PART TWO

Revolution and the Birth of a
Nation, 1760—1820

INTRODUCTION: THE REPUBLIC TAKES SHAPE

The history of the seventeenth century is a history of settlement, diversification,
expansion, and conflict, the impact of which led to unanticipated repercussions
by the eighteenth century. As English settlers expanded farther into what they
saw as a wilderness, there were increasing and deadly confrontations between
them and the native peoples who encountered them. But clashes also intensified
between the nations that were struggling for control of the North American
continent. Conflicts between the French and the British were contested on both
sides of the Atlantic, and because of their global context, these wars, in a sense,
can be viewed as the first world wars. In the 1690s, King William’s War (War of
the League of Augsburg in Europe) was a struggle between the British and
, French. From 1702 to 1713, Queen Anne’s War (War of the Spanish Succession
,_ in Europe, where the French were allied with the Spanish) was fought; in the
,“ colonies, it was simply a continuation of the previous conflict between the
English and French for control of the Hudson River, Acadia, and New
Brunswick. The struggle resumed in the 1740s as King George’s War (War of the
Austrian Succession in Europe, where the Prussians joined with the British, and
the Austrians and Spanish with the French). In the 1750s, deeply entrenched
tensions were further exacerbated when the French began to expand into the
Ohio River valley and built Fort Duquesne at the confluence of the Mononga-
hela and Allegheny rivers. In 1754, the young Virginia militia captain, George
Washington, was sent to dislodge the French from this fort. The resulting skir-
mish, leading to Washington’s hasty retreat, marked the outbreak of the French
and Indian War (Seven Years’ War in Europe). This war was truly a world war,
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and when the Peace of Paris was finally signed in 1763, the world had changed
irrevocably. France relinquished all its possessions in continental North Amer-
ica; Britain had emerged as the most powerful nation in Europe, with its empire
extending from North America to India; and the throne of England was occu-
pied by the first English-speaking Hanoverian, ourlast king, George III.

During this volatile period, the writings of John Locke, David Hume,
Montesquieu, Voltaire, and other Enlightenment philosophers were spreading
rapidly through the Western world. In the American colonies, educated people
increasingly discussed the notions of natural rights and the nature of govern-
ment. Locke’s ideas especially found fertile soil in a society that had begun to
think of the government in London after the Glorious Revolution as a distant
and negligent institution out of touch with its colonial subjects. But it was at the
end of the French and Indian War, as Parliament and the new king, in an effort
to recoup the costs of the war and reestablish London’s control over the Ameri-
can colonies, that these ideas about the nature of freedom and equality took
hold in a way that was simply unimaginable to British subjects at midcentury.

The colonists’ protests against the new taxes imposed by Parliament led, in
little more than a decade, directly to the American Revolution. The Sons of
Liberty, Committees of Correspondence, the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea
Party, and the Intolerable Acts had their impact on the eventual separation of
the colonies from the mother country. Loyalists, on the other hand, facing
increasing discrimination and violence against themselves and their property,
raised their voices in defense of the Crown. The words liberty and equality were
so bandied about, so popularized, and so contagious that even groups to whom
the words had never been applied also began to yearn for their attainment,
When southern planters resisted the “slavery” they believed Parliament was
trying to impose on them, their bondsmen were inspired to hope that freedom
from tyranny might belong to them, too. Even before Jefferson wrote “all men
are created equal,” many women had begun to question their subordination.

When the Revolution ended, although slavery was abolished in several north-
ern states and women’s educational opportunities expanded, little else was accom-
plished for women and poor white men, and nothing at all for slaves in the South.
And as far as the Indian people were concerned, the impact of the Revolution was
devastating. No longer were the English a force to slow down the westward expan-
sion of the settlers, nor were the French and Spanish available as allies. The Ameri-
can Revolution might rightfully be regarded as phase one of an uncompleted
revolution. The subsequent history of the United States has arguably been the
gradual (and often violently disputed) unfolding of the Jeffersonian concept, so
that today it encompasses far more people than it did in 1776, Although equality is
central to the American canon, in reality we are still struggling to defend that prin-
ciple. The Revolution is an ongoing process that has still not come to fruition.

Even as the American nation took shape in the ensuing decades, many people
and groups dissented against the authority of the new powers that be. Women
arguing for their rights, Quakers like Anthony Benezet and John Woolman as
well as countless slaves demanding abolition, free blacks protesting racism and
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segregation in the north, Indians petitioning the government for fair treatment,
the Shaysite rebellion against the taxes imposed by the Massachusetts legislature,
Anti-Federalists deeply distrustful of a strong central government, farmers in
western Pennsylvania denouncing the excise tax, Republicans condemning the
Alien and Sedition Acts, New Englanders and pro-British Federalists vehemently
protesting the U.S. entry into the War of 1812, Philadelphia blacks protesting the
underlying racism of the American Colonization Society’s strategy of emancipat-
ing the slaves and sending them back to Africa—all were dissenting voices raised
during this critical era in American history.

