (that was developed at the end of 

19
th
 century) to extract resources ï Fareed Zakaria, From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of 

Americaôs World Role (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998). 
366

 Thomas J. Christensen, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-

American Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), 11. 
367

 Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and 

Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 280. 
368

 Mark Purdon, óNeoclassical realism and international climate change politics: moral imperative and 

political constraint in international climate finance,ô Journal of International Relations and Development 

vol. 17, no. 3 (July 2014). 

Michiel Foulon, óNeoclassical Realism: Challengers and Bridging Identities,ô International Studies 

Review vol. 17, no. 4 (December 2015). 

Nicholas Kitchen, óSystemic pressures and domestic ideas: a neoclassical realist model of grand strategy 

formation,ô Review of International Studies vol. 36, no. 1 (January 2010). 
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logical compatibility between geopolitical studies and neoclassical realism has been 

sustained in this thesis. It is sustained by the fact that the variable of stateôs relative 

material potential includes geographical elements, and also by the fact of theoretical 

compatibility between geopolitical studies and neoclassical realism in explaining 

reality, i.e. the impact of geography, mediated by ®litesô perceptions and capacities, on 

foreign policy outcomes. 

 The identification of domestic and international variables affecting statesô 

foreign policy will be a key methodological guideline to test hypotheses, analyzing 

Brazilôs foreign policy [cf. PART IV] and the World Order with respect to Neo-

Eurasianism and Meridionalism [cf. PART V] . Neoclassical realism is concerned with 

the explanation of how systemic constraints affect foreign policies
369

. This thesisô main 

research question deals with nothing but that, i.e. the study of the structure of the World 

Order and its future developments for the 21
st
 century [cf. Subchapter 9.2.], and the role 

of Brazil within it [cf. Chapter 8]; all comprised by the analytical context of Neo-

Eurasianism and Meridionalism [cf. Subchapter 4.2 and 7]. 

 

i. On the importance of ®litesô perceptions and capacities for geopolitical 

studies
370

 

Neoclassical realism is enthusiastic about the role of élites: óé their perceptions 

of relative poweréô, their capacities to extract and to manage stateôs resources, within 

the context of total amount of resources; these two domestic variables (added to 

systemic pressures
371

) would then be able to explain foreign policiesô goals and timings. 

In short, the system provides incentives and the cited domestic variables confine statesô 

responses to those incentives
372

.  

                                                 
369

 Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: An Offensive Realist Between Geopolitics & Power,ô Institut for 

Statskundskab Arbejspapir 2003/1 (2003), http://polsci.ku.dk/arbejdspapirer/2003/ap_2003_01.pdf/ 

or Peter Toft, óJohn J. Mearsheimer: an offensive realist between geopolitics and power,ô Journal of 

International Relations and Development Vol. 8, no. 4 (December 2005) http://www.palgrave-

journals.com/jird/journal/v8/n4/full/1800065a.html 
370

 This topic was presented elsewhere: Nuno Morgado, óGeographical setting, ®litesô perceptions and 

capacities, and foreign policy,ô in: The European Consortium for Political Research 2016 Graduate 

Student Conference, University of Tartu, Estonia, 12
th
 July 2016. 

371
 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 147. 
372

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 466, 486. 
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It is argued that statesô goals
373
, statesô mobilization capacity, élites perceptions, 

all of them fluctuate
374

, and these variables are no less valuable in the analysis of 

foreign policy ï and of the international system by extension ï than systemic 

constraints. 

The realist theoretical tradition ï as it was observed in Mearsheimerôs approach 

too ï argues that military capabilities are located at the óvery foundation of securityô
375

. 

The following cycle explains the making and the role of such military capabilities: the 

relative material potential is accumulated internally (above all economy and military), 

then conversion into power that grants projection on the international system occurs, 

and those circumstances either change (in the case of accumulation of relative material 

potential that goes beyond what is allowed by other units) or maintain (in the case of the 

accumulation taking place within the previous limits) the distribution of power. Rose 

underlined that tendencies (thus not inexorable laws) in the international system are 

developed in this way
376

. An interesting point to be highlighted is that contrary to the 

liberal theoretical school, the argument of accumulation of wealth should not be seen as 

an idealistic aspiration to the worldôs path for peace and prosperity, but as the 

foundation of the military strength instead. The entire process is permeated by élitesô 

perceptions (or preferences
377

) (nationalism and/or statism
378

) and élitesô 

capacities/abilities to extract resources, logically attached to the structure of the state
379

, 

in the setting of international distribution of power. A ótheoretical richnessô, as 

                                                 
373

 Also Robert Gilpin sagaciously contended about the (in)existence of fully rational, utilitarist, 

organized, eternal, hierarchical list of stateôs goals (Robert Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981), 18-25). 
374

 Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, 

Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or 

Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 175. 
375

 Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, and Steve Smith, International Relations Theories - Discipline and 

Diversity. (Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2007), 56. 
376

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 171. 
377

 E.g. Randall L. Schweller, Deadly Imbalances: Tripolarity and Hitlerôs Strategy of World Conquest 

(New York: Columbia University Press, 1998). 
378

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006). 

óStateô vs óNationô ï Fareed Zakaria, From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of Americaôs World 

Role, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998).  

Thomas J. Christensen, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-American 

Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996). 
379

 Fareed Zakaria, From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of Americaôs World Role, (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1998). 

Thomas J. Christensen, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-American 

Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996). 
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Schweller well pointed out, endures
380

. This theoretical richeness, at the same time, 

confronts a strict systemic approach (e.g. Offensive Realism) and allows answering the 

research question from a broader angle.  

It is true that several theories dissertated about the role of óideasô in international 

politics
381

. However, they do not hold the monopoly of the subject, and neoclassical 

realism also focuses on ideas attached to the élites
382

.  

This systematization is logically compatible with the assumptions of Ethology 

[cf. Subchapter 1.1.]. At this point, one finds perhaps the main contribution from 

neoclassical realism, both in its condition of foreign policy theory and as a theoretical 

framework (within the sphere of geopolitical studies) which helps to answer the main 

research question of this study. 

In the same vein, the key point is that ideas are important, not because they are 

shared, but precisely because they contend within international élitesô decision-making 

environment
383

. 

Accepting the facts that (i) ideas command the material world, and not vice 

versa, (ii) refusing exclusive materialist explanations and advocating both material and 

ideational factors as determinants of behavior of human decision-makers
384

, (iii) 

acknowledging that ideas are not eternal
385

, but also (iv) recognizing that ideas, by their 

own, are not capable of winning statesô disputes; it is opportune to admit that we do live 

in a material world, and science is about materiality too. So as Sayer affirmed: 

                                                 
380

 Peter D. Feaver, Gunther Hellman, Randall L. Schweller, Jeffery W. Taliaferro, William C. Wohlforth, 

Jeffery W. Lergo and Andrew Moravcsik, óCorrespondence: Brother, Can You Spare a Paradigm? (Or 

Was Anybody Ever a Realist?),ô International Security Vol. 25, no. 1 (Summer 2000): 174. 
381

 Althought under the liberal approach, Goldstein and Keohane (Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane, 

óIdeas and Foreign Policy: An Analytical Framework,ô in Ideas and Foreign Policy: Beliefs, Institutions, 

and Political Change, eds. Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 

1993)), or Tannenwald under constructivist perspective (Nina Tannenwald, óIdeas and Explanation: 

Advancing the Theoretical Agenda,ô Journal of Cold War Studies Vol. 7, no. 2 (Spring 2005)) called for 

attention to the role of ideas in the context of foreign policy decision-making. Neoclassical realism 

includes óideasô in the variable of élitesô perceptions. 
382

 Among others, contributions by Schweller ï the óéfocus on elite risk-taking propensityéô ï Randall 

L. Schweller, óUnanswered Threats: A Neoclassical Realist Theory of Underbalancingô International 

Security vol. 29, no. 2 (Fall 2004): 161 (on page 169, Schweller elaborate with detail about élitesô 

perceptions); and by Taliaferro (the resource-extraction model) ï Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building 

for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 

(July-September 2006): 486 
383

 Against this argument vide: Alexander Wendt, óAnarchy is What States Make of It: The Social 

Construction of Power Politics,ô International Organization Vol. 46, no. 2 (Spring 1992): 401. 
384

 Although from other theoritical tradition, vide: Valerie M. Hudson, óForeign Policy Analysis: Actor-

Specific Theory and the Ground of International Relations,ô Foreign Policy Analysis Vol. 1, no. 1 (2005): 

3. 
385

 transl.óideas are neither eternal, nor resistant to social erosion,ôAntónio Marques Bessa, O Trabalho 

das Ideias (Lisboa: Instituto Superior de Ciências Sociais e Políticas, 1997), 11. 
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ó[A]lthough systems of meanings and beliefs are 

not themselves material, they usually require some 

material mode of objectivationéô
386

. 

 

 In this way, a statement endorsing the relevance of a complementarity among 

ideas and materialism finishes this matter. 

 

 As it was analyzed [cf. Subchapter 1.2.], the geographical setting constitutes per 

se a powerful óincentiveô or ólimitationô to politics
387

 ï to foreign policy and, by 

extension, international politics. 

 The premise that the state cannot be seen as a black box is reaffirmed since 

domestic-level factors can offer explanations about changes in stateôs behavior
388

. In the 

same way, a systemic or structural approach alone is unable to give answers in what is 

seen as incomplete mono-causal perspectives. 

It is acknowledged that geography cannot dictate foreign policy, since 

geography is one among many other factors that contribute to the explanation of foreign 

policy outcomes. However, foreign policy decision-making should be shaped by 

geopolitical factors (LAGE, RAUM , CIRCULATION, RESOURCES, IDENTITY, etc.), because in 

that case it would naturally comply with the pattern of rationality and the pursuit of 

national interest, since the foreign policy would then be supported by the relative 

material state potential. 

However, outlining the possibility of a full understanding or misunderstanding 

of geographyôs incentives (since the limits are practically impossible to be ignored
389

) 

by the élites creates a puzzle [cf. PART IV] .  

Therefore, the argument that incentives presented by the geographical setting 

may not have a direct mechanism of translation on politics is supported [cf. Subchapter 

                                                 
386

 Andrew Sayer, Method in Social Science ï a realist approach (New York: Routledge, 2010), 23.  

In this context, Sayer gave the example of feminism, which needs to departure from the starting point of 

acceptance of material reality that ñwomankind/female sexò does exist, and it is necessarily different from 

material ñmale sexò. The preference for using now the term ñsexò, instead of ñgenderò is conscientious, 

since ñgenderò is a term already used by some social theories (ñgender studiesò) in order to plead that, 

although a human is born with male sex or female sex, his/her identity in terms of gender may be distinct 

and independent from that material reality; obviously, a post-positivist/reflectivist claiming to turn 

exceptional and sensitive cases into a general rule. 
387

 José M. Freire Nogueira, O Método Geopolítico Alargado ï Persistências e Contingências em 

Portugal e no Mundo (Lisboa: Instituto de Estudos Superiores Militares, 2011), 483. 
388

 Both domestic and foreign policy óé may be the critical variable [sic] in the geopolitics of nations at 

any particular point in historyéô ï Martin Sicker, Geography and Politics among Nations ï an 

Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: iUniverse, Inc., 2010), 15. 
389

 Example: if a state is geographically an island, insularity constitutes its geopolitical condition ï 

Aymeric Chauprade, Introduction ¨ lôanalyse g®opolitique (Paris: Ellipses, 1999), 89. 
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1.2. and APPENDIX 2 POSSIBILISM]
390

. As far as the literature does not offer a concept to 

designate the misunderstanding of geographical settingôs incentives in the foreign 

policy conduct by the élites, the concept of GEOMISGUIDANCE was created. 

GEOMISGUIDANCE, as it was formulated above, would constitute one of two possible 

distinct conditions, in a necessarily poor black-and-white schematic way required only 

in terms of the RAUMSINN theorization. Consequently, the RAUMSINN could then be 

ñaccurateò, ñgeomisguidedò or something in-between [cf. fig. 3]. In other words, the 

foreign policy executiveôs perception of space would be considered misguided in case 

of ignorance or misunderstanding of the geographical settingôs incentives. 

Here one finds a very strong unity between ®litesô perceptions and the 

RAUMSINN as a geopolitical concept, together with the geohistorical method that works 

with both that variable and concept. GEOMISGUIDANCE may be even linked to 

Schwellerôs óunderbalancingô thesis
391

, since geomisguidance may contribute to it
392

. 

Approaching the problem from another side, using a phenomenological 

approach, Yi-Fu Tuan tried to conceptualize the meaning of individualôs experience of 

things
393

, which for this study matters only applied to the experience that élites of each 

country have concerning the geographical settingôs incentives of their states. Even 

before Tuan, the contribution of Merleau-Pontyôs embodiment
394

 was extremely relevant 

in helping to strengthen the methodological path of assessing the concept of 

GEOMISGUIDANCE and coming up with results. 

Among the unit-level characteristics:  

óthe extractive and mobilization capacity of 

politico-military institutions, the influence of 

domestic societal actors and interest groups, the 

degree of state autonomy from society, and the 

level of elite societal cohesionô
395

 

 

                                                 
390

 Once again these ideas match, at some extent, the phenomenological perspective. In concrete terms, 

the existence of a material reality is acknowledged, but how does this material reality impact on political 

activity will depend on ®litesô perceptions, i.e. the (intentional) consciousness of those individuals. 
391

 For extensive reading vide: Randall L. Schweller, Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the 

Balance of Power (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006). 
392

 On the topic of misguided states vide for example: 

Stephen D. Krasner, Defending the National Interest: Raw Materials Investments and U.S. Foreign Policy 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978), 337ï45.  

John Lewis Gaddis, We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997), 291. 
393

 Yi -Fu Tuan, Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes and Values (London: 

Prentice-Hall International, 1974). 
394

 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phénoménologie de la perception (Paris: Gallimard, 1976). 
395

 Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and 

Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 4. 
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it seems that the first and the second are the crucial ones, i.e. élitesô capacities and 

perceptions, without which explanations in geopolitical studies remain incomplete, 

since the logic of causality would be lost in the fog
396

. It is affirmed so, because in 

accordance with fig. 4 it is sustained that structural dimensions might not have a direct 

impact on foreign policy outcomes
397

. 

