Book Presentation and Review Assignment
Based on what you sign up for, you will be presenting orally on ONE book in this course. About this book (or another one of your choice), you are required to submit ONE individually written (your own) book review. 
Length: 3-5 pages double-spaced, 12 Times New Roman font.

Format: based on the usual book review format in scholarly journals – look at the book review section of any scholarly journal in the Humanities or Social Sciences. Examples: American Quarterly.
Book review due in hard copy (printed) in Prof. Toth’s mailbox at the American Studies Department in the Jinonice secretaries’ office (3103).
Questions that your oral book presentation and written review should address: 
- What scholarly tradition(s) does this book follow or fit into? Be specific in identifying the discipline or inter-discipline (How is it new, innovative – how is it breaking new ground, if in any way? In other words, what kind of ‘scholarly intervention’ does the book make?
- Which audiences will this book be useful? General audiences? Academic? Students? (Which ones: Undergraduate students – can it be used as a course textbook? Graduate students – should this book be assigned in a Masters-level course or not?) Scholars and researchers? What kind? (Remember: a sociologist may not be at all interested in a scholarly book on diplomatic history!) Be specific in defining the book’s audiences.
- Double check the book’s thesis. Does the book do what its thesis sets out to do? If yes, how does it do it? If not, how does it fall short?
- What is the book’s methodology? (such as the close reading of archival documents or literary texts, participant observation, ethnographic description or interview, critical analysis of visual texts, live or recorded performances, etc.) Does its approach suit its topic? Is its pairing of approach and topic new in any way?

- What sources does the book work with? (such as archival documents, literary texts, ethnographic observation, personal interviews, visual texts, live or recorded performances, etc.)

- What are the book’s strengths? How are they contributing to the larger trends of scholarship? Be specific.
- What are the book’s weaknesses? Does it have any major inaccuracies or oversights? How are these weaknesses defensible, if at all? 

- Conclude with your overall assessment of the book.