John Woolman (1720—1772)

John Woolman lived his Quaker ideals to the fullest. He believed that all
living beings were interconnected, that there was divinity in all, and that it
was necessary for all people to be aware of this connection. “I was convinced
in my mind,” he wrote in his Journal, “that true religion consisted in an
inward life, wherein the heart doth love and reverence God the Creator, and
learns to exercise true justice and goodness, not only toward all men, but
also toward the brute creatures.” Such a philosophy convinced him that
slavery was wrong, and during his brief life he was not afraid to express this
view even to his fellow Quakers, many of whom owned slaves, As he went
about the country, he never let up in arguing against slavery, both in
speeches and in print. Eventually his influence led the Society of Friends in
Philadelphia to deny membership to anyone who owned slaves,

The following excerpts are from “Considerations on Keeping Negroes,
Part Second,” one of the several essays he wrote on the subject. Much of the
essay is a demolition of the biblical argument slaveholders used to defend
slavery: God’s curse on Ham and his descendants and the familiar injunction
that servants should obey their masters. (For a longer version of this essay see
the full edition of Dissent in America: The Voices That Shaped a Nation. )

e
ConsiperaTions on Keering NEGroks,
ParT SEconDp,” 1762
As some in most religious Societies amongst the English are concerned in

importing or purchasing the inhabitants of Africa as slaves, and as the profes-
sors of Christianity of several other nations do the like, the circumstances

Source: Phillips P. Moulton, ed., The Journal and Major Essays of John Woolman (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1971), 211-237 passim.




tend to make people less apt to examine the practice so closely as they would
if such a thing had not been, but was low proposed to be entered upon. It is,
however, our duty and what concerns us _.:&SQEE% as creatures account-
able to our Creator, to employ rightly the understanding which he hath given
us in humbly endevouring to be aquainted with his will concerning us and
with the nature and tendency of those things which we practice. For as justice
remains to be justice, so many people of reputation in the world joining with
wrong things do not excuse others in joining with them nor make the conse-
quence of their proceedings less dreadful in the final issue than it would be
otherwise.

It looks to me that the slave trade was founded and hath generally been
carried on in a wrong spirit, that the effects of jt are detrimental to the real pros-
perity of our country, and will be more 50 except we cease from the common
motives of keeping them and treat them in future agreeable to Truth and pure
justice.

Negroes may be imported who, for their cruelty to their countrymen and
the evil disposition of their minds, may be unfit at liberty; and if we, as lovers
of righteousness, undertake the management of them, we should have a full
and clear knowledge of their crimes and those circumstances which might
oOperate in their favor; but the difficulty of obtaining this is so great that we
have great reason to be cautious therein. But should it plainly appear that
absolute subjection were a condition the most proper for the person who is
purchased, yet the innocent children ought not to be made slaves because their
parents sinned.

Placing on men the ignominious title SLAVE, dressing them in uncomely
garments, keeping them to servile labour in which they are often dirty tends
gradually to fix a notion in the mind that they are a sort of people below us in
hature, and leads us to consider them as such in all our conclusions about
them. And, moreover, a person which in our esteem is mean and con-
temptible, if their language or behavior toward us is unseemly or disrespect-
ful, it excites wrath more powerfully than the like conduct in one we
accounted our equal or superior, and where this happens to be the case it dis-
qualifies for candid judgement; for it is unfit for a person to sit as judge in a
case where his own personal resentments are stirred up, and as members of
society in a well-framed government we are mutually dependent. Present
interest incites to duty and makes each man attentive to the convenience of
others; but he whose wants are supplied without feeling any obligation to
make equal returns to his benefactor, his irregular appetites find as open field
for motion, and he is in danger of growing hard and inattentive to their con-
venience who labour for his support, and so loses that disposition in which
alone men are fit to govern.

The English government hath been commended by candid foreigners for
the disuse of racks and tortures, so much practiced in some states; but this mul-
tiplying slaves now leads to it. For where people exact hard labour of others
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without a suitable reward and are resolved to continue in that way, severity to
such who oppose them becomes the consequence; and mmwmwm_ .me_,c .D.mb:mwm
among the English in America have been executed in a lingering, painful way,
very terrifying to others. .

It is 2 happy case to set out right and persevere in the same way. .>
wrong beginning leads into many difficulties, for to support one evil,
another becomes customary. Two produces more, and the further men pro-
ceed in this way the greater their dangers, their doubts and fears, and the
more painful and perplexing are their circumstances, so that such s&o.mnm
true friends to the real and lasting interest of our country and candidly
consider the tendency of things cannot but feel some concern on this
account. . , .

Seed sown with the tears of a confined oppressed people, harvest cut
down by an overborne discontented reaper, makes bread less sweet to the
taste of an honest man, than that which is the produce or just reward of
such voluntary action which is one proper part of the business of human
creatures. . . . .

He who reverently observes that goodness manifested by our gracious
Creator toward the various species of beings in this world, will see that in our
frame and constitution is clearly shown that innocent men capable to manage
for themselves were not intended to be slaves. . . .

Through the force of long custom it appears needful to speak in _.m_wmo: to
colour. Suppose a white child born of parents of the meanest sort who %ma.msa
left him an infant falls into the hands of a person who endeavours to keep him a
slave. Some men would account him an unjust man in doing so, who yet appear
easy while many black people of honest lives and good abilities are m:.&m.éa ina
manner more shocking than the case here supposed. This is owing .Q:mmw to ..%m
idea of slavery being connected with the black colour and liberty with the white.
And where false ideas are twisted into our minds, it is with difficulty we get
fairly disentangled. . . . B