Marrying geopolitical studies with neoclassical realism would result in the 

systematization of relative material state potential and systemic constraints into 

geopolitical studiesô theoretical framework, whilst ®litesô perceptions and capacities will 

remain as the specific contribution from neoclassical realism [cf. table 2]. 

 

Table 2 

Joint complementary approach: Geopolitical Studies and Neoclassical Realist 

variables 

 

 

       GEOPOLITICAL STUDIES 
     

1. Relative material 

state potential 

 

2. Systemic 

constraints 

3. £litesô perceptions 

 

 

4. £litesô capacities 

 

 

Geopolitical design 

Raumsinn 

 

 

 

The offensive realist premise that great powers are revisionist powers is 

accepted, in the sense that great powers want to enlarge their power, but ®litesô 

perceptions and capacities are the variables that will establish when, how and in which 

terms that power enlargement will be accomplished. For example, China and Russia 

within the revolutionary movementôs dynamics (H4), as it will be discussed below 

[PART V]. 

 

                                                 
396

 Vide: Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel, ed., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015). 
397

 Also Sicker argued about óéterritory perceived by decision-makerséô ï Martin Sicker, Geography 

and Politics among Nations ï an Introduction to Geopolitics (New York: iUniverse, Inc., 2010), 76. 
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ii. Set of problems in neoclassical realism 

It is now pertinent to investigate the internal structure of neoclassical realism to 

identify the three following theoretical weaknesses or difficulties: (1) problems of the 

state-centric approach; (2) Power and Potential; (3) stateôs structure as independent, not 

intervening variable. 

 

1. Problems of the state-centric approach 

Until the first decades of 20
th
 century, in the particular case of the European 

region, the argument of states considered as a black box (somehow into accordance with 

classical realism or assuredly with neorealist structuralism) might have had full  sense. 

In fact, till that time, states were ruled by explicit historical agents (i.e. óroyal and noble 

dynastiesô
398

) with the conquest or perpetuation of political power of ñtheir statesò on 

the international arena as substantial everlasting interest. 

 However, when the moment of statesô radical change in terms of domestic 

structure came ï namely into democratic mechanisms that do not allow the same 

continuity or fidelity to perennial interests as other political systems do ï so came the 

necessity of paying attention to domestic developments. To put it at its simplest, those 

domestic developments had an impact on the external behavior of state. Among many 

other possibilities, for example, a submission to parallel interests to the state (a case 

easily identifiable by an analysis of the stateôs traditional cores in terms of foreign 

policy) became a potential scenario, once much less common. Accordingly, the 

proposition stated by Meyer et al. is highly pertinent
399

 [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]. 

Neoclassical realist state-centric point of view faces difficulties then. If it is true that 

states persist as main actors on the international arena, under hypothesis (H4) at least 

some states can be perceived, to some extent, as instruments of GLOBALIST FORCES [cf. 

Subchapter 9.2.]. Consequently the conception of state would have to be merely 

instrumental [cf. APPENDIX 2, STATE]. On the other hand, under hypothesis (H2), statesô 

interests (as the élites perceive them) would be powerful enough to create or influence 

an (international) ideology and/or geostrategy, in a manner to strengthen its support.  

                                                 
398

 Olavo de Carvalho, óThe USA and the New World Order,ô Giuliano Morais & Ricardo Almeidaôs 

blog, August 2, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/04/index-english.html 
399

 óMany features of the contemporary nation-state derive from worldwide models constructed and 

propagated through global cultural and associational processesô ï John W. Meyer, John Boli, George M. 

Thomas, Francisco O. Ramirez, ñWorld Society and Nation State,ò American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 

103, No. 1 (July 1997): 144-145. Once accepted this idea, the test of H4 may take shape. 



Towards the New World Order?                                                                                                                Nuno Morgado                                                                                                         
A geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

94 

  

Both Vives and Carvalho rejected the perspective that graps the ñstatesò as [the 

main or even] historical agents
400

. Carvalhoôs perspective was already stated in the 

previous section [cf. 2.1.2]. Vives identified ócultural societyô as the unit of analysis
401

. 

How to solve difficulties of a state-centric viewpoint?  

A two level- approach analysis would solve the problem: on the one hand, states 

remain as formal units in IR terms, but on the other hand, historical agents may be taken 

into consideration as agents with impact on the international affairs in long-term 

[historical] perspective, through influence upon states
402

. Hence, a ómacroô level of 

analysis, yet neither structural nor systemic. The assumption is that, even though other 

agents have influence, international arena is, in the end, based on force, and states are 

those agents who still own the ñmonopoly of legitimate use of physical forceò under 

Max Weberôs (1864-1920) adage. 

The discussion between state-centric perspective ñversusò perspective that 

defends the existence of historical agents (which can influence the state towards their 

interests) is provisionally settled, in regard to the definition of instruments for analysis. 

In the end, the state persists as a unit of analysis for geopolitical studies, since the 

instruments used to print changes on international politics are directly or indirectly 

attached to states. Furthermore, even considering the existence of GLOBALIST PROJECTS, 

their agents will  occupy positions inside statesô structure, or they will have an impact on 

stateôs officials. Then state-centric perspective remains to some extent [cf. APPENDIX 2, 

STATE].  

Finally, this study is not concerned primarily with the distribution of power in 

the international system esse in, but it aims instead to analyze two ideologies that pursue 

the defense of specific interests (national and/or international). Doing so, the thesis will 

also be devoted to the analysis of foreign policy of a country directly or indirectly 

                                                 
400

 Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico 

(Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 72. 

óé designated  by names of nations, States and governments,  to depict their interactions as a dispute 

among nations or national interests is a residual habit of the old geopolitics that does not help us at all to 

understand the present situationô ï Olavo de Carvalho, óOlavo ï Introduction,ô Giuliano Morais & 

Ricardo Almeidaôs Blog, March 7, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/03/olavo-de-carvalho-

introduction.html 
401

 Jaume Vicens Vives, Tratado General de Geopolitica. El factor geográfico y el proceso histórico 

(Barcelona: editorial vicens-vives, 1972), 77. 

This unit of analysis matches Ratzelôs concept of Groɓlebensformen to some extent ï Friedrich Ratzel, 

Géographie Politique, trans. Pierre Rusch (Paris: Éditions Régionales Européennes S.A., 1988). 
402

 Carvalho listed a number of possible historical agents ï Olavo de Carvalho, ó[R2] Olavo,ô Giuliano 

Morais & Ricardo Almeidaôs Blog, March 7, 2011, http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/04/r2-

olavo-de-carvalho.html 
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targeted by such ideologies (Brazil), so that correlations between those foreign policy 

outcomes and the ideologies may be assessed. Foreign policy is obviously a state-

structureôs outcome.  

 

2. Power and Potential  

A misguided delimitation of domains and definition of concepts is a second 

problem in neoclassical realism. The literature (e.g. Taliaferro, Schweller, Rose) 

continuously refers to ñstatesô powerò, whereas ñstatesô potentialò should be the most 

suitable concept
403

. Difficulties pointed out by Wohlforth are likely understandable in 

that context of confusion
404

. Rigor while using concepts is essential [cf. APPENDIX 2: 

STATE POWER and STATE POTENTIAL]. 

 

3. Stateôs structure as independent, not intervening variable 

The third and the last problem in neoclassical realism that this study aims to 

cover, particularly in Taliaferroôs model, is stateôs structure as an intervening variable.  

In fact, on the analysis of stateôs potential in this thesis, the structure of state 

should be regarded as an independent variable (along with the inclusion of geography) 

[cf. table 3, fig. 4 and APPENDIX 3]. 

 Therefore, the goal of introducing refinements and contribuiting to the 

development of the neoclassical realist theory is accomplished: the issue of state-

centrism, the terminology of statesô POTENTIAL instead of statesô POWER, hints 

concerning the complex operationalization in transforming potential into power (that 

Taliaferro also covered
405

), and structure included not as an intervening variable
406

 but 

as an independent variable. 

 

iii . Methodological benchmarks 

Making considerations about methodology, and although great attention is paid 

to Taliaferroôs model, this thesis presumes that models are not capable of a holistic 

                                                 
403

 With respect to the distinction among concepts of ópowerô and ópotentialô, among others, vide:  

Golbery do Couto e Silva, Conjuntura Política Nacional, o Poder Executivo & Geopolítica do Brasil 

(Rio de Janeiro: Livraria José Olympio editora, 1980), 156. 
404

 William C.Wohlforth, The Elusive Balance: Power and Perceptions during the Cold War (Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1993), 1-17.  
405

 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, óState Building for Future Wars: Neoclassical Realism and the Resource-

Extractive State,ô Security Studies Vol. 15, no. 3 (July-September 2006): 473. 
406

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 166. 
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explanation of international political phenomena (e.g. óégame-theoretic 

modelingéô
407

). Models are, therefore, perceived as limited tools. In fact, the multi-

method approach explained in the next subchapter tries to overcome the modelôs 

limitations. Once again, structure, mechanical laws, determinism are rejected social 

approaches as a whole. That matches Christensenôs remarks that studies on foreign 

policy involve  

óé a great deal of knowledge about the nation in 

questionéô
408

 

 

Neoclassical realism, located in the theoretical tradition of Realism, highlighting 

notions such as state-centrism, relative material POTENTIAL, and clash between entities, 

embraces, at the same time, new considerations such as motivations and ideologies 

combined in the variables of ®litesô perceptions and capacities.  

For all the mentioned issues, neoclassical realism seems to be the most useful 

branch of Realism to marry with geopolitical studies
409

 in order to forge the theoretical 

background in which the answer to the main research question ï Are Neo-Eurasianism 

and Meridionalism somehow related to a New World Order? ï will be accomplished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
407

 Gideon Rose, óReview Article ï Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,ô World Politics 

Vol. 51, no. 1 (October 1998): 166. 
408

 Thomas J. Christensen, Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-

American Conflict, 1947-1958 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), 248. 
409

 One of the most important finalities of the past subchapters is to forge a universal theoretical 

background so that it may be avoided that geopolitical studies óbreak into separated national schoolsô as 

KofroŔ alerted for ï Jan KofroŔ, óPossibilities of Neoclassical Geopolitics: a Systemic Approachô 

(Abstract & Introduction Ph.D. thesis, Charles University in Prague, 2012), 23. 
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óDas MaÇ der Unabhªngigkeit gibt einem Staate 

 seine Stellung in der Welt;  

es legt ihm zugleich die Notwendigkeit auf,  

alle inneren Verhältnisse zu dem Zwecke einzurichten,  

sich zu behaupten.  

Dies ist sein oberstes Gesetz.ô
410 

 

 

Leopold von Ranke 

 

 

2.2. Methodological guidelines of the thesis 

 

 Having outlined the problem, structure & objectives, and the philosophical 

worldview of this thesis in the Introduction; in the sequence of the detailed explanation 

of the theoretical background and the methodological approach of geopolitical studies 

(the theory of neoclassical geopolitics) [cf. Chapter 1 and Subchapter 2.1], this 

subchapter is now going to focus on the research design and methodological guidelines 

of this thesis in particular. 

 It is pertinent to remind that the investigation is conditioned by the purpose of 

geopolitical studies of studying and explaining the impact of the geographical setting, 

filtrated by élitesô perceptions and capacities, on human political activity at the 

international level (foreign policy and, by extension, international politics). 

 

 

Hypotheses 

The formulation of hypotheses turns into a crucial step of this thesisô research 

design
411

. 

As it was mentioned in the subchapter 1.2, the author already tested a hypothesis 

elsewhere on the simple assumption that the geographical setting tends to influence 

                                                 
410
transl. óThe degree of stateôs independence gives the stateôs position in the World; therefore, the 

necessity of organization of all stateôs internal resources in order to guarantee its self-preservation 

remains. That is the stateôs supreme lawô ï Leopold von Ranke, óPolitisches Gesprªch,ô kapitel 1, 1836, 

last modified November 27, 2015, Spiegel, http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/buch/-3012/1 

Von Ranke was the precursor of the expression Primat der Außenpolitik [Primacy of Foreign Affairs]. 
411

 Vide for example: Ian Hacking, The Social Construction of What? (Cambridge: Harvard University 

Press, 1999), 201. 
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foreign policy (and international politics by extension)
412

. That constituted a preliminary 

exercise before the systematization of the neoclassical geopoliticsô framework that took 

place on the former subchapters. Therefore, that test (which confirmed the hypothesis) 

is accepted by this thesis, constituting the starting point for the study. 

In this way, with the aim of providing contingent solutions to the mentioned 

problem, reacting to the research question directly, and starting with the premise of the 

influence of IV (i) systemic constraints and (ii) the relative state material potential, the 

following hypotheses are formulated:  

 

 

Hypothesis (H1) 

THE NEO-EURASIANIST PLAN, THROUGH THE INFLUENCE UPON RUSSIAN ÉLITESô 

PERCEPTIONS AND CAPACITIES, AIMS TO CREATE A MULTIPOLAR WORLD. 

Hypothesis (H2) 

NEO-EURASIANISM CONSTITUTES BOTH AN IDEOLOGY AND A STRATEGIC PLAN 

WITH THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF REACHING RUSSIAN NATIONAL INTERESTS ï AS 

THEY HAVE BEEN PERCEIVED BY THE RUSSIAN ÉLITES ï ON THE INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA.  

Hypothesis (H3) 

DESPITE SOME ORIGINALITY , THERE IS A TREND SO THAT MERIDIONALISM, AS 

BRAZILIAN óGEO-IDEOLOGYô, BECOMES AN INSTRUMENT OF NEO- EURASIANISM, 

THE LATTER UNDERSTOOD AS THE SET OF RUSSIAN NATIONAL INTERESTS IN THE 

WORLD. 

Hypothesis (H4) 

THE EURASIAN BLOC, AS GLOBALIST PROJECT
413

, IS DRIVEN BY THE 

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT, AND THE RUSSIAN ÉLITES ARE ONE OF ITS AGENTS. 

THIS GLOBALIST PROJECT COMPRISES THE NEO-EURASIANIST AND THE 

MERIDIONALIST IDEOLOGIES AND STRATEGIC PLANS. 

