Guidelines about the formal requirements of the Master Thesis Preliminary Draft

Vladimír Benáček, 10 October 2013
The successful defence of your Master Thesis Preliminary Draft will conclude your activities in the MT Seminar. It will require to satisfy the following conditions:

1]  Have the MT Proposal approved, i.e. the Proposal should be personally presented in the seminar, it should satisfy the criteria outlined in the Proposal Form (including the recommendations for a correct writing of scientific papers by T. Havranek - see our web) and formally it must be spick-&-span: well organised without signs of sloppy work and with citations and references in line with the Harvard Style (see our web).

2] Each participant must work out and present at least two peer reviews, which should again be consistent with requirements. Please download the Peer Review Form and follow its contents.
3] Deliver the MT Preliminary Draft in time. It should be sent to both peer reviewers with cc: benacekv@fsv.cuni.cz, sticking to required deadline.

4] Each participant must defend his/her MT Preliminary Draft and receive an approval from the supervisor that it was successfully completed.

Formal requirements of the MT Preliminary Draft


The Draft should consist of two parts:

a] The approved MT Proposal  in the forefront. It should be densely spaced and with meticulously worked out structure of Contents of the expected full thesis. Those parts of the Contents which form the body of the Draft should be marked in bold.
b] The body of the Draft (commencing from a new page where its numbering starts from 1).

Expect that the body of the Draft will cover minimally 15 pages of full text (without references, tables or supplements) subject to the following formats: 1.5 spaced, fonts Times Roman 12, margins 2.5 cm; and without large empty spaces. The length of the text for defence should be minimally 38000 characters (without the MT Proposal, data in supplements and references). 

The draft should prove that its author is able to work with scientific topics (i.e. he/she knows how to present Hypotheses and how to work with Methodology), draw from the world literature and quote external references in a correct (prescribed) way. It must be consistent with the guidelines outlined in the MT Proposal and incorporate into the text recommendations from the seminars. You can present any part of your future thesis but care that you present at least some signs of your creativity. Mere review of literature will not prove it sufficiently.
Layout: The Draft must contain a single Leading Page which includes: the caption of Charles Univ., FSV and IEPS, title in bold, author's name, supervisor's name, date, abstract with maximally 150 words pointing to your main achievements and three declarations: 
i] "The author declares that this MT draft is free from any sort of plagiarism". 
ii] "This MT draft contains xxxx characters" (excluding the MT proposal, data in supplements and references).
iii] "I assess that my own ideas contribute by approximately xx % to the presented text." (This can be a rough informal estimate / i.e. deduct from the text all references, citations and reviews of someone else's ideas, and estimate the share which remained/. If xx% is less than 50%, please re-write the Draft.)
The style and the layout of Master Thesis can be reviewed on http://knihovna.fsv.cuni.cz/Kvalifikacni-prace/ or directly in the library where there are deposited already defended theses.