Negroes are our fellow creatures and their present .non%zo: amongst us
requires our serious consideration. We know not the time when :.uomn. scales
in which mountains are weighed may turn. The parent of mankind is gra-
cious. His care is over his smallest creatures, and a multitude of men escape
not his notice; and though many of them are trodden down and despised, yet
he remembers them. He seeth their affliction and looketh upon the spread-
ing, increasing exaltation of the oppressor. He turns the channels of power,

humbles the most haughty people, and gives deliverance to the oppressed at
such periods as are consistent with his infinite justice m:m. goodness. And
wherever gain is preferred to equity and wrong things ﬁc_&.a? encouraged,
to that degree that wickedness takes root and spreads wide amongst the
inhabitants of a country, there is real cause for sorrow to all such whose love
to mankind stands on a true principle and wisely consider the end and event

of things.
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John Killbuck (17597—1811)

After the French and Indian War, the British, in an effort to prevent war
\QE breaking out again, issued the Proclamation Line of 1763. This
line followed the crest of the Appalachian Mountains dividing the
colonies on the east from Indian territory on the west. If the colonists, it
s\am.wmamc:m& were prevented from trespassing on and taking over
Indian lands, peace would be stabilized, and England would then not
have to defend the colonists in another costly war. However, the
wxo&a&a:.o: Line did nothing to impede the continual westward
expansion of the colonists. In 1768, the Fort Stanwix Treaty shifted the
line farther west to the bank of the Ohio River. In 1771, chiefs from
several tribes met with the governors of Virginia, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania, and one of the Delaware chieftains, Gelelemend, also
»:o.s\: as John Killbuck, gave the following speech in which he expressed
%Sw deep alarm at white encroachment, Once again, we see that
Native Americans have learned enough about European institutions

that they appeal to the governors to use their authority and implement
the laws governing the settlers.

SpEECH TO THE GOVERNORS OF PENNSYIVANIA,
MarvLanD, anD Vircinia, DecEmBER 4., 1771

Brethren, in former times our forefathers and yours lived in great friendshi

together and often met to strengthen the chain of their friendship. As wo:w
people grew numerous we made room for them and came over the Great
Mountains to Ohio. And some time ago when you were at war with the French
your soldiers came into this country, drove the French away and built forts
Soon after a number of your people came over the Great Mountains and mmamm
on our lands. We complained of their encroachments into our country, and

brethren, you either could not or would not remove them. As we &M_ nom
nrmowa to have any disputes with our brethren, the English, we agreed to make
a line and the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix three years ago sold the King all the
lands on the east side of the Ohio down to the Cherokee River, which lands
were the property of our confederacy, and gave a deed to Sir William Johnson
as he desired. Since that time great numbers more of your people have come

Source: Public Record Office, C.O. 5/90:5; also Library of Congress transcript; reprinted
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over the Great Mountains and settled throughout this country. And we are
sorry to tell you that several quarrels have happened between your people and
ours, in which people have been killed on both sides, and that we now see the
nations round us and your people ready to embroil in a quarrel, which gives
our nation great concern, as we on our parts want to live in friendship with
you, as you have always told us you have laws to govern your people by (but we
do not see that you have). Therefore, brethren, unless you can fall upon some
method of governing your people who live between the Great Mountains and
the Ohio River and who are now very numerous, it will be out of the Indians’
power to govern their young men, for we assure you the black clouds begin to
gather fast in this country. And if something is not soon done those clouds will
deprive us of seeing the sun. We desire you to give the greatest attention to
what we now tell you as it comes from our hearts and a desire we have to live in
peace and friendship with our brethren the English. And therefore it grieves us
to see some of the nations about us and your people ready to strike each other.
We find your people are very fond of our rich land. We see them quarrelling
every day about land and burning one another’s houses. So that we do not
know how soon they may come over the River Ohio and drive us from our vil-
lages, nor do we see you brethren take any care to stop them. It’s now several
years since we have met together in council, which all nations are surprised
and concerned at. What is the reason you kindled a fire at Ohio for us to meet
you (which we did and talked friendly together) that you have let your fire
go out for some years past? This makes all nations jealous about us as we also
frequently hear of our brethren the English meeting with Cherokees and with
the Six Nations to strengthen their friendship, which gives us cause to think
you are forming some bad designs against us who live between the Ohio
and Lakes. I have now told you everything that is in my heart and desire you
will write what I have said and send it to the Great King. A belt. Killbuck,

speaker.

Samuel Adams (1722—1803)

Samuel Adams, a failure at almost every business venture he ever
attempted, was elected to the Massachusetts General Court in 1765, and
from this point on he became one of the boldest of the political propagan-
dists opposing Parliament’s colonial policies during the decade leading up
to the American Revolution. He was a member of the Sons of Liberty and
organized Committees of Correspondence to disseminate news of British
“atrocities” like the Boston Massacre throughout all 13 colonies. Though
the British soldiers who fired on the unruly mob in March 1770 were
acting in self-defense, Adams spread news throughout the land that it was
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an unprovoked massacre. Two vears later, Samuel Adams issued a report

of %m.ﬁaﬁimwﬁm@ of Correspondence enumerating the rights of the
colonists.

Tue Ricuts oF THE Coronists— TuE REPORT
ofF THE CoMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENGE TO THE
Boston Town Meeting, NoveEmBER 20, 17902

... '""NATURAL RIGHTS OF THE COLONISTS AS MEN

Among mﬁ. natural rights of the Colonists are these: First, a right to Life; Sec-
ondly, to Liberty; Thirdly, to Property; together with the right to mchoL and
n_mwmmm% 92:. in the best manner they can. These are evident branches of, rather
_ﬁm M:Om MMM”MEm from, the duty of self-preservation, commonly called the first
. All men have a right to remain in a state of nature as long as they please; and
in case of intolerable oppression, civil or religious, to leave the societ _5
belong to, and enter into another. , Y

. When men enter into society, it is by voluntary consent; and they have a
:mE. to demand and insist upon the performance of such conditions and previ-
ous limitations as form an equitable original compact. '

Every natural right not expressly given up, or, from the nature of a social
compact, necessarily ceded, remains.