 

 

                                                 
412

 The premises were: (i) the óinfluence of geographical features on foreign policyô and (ii) the 

ópossibility to predict, at some extent, foreign policy based in geographical featuresô ï Nuno Morgado, 

óVindicating Neoclassical Geopolitics, Challenging Postmodernism. A New Look at an Old Problem,ô 

Central European Journal of International and Security Studies vol. 8, no. 4 (December 2014): 233. 
413

 The óGLOBALIST PROJECTSô [cf. APPENDIX 2] hypothesis has been developed by Carvalho: Olavo de 

Carvalho, óOs Donos do Mundo,ô Olavo de Carvalhoôs website, October 18, 2013, 

http://www.olavodecarvalho.org/semana/110221dc.html or 

http://debateolavodugin.blogspot.cz/2011/03/olavo-de-carvalho-introduction.html; or Olavo de Carvalho, 

O mínimo que você precisa saber para não ser um idiota (Rio de Janeiro: Record, 2013), 541-543. 

Certainly inspired by Chandler ï Robert Chandler, Shadow World - Resurgent Russia, The Global New 

Left, and Radical Islam (Washington DC: Regnery Publishing, 2008). 

Carvalho argued about the existence of three globalist projects: óthe Syndicate,ôóthe Islamicô and the 

óEurasian blocô. Taking into account that the complexity of this hypothesis is incompatible with the 

monographic guideline of this study, it is essential to achieve a precise delimitation of the object. In this 

way, the óSyndicateô and the óIslamic blocô as GLOBALIST PROJECTS receive a mere reference, thus they 

are excluded from the final test of the hypothesis. 

In this context, it is suggested further research about that topic. 
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Table 3  

Hypotheses and variables  

 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES  INTERVENING  VARIABLES  DEPENDENT VARIABLES  

 

 

- Relative material 

state potential 

- Systemic constraints 

 

 

NEO-EURASIANIST 

PLAN 

INFLUENCES RUSSIAN ÉLITESô 

PERCEPTIONS AND CAPACITIES 

 

 

     

MULTIPOLAR WORLD  

- Relative material 

state  potential 

- Systemic constraints 

RUSSIAN  

NATIONAL INTERESTS 

(PERCEIVED BY THE RUSSIAN ÉLITES) 

 

 

NEO-EURASIANIST 

IDEOLOGY AND STRATEGY PLAN  

             - Relative material 

state potential 

- Systemic constraints 

 

                 NEO-EURASIANISM 

                 (AS SET OF RUSSIAN 

                 NATIONAL INTERESTS  

                        IN THE WORLD) 

 

            MERIDIONALISM AS   

                INSTRUMENT OF 

NEO-EURASIANISM  

(IN  SOUTH AMERICA) 

                      

- Relative material 

state potential 

- Systemic constraints 

THE EURASIAN BLOC DRIVEN 

BY THE REVOLUTIONARY  

MOVEMENT UNDER RUSSIAN ÉLITES 

 (INCLUDES NEO-EURASIANISM AND 

MERIDIONALISM) 

 

GLOBALIST PROJECT  

(GOAL: WORLD GOVERNMENT) 

 

 

  

Preliminary methodological considerations 

The scientific method, by its own, establishes the procedure of the research 

through following stages
414

: (1) observation of the object and formulation of the 

research question; (2) collection of data, description/characterization; (3) formulation of 

hypotheses; (4) prediction; (5) experiments/ falsifiability; (6) conclusions and analysis 

of results; (7) publication of results. Those stages will be mirrored in the thesis. Broadly 

speaking, observation is a selected way to apply the theory
415

. 

The research piece will be mainly deductive, testing hypotheses, starting from a 

coherent theoretical set of ideas and concepts (already explained) towards facts and the 

material reality (description and explanation of facts). Facts will not be neglected in the 

name of a preference for certain narratives [cf. Section 1.2.2 and 2.1.1]. Since the theory 

is not disregarded, the thesis aims to be a proper theory application and a theory-

development research piece
416

.  

                                                 
414

 David Nachmias and Chava Nachmias, Research Methods in the Social Sciences (New York: St. 

Martinôs Press, 1987), 23. 

R. Murray Thomas, Blending Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods in Theses and Dissertations 

(London: Corwin Press, 2003), 15. 
415

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 27 ï 30. 
416

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 4. 
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This study intends not to be dogmatic and deterministic
417

, considering scientific 

knowledge temporary and perennially corrected
418

.  Verification or arguments providing 

a solid framework to sustain a specific idea (i.e. confirming tests
419

) will predominate 

over Popperôs falsification
420

. 

The thesis is crossed by a vertical state-centric axis, but also by a horizontal axis 

based on sectoral issues, in order to capture, for example, the connections between 

organized crime and politics in Brazil [cf. Subchapter 8.2.].  

In summary, it is possible to verify that the presented model of neoclassical 

geopolitics is multilevel, covering: (a) unit level (individuals, e.g. members of Brazilian 

foreign policy executive), (b) domestic level (institutions, e.g. state structure) and (c) 

international level (international system). Thus, this thesis mirrors the waltzian man, 

state and war pyramid, using a ómacroô level of analysis neither structural nor 

systemic
421

. 

 

 

Overall system of methods and techniques 

Concerning procedures of inquiry, the thesis is eminently a qualitative study, as 

Chauprade and Thual characterized geopolitical studies in general
422

. Despite that the 

danger of óa single methodô is avoided
423

. In this way: (i) the phenomenological 

method; (ii) political personality profiling; (iii)  case study (comparative and single); and 

(iv) process tracing will be used all together. 

Firstly, this thesis is inscribed in the phenomenological tradition already 

introduced above [cf. INTRODUCTION]. This inscription places the study in the research 

line with Thual and Chauprade, geopolitical scholars that work in the phenomenological 

                                                 
417

 David A. de Vaus, Research Design in Social Research (London: SAGE, 2001), 5. 
418

 David A. de Vaus, Research Design in Social Research (London: SAGE, 2001), 11. 

Tim Dunne, Lene Hansen and Colin Wight, óThe End of International Relations Theory?ô European 

Journal of International Relations Vol. 19, no. 3 (September 2013): 405- 406. 

António Marques Bessa, Quem Governa? Uma Análise Histórico-Política do Tema da Elite (Lisboa: 

Instituto Superior de Ciências Sociais e Políticas, 1993), 37. 
419

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 43-44. 
420

 Karl Popper, The Logic of Scientific Discovery (London: Routledge, 2002), 18. 
421

 For a reading about a systemic approach vide: G®rard Dussouy, óGeopolitics Roundtable ï Systemic 

Geopolitics: A Global Interpretation Method of the World,ô Geopolitics vol. 15, no. 1 (February 2010). 
422

 ñéelle [la géopolitique] est donc fondamentalement une science qualitativeò ï Aymeric Chauprade 

and François Thual, Dictionnaire de Géopolitique ï États, Concepts, Auteurs. (Paris: Ellipses, 1998), 

500-1. 
423

 Nick Moore, How to do research ï a practical guide to designing and managing research projects 

(London: Facet Publishing, 2006), 12. 



Towards the New World Order?                                                                                                                Nuno Morgado                                                                                                         
A geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

101 

  

context. This kind of way of thinking is not restricted to the observation of facts or 

appearances, but its core is to ópenetrate their meanings and contexts with increasing 

refinement and predictionô, i.e. to search for the essence of facts
424

. In order to 

accomplish that search, the scholar needs to perceive the elements of international 

politics as phenomena. These phenomena are characterized by intentionality (i.e. action 

requires intention) [cf. APPENDIX 3], consequently the key ambiance is then the 

individualôs consciousness (hence the pertinence of ®litesô perceptions for geopolitical 

studies, as analyzed in the subchapter 2.1)
425

. The phenomenological method helps in 

the understanding of how ñfactsò are processed in the intentional consciousness and also 

to identify what remains unchanged (invariant)
426

. The operation is integrated in epoché 

[ ˊɞɢɐ] a suspension of judgments. In this manner, therefore, subjectivity is mitigated. 

Key terms are then: intuition/ interpretation/ hermeneutics of the essence of facts in the 

development of comprehension
427

. This procedure will be applied to assess individualsô 

perceptions (Dugin and Putin [cf. Subchapters 4.2 and 9.2], Lula da Silva [cf. PART IV] , 

Carvalho [cf. Subchapter 9.2]), pointing out their intentionality towards something (i.e. 

objectives)
428

[APPENDIX 3]. It is opportune to remind that the phenomenological method 

is located far from the post-modernist radical perspectivism. That is so because of 

mainly two reasons: (a) at the first place, the existence of an objective reality outside the 

human mind is acknowledged; and (b) the procedures and the impact of knowledge are 

different in phenomenology and in the radical perspectivism.  

Secondly, still at the level of assessing individualôs perceptions, political 

personality profiling will be useful for the characterization of the revolutionary 

mentality [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]
429

. 

Thirdly, the purpose of choosing case study (comparative and single) is justified 

by the objective of explaining in detail óa case of intrinsic importanceô for this 

                                                 
424

 Medard Boss, óModo-de-ser Esquizofrênico à Luz de uma Fenomenologia Daseinanalíticaô 

Daseinanalyse no. 3 (1977): 3-4. 
425

 óé without consciousness there are no sense dataô;óçPhenomenaè are everything we are conscious 

oféô; and óconsciousness and phenomena are inseparableéô ï Pauline Couper, A Studentôs Introduction 

to Geographical Thought ï theories, philosophies, methodologies (London: SAGE, 2015), 88, 89. 
426

 At this point, it can be established a direct link to GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITIES. 
427

 Introspection and intuition are very useful mental actions in the hermeneutic procedure ï Andrew 

Sayer, Method in Social Science ï a realist approach (New York: Routledge, 2010), 24-25. 
428

 François Thual, Méthodes de la géopolitique ï apprendre à déchiffrer lôactualit® (Paris: Éllipses, 

1996), 20. 
429

 Jerrold Post has an interesting chapter introducing this technique - Audie Klotz and Deepa Prakash, 

ed., Qualitative Methods in International Relations ï A Pluralist Guide (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 

2009), 131-150. 
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research
430

.  Comparative case study is then the most appropriate method to apply in 

PARTS II and III since the center of gravity of the research is the analysis and the 

comparison of two ideologies and strategic plans
431

 which, although their remote 

geographic origins, may share much in common in terms of ñanalysis of the 

environmentò and ñformulationò. Due to the identical nature of those objects they can 

be analyzed and put side by side through the comparative method (controlled 

comparison
432

). In this context, the comparative case study requires assistance of 

strategic studies, since it will be operationalized in the strategic planning laboratory 

making use of its two initial phases
433

: (phase 1) the analysis of the environment (1.1) 

an internal analysis (identifying strengths and weaknesses) and (1.2) an external 

analysis (naming the opportunities and threats); (phase 2) the formulation of the plan, 

which includes: (2.1) the definition of the mission, (2.2) the enumeration of objectives, 

(2.3) setting up modalities of action, and (2.4) linking the plan to specific sectoral 

policies.  

On the other hand, the technique of single-case study is also chosen and applied 

to Brazil taking into account that such technique is suitable to be operationalized by the 

geopolitical studiesô model: the assessment of the relative material state potential of the 

country and systemic constraints [cf. Section 8.1.1], analysis of Brazilian ®litesô 

perceptions and capacities [cf. Section 8.1.2], and analysis of Brazilôs Geopolitical 

Design  [cf. Section 8.1.3]. Single-case study also allows exploring in depth: the socio-

political context of Brazil (antecedent conditions) [cf. 8.2.1], the relations between São 

Paulo Forum and Brazilian foreign policy outcomes [cf. 8.2.2], and the bonds between 

Brazilôs foreign policy outcomes, Meridionalism, S«o Paulo Forum & Neo-Eurasianism 

[cf. 8.2.3].  

                                                 
430

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 55. 

Audie Klotz and Deepa Prakash, ed., Qualitative Methods in International Relations ï A Pluralist Guide 

(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 43-58. 
431

 So it is their classification for this studyôs purposes. 
432

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 56-58. 
433

 Elsewhere the author explained with detail strategic planningôs phases, also providing an application 

of that model on the empirical reality ï Nuno Morgado, óDesvelando o planeamento estrat®gico de Otto 

von Bismarck ï A fundação do II Reich e a Unifica­«o Alem« de uma perspectiva da Estrat®gia,ô Finis 

Mundi Journal of metapolitics, history & culture, no. 9 (December 2015). 
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About the selection of Brazil as a case of something
434

, the realist theoretical 

school claims that national élites will most of the time comply with the national interest. 

However, cases in which that compliance does not occur can be in fact observed. How 

can that incongruence be explained? The answer suggested by this thesis is certainly 

given by the IntVs of neoclassical realism. The selected case in which those 

circumstances can be observed is then Brazil in our days (2003-2016), so the test of the 

concept of GEOMISGUIDANCE may take place [cf. Part IV]
435

. 

Fourthly, together with the use of the mentioned methods and techniques, 

process tracing will be used to make the study stronger (particularly in PART IV)
436

. 

That means that process tracing will put light on the relations between the independent, 

intervening and dependent variables, also helping in observing political outcomes by 

retroactively decomposing the context and the development of phases which caused 

those political outcomes and, naturally, provide evidence to support the arguments [cf. 

Subchapters 8.2 and 9.2]. As a combination of structural approach (systemic constraints 

/ distribution of power) with individual agency (®litesô perceptions and capacities), this 

thesis is fully eligible to use process tracing
437

.  

PART V focus on óexplaining caseô
438
. In fact, Carvalhoôs hypotheses can be 

included in what Evera designated as: óspecific explanationsô
439
, since Carvalhoôs 

óexplanation for specific casesô: (1) exemplifies óa valid covering lawô, (2) ócovering 

lawôs causal phenomenonô are included in the research, (3) ócovering lawôs  antecedent 

conditionsô were duly described, and (4) ócovering lawôs intervening phenomenaô can 

be observed in the research. In the mentioned part, a contribution from intelligence in 

the set of questions systematized in Lowenthalôs book will be given, which are also the 

basic questions of political science: who wants what? How, when, and by which means 

                                                 
434

 Audie Klotz and Deepa Prakash, ed., Qualitative Methods in International Relations ï A Pluralist 

Guide (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 43. 
435

 Taking into account that the Russian foreign policy executive is not assessed as geomisguided, it was 

excluded an empirical study of Russia in this thesis. 
436

 Process tracing is an excellent tool to work within the case study ï Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. 