All positive and civil laws should conform, as far as possible, to the law of
natural reason and equity. ,

. .>m neither reason requires nor religion permits the contrary, every man liv-
ing in or out of a state of civil society has a right peaceably and quietly to wor-
mr%hOom according to the dictates of his conscience.

Tust mwn_ true liberty, equal and impartial liberty,” in matters spiritual and
.ﬁEvoBr is a thing that all men are clearly entitled to by the eternal and
immutable laws of God and nature, as well as by the law of nations and all
well-grounded municipal laws, which must have their foundation
- undation in the

In «mmmﬁm to religion, mutual toleration in the different professions
thereof is what all good and candid minds in all ages have ever practised, and
both by precept and example, inculcated on mankind. And it is now mms“mumz ;
m.mﬁmma among Christians that this spirit of toleration, in the fullest extent nosu.\
sistent with the being of civil society, is the chief characteristical mark of the
O.r.:anr. Insomuch that Mr. Locke has asserted and proved, beyond the possi-
bility of contradiction on any solid ground, that such toleration o:m:ﬁwﬁo be

wo U w_o E: Harry Alonzo Cushing, ed., The Writings of Samuel Adams (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
ons, 1906), vol. I1, 350-359. Some punctuation and capitalization have been modernized.
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extended to all whose doctrines are not subversive of society. The only sects
which he thinks ought to be, and which by all wise laws are excluded from
such toleration, are those who teach doctrines subversive of the civil govern-
ment under which they live. The Roman Catholics or Papists are excluded by
reason of such doctrines as these, that princes excommunicated may be
deposed, and those that they call heretics may be destroyed without mercy;
besides their recognizing the Pope in so absolute a manner, in subversion of
government, by introducing, as far as possible into the states under whose
protection they enjoy life, liberty, and property, that solecism in politics,
imperium in imperio, leading directly to the worst anarchy and confusion,
civil discord, war, and bloodshed.

The natural liberty of man, by entering into society, is abridged or res-
trained, so far only as is necessary for the great end of society, the best good of
the whole.

In the state of nature every man is, under God, judge and sole judge of
his own rights and of the injuries done him. By entering into society he
agrees to an arbiter or indifferent judge between him and his neighbors; but
he no more renounces his original right than by taking a cause out of the
ordinary course of law, and leaving the decision to referees or indifferent
arbitrators. In the last case, he must pay the referees for time and trouble. He
should also be willing to pay his just quota for the support of government,
the law, and the constitution; the end of which is to furnish indifferent and
impartial judges in all cases that may happen, whether civil, ecclesiastical,
marine, or military.

“The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth,
and not to be under the will or legislative authority of man, but only to have the
law of nature for his rule.”

In the state of nature men may, as the patriarchs did, employ hired ser-
vants for the defence of their lives, liberties, and property; and they should
pay them reasonable wages. Government was instituted for the purposes of
common defence, and those who hold the reins of government have an equi-
table, natural right to an honorable support from the same principle that

“the laborer is worthy of his hire.” But then the same community which they
serve ought to be the assessors of their pay. Governors have no right to seek
and take what they please; by this, instead of being content with the station
assigned them, that of honorable servants of the society, they would soon
become absolute masters, despots, and tyrants. Hence, as a private man has a
right to say what wages he will give in his private affairs, so has a community
to determine what they will give and grant of their substance for the adminis-
tration of public affairs. And, in both cases, more are ready to offer their
service at the proposed and stipulated price than are able and willing to per-
form their duty.

In short, it is the greatest absurdity to suppose it in the power of one, or any

number of men, at the entering into society, to renounce their essential natural
rights, or the means of preserving those rights; when the grand end of civil
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government, from the very nature of its institution, is for the support, protection,
and defence of those very rights; the principal of which, as is before observed, are
Life, Liberty, and Property. If men, through fear, fraud, or mistake, should in
terms renounce or give up any essential natural right, the eternal law of reason
and the grand end of society would absolutely vacate such renunciation, The right
to freedom being the gift of God Almighty, it is not in the power of man to alien-
ate this gift and voluntarily become a slave. . .

3" THE RIGHTS OF THE COLONISTS AS SUBJECTS

A commonwealth or state is a body politic, or civil society of men, united
together to promote their mutual safety and prosperity by means of their union.

The absolute rights of Englishmen and all freemen, in or out of civil society,
are principally personal security, personal liberty, and private property.

All persons born in the British American Colonies are, by the laws of God
and nature and by the common law of England, exclusive of all charters from
the Crown, well entitled, and by acts of the British Parliament are declared to be
entitled, to all the natural, essential, inherent, and inseparable rights, liberties,
and privileges of subjects born in Great Britain or within the realm. Among
those rights are the following, which no man, or body of men, consistently with
their own rights as men and citizens, or members of soclety, can for themselves
give up or take away from others,

First,“The first fundamental, positive law of all common wealths or states is the
establishing the legislative power. As the first fundamental natural law, also, which
is to govern even the legislative power itself, is the preservation of the society.”