Checkel, eds., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2015), 4, 13, 126. 
437

 Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel, eds., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 5. 
438

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 74-75. 
439

 Stephen van Evera, Guide to methods for students of Political Science (New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1997), 40. 
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is the agent pursuing his action?
440

 This approach will, among other uses, provide the 

structure of the entire Subchapter 9.2.  

Not only it is believed that these methods and techniques allow stronger tests, 

but before anything else, (1) the bulk of data to be analyzed requires them. In addition: 

(2) the philosophical worldview, (3) the way how the problem was formulated, (4) the 

objectives, (5) the structure of the thesis, (6) the hypotheses, and (7) the finalities of the 

thesis reinforce the choice of the mentioned methodological system. 

Therefore, methods and techniques such as: (i) large-n (cannot be used because 

there is no large number of cases to be explored), (ii) counterfactual analysis (which 

conflicts with the authorôs preference for a research supported by empirical data
441

), or 

(ii i) discourse analysis/narratives (are not appropriated due to ontological, 

epistemological and methodological incompatibilities with geopolitical studies as they 

are perceived in this study) are consequently rejected. The rational choice is also 

disregarded by the study
442

, whereas area studies acquire a full place as a technique that 

helps in the understanding of the particularities of the regions under study (e.g. South 

America)
443

. 

It bears repeating that models do not depict the entire reality. Models are nothing 

but an incomplete technique that assists the scientific method to apprehend the essence 

of the reality (e.g. neoclassical geopoliticsô systematized model (fig. 4)). For this reason 

the complex system of methods and techniques described above was elaborated. 

 

                                                 
440

 Vide e.g. Mark M. Lowenthal, Intelligence ï From Secrets to Policy (Los Angeles: SAGE, 2015). 
441

 óWithout explicitly incorporating counterfactuals to facilitate cross- and within-case comparisons, 

theory-testing process tracing can lead to mistaken causal inferences about the robustness of a presumed 

relationship between an independent variable and outcomesô ï Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel, 

eds., Process Tracing ï From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2015), 207. Since this thesis does not aim to test theory but, as said above, it is merely theory-application 

and theory-development the mentioned problem remains marginal. 
442

 In the line of some neoclassical realist authors too ï Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, and Jeffrey 

W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical Realism, the State, and Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2009), 289. 

About rational choice vide Barbara Geddes, Paradigms and Sand Castles ï Theory Building and 

Research Design in Comparative Politics (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2003), 175-211. 
443

 The teachings about Area Studies were assimilated along the authorôs research path. Concerning 

Central Asia ï which received elsewhere attention as a region under the Russian sphere of influence ï the 

teachings of Hor§k were duly assimilated: óit is impossible to approach Central Asian countries with 

theories of political science, because power is tribal and informal, with particularities that could not be 

defined by determined rulesô (Slavom²r Hor§k, óFormal and Informal Institutions in Central Asia ï 

political systems vs traditional social structures in Central Asian politics, opposition to authoritarian 

regimes. The road to authoritarianism, local leaders,ô JMM361 Nation and State Building in Eurasia 

(class lecture, Charles University in Prague, November 22, 2011)). There are similarities with South 

America. 



Towards the New World Order?                                                                                                                Nuno Morgado                                                                                                         
A geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

105 

  

 

Techniques for data collection and data analysis  

As for the specific procedures for data collection and analysis, all techniques 

available and useful to provide the answer to the research question were considered. 

What Moore called ódesk researchô
444

 certainly starts with the literature review, 

in other words, with assessment of the status quaestionis familiarizing with the findings 

of previous studies. The analysis of documents, content analysis
445

 or hermeneutic
446

, 

although far more time-consuming and laborious than other techniques, are the most 

significant ones
447

. These techniques, duly attached to the analytical capacities of the 

researcher, require readings, resumes or reading records, and precise understanding of 

texts, extracting the exact meaning. 

Techniques like gathering information in fieldwork
448

 and direct observation
449

, 

taken directly from geography, were used in the research stay at Universidade de São 

Paulo, and its findings are mostly concentrated in PART IV. A geographical technique, 

mapping (cartographic representation) was not forgotten in the text either.  

                                                 
444

 Nick Moore, How to do research ï a practical guide to designing and managing research projects 

(London: Facet Publishing, 2006), 106-111. 
445

 For readings about content analysis vide: 

R. Murray Thomas, Blending Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods in Theses and Dissertations 

(London: Corwin Press, 2003), 57-60. 

Audie Klotz and Deepa Prakash, ed., Qualitative Methods in International Relations ï A Pluralist Guide 

(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 151-167. 

David Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data ï Methods for analyzing Talk, Text and Interaction 

(London: SAGE, 2000), 59. 
446

 Mortimer Adler and Charles Van Doren, How to Read a Book: A Guide to Reading the Great Books 

(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1972). 
447

 In geopolitical studies, these techniques include the production of bibliographic lists organized either 

by topics (e.g. choke points, natural resources, routes, sea lanes) or worldôs geographic areas (e.g. Europe, 

Central Asia, South America), and naturally reading resumes of sources (e.g. books, scientific papers) that 

might include the researcherôs ideas and conclusions about the object.  
448

 David Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data ï Methods for analyzing Talk, Text and Interaction 

(London: SAGE, 2000), 36-47. 
449

 R. Murray Thomas, Blending Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods in Theses and 

Dissertations (London: Corwin Press, 2003), 60-63. 

óçGeography is an empirical science, guided by observationèô Antonio Carlos R. Moraes, Geografia ï 

Pequena História Crítica, last modified February 2014, Scribd: 7, 

http://pt.scribd.com/doc/4526372/Moraes-Carlos-R-GEOGRAFIA-PEQUENA-HISTORIA-CRITICA-

PORTUGUES 

Phenomenology stresses óéconscious experience is awareness-of-experienceô ï Pauline Couper, A 

Studentôs Introduction to Geographical Thought ï theories, philosophies, methodologies (London: 

SAGE, 2015), 89 ï that means that the researcherôs experiences are important in the study. 
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In the course of data collection, not only the data itself but also the sources were 

evaluated
450

. The overwhelming majority of the ideas ï with the exception of those that 

make the progressive and innovative part of this study ï are based on the literature. In 

fact, this thesis is well documented (more than 800 sources), thus exhaustively 

supported by facts, applying the criterion of verification through facts (confirming 

tests). In this assignment of guaranteeing validity and reliability of the information
451

, 

sources were previously evaluated (including, for example, the evaluation of the 

authorôs credibility, and temporal pertinence of the information). Data from different 

sources were investigated, categorized, justified and compared. This is also a procedure 

of intelligence analysis
452

 and helps to guarantee an exact and accurate work, in which 

some feasible objectivity will be assured
453

.  

As it was affirmed, since this thesis is a monograph, the analysis of data and 

authors was accomplished from the austere point of view of Neo-Eurasianist and 

Meridionalist ideologies only ï this is the last crucial aspect about data collection
454

. 

 

 

Sources  

Due to the methodological options and the scope of the study, the collection of 

data covered publicly available sources (OSINT
455

) only: academic articles in refereed 

both international and national journals, academic debates (among which Carvalho vs. 

Dugin is the most relevant), books and chapters of edited books, as well as PhD theses 

and Masters dissertations on historical, theoretical and geopolitical analysis; dictionaries 

and encyclopedias for definition of concepts; summaries, working papers, and notes 

from lectures (Bachelor, Master, Post-graduation and PhD degrees); conference papers 

and seminarsô notes about geopolitics, foreign policies and the current World Order. 

                                                 
450

 To assess the validity of sources is a conditio sine qua non for the scientific method ï A. da Silva 

Rego, Lições de Metodologia e Crítica Históricas (Lisboa: Junta de Investigações do Ultramar ï Centro 

de Estudos Políticos e Sociais, 1963), 109-116. 
451

 David A. de Vaus, Research Design in Social Research (London: SAGE, 2001), 29-31. 
452

 Prospects, óIntelligence Analystô, last modified December 2012, 

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/intelligence_analyst_job_description.htm 
453

 Olavo de Carvalho, O mínimo que você precisa saber para não ser um idiota (Rio de Janeiro: Record, 

2013), 39. 
454

 Vide Umberto Eco, Como se faz uma Tese em Ciências Humanas, trans. Ana Falcão Bastos e Luís 

Leitão  (Barcarena: Editorial Presença, 2007), 38. 
455

 Open-source intelligence (OSINT), i.e., data from publicly available sources ï concomitantly a 

demand of the scientific method itself. 
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Particular attention was paid to Portuguese and Brazilian literature in geopolitical 

studies to introduce it to the English-speaking Academia.  

 The research also used diplomatic, military and intelligence/secret services 

documentation (grey literature): white papers, state budgets, government reports and 

newsletters (including statistical data), diplomatic sources, and intelligence institutes or 

agencies (e.g. STRATFOR, Intelligence Online, RAND), websites of sectoral ministries 

(e.g. Foreign Policy Concepts and National Strategic Concepts), websites of Embassies 

and Research Centers, press conferences, original minutes of meetings (e.g. São Paulo 

Forum), Workersô Party own data, legal documents (laws, decrees), speeches, talks and 

interviews transcripts of diplomats and politicians (élites). Brazilian National Defense 

Policy [Política Nacional de Defesa], the National Defense Strategy [Estratégia 

Nacional de Defesa] and Brazilian White Book of Defense [Livro Branco de Defesa] 

received a major attention. 

Media
456

 (newspapers, magazines, radio, internet, television), Web-based 

communities (YouTube and Blogs in which Dugin and Carvalho are very active) are the 

last group of sources to be included, since, for example, international meetings among 

world leaders, alliances or conflicts appear in the international mass and social media. 

The categorization of sources respected the order of importance stated above [cf. 

INTRODUCTION, State of the art]. The thesis was essentially based on primary sources, 

and a particular effort to read authors in their original works was consummated. 

Therefore the quotations were made in the original languages and, when necessary, 

translated into English in the footnotes, trying to avoid (yet not totally excluding) 

anthologies, translations of works, or reviews by other authors. 

 

 

Conclusion about the methodology 

Summing up, this geopolitical descriptive-analytic study is not merely empirical, 

because it recognizes the significance of abstract representations, and deals with 

theorizations. As a matter of fact, concepts of International Relations are abstractions 

(e.g. international system, anarchy, alliance), in which the observation of its 

components is not possible. Since the exact definition of concepts is a necessity, all 

                                                 
456

 Special attention will be paid to non-mainstream mass media ï like also to other non-mainstream 

sources in terms of academic publications (e.g. Journal of Eurasian Studies). 
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technical concepts
457

 were stated in CAPITALIZED LETTERS (at least while mentioned for 

the first time) and duly defined either in the Glossary compiled in the APPENDIX 2 or in 

the body of the text. 

In this way, with the finality of making a reliable contribution to knowledge, the 

system of methods was structured into two levels: (1) the conceptual-theoretical (logical 

validity) aiming to achieve objectives (A), (B), (C) and (E) (the last two partially); and 

(2) observational-empirical (empirical verification) to accomplish objectives (C), (D) 

and (E) (the latter partially). So, the objective (E) was divided 50-50 between theoretical 

formulations and empirical verification. 

The above mentioned methods and techniques were guided by the laws of 

objectivity, intelligibility, and rationality. Honesty, accuracy and the other ethical values 

guided the procedures of intuition, introspection, and judgment of the researcher
458

. The 

respect for the ethical guidelines and quotation standards of the Faculty of Social 

Sciences also assured the honesty of the research
459

. Moral judgments or normative 

approaches are absent in the study. 

The last note will be devoted to the writing style ï it is very simple English 

indeed. About that, the statement that the Portuguese chronicler Fernão Lopes made 

about his own work could be borrowed: ñin these pages, you will not find the beauty of 

the words, but the nakedness of factsò. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
457

 Umberto Eco, Como se faz uma Tese em Ciências Humanas, trans. Ana Falcão Bastos e Luís Leitão  

(Barcarena: Editorial Presença, 2007), 162, 169. 
458

 Virtue as disposition in the Aristotelian sense with respect to ethics ï Aristotle, Aristotleôs 

Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Robert C. Bartlett and Susan D. Collins (Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 2011). 
459

 Institute of Political Studies, óIPS Quotation Standardô, March 17, 2014, 

http://ips.fsv.cuni.cz/IPSENG-57.html 



Towards the New World Order?                                                                                                                Nuno Morgado                                                                                                         
A geopolitical study of Neo-Eurasianism and Meridionalism ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

109 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART II  

 

NEO-EURASIANISM :  

IDEOLOGY AND STRATEGIC PLAN FOR RUSSIA 

 

 

Key points 

Discussion of three conceptions of Russian History: Westernizers, Slavophiles and 

Eurasianists. A brief biography of Aleksandr Dugin. Identification of the roots of Neo-

Eurasianism, and characterization of Neo-Eurasianism as (1) ideology and (2) strategic 

plan (mission, objectives, modalities of action, sectoral policies). The misuse of 

geopolitical concepts and theories by Neo-Eurasianism. Assessment of Neo-

Eurasianism from the geopolitical studiesô point of view. 
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Chapter 3  

Historical traditions of ancient Eurasianism and the idea of ʀʤʧʝʨʠʠ
460

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
460

 This Chapter is based on the authorôs results from two scholarly works: 

Nuno Morgado, óNeo-Eurasianism: strategic conception of Russia, among History and Geopolitics,ô in 

the 6
th
 Russian Political Science Associationôs All -Russian Congress of Political Science: Russia in the 

Global World ï Institutions and Strategies of Political Interaction, Moscow State Institute for 

International Relations, 23
rd
 November 2012; and 

Nuno Morgado, óPortugal, Russia and a conceivable Lusophone block ï a geopolitical opportunity,ô 

Maria Sciencia, no. 6 (Summer 2013). 
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óCôest une cons®quence naturelle  

dôune culture toute dôimportation et dôimitation.  

Il nôy a point chez nous de d®veloppement intime,  

de progr¯s naturel; les nouvelles id®es balayent les ancienneséô
461

 

 

Petr Chaadaev 

 

 

3.1. Two conceptions of Russian History: Westernizers and Slavophiles 

   

  The two chapters that make up the PART II of this study are concentrated on the 

purpose of dissecting Neo-Eurasianism. The sub-research questions to be answered now 

are, as stated above [cf. INTRODUCTION, Structure & Objectives]: ñwhat is Neo-

Eurasianism?ò and ñwhich kind of world order directives does Neo-Eurasianism 

propose?ò The objective B. is then: to explain the historical roots of Neo-Eurasianist 

and its ideological and strategic aims on the level of the international affairs. 

  In this way, before describing the Neo-Eurasianist set of ideas with impact on 

the power structure of international relations [cf. Chapter 4], it is necessary to introduce 

the philosophical roots of Eurasianism briefly, and doing so, defining what classical 

Eurasianism is about. Chapter 3 accomplishes this step. 

  Eurasianism can be primarily perceived as a conception of Russian History, i.e. a 

perspective on the Russian military, diplomatic and cultural aspects in the line of time. 

For that reason, this PART II starts with a resume of the main conceptions of Russian 

history: Westernizers, Slavophiles, and Eurasianists. It is in the dialectic among those 

three conceptions, comparing them, that one can better understand their main points. 

 The purpose is far from describing Russian history. In other to get acquainted 

with that topic, several pieces of literature are recommended
462

.  

                                                 
461

 transl. óThat is a consequence of a totally imported and imitated-made culture. There is nothing in us 

of intimate development, natural progress; the new ideas wipe the old ones out éô ï Petr Chaadaev, 

óLettres sur la Philosophie de lôHistoire ï Lettre Premi¯re,ô last modified January, 2016, La Bibliothèque 

Russe et Slave, http://bibliotheque-russe-et-slave.com/Livres/Tchaadaiev%20-

%20Lettres%20sur%20la%20philosophie%20de%20l%27histoire.htm#_ftn13 
462

 Amon others, vide: 

Jane Burbank, Mark von Hagen and Anatolyi Remnev, eds., Russian Empire ï Space, People, Power, 

1700-1930 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007); 

Martin Gilbert, The Routledge Atlas of Russian History (New York: Routledge, 2007); 

Monika Greenleaf and Stephen Moeller-Sally, eds., Russian Subjects ï Empire, Nation and the Culture of 

the Golden Age (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1998); 
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Russian historian Nikolay Karamzin (1766-1826) noted high points in Russian 

history (i.e. internal unity and external security) that he opposed to low points (of 

political and moral decline
463

). That turnover of high/low points was included, by its 

side, in the course of a dynamics that he systematized in three stages ï Kievan period, 

Tatar period and Autocratic period. So, it culminated then into an autocracy based on 

the Tsarist form of government [ʩʘʤʦʜʝʨʞaʚʠʝ]
464

. To Karamzin, therefore, autocracy 

was a necessity for Russia
465

.   

In effect, and despite Aleksandr I official historian has died in the early 19
th
 

century
466

, autocracy as a political system has been enduring in Russia till our days [cf. 

Section 9.2.3]. Thus, a history of autocracy would be the key to understanding the 

Russian history. Autocracy with all it brings, including intense periods of chaos, in 

which the fight to seize power matched countless times with blood, namely blood from 

comrades, partners, or the Tsar himself. It is a very ancient tradition, intense even in the 

Roman Empire. 

 

 Pyotr Chaadaev (1793-1856) would have been the first one who eventually 

created one of the conceptions of Russian history at stake
467

. To Chaadaev, Russia 

                                                                                                                                               
Geoffrey Hosking, Russia ï People and Empire, 1552-1917(Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 

1997); 

Geoffrey Hosking, Russia and the Russians ï a History (Massachusetts: Belknap Press of Harvard 

University Press, 2001); 

Konstantin Von Grunwald, História da Rússia ï Pequena História de Grandes Nações  (Lisboa: Círculo 

de Leitores, 1979); 

Nicholas Riasanovsky and  Mark Steinberg, A History of Russia (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010); 

Maureen Perrie, Dominic Lieven and Ronald Grigor Suny, eds., The Cambridge History of Russia Three 

Volumes (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
463

 To Chaadaev, Russian history was a path of emptiness, therefore, a Karamzinôs ñlow pointò totally. 
464

 Further explanations about ʩʘʤʦʜʝʨʞʘʚʠʝ can be found in Alexander M. Yakovlev, Striving for Law 

in a Lawless Land ï Memoirs of a Russian Reformer (London: M.E.Sharpe, 1996), 20- 26. 
465

 William Leatherbarrow and Derek Offord, eds., A history of Russian thought (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2010), 390. 
466

 To explore more about Karamzinôs work vide: 

Nicolai Karamzin, Letters of a Russian traveler 1789-1790: an account of a young Russian gentlemanôs 

tour through Germany, Switzerland, France and England. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1957) 

Nicolai Karamzin, óʀʩʪʦʨʠʷ ʛʦʩʫʜʘʨʩʪʚʘ ʈʦʩʩʠʡʩʢʦʛʦ,ô last modified July, 2001, 

http://www.lib.ru/LITRA/KARAMZIN /karamz01.txt 

Nicholas Riasanovsky, Russian Identities ï A Historical Survey  (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2005), chapter 6. 
467

 To explore more about Chaadaevôs work vide: 

Petr Chaadaev, óLettres sur la Philosophie de lôHistoire ï Lettre Premi¯re,ô last modified January, 2016, 

La Bibliothèque Russe et Slave, http://bibliotheque-russe-et-slave.com/Livres/Tchaadaiev%20-

%20Lettres%20sur%20la%20philosophie%20de%20l%27histoire.htm#_ftn13 

Raymond T. McNally, ed., The Major works of Peter Chaadaev (London: University of Notre Dame 

Press, 1969)  

Raymond T.  McNally and  Richard Tempest, eds., Philosophical Works of Peter Chaadaev (Dordrecht: 

Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1991). 
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suffered from a lack of History in the sense that if Universal values and Universal path 

are considered, Russia had no contribution, no progressive thinking whatsoever. 

Furthermore, Russia lacked ómoral personalityô
468

. That could have been explained, 

among other reasons, by the fact that Russia had practically no Renaissance in the 15
th
 

and 16
th
 centuries.  

As a partial solution, Chaadaev advocated then a rapprochement of Russia with 

the West and with the Catholic Church in detriment of the Orthodox Church ï this was 

a primary mission in his understanding. The West had a tradition of separation between 

the temporal and the spiritual power that Chaadaev viewed as essential to apply in 

Russia. All the same, it is substantially relevant underlining that the West that Chaadaev 

was praising to be attached with, was the West before the Protestant Reformation and 

also before the French Revolution, i.e. Chaadaev glorified the Christendom and the 

Ancien Régime. 

 In the same way that Eurasianists would later oppose this conception of Russian 

History, also Neo-Eurasianists would reject the Westernizers ideas concerning applied 

geopolitics
469

. This problem will be brought again below [cf. Section 4.2.3.]. 

 

 A second conception of Russian history aggregates the Slavophiles. This group 

has been more heterogeneous than Westernizers and included diverse thinkers such as: 

Ivan Kireevsky (1806-1856), Aleksey Khomiakov (1804-1860), Konstantin Aksakov 

(1817-1860), Ivan Aksakov (1823-1886) or Nikolay Danilevsky (1822-1885).  

As common ideas covering transversely all those authors could be mentioned: (i) 

that the Westernizers have destroyed the Russian system (Peter the Great and Catherine 

the Great were accused to have injured Russian history); (ii) that the Tsar and the 

autocratic rule were the best choices in terms of political structure for Russia; and (iii ) 

all Slavophiles exalted the ñRussian rich cultureò, the ties and heritage with and from 

Constantinople, connected naturally to what they called ñthe true faithò ï the Orthodox 

Church [ʇʨʘʚʦʩʣaʚʠʝ]
470

. 

It is true that the idea that Russia preserved, in the past, the legacy of the 

Emperor Justinian and the fusion between priesthood and imperial dignity may be 

                                                 
468

 Raymond T.  McNally and  Richard Tempest, eds., Philosophical Works of Peter Chaadaev 

(Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1991), 21-22. 
469

 Dugin called them Atlantists [cf. Section 4.2.3.]. 
470

 For a basic reading about Slavophiles vide: 

Frederick Charles Copleston, History of Philosophy ï Russian Philosophy Vol. 10 (London: Bloomsbury 

Publishing, 2003). 
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accepted ï ótwo great gifts granted from Godô
471

. Nevertheless, currently, after the 

atheist Soviet Union, the only core that would matter with respect to that heritage from 

Constantinople to Moscow would truly be the importance that Bosphorus and 

Dardanelles have to Russian circulation on the Sea.  

 Among the Slavophiles, Danilevsky is particularly remarkable. He supported 

that Russian peaceful character (the purity and goodness of Russian soul [ʥʘʨʦʜʥʦʩʪʴ]) 

was incompatible with European aggressive character, thus defending the Pan-slavism 

materialized into a Slavic federation under the Russian supremacy. In a stimulating 

exercise, Danilevsky tried to articulate an historic-cultural division of Humankind in 10 

types of civil izations, something that inevitably makes the researcher thinking about the 

thesis of óClash of Civilizationsô by Huntington
472

.  

 To Slavophiles, in the end, Autocracy [Cʘʤʦʜʝʨʞʘʚʠʝ] and Orthodoxy 

[ʇʨʘʚʦʩʣaʚʠʝ] were the pillars of Russian history. Konstantin Leontiev (1831-1891), 

tried to approximate Russia and Greece in the logics of Orthodoxy, proposing at the 

same time a rejection of the identification of Russia as a European country
473

. This idea 

hovers positively in todayôs Kremlin, but certainly caused by the influence of Neo-

Eurasianism as a transfiguration of classical Eurasianism that will be described next. 
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2011). 
472

 Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (New York: 

Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 2011).  
473

 Andrzej Walicki, A History of Russian Thought ïfrom the Enlightenment to Marxism trans. Hilda 

Andrews-Rusieck (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1979), chapter 6. 
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ó[é] ʷʚʣʷʝʪʩʷ ʥʝʠʟʙʝʞʥʳʤ ʩʣʝʜʩʪʚʠʝʤ  

ʠʩʪʦʨʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʤʠʩʩʠʠ ʈʦʩʩʠʠ ð  

ʛʦʩʫʜʘʨʩʪʚʝʥʥʦʡ ʦʙʲʝʜʠʥʠʪʝʣʴʥʠʮʳ ɽʚʨʘʟʠʠ,  

ʧʨʝʝʤʥʠʮʳ ʠ ʥʘʩʣʝʜʥʠʮʳ ʏʠʥʛʠʩʭʘʥʘ.ô
 474

 

 

Nikolai Trubetzkoy 

 

 

3.2. A third conception of Russian History: Eurasianists 

 

A third conception of Russian history would have been the Eurasianist one
475

.  

Laruelle wrote an excellent book (already mentioned) about the historical and 

philosophical context of Eurasianism
476

. She described then Eurasianism as a reaction 

of Russian expats to the October Revolution of 1917, thus an intellectual product of a 

group of Russians that although living in the West, refused the idea that Russia was a 

product of Western influence
477

. Despite that idea, Laruelle assertively denounced 

Western influence on [Neo-]Eurasianism, namely through German philosophy
478

.  

In this way, Eurasianism was originally a movement from a context of crisis, in 

which the disappointment with Russia was real but, at the same time, in which genuine 

expectations about the future of Russia persisted. 

 In terms of concrete historical approach, Eurasianism pursued a particular 

perspective to look at Russian history
479

: (i) until 976 attempts to unite forest with the 

steppe; (ii) from 976 till 1238 struggle between forest and steppe; (iii) from 1238 till 
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475

 For a basic reading about Eurasianism vide: 

Dimitry Shlapentokh, Russia between East and West ï Scholarly Debates on Eurasianism (Leiden: 
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University Press, 2008). 
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University Press, 2008), 31. 
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1452 victory of steppe over forest; (iv) from 1452 till 1696 victory of forest over steppe; 

(v) from 1696 till now unification of forest and steppe. The connection between 

Geography and History appeals to the roots of geopolitical reasoning [cf. Section 1.2.3]. 

 Two of the most known names of Eurasianism were certainly Prince N. 

Trubetzkoy (1890-1938) and Petr Savitsky (1895-1968). 

 Trubetzkoy, in the line of non-Western approach
480

, criticized Peter the Great, 

Catherine the Great, and the 19
th
 century-Russian Intelligentsia, accusing all of them of 

structuring óthe artificial Russiaô
481
. Trubetzkoyôs preference fell on the Tatar influence 

that he identified as the vital element that shaped Russian character
482

. In fact, 

Trubetzkoy was totally persuaded about the importance of Genghis Khanôs impact for 

Russia, in both cultural and (geo)political terms
483

. The point was that, to him, 

geographically and anthropologically, Eurasia represented an integral unity. Neo-

Eurasianism would have continued directly in this line. 

 Petr Savitsky also agreed with those ideas. He created the notion of Russia as 

óspecific geographic worldô, based on the geographical homogeneity of the country 

(fauna, flora, etc.) together with the racial mixture within the peoples of Eurasia
484

. 

 

 Lev Gumilev (1912-1992) represented the link between classical Eurasianism 

and Neo-Eurasianism in chronological terms
485

. His ideas of (i) opposition between 

Russia and Europe; (ii) focus on Asian-Turkic peoples; (iii) determinism and 

darwinism; (iv) Eurasia as a ñtotalityò; (v) refusal of seeing Russia as extension of 

Kievan Rusô; (vi) refusal of the universality of humankind, gave continuation to the 

cores of classical Eurasianism.  

                                                 
480

 Martin A. Schwarz, óDa Gengis Khan allôideocrazia. La Visione Eurasiatica di Nicolaj Trubeckoj,ô last 

modified December, 2012, Eurasia, http://www.eurasia-rivista.org/da-gengis-khan-allideocrazia-la-

visione-eurasiatica-di-nicolaj-trubeckoj/18219/ 
481

 Nikolai Trubetzkoy, The Legacy of Genghis Khan and Other Essays on Russiaôs Identity (Ann Arbor: 

Michigan Slavic Materials, 1991), 231. 
482

 Therefore, he refused the idea that Russia was a continuation of Kievan Rusô ï Nikolai Trubetzkoy, 

The Legacy of Genghis Khan and Other Essays on Russiaôs Identity (Ann Arbor: Michigan Slavic 

Materials, 1991), 162. [cf. Section 4.2.3.]. 
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 Nikolai Trubetzkoy, The Legacy of Genghis Khan and Other Essays on Russiaôs Identity (Ann Arbor: 

Michigan Slavic Materials, 1991). 
484

 Marlène Laruelle, Russian Eurasianism - An ideology of Empire (Washington DC: John Hopkins 

University Press, 2008), 33-34. 
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 For a basic reading about Gumilev vide: Marlène Laruelle, Russian Eurasianism - An ideology of 

Empire (Washington DC: John Hopkins University Press, 2008), chapter 2. 