Secondly, The Legislative has no right to absolute, arbitrary power over the
lives and fortunes of the people; nor can mortals assume a prerogative not only
too high for men, but for angels, and therefore reserved for the exercise of the
Deity alone.

“The Legislative cannot justly assume to itself a power to rule by extempore
arbitrary decrees; but it is bound to see that justice is dispensed, and that the
rights of the subjects be decided by promulgated, standing, and known laws,
and authorized independent judges”; that is, independent, as far as possible, of
Prince and people. “There should be one rule of justice for rich and poor, for the
favorite at court, and the countryman at the plough.”

Thirdly, The supreme power cannot justly take from any man any part of
his property, without his consent in person or by his representative.

These are some of the first principles of natural law and justice, and the great
barriers of all free states and of the British Constitution in particular. It is utterly
irreconcilable to these principles and to many other fundamental maxims of the
common law, common sense, and reason that a British House of Commons should
have a right at pleasure to give and grant the property of the Colonists, (That the
Colonists are well entitled to all the essential rights, liberties, and privileges of men
and freemen born in Britain is manifest not only from the Colony charters in
general, but acts of the British Parliament.). . .. The Colonists have been branded

REVOLUTIONARY WOMEN 49

with the odious names of traitors and rebels only for SEEmBEm of their griev-
ances. How long such treatment will or ought to be borne, is submitted.

Revolutionary Women

Women in the period before the Revolution were often just as forceful
as men in their protests against London’s policies. In 1768, Hannah
Griffiths published a poem in which she bé&&.imm that women were
ready to boycott British goods and wear only clothing .:,Emm out of
American homespun cloth to protest the taxes that m:z.m: prime
ministers George Grenville and Charles Townshend levied on sugar,
tea, paint, and glass.

A few years later, after the December 1773 Boston Tea Party,
Parliament passed the Coercive Acts (dubbed the Intolerable Acts by the
colonists), which, amoeng other penalties, closed the port of Boston. .
Response was swift and vocal. Around the colonies, people showed %Sw.
solidarity with Boston through demonstrations and protests. Once again,
women were not shy about making their dissenting voices heard. In
Edenton, North Carolina, in October 1774, 51 women signed a pledge not
to drink tea or wear English-made clothing: “We, the H.kn.&wm of Edenton,
do hereby solemnly engage not to conform to xﬂ.m Pernicious Custom of
Drinking Tea” and “We, the aforesaid Ladys _.S: not promote ye wear of
any manufacturer from England until such time that all acts which tend
to enslave our Native country shall be repealed.”

Hannau GrirrrTas, Porem, 1768

THE FEMALE PATRIOTS. ADDRESS’D TO THE DAUGHTERS
OF LIBERTY IN AMERICA. BY THE SAME, 1768

Sinice the Men from a Party, or fear of a Frown,
Are kept by a Sugar-Plumb, quietly down.
Supinely asleep, & depriv'd of their Sight o
Are strip’d of their Freedom, & rob'd of Hrm:.xﬁwrﬁ
If the Sons (so degenerate) the Blessing despise,
Let the Daugthers of Liberty, nobly arise,

Source: Catherine La Courreye Blecki and Karin A. Wulf, eds. Milcah Martha 38:&
Book, A Commonplace Book from Revolutionary America, (University Park: Pennsylvania State
University Press, 1997), 172—-173.
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show your fair countrywomen how zealously and faithfully American ladies fol-
low the laudable example of their husbands, and what opposition your matchless
ministers may expect to receive from a people, thus firmly united against them:

And tho’ we've no Voice, but a negative here,
The use of the Taxables, let us forebear,

(Then Merchants import till yr. Stores are all full
May the Buyers be few ¢ yr. Traffick be dull.)
Stand firmly resolved & bid Grenville to see
That rather than Freedom, we’ll part with our Tea
And well as we love the dear Draught when a dry,
As American Patriots—our Taste we deny, v
Sylvania’s, gay Meadows, can richly afford,
To pamper our Fancy, or furnish our Board,
And Paper sufficient (at home) still we have,
To assure the Wise-acre, we will not sign Slave.
When this Homespun shall fail, to remonstrate our Grief
We can speak with the Tongue or scratch on a Leaf.
wm.%amm all their Colours, tho richest of Dye,
The juice of a Berry—our Paint can supply,
To humour our Fancy—e~ as for our Houses
ﬂmmﬁx do without painting as well as our Mcum:m&
While to keep out the Cold of a keen winter Morn v
We can screen the Northwest, with a well polish’'d Horn
ma.& frust me a Woman by honest Invention .
3.@5 give this State Doctor a Dose of Prevention
Join mutual in this, & but small as it seents .
We may Jostle a Grenville & puzzle his Schemes
But a motive more worthy our patriot Pen,
Thus acting—we point out their Duty to Men
And should the bound Pensioners, tell us to _wE.m_r
We can throw back the Satire by biding them blush.

by Hannah Griffiths

Lapies or Epenton, NortH CaRroOLINA, AGREEMENT
b

1774—1775
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EDENTON, NORTH CAROLINA, OCTOBER 25 (1774)

As we cannot be indifferent on any occasion that appears nearly to affect the
peace and happiness of our country, and as it has been thought necessary, for the
public good, to enter into several particular resolves by a meeting of members

deputed from the whole province, it is a duty which we owe, not only to our near
and dear connections, who have concurred in them, but to ourselves, who are
essentially interested in their welfare, to do everything, as far as lies in our power,
to testify our sincere adherence to the same; and we do therefore accordingly
subscribe this paper as a witness of our fixed intention and solemn determina-

tion to do so.. ..