For further information vide: Lev Nikolaevich Gumilev, óScientific heritage of Dr. Lev N. Gumilev,ô last 

modified January, 2009, http://gumilevica.kulichki.net/English/ 
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Despite that, it is also true that Gumilev did not support all ideas of classical 

Eurasianism, since he focused on biological determinism, rather than on geography or 

territory strictly, also taking into account his condemnation of Islam.   

Between (i) the fact that Gumilev enjoys the highest respect, thus a little chance 

to be discussed, in Russia
486

, and (ii)  the fact of Neo-Eurasianist influence on Russian 

politics, vast effects of [Neo-]Eurasianist phenomenon in Russia (from philosophy and 

education to foreign policy conduct) may be deduced. If Gumilev paved the way to the 

Eurasianist influence into Russian politics, the idea that welds all that is certainly the 

idea of a great space as a single unit, an empire [ʀʤʧʝʨʠʷ]. That idea is transversal to 

the Eurasianist conception as a whole, i.e. it is also comprised by the foundations of 

Neo-Eurasianism as ideology. 

 At this point, it seems that the research provided an adequate resume of Russian 

historical elements. So, the study can move to the analysis of Neo-Eurasianism tout 

court. 
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Chapter 4  

Neo-Eurasianism: from dismissing History to adulatory ñGeopoliticsò? 
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[Dugin is] óthe óCyril and Methodiusô of fascism,  

since he brought Faith and knowledge about it 

 to our country from the West.ô
487

 

 

Eduard Limonov 

 

  

4.1. Aleksandr Dugin ï the head of Neo-Eurasianism 

 

If there has been a variety of ñNeo-Eurasianismsò
488

 why focusing exclusively in 

Aleksandr Dugin? For example, Aleksandr Panarin (1940-2003), Vitaly Y. Pashchenko 

or Fyodor Girenok were also thinkers on Neo-Eurasianism
489

. Nevertheless, only 

Aleksandr Dugin entered into politics. Since this thesis is about political power, the 

relevance of the other authors becomes blurred. Furthermore, entering into politics, 

Dugin managed to centralize Neo-Eurasianist ideology and mature it into a political 

party founded in 2002: the Eurasia Party.  

In order to better understand the path how Dugin became the leading figure of 

Neo-Eurasianim, a short biographical statement about Dugin is then necessary. 

 

Aleksandr Gelyevich Dugin was born on the 7
th
 January 1962. Descendant of 

three generation lineôs family of intelligence officers [KGB/GRU]
490

, Dugin began his 

career in public life as a Pamyat activist, an anti-semitic organization
491

. Maybe because 

of that activism, he was expelled from Moscow Aviation Institute in 1979
492

.  At that 

                                                 
487
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488
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Walter Laqueur, No End to War ï Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century (New York: Continuum, 2004), 

154. 
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 Some sources state the KGB and others the GRU, vide: 

Danielle Bleitrach, óQui est Alexandre Douguine?ô last modified August, 2014, VOXNR, 

http://www.voxnr.com/cc/d_douguine/EupApuFVlyCzkBzWNk.shtml  

Alexandre Douguine, Le proph¯te de lôeurasisme (Paris:Avatar, 2006), 11. 

Ganna Grebennikova, óHow to become Russiaôs leading neo-Eurasianist: the case of Alexandr Dugin,ô 

(Substantive Essay no. 2, University of Cambridge, n.d.), 6 

https://www.academia.edu/1539198/How_to_become_Russia_s_leading_neo-
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 Victor Yasmann, óRise of the Eurasians,ô last modified April 30, 2001, Radio Free Europe, 

http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1344707.html 
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time Dugin gave a short interview quoting Lenin, something that should call the 

attention for the strategic revolutionary mentality that would have accompanied him till 

today
493

 [cf. Section 9.2.3]. The compatibility between such revolutionary methods and 

goals, and Duginôs claim of his Christian Orthodox faith (old believer) is then to be 

measured [cf. Section 4.2.2.]. 

At late 80s Dugin was close to conservative and monarchist circles, but 

condemned ónostalgic monarchismô then; in fact, in the early 90s, he decided to 

approach the Communist Party of Russian Federation, after which he joined Eduard 

Limonovôs fascist National Bolshevik Party (NBP) till 1998
494

. While a member of 

NBP, Dugin ran in 1995 elections having received less than 1% of the votes
495

.   

It is also noteworthy to state that, for a long time, Dugin has been involved in 

mystic and esoteric groups. One of the individuals who had the greatest impact on the 

young Dugin was the Muslim azeri Geïdar Djemal
496

. 

In 1997, Dugin published his opus magnum in STRATEGY [cf. APPENDIX 2] and 

applied geopolitics: Foundations of Geopolitics - The Geopolitical Future of Russia
497

. 

According to Grebennikova, Dugin graduated in Economics and Management in 

1999, received his Ph.D. in 2000, and produced a postdoc thesis in 2004
498

. It is 

interesting to note that, while checking his personal website, it is possible to infer that 

Dugin has been the rector of the ñNew Universityò since 1998, consequently even 

before his graduation
499

. 

In 2000 Dugin approached Putin, and two years later Dugin created the Eurasia 

Party with the objective of giving full support to the new President of the Russian 

                                                 
493
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2000). 
498

 Ganna Grebennikova, óHow to become Russiaôs leading neo-Eurasianist: the case of Alexandr Dugin,ô 

(Substantive Essay no. 2, University of Cambridge, n.d.), 15 
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 Aleksandr Dugin, óʆ ʥʘʩ,ô last modified 2010, Dugin TV, http://dugin.tv/content/o-nas 
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Federation
500

. Dugin would have later, in 2003, transferred his attention to the 

International Eurasian Movement
501

. 

            In 2008, Dugin was appointed as a professor at Moscow State University
502

 and 

in 2009 he founded the ñCenter for Conservative Studiesò within the same 

University
503

. Until now, that was the top of his academic career. 

            For the past years, Dugin has been calling for war against Georgia, war against 

Ukraine, and supported the annexation of Crimea
504

. Because of his statements
505

, 

Dugin was eventually deprived of his academic chair and head of the Department of 

Sociology of International Relations at Moscow State University, in the sequence of a 

petition and through an administrative procedure
506

. 

           Since March 2015, Dugin has been included on the Specially Designated 

Nationals List of sanctions against Russian citizens framed in the Ukrainian conflict
507

. 

 

            The key and turning point in Duginôs life, as Shekhovtsov also noted, happened 

after his double failure at becoming a politician (NBP and Eurasia Party), when Dugin 

gave up that goal to follow Gramsciôs prescription of influencing the super-structure: 

culture and ideas
508

. Although óDugin is not the person who directly influences the 

                                                 
500

 Eurasia, óThe first cogress of Russia's Political Party çEurasiaè,ô last modified  May, 2002, Eurasia, 
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 Catherine A. Fitzpatrick, óRussia This Week: Dugin Dismissed from Moscow State University? (23-29 

June),ô The Interpreter, June 27, 2014, http://www.interpretermag.com/russia-this-week-what-will -be-
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507
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508

 Antonio Gramsci, Quaderni del carcere vol 1(Torino: Giulio Einaudi, 1977). Available online at: 
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decision-making process in Moscowô
509

, Duginôs spectrum and connections within 

Russian politics are real and strong. In fact, Dugin himself has shown that he perfectly 

understood the impact of the intellectualsô social group on power structures, while 

explaining the importance of Gramsciôs ideas on ɼʠckypc TV program 2012
510

.  

            At this point, it is pertinent to recapture what was mentioned above concerning 

the impact of Dugin/ Neo-Eurasianism on politics [cf. INTRODUCTION, State of the Art]: 

[Dugin] óéseems to exert real influence on certain 

military and political circles and part of the 

presidential administration.ô
511

  

 

            Duginôs positions in Russian political structures, among others, were/are: (1) 

adviser to Gennady Seleznev, the speaker of the State Duma from 1996 to 2003; (2) 

chairman of the Geopolitical Expertise Section of the Dumaôs Consultative National 

Security Council; (3) lecturer at the Military Academy of the General Staff; (4) his 

Foundations of Geopolitics is used as a textbook in many institutions of higher 

education, including the Academy of the General Staff; (5) Dugin has access to the 

Duma and has influence on Parliamentary groups
512

. Laruelle continued tracing Duginôs 

influence over
513

 (6) Vladimir Zhirinovsky (Liberal Democratic Party of Russia), 

Gennady Ziuganov (Communist Party), and Aleksandr Rutskoi (Social Democratic 

Party); (7) over acting military officers, influential military of the Academy of the 

General Staff; and (8) over General Igorô Rodionov, Minister of Defense (1996-1997). 

More information about Duginôs political connections, with an exhaustive list of names 

of politicians may be found elsewhere
514

. 

 Nevertheless, Laruelle insisted that: 
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 Nova Direita Cultural, óAlexander Dugin - Hegemonia cultural, Gramsci e Alain de Benoist,ô last 

modified January, 2013, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65vv20wtvsQ 

Gramsciôs strategy was also successfully applied in Brazil [cf. Chapter 8.]. 
511
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University Press, 2008), 11. 
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 Marlène Laruelle, Russian Eurasianism - An ideology of Empire (Washington DC: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2008), 11. 
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óit would be wrong to present Dugin as the 

ideological «guru» of the Putin regime, as some 

scholars and journalists have doneô
515

. 

 

On the other hand, Laruelle acknowledged that Dugin enjoys a óquasi-

monopolyô on Russian ideological debate
516

. 

Dugin published ï and he continues to do so ï a massive number of books. He 

overspread even a higher number of articles on the web, was editor and publisher of 

countless journals or magazines, he created or participated, or continues to do so, in 

radio and television programs and held or hold positions as professor at the University, 

at the Academy of the General Staff, and at the Institute for Strategic Research in 

Moscow.   

From all this, the conclusion: Dugin is influential on Russian politics
517

, and he 

endures as the Head of Neo-Eurasianist movement.  
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óComrade Lenin has taught us that in order  

to defeat our class enemy,  

who is strong, who has many means and reserves at his disposal,  

we must exploit every crack in his front  

and we must use every possible ally,  

even if he is uncertain, vacillating or provisional.ô
518

  

 

Antonio Gramsci 

 

 

 

4.2. ñEvrasian destinyò ï Neo-Eurasianism as a New World Order directive  

 

Having outlined the historical roots of Eurasianism and the two other 

conceptions of Russian history [cf. Chapter 3], the research will  now focus on Neo-

Eurasianism. 

What is Neo-Eurasianism exactly about? In fact, óNeo-Eurasianismô can be used 

with multiple endorsed meanings: (i) as ñRussian School of Geopoliticsò (based on the 

opposition Land vs. Sea, and on the idea of Russia as Tellurocracy); (ii) as ñFourth 

Political Theoryò (a óGlobal Revolutionary Allianceô ï óDissatisfied all over the world, 

unite!ô
519
); (iii) as ñTheory of the Multipolar Worldò (global trend against the óunipolar 

globalizationô
520
); (iv) as ñPhilosophyò (structural analysis/hermeneutical tool)

521
; and 

(v) as a totalitarian program of Government (configuration of the structures of the state, 

division (or concentration) of powers, economic and financial directives, social and 

religious aspects, etc.)
522

, among other less important meanings. 

From this point on, the profound complexity of the topic becomes evident. In 

order to analyze Neo-Eurasianism, i.e. to decompose it into smaller parts for better 

understanding, the strict classification and justification of why Neo-Eurasianism is seen 
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as an ideology should be immediately accomplished. It will help at the next research 

steps. 

 

 4.2.1. Characterization of Neo-Eurasianism as ideology 

 

As it was analyzed in the state-of-the-art [cf. INTRODUCTION], Neo-Eurasianism 

can be classified as ideology, in the technical definition of the concept [cf. APPENDIX 2, 

IDEOLOGY]. This inference is justified by the following reasons: (i) Neo-Eurasianism 

constitutes a set of ideas that aims to change the world directly favoring a ñstateò, i.e. 

Russian élites (normativism); (ii) Neo-Eurasianism dissimulates the reality hiding 

important elements for the understanding of political reality [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]; and 

(iii) the crucial ambition of Neo-Eurasianism is to gather the means of action to 

implement its ideas, in two words: to seize power. 

Besides, Dugin himself used the expression óEurasian ideologyéô
523

 countless 

times or called up his followers for action: óéplease join our Eurasian troopsô
524

 

leaving little space for doubts about this matter.  

These facts help in perceiving Duging as a political activist trying to shape 

politics, rather than a scientist. If that is so, Dugin can be seen as a sophist from the 

Aristotelian perspective. As to the Ancient Greek sophists, also to Dugin there is no 

essence of reality to be explored but only strategic objectives to be achieved. The way 

how to reach these objectives includes covering and mixing them with well established 

geopolitical concepts and theories, in a catch-hear list of symbolic and rhetoric 

connections that can impact the individual, persuading him and making him move to 

action.  

While being accused by Carvalho, his opponent in the mentioned academic 

debate, of being a ópolitical agentô, instead of a óscientific observerô
525

, Dugin called 

Marx in his defense, stating that óéideology [is] the implicit basis for the science as 
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2014), 37-38, 137, 163. Even in the newly created 4
th
 Political Theory that Dugin could have taken as a 

re-start on serious theoretical approach, Dugin insisted in ideology again ï Alexander Dugin, Putin vs 

Putin ï Vladimir Putin viewed from the Right (United Kingdom: Arktos, 2014), 283-285. 
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suchô, adding that ideological neutrality is impossible
526

. That is the same claim that 

states that all human actions are political engaged ï the Marxist ñpraxisò, which makes 

no sense from a scientific point of view.  

Nevertheless, later in the debate, Dugin contradicted himself, affirming that at 

Moscow State University ï when Dugin was still teaching there ï he lectured 

impartially, thus not imposing his views on his students. How so, if óneutrality is 

impossibleô? 

 

What is the ideological nature of Neo-Eurasianism?  

This question is worthy of another Ph.D. thesis. This research piece can only 

address the topic briefly since the answer is highly complex and the ideological nature 

of Neo-Eurasianism is not a priority for this study. The priority is rather simple: to 

classify Neo-Eurasianism as ideology to establish the incompatibility of Neo-

Eurasianism with the geopolitical approach in the terms it was characterized [cf. 

Subchapters 1.2 and 2.1].  

It seems that Laruelle correctly identified Neo-Eurasianism as an intellectual 

phenomenon attached to the fascist ideology
527

. However, the problem remains a priori 

to that perspective, since fascism is a left-wing phenomenon, not a right-wing one
528

. 

This problem continued in Umland, who has also been arguing that Dugin is a far-right 

extremist
529

. In truth, the idea of fascism as a ñright-wing ideologyò cannot survive a 

logical test
530

. 
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To keep the distance from the technical definition and classification, Dugin has 

been schematically talking about ópolitical theoriesô [sic], stating that fascism has 

disappeared as ideology
531

. On the other hand, Dugin has been mixing up conservatism 

with fascism
532

, something and that bogs the discussion ï also Millerman pointed that 

out, yet accusing researchers on Dugin of doing it
533

. Furthermore, Dugin stated: óSo we 

should strongly reject anticommunism as well as antifascismô
534

, what points out to the 

confirmation of H4 by connecting fascism and communism as two ideologies comprised 

by the Revolutionary Movement [cf. Subchapter 9.2.]. 

Still insisting on the classification of fascism as left-wing ideology, one pays 

attention to Duginôs socialist quotes: 

óLe prol®taire se r®veillera. Se rebellera. Tuera. Ni 

la police ni le faux socialistes ne pourront le 

retenir. Sa mission dans lôHistoire nôest pas 

finieô
535

 

óIn social politics, Eurasianism leans towards the 

Left, towards the socialist position. One can note 

Eurasianismôs kinship with socialismé I 

personally like socialisméô
536

 

 Although the complexities, incoherences, lack of unity cannot allow a strict 

identification of Duginôs ideology with socialism and/or fascism ï due to the mixture of 

                                                                                                                                               
These directives are obviously located in the extreme opposite side of the right-wing ideologies: e.g. 

transcendent order, conservatism, tradition and custom, limited state, social independent organization, 

individual freedom, private property, defense of religious and patriotic values against any radical 

transformation. Vide, among many other sources: Joseph de Maistre, íuvres (Paris: Robert Laffont, 

2007); Russell Kirk, The Conservative Mind: From Burke to Eliot (Washington: Regnery Publishing, 

2001); Roger Scruton, A Political Philosophy: Arguments for Conservatism (London: Continuum, 2006) 

and Roger Scruton, How to be a Conservative (London: Bloomsbury, 2014).  
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Douguine, Le proph¯te de lôeurasisme (Paris: Avatar, 2006), 216. 
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 Alexander Dugin, Putin vs Putin ï Vladimir Putin viewed from the Right (United Kingdom: Arktos, 
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orthodox religion, Islam, communism, imperialism, esoterism, etc. ï it is acceptable and 

plausible to locate Neo-Eurasianism as ideology on the leftist ideological domain.  

[Fourth Political Theory] óthe national-

bolshevism that represents the socialism without 

materialism, atheism, progressism [sic] and 

Modernism and the Third way theories without 

racism and nationalismô
537

. 

 

Once again, it is the purpose of seizing power that grants the unity to the Neo-

Eurasianist project, whereas the ideological unity remains on a secondary level of 

relevance. 

 

 

 4.2.2. Roots of Neo-Eurasianism 

  

As ideology (i.e. with the primary purpose of seizing and concentrating power), 

Neo-Eurasianism uses all the ideas that can help in such task, and by doing so, 

inevitably, intensifies the incoherence within its texts. 

To understand Neo-Eurasianism holistically, it is required to cover a huge 

bibliography divided into many spheres: (1) Slavophilism (Kireevsky, Khomiakov, 

Konstantin Aksakov and Ivan Aksakov, Danilevsky); (2) classical Eurasianism 

(Trubetzkoy, Savitsky, Gumilev); (3) the idea of ñmission of Russiaò ï these three 

aspects were already described for their pertinence in a geopolitical study [cf. Chapter 

3]; (4) Traditionalism (René Guénon (1886-1951)); (5) Marxism-Leninism (Marx, 

Lenin, Stalin, Gramsci); (6) neo-paganism disguised as ñChristianityò; (7) Islamism; (8) 

occultism and satanism; (9) ñGerman conservative revolutionò tied somehow with 

ñPrussian socialismò (Arthur Moeller van den Bruck (1876 ï 1925), Edgar Julius Jung 

(1894 ï1934), Hermann Rauschning (1887 ï 1982)); (10) geopolitical concepts and 

theories (Mackinder, Haushofer, Spykman, Huntington). Among other trends, all this 

comprises a broad, deep, complex system of connections that goes far beyond the 

monographic guideline of this thesis. This study aims to highlight only the geopolitical 

aspects, i.e. the phenomenon with direct consequences in terms of international politics, 

as the outlined delimitation of geopolitical studiesô field. 
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From all this massive amount of influences that Neo-Eurasianism received, what 

matters then for this thesis is what is directly connected to geopolitical studies: (i) the 

imperial tradition of Russia from the geohistorical point of view, regarding geopolitical 

factors #1, #2 and #6; (ii) the Orthodox Church and (iii ) the ñRevolutionò in terms of 

geopolitical factors #5 and #6 (the latter aspect will be revisited in Subchapter 9.2.); (iv) 

the misuse of geopolitical concepts and theories, mainly attached to geopolitical factors 

#1, #2, #3, #4 and #5 [cf. APPENDIX 3]. After this assignment, the study can proceed to 

how exactly Neo-Eurasianism intends to change the World Order [cf. Section 4.2.3]. 

 

i. Imperial tradition of Russia (ʀʤʧʝʨʠʷ) 

From the geohistorical point of view, this core has two main implications: (1) 

territorial, and (2) political. Firstly, territorial because, in this context, the idea of 

Empire carries the purpose of geographical extension and mixture of peoples
538

 (praise 

of Orthodox Slavic and Muslim Turkic peoples
539

). Secondly, political because it is 

linked to the traditional autocratic organization of power in Russia
540

 [cf. Chapter 3]. It 

seems needless to insist that both ideas fully inspire Neo-Eurasianism, which aspires to 

restore/keep them as strong as possible. 

Particularly in terms of territory, CIS countries, for example, are not considered 

by Neo-Eurasianism as sovereign states, since they are treated under the label of 

óinternal politicsô of Russia, i.e. the Eurasian Union
541

. Articulately, Neo-Eurasianism 

defends the existence of a unity of culture and a historical destiny shared by Russians 

and all peoples from post-soviet space, together with the glorification of national 

diversity yet with no chance of autonomy for the regions ï an appropriated perspective 

to sustain geographical extension and autocratic form of government
542

. 

The idea of ñmission of Russiaò is linked to the tradition of the Empire. From 

the heritage of the Eastern Roman Empire [cf. Subchapter 3.1. & the next subsection], 
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Neo-Eurasianism for its óWestern ideologyô.  
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to the creation of Multipolarity and destruction of the West, Neo-Eurasianism claims 

that Russia has a mission to fulfill
543

. That would constitute part of the ñuniqueness of 

Russiaò ï an idea yet difficult to support since regarding the influence of Theories and 

Philosophy, there is no ñuniqueness of Russiaò due to the fact that the ideas come 

mainly from the West, as pointed out above. With respect to crucial geopolitical 

concepts then, one cannot find anything produced by Russia. 

 That does not prevent Dugin from affirming that Eurasianists (Trubetzkoy, 

Savitsky and others) fought against óthe Westô
544

, a claim that would be hard to 

understand taking into account that those individuals chose, in fact, the West to live in, 

after Russia was taken over by the communists in 1917. 

Nevertheless, Dugin has been insisting on the distinctiveness of Russian 

civilization
545

, i.e. promoting cultural relativism, and even crossing dangerous borders: 

óWe are a divine nation. Even our Crime is 

incomparably superior to some otherôs virtue.ô
546

 

 

Once again: a key point is the absolute rejection of the West, i.e. the 

proclamation of an eternal incompatibility between Russia and the West, although the 

vast majority of Neo-Eurasianist ideas (as well as technology in Russia) are imported 

from the West.  

The relevance of influence from the south (LAGE) on Russian identity, and 

consequently on Neo-Eurasianism, is covered in the next subsection. 

 

ii. The Russian Orthodox Church  

Connecting the tradition of Imperial Russia (ʀʤʧʝʨʠʷ) to the history of the 

Orthodox Church and the notion of a ñheritage from the southò ï that means from 

Byzantium-Constantinople as the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire ï is the myth of 

the óThird Romeô
547

. Although this is a highly controversial topic (after all, why could 

not the capital of the Holy Roman Empire of the Germanic Nations have received the 

grace of being the Third Rome?), this myth continues, even today, to fuel the eastern 

custom of amalgamation of the political with the spiritual sphere, an amalgamation that 
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Neo-Eurasianism captures and twists for its purposes. In fact, Milhazes, a Portuguese 

journalist who is a specialist in Russian studies, has been talking about a fusion of 

Politics and the Orthodox Church in Russia, affirming that Patriarch Kirill is a hand of 

Putinôs politics
548

.  

While to Slavophiles [cf. Subchapter 3.1.], inspired by the ñheritage from the 

southò, the capital of Russia (Tzargrad) should be in Constantinople, as the singular 

Jewish prophecy also preached
549

, to Dugin the capital should be in Kazan instead, in 

line with classical Eurasianism and the direction towards the East
550

. However, in both 

cases of Slavophiles and (Neo-)Eurasianists there is the same inherent notion of a 

ñmission of Russiaò
551

. 

 This ñmission of Russiaò is a true core for Neo-Eurasianism. Using esoteric and 

metaphysical dimensions and references, Dugin has been proclaiming that Russia holds 

a mission in liberating peoples from the tyranny of the materialist West, promoting 

religious freedom
552

. The kind of ñChristianityò that Dugin defends will be analyzed 

right below.  

Before that, however, and due to his importance, Parvulesco ï who was a friend 

of Dugins and a strong collaborator on the Eurasian Project (he quoted Dugin repeatedly 

in his book to be skimmed below, and Dugin mentioned him several times in his 
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Years Ago, War Between Turkey and Russia Prophesied as Sign of Redemption,ô last modified 

November, 2015, Breaking Israel News, http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/54943/200-years-ago-war-
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 Alexander Dugin, óOshym Oshym,ô last modified May, 2016, Arctogaia, 
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 For a reading about how this notion influences Putinôs Russia vide Joseph Brean, óVladimir Putin's 

heroes: Russian president motivated by writers' messianic view of country's destiny,ô last modified 

March, 2014, National Post, http://news.nationalpost.com/news/putins-heroes 
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 The ñHoly Russiaò and the defense of Christian and family values. Vide: Cécile Vaissié, Les Reseaux 

du Kremlin en France (Paris: Les Petits Matins, 2016). 
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writings
553

) ï had also a word to say on the topic of ñmission of Russiaò. To Parvulesco 

ï who was aware of the matter of consecration of Russia to the Virgin Mary by the Pope 

with all the bishops
554

 as it was asked in Fatima in 1917 and later in Tuy ï the 

Eurasianist project represents already the Church of the End, the Kingdom of Mary
555

. 

Therefore, it can be inferred from Parvulescoôs pages that the consecration is already 

accomplished, something that does not correspond to the facts
556

. In this context, 

Parvulescoôs misguided viewpoint that consecration is indeed accomplished appeared 

later in the book, with the objective of justifying Russia as reborn, risen from the dead, a 

miracle, with a salvific mission
557

.   

Making a bridge between Neo-Eurasianist statements and current Russian 

politics, President Putin has been making use of these ideas as propaganda ï the 

successor of Byzatium and protector of Christendom
558

, together with allusions to 

Crimea as óorthodox landô in order to legitimize Crimeaôs annexation by his regime in 

2014
559

. Still, Putinôs behavior is extremely complex and could lead to another 

comprehensive research, taking into account that, besides óOrthodox countryô, Putin 

                                                 
553

 Dugin admitted a friendship relation with Parvulesco for example here: Alexander Dugin, Putin vs 

Putin ï Vladimir Putin viewed from the Right (United Kingdom: Arktos, 2014), 140; and devoted a full 

section of Foundations of Geopoliticsô chapter 5, Part 2, to Parvulesco. 
554

 Jean Parvulesco, Vladimir Poutine et lôEurasie (France: Les Amis de la Culture Européene, 2005), 

183-184. 
555

 Jean Parvulesco, Vladimir Poutine et lôEurasie (France: Les Amis de la Culture Européene, 2005), 

191-192. 
556

 About the request for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary vide: óText on the 

Request for the Consecration of Russiaô ï Irmã Lúcia, Memórias da Irmã Lúcia I (Fátima: Secretariado 

dos Pastorinhos, 2007), 195-196.  

The consecration of Russia is not accomplished yet, Catholic autorities have been insisting. Among other 
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Bro. Peter Dimond, O.S.B., óThe Whole Truth about the Consecration and Conversion of Russia and the 

impostor Sr. Lucy,ô last modified 2006,  Most Holy Family Monastery, 

http://www.mostholyfamilymonastery.com/catholicchurch/consecration-russia-fatima-

lucy/#.Vs7yqpwrLIU 

Father Paul Kramer, óThe Third Secret Predicts: World War III and Worse?ô last modified 2001, The 

Fatima Crusader, http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr82/cr82pg11.asp 

Fr. Jim Anderson, óThe Consecration of Russia and full Revelation of the 3rd part of the Secret of Fatima 

are not done,ô last modified March, 2013, Youtube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvUWG0h-0XY 

TheCRB, óExorcista Padre Gabriele faz revelações surpreendentes sobre as Aparições de Fátima,ô last 

modified May, 2015, Youtube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3NGXuRQank 
557

 Jean Parvulesco, Vladimir Poutine et lôEurasie (France: Les Amis de la Culture Européene, 2005), 

201. 
558

 Nina Khrushcheva, óPutinôs new óvalues pact,ô last modified March, 2014, Reuters, 

http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2014/03/26/putins-new-values-pact/ 
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 Pat Buchanan, óWhose Side Is God on Now?ô last modified April, 2014, Townhall, 
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also stated that Russia is a ósecular stateô ï while preparing the inauguration of a huge 

mosque in Moscow
560

 ï or even declared on another occasion: 

óWe support Islam and will continue to do soô
561

. 