Thomas Paine (1737—1809)

After only a year in the colonies, radical thinker Thomas Paine was
dismayed and irritated that the colonists had not formally declared their
independence from Great Britain, even after hostilities had broken out in
April 1775 at Lexington and Concord. In January 1776, Paine published
Common Sense, int which he urged the colonists that the only sensible
thing to do was to separate entirely from the mother country. This brief
pamphlet (selling 120,000 copies in its first 3 months) had an enormous
impact on colonial opinion, and by July the Second Continental Congress
had issued the Declaration of Independence. (For a longer extract from
Common Sense see the full edition of Dissent in America: The Voices

That Shaped a Nation.)

Common SENSE, 1776

In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments,
and common sense; and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader,
than that he will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his
reason and his feelings to determine for themselves; that he will put on, or
rather that he will not put off, the true character of a man, and generously

enlarge his views beyond the present day.

Source: [Thomas Paine] Common Sense, Addressed to the Inhabitants of America (Philadelphia,
1776), 2960, passim.
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Volumes have been written on the subject of the struggle between
England and America. Men of all ranks have embarked in the controversy,
from different motives, and with various designs; but all have been ineffectual,
and the period of debate is closed. Arms, as the last resource, decide the con-
test; the appeal was the choice of the king, and the continent hath accepted the
challenge. . ..

The sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. "Tis not the affair of a
city, a country, a province, or a kingdom, but of a continent of at least one eighth
part of the habitable globe. *Tis not the concern of a day, a year, or an age; pos-
terity are virtually involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected, even
to the end of time, by the proceedings now. Now is the seed time of continental
union, faith and honor, The least fracture now will be like a name engraved with

the point of a pin on the tender rind of a young oak; The wound will enlarge
with the tree, and posterity read it in full grown characters.

By referring the matter from argument to arms, a new area for politics is
struck; a new method of thinking hath arisen. All plans, proposals, &c. prior to
the nineteenth of April, i.e. to the commencement of hostilities, are like the
almanacs of the last year; which, though proper then, are superseded and useless

now. Whatever was advanced by the advocates on either side of the question
then, terminated in one and the same point, viz. a union with Great Britain; the
only difference between the parties was the method of effecting it; the one pro-
posing force, the other friendship; but it hath so far happened that the first hath
failed, and the second hath withdrawn her influence.

As much hath been said of the advantages of reconciliation, which, like an
agreeable dream, hath passed away and left us as we were, it is but right, that we
should examine the contrary side of the argument, and inquire into some of
the many material injuries which these colonies sustain, and always will sus-
tain, by being connected with, and dependant on Great Britain. To examine
that connection and dependance, on the principles of nature and common
sense, to see what we have to trust to, if separated, and what we are to expect, if
dependant.

Lhave heard it asserted by some, that as America hath flourished under her
former connection with Great Britain, that the same connection is necessary
towards her future happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can
be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may as well assert, that
because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to have meat; or that the
first twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. But
even this is admitting more than is true, for I answer roundly, that America
would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European
power had any thing to do with her. The commerce by which she hath enriched
herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is
the custom of Europe.

But she has protected us, say some. That she hath engrossed us is true, and
defended the continent at our expense as well as her own is admitted, and she

THOMAS PAINE 53

would have defended Turkey from the same motive, viz. the sake of trade and
&oEM_MM.u wsw have been long led away by ancient w.ﬁ.:&nmm and ﬂ.sm.n_m _m.nmm
sacrifices to superstition. We have boasted the protection of Great mES:M.Mz;r-
out considering, that her motive was interest not attachment; "r.m; she did not
protect us from our enemies on our account, but from her enemies on her own
account, from those who had no quarrel with us on any .,..VEQ. account, and Jiuo
will always be our enemies on the same account. Let Britain wave her pretensions
to the continent, or the continent throw off the dependance, mn.a we should be at
peace with France and Spain were they at war with Britain. The miseries of E.mmo,ﬁ
last war ought to warn us against connections. It hath lately been asserted in par-
liament, that the colonies have no relation to each other but through the parent
country, i. e. that Pennsylvania and the wﬁ,m.@m, and so on for the rest, N:.M sister
colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very aoc:mmv.ocﬁ way o WEAM
ing relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of proving enemyship, 1
I may so call it. France and Spain never were, nor vm}mmm ever will be our enemies
as Americans, but as our being the subjects of Great Britain.