  

Coming back to Neo-Eurasianism, it seems pertinent to dissect how Dugin looks 

at Christianity, in order to provide another empirical evidence for sustaining that Neo-

Eurasianism is an ideology de facto. 

Dugin illustrated: the Cross, together with the Sickle and the Hammer, óall 

crowned with the Eternal Swastikaô
562

. It is then legitimate to ask, what kind of 

Christianity joins the Communist symbol and a symbol used by the Nazis with the 

Cross of Jesus Christ. Dugin has been criticizing [Modern and] Post-modern West, but 

contradictory appeals to [post-]structuralism
563

, a stream that includes postmodernism. 

It is then legitimate to ask, what kind of Christianity can accept perspectives that 

completely refuse the ontological argument that the Reality was created by God. The 

conclusion is then inescapable: there can be no compatibility between Neo-Eurasianism 

and Christianity, i.e. the universal truth preached by the Christian doctrine. 

Insisting on the matter of Duginôs public defense of a false Christianity, one can 

quote some ideas from an Orthodox Church report on Dugin: (i) Dugin claims to be 

disciple of René Guénon, a converted to Islam, thus Dugin is much closer to islamist 

spheres than to the Orthodox Church; (ii) Duginôs ideas of the absolute and gnosticism 

are visibly neo-pagan ideas, especially, while arguing that óchristianization of Russia 

enforced the pre-Christian native faithô; (iii) Duginôs comments to Nicean Credo made 

him fall in heresy; (iv) Duginôs comments on the Holy Trinity made him a blasphemer; 

                                                 
560

 óRussia is a secular stateô - Putin affirmed while preparing the inauguration of Europeôs largest 

mosque, accompanied by Turkish President Erdogan and Palestinian Leader Abbas - EFE Moscou, óPutin 

convida Erdogan e Rohani para inaugura­«o da maior mesquita da Europa,ô last modified September, 

2015, Agencia EFE, http://www.efe.com/efe/brasil/mundo/putin-convida-erdogan-e-rohani-para-
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September, 2015, Breitbart London, http://www.breitbart.com/london/2015/09/23/putin-slams-islamic-

state-praises-great-global-religion-islam-opening-europes-largest-mosque/ 
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 Kremlin, óAnswers to journalistsô questions following the crash of a Russian military plane in Syria,ô 

last modified November, 2015, Kremlin, http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/50777 
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 Alexandre Douguine, Le proph¯te de lôeurasisme (Paris:Avatar, 2006), 147. 
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 Alexandr Dugin, ó[R3] Dugin,ô Giuliano Morais & Ricardo Almeidaôs Blog, April 24, 2011, 
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(v) Dugin dismissed Aleister Crowleyôs satanism; (vi) at the end the document 

concludes that Dugin ignores Orthodox true doctrine
564

. 

Hence, it is not surprising that Dugin even divided Christianity in óatlanticist 

Christianityô (Catholics, Protestants) and in óeurasian Christianityô (Orthodox). This 

perspective also demonstrated a total incapacity to understand the universal roots of 

Christianity. Furthermore, Dugin did the same to Islam: Eurasian shiits, sufists, Islamic 

traditionalists against the rest, the óatlantist Islamô
565

. Hence, the submission of religions 

to strategic goals. 

 Following the line of the text, one proceeds to analyze that, Neo-Eurasianist 

protection of conservative values is as fake as its protection of ñChristianityò. Therefore, 

the only two right-wing flags that Dugins has been lifting can both be assessed in the 

utilitarian sense merely, in the line of Gramsci (vide the subchapterôs epigraph). 

 

 iii.  Conservatism vs. Revolution 

The point in this subsection is to concisely expose Duginôs false conservatism ï 

that matches logically with the argument of Dugin as a proponent of ñfascismò (radical 

socialism). In this way, Dugin can be perceived as a revolutionary
566

. The relevance of 

this exercice for the whole thesis is justified by the fact that, not only the use of 

ñconservatismò helps Dugin in shaping an ideology that will have a catch-eye face for 

the conservatives, in order to stimulate them to eventually support Duginôs 

movement
567

; but above all, Duginôs revolutionary approach impacts directly on the 

geopolitical studiesô object, since Dugin presents a project with the goal of re-

structuring of all international chessboard [cf. next subsection & Section 4.2.3.]. 

In ideological terms, Neo-Eurasianism is also revolutionary because it offers a 

totalitarian plan, that means it comprises a full programme for the administrative system 

(federative), for demography (increase of óEurasian populationô), for education 

(indoctrination in Eurasianist principles), for information (total freedom of speech is 

                                                 
564
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223.html, and available with comments at: http://gumilevica.kulichki.net/matter/Article31.htm 
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 For example: Alexandre Douguine, Le prophète de lôeurasisme (Paris:Avatar, 2006), 39ff . 
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 A footnote [cf. Section 4.2.1] explained briefly the dualism and incompatibility between a 

revolutionary and a conservative.  
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 This strategy of gathering the support of conservatives has also being applied by President Putin, 

shaping the image of Russia as the ñdefendor of conservative valuesò ï Brian Whitmore, óVladimir Putin, 
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rejected), for the economy (socialism
568

), and of course, for the political system, which 

is above everything else, controls everything else. After analyzing all this, the promises 

of freedom for society, namely religious freedom (and Duginôs ñChristianityò was 

already dissected above), seem, again, completely fake.  

Besides, is is noteworthy to remind that National Bolshevism, which 

agglomerates the very foundations of Duginôs political proposals, is a revolutionary 

ideology too. 

In his book, mentioned in the Introduction [cf. state of the art], Sedgwick tried to 

include Neo-Eurasianism within a ótraditionalistô approach, in the sense of being 

óagainst the modernityô
569

. This exercise was, as skimmed, highly criticized by scholars. 

In fact, Dugin cannot be seen as a conservative, also because he admitted himself to be 

ópartly post-modernô
570

. Thus, it is difficult  to infer any compatibility between 

conservatism and postmodernism.  

Dugin correctly defined conservatism as óa positive attitude towards historical 

traditionô
571

. However, which traditions does he defend? If it is the ñrevolutionary 

traditionò [cf. Subchapter 9.2.] Neo-Eurasianism definitely cannot be regarded as a part 

of conservatism.  

Dugin has been insisting on the ñConservative Revolutionò
572

, but those terms 

compose a paradox since conservatism can never be revolutionary. In fact, that 

controversial label joins de facto socialists ï as Werner Sombart or Ernst Niekisch ï 

with anti-nazi conservative resistants ï as Ernst Jünger and Friedrich Hielscher, 

consequently, something that does not seem serious, at the least. So far, one has been 

verifying that confusing and contradictory ideas make part of Neo-Eurasianist 

dialectics.  
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For all the arguments presented until now, Millermanôs recent research on Dugin 

being a conservative can then be considered misguided
573

. 

 

As if this would not be enough, Dugin penetrated in the domains of esoterism, 

and mysticism
574

:  

óéabsolute revolt ï spiritual (traditionalist) and 

social (socialist)ô
575

 

The influence of René Guénon is the key topic here, but there is no space to 

analyze that matter in this study. 

What matters instead are the connections that Dugin elaborated between 

mysticism and his attempt of a ñgeopolitical approachò: 

óéour common victory over the Beast, american-

atlantist-liberal-globalist-capitalist-Post-Modern 

Beast.ô
576

 

A comparison between geopolitical concepts with principles in religion
577

 

(ósacred geographyô
578

 ï ósacred North, sacred South
579
ô), and the analysis of politics 

with mysticist tirades (óPutin: I renounce the Devilô
580

), are just some of the worse 

points to mention. This latter aspect received a major help from Parvulesco too 

(ótranscendental geopolitics,ô óVladimir Putin the predestinedô, even making analogies 

between Putin and Jesus Christ [Christos Pantokrator]
581

). 

Useless to say that these pieces of literature have toxic consequences, taking into 

account that they are obstacles to a thoughtful exercise for the delimitation of 

geopolitical studies as a scientific approach [cf. Subchapter 1.2.]. 
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 iv. (Mis)Using concepts of classical geopolitics 

The fourth and last root of Neo-Eurasianism ï and an essential one for this 

studyôs scope ï is the misuse of geopolitical concepts. This subsection will make a 

contribution to strengthening the argument of considering Neo-Eurasianism as ideology. 

In fact, Dugin claimed to be scientifically objective in his lectures at the University, but 

he dismissed the positivist approach and the scientific method as such
582

. Naturally this 

also affected the way Dugin dealt with geopolitical studiesô tools, as it will be 

demonstrated. 

Dugin traced the origin of the modern Russian school of geopolitics in the 

80s
583

, but the ñschoolò, i.e. Neo-Eurasianism ï with roots in óthe Slavophiles, 

Eurasianistséô among other mentioned influences ï was truly established only after 

1991
584

, that means after the collapse of the Soviet Union. In fact, it is believed that the 

simultaneity of these events was not a coincidence [cf. Sections 4.2.3 & 9.2.3]. 

In this way, it is not a coincidence either that Dugin compared the origins of 

Russian School of Geopolitics with German School of Geopolitics, both having 

appeared reacting on the power contractions of their states, politically engaged, and 

violating Aristotleôs dualism between the observer and the agent. Thus, from the very 

beginning, geopolitical studies are not understood by Dugin as a scientific approach.  

Although one of Duginôs geopolitical cores is that Russian geopolitics is 

impossible without the study of Russian society, of Russian government and of Russian 

territory
585

 (these are de facto geopolitical factors [cf. Section 1.2.3]), there is 

conflicting evidence, within the ideology, that all geopolitical concepts were imported 

from the West
586

, the same West that Dugin claims to resist against. Despite Dugin 

trying to link Neo-Eurasianism to classical Eurasianism as much as possible, the truth is 

that Neo-Eurasianism is more than anything else (in the Russian philosophical 

worldview) influenced by western ideas, with perhaps the exception of Petr Chaadaev 

[cf. subchapter 3.1.].  
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From the perspective of a scientific study, that does not constitute a problem 

since science has a universal methodology (that Dugin paradoxically denies). The 

problem lies, once again, onto the ideological and strategic commands that distort 

science.  

Summing up, Dugin has been using the following geopolitical concepts and 

ideas: (1) Heartland; (2) Thalassopolitics and Telluropolitics, i.e. a ñclash Sea vs. Landò 

(3) Pan-Regions and Civilizations. The study will  now go through those three subjects. 

 

1. Heartland  

Mackinderôs HEARTLAND concept [cf. APPENDIX 2] was comprised by a theory 

that formulated a clash between ñLandò on the one side, and the ñSeaò on the other
587

. 

Looking at history through the lens of geography, Mackinder divided Worldôs History 

into three epochs ï (i) Pre-Colombian, (ii) Colombian; and (iii) Post-Colombian
588

 ï 

and sustained that the óGeographical Pivot of Historyô or óPivot Areaô, later named 

óHeartlandô ï an area impossible to access from the sea ï is the core to understanding 

Worldôs power dynamics
589

.  

 

Map 1 

Mackinderôs Heartland
590
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(1904). 
588

 This epoch characterized by transcontinental transport (e.g. transiberian railway, U.S. railway 

network) that Mackinder wrongly predicted could overcome maritime transport. 
589

 Ecce Mackinderôs famous aphorism: 
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Dugin decided that these formulations could not stay parallel to Russian applied 

geopolitics. So Dugin stated that the milestone of Neo-Eurasianism is:  

óéto acknowledge the essence of Russian history 

in the tellurocracy. The Russia is the Heartland, so 

Geopolitics-2 is the Russian cause. Thus were laid 

the foundations of modern neo-Eurasianism.ô
591

  

Thus, Dugin established that Russia is the Heartland, Russia is a TELLUROCRACY 

[cf. APPENDIX 2], i.e. a óCivilization of Landô
592

.  

As Mackinder was a representative of that timesô sea power ï the British Empire 

ï worried with land power hegemony, Mackinder determined the necessity of creating a 

cordon sanitaire separating Germany from Russia, thus encouraging a proliferation of 

states from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. After World War I that proliferation of 

Eastern European states was achieved, appearing on the map as the mentioned buffer 

zone between communist Russia and Weimarôs Germany
593

. 

Needless to say, that Dugin had to take the prescriptions all away around since 

the ideological objectives are now Russianôs and not British. Still, Mackinder has never 

offered a plan for World domination, as Dugin has been doing, but Mackinder looked 

instead for containing a Land power of becoming a Sea power too
594

.  

While comparing this statement: 

óPour nous lôHeartland, la çTerre du Milieuè, côest 

le cîur de notre Empire, le centre de notre Grande 

Nation, le bloc continental Eurasiatique qui sô®tend 

de lôatlantique au pacifique.ô
595

 

and map 2 to the map 1, one infers that Duginôs ideological goals distorts Mackinderôs  

Heartland geographical limits, demonstrating the clear expansionist purposes of Neo-

Eurasianism. 
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Map 2 

Duginôs Heartland
596

 

 

 

 On this level, if Mackinder correctly identified the problematic Land powerôs 

objective, while constituting an extensive coastline, of becoming Sea power, ergo 

Russian GEOPOLITICAL CONTINUITY  of ñexpandingò in order to get access to warm seas 

is a problem to be analyzed. 

Castex devoted all Part V of this Tome V to the Russian struggle to get access to 

warm seas, identifying directions for that entreprise: Baltic Sea, Black Sea, through 

Persia, through India, and at the Far East
597

.  

 

Map 3 

Russian struggle for getting access to open Ocean 

 

Source: Castex, Tome V, Annexes 
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