But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her
conduct. Even brutes do not devour their young; nor savages make war upon
their families; wherefore the assertion, if true, turns to her reproach; but it hap-
pens not to be true, or only partly so, and the phrase mm:mﬂ or mother no.c:.:m
hath been jesuitically adopted by the king and his parasites, with a low mmwa.:Mm
design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous Emmw.zmmm Om. our min _M.
Europe, and not England, is the parent country Om ?:m:nw. .ﬁ:m new <ME.
hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty Mo*”:
every part of Europe. Hither have they fled, not m..oH.s the tender embraces % H @
mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, W :.;
the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home pursues their

tsstill... .. .
amwnww“w% Mm% been said of the united strength of Britain mma.ﬂrn colonies, that
in conjunction they might bid defiance to the world. _w& this is mere _E.Wmcﬂ?
tion; the fate of war is uncertain, neither do the expressions mean anything; for
this continent would never suffer itself to be drained of inhabitants to support

itish arms in either Asia, Africa, or Europe. .
e HWMMMMM what have we to do with setting the world at defiance? O:H Ew: is
commerce, and that, well attended to, will secure us the peace msm friendship of
all Europe; because it is the interest of all Europe to have America a free m%z.
Her trade will always be a protection, and her barrenness of gold and silver

from invaders. .

mnncmmnWMmmnmm the warmest advocate for amnosaEmmom to showa m._:.m_mﬁw%m:w
tage that this continent can reap, by being nﬁ.ESQOa with O:.wm: m:ﬁ._:,. repea
the challenge, not a single advantage is derived. Our corn will ._,nﬁn: HM H:,:W in
any market in Europe, and our imported goods must be paid for buy them

where we will.
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But the injuries and disadvantages we sustain by that connection, are with-
out number; and our duty to mankind at large, as well as to ourselves, instruct
us to renounce the alliance: Because, any submission to, or dependance on
Great Britain, tends directly to involve this continent in European wars and
quarrels; and sets us at variance with nations, who would otherwise seek our
friendship, and against whom, we have neither anger nor complaint. As Europe
is our market for trade, we ought to form no partial connection with any part of
it. Itis the true interest of America to steer clear of European contentions, which
she never can do, while by her dependance on Britain, she is made the make-
weight in the scale of British politics.

Europe is too thickly planted with kingdoms to be long at peace, and whenever
a war breaks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America
goes to ruin, because of her connection with Britain. The next war may not turn
out like the past, and should it not, the advocates for reconciliation now will be
wishing for separation then, because, neutrality in that case, would be a safer
convoy than a man of war. Every thing that is right or natural pleads for separation.
The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, "TIS TIME TO PART.
Even the distance at which the Almighty hath placed England and America, is a
strong and natural proof, that the authority of the one, over the other, was never
the design of Heaven. The time likewise at which the continent was discovered,
adds weight to the argument, and the manner in which it was peopled increases the
force of it. The reformation was preceded by the discovery of America, as if the
Almighty graciously meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted in future years,
when home should afford neither friendship nor safety.

The authority of Great Britain over this continent, is a form of government,
which sooner or later must have an end: And a serious mind can draw no true
pleasure by looking forward, under the painful and positive conviction, that
what he calls the present constitution is merely temporary. As parents, we can
have no joy, knowing that this government is not sufficiently lasting to ensure
any thing which we may bequeath to posterity: And by a plain method of argu-
ment, as we are running the next generation into debt, we ought to do the work
of it, otherwise we use them meanly and pitifully. In order to discover the line of
our duty rightly, we should take our children in our hand, and fix our station a
few years farther into life; that eminence will present a prospect, which a few
present fears and prejudices conceal from our sight.

Though T would carefully avoid giving unnecessary offence, yet I am
inclined to believe, that all those who espouse the doctrine of reconciliation,
may be included within the following descriptions. Interested men, who are not
to be trusted; weak men who cannot see; prejudiced men who will not see; and a
certain set of moderate men, who think better of the European world than it
deserves; and this last class by an ill-judged deliberation, will be the cause of
more calamities to this continent than all the other three.

[tis the good fortune of many to live distant from the scene of sorrow; the
evil is not sufficiently brought to their doors to make them feel the precarious-
ness with which all American property is possessed. But let our imaginations

|
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transport us for a few moments to Boston, that seat of Eﬂmﬁrﬁmngm will ﬁwmnr
i e
i and i to renounce a power in whom we can hav
us wisdom, and instruct us for ever .
no trust. The inhabitants of that unfortunate city, €.ro but a few EOHMWM mmw
were in ease and affluence, have now no other alternative than Homﬁww and starve,
_ ir fri 1 tinue
by the fire of their friends if they con
or turn out to beg. Endangered by re of . .
within the city, and plundered by the soldiery if they Fm<.m it. In :._m:, ?QMM
condition they are prisoners without the hope of nmamﬂ:ﬁsosrm:a in a gen
attack for their relief, they would be exposed to the fury of bot m:.EmM —_—
Men of passive tempers look somewhat lightly over the ommnmmm. 0 : m,
and, still hoping for the best, are apt to call out, ‘Come we mMm_MUm m.zmuﬁ vm mwwuns
all this? i ions and feelings of mankind. Bring the doc-
for all this. But examine the passions an ; he e
i iliati hstone of nature, and then tell me,
trine of reconciliation to the touc : _
you can hereafter love, honor, and faithfully serve the moémn M_rmﬁ hath M:MMM
i ? If you cannot do all these, then are yo
fire and sword into your land? If y ot d | .
deceiving yourselves, and by your delay bringing EJ upon ﬁﬁ.ﬁm:@. W:owm
i i itain, whom you can neither love nor honor, w
future connection with Britain, w -
forced and unnatural, and being formed only on the %_M:r% mﬂmw:mﬁnwﬂw
i illinali i i lapse more wretched than the first.
nience, will in a little time fall into a re et ut
i iolations over, then I ask, Hath your hou
ou say, you can still pass the viola .
_ME,:%\LW% your property been destroyed before your face? >E_<o~5 wife MMM
i i i bread to live on? Have you lost a paren
children destitute of a bed to lie on, or : g
a child by their hands, and yourself the ruined and Sﬂnﬁnvma m:wﬁéw. HM you
j f those who have. But if you have, and can
have not, then are you not a judge o A
still shake hands with the murderers, then are you unworthy %m.dmﬂm_n% -
band, father, friend, or lover, and whatever may be your rank or title in life, y
have the heart of a coward, and the spirit of a sycophant. . —_—

This is not infaming or exaggerating matters, but trying ?Qﬁ y ro e
ings and affections which nature justifies, and Snrwﬁ.s&wnrﬂmm s o:m: H
incapable of discharging the social duties of life, or enjoying the M..u icities 0 wmﬁ
mean not to exhibit horror for the purpose of provoking revenge, ut No _EMM <
us from fatal and unmanly slumbers, that we may pursue determinately e
fixed object. It is not in the power of Britain or of Europe to conquer WPBQMHP !
she do not conquer herself by delay and timidity. The present winter is _%oa Sﬂ '
age if rightly employed, but if lost or neglected, the whole 8250.5 wi %m:. -
of the misfortune; and there is no punishment which that man s:.: .Mow mmmammw
be he who, or what, or where he will, that may be the means of sacrificing a s
son so precious and useful. . .

It M repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things, to all .mxmqﬂm;mw
from the former ages, to suppose, that this continent can longer remain su ﬂm
to any external power. The most sanguine in Britain does not think m%. M
utmost stretch of human wisdom cannot, at this time compass a plan s 3.“..0
separation, which can promise the continent even a year's security. wmnozm_ \_,nﬁ
tion is now a fallacious dream. Nature hath deserted the connection, and Ar

. ; . ) -
cannot supply her place. For, as Milton wisely expresses, ‘never can true reco
cilement grow where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deep.
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Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. Our prayers have been
rejected with disdain: and only tended to convince us, that nothing flatters
vanity, or confirms obstinacy in Kings more than repeated petitioning and
nothing hath contributed more than that very measure to make the Kings of
Europe absolute: Witness Denmark and Sweden. Wherefore since nothing but
blows will do, for God’s sake, let us come to a final separation, and not leave the
next generation to be cutting throats, under the violated unmeaning names of
parent and child. . . .

Small islands not capable of protecting themselves, are the proper objects
for kingdoms to take under their care; but there is something very absurd, in
supposing a continent to be perpetually governed by an island. In no instance
hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary planet, and as England
and America, with respect to each Other, reverses the common order of nature,
it is evident they belong to different systems: England to Europe, America to
itself. . . .

But the most powerful of all arguments, is, that nothing but independence,
i.e. a continental form of government, can keep the peace of the continent and
preserve it inviolate from civil wars. I dread the event of a reconciliation with
Britain now, as it is more than probable, that it will be followed by a revolt
somewhere or other, the consequences of which may be far more fatal than all
the malice of Britain. . . .

A government of our own is our natural right: And when a man seriously
reflects on the precariousness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that
it is infinitely wiser and safer, to form a constitution of our own in a cool delib-
erate manner, while we have it in our power, than to trust such an interesting
event to time and chance. , . .

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the time
that is past? Can ye give to prostitution its former innocence? Neither can ye rec-
oncile Britain and America. The last cord now is broken, the people of England
are presenting addresses against us. There are injuries which nature cannot for-
give; she would cease to be nature if she did. As well can the lover forgive the
ravisher of his mistress, as the continent forgive the murders of Britain. The
Almighty hath implanted in us these inextinguishable feelings for good and
wise purposes. They are the guardians of his image in our hearts. They distin-
guish us from the herd of common animals. The social compact would dissolve,
and justice be extirpated from the earth, or have only a casual existence were we
callous to the touches of affection. The robber and the murderer, would often
escape unpunished, did not the injuries which our tempers sustain, provoke us
into justice.

O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare Oppose, not only the tyranny, but the
tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. Free-
dom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and Africa, have long expelled her.
Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning to
depart. O! receive the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for mankind.

ABIGAIL ADAMYS AND JUHN AUAMD T

Abigail Adams (1744—1818) and
John Adams (1735—1826)

Abigail Adams, wife of Founding Father John Adams, is .&,ﬂmq wm.wmwmw& a”
one of the earliest American feminists. mrm. was mx#maw%:a:? Sﬁm igent,
read widely, expressed her deeply held aﬁm?.%@ views &vmxw\w w“:w .
supported equal education for girls and the rights of women. m e mm
husband was in Philadelphia as a Massachusetts delegate to the mncMH .,
Continental Congress in 1776, Abigail penned her famous, oft-quoted letter
reminding him not to “forget the ladies” as he Eﬁ the other delegates %mzw
debating the issues of independence and the creation of a new ma%xx“.smx :
John Adams, though he protested and revolted aw&:ﬁ %:.w Englis .
Crown, did not extend his radical views to support women’s rights, as his
dence with Abigail suggests. . N
Simww_mﬂramm letters %am?:ms\ are an intriguing glimpse into this am:.M..
First, we have Abigail Adams’s challenge to her husband; then we have his

response and her reply.

LerrErs, 1776

ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS, MARCH 31,1776

I long to hear that you have declared an independency—and by z._Mw va_o w: MWM :M«“
Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to m : g, rmw ﬂwg
would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favorable to W Qﬂ b
your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into Em.rm:mm of :amm z” mao:.
Remember, all Men would be tyrants if they could. If @mﬁﬁ&.i nmﬂm%: .:mﬁ mmﬂo_m
is not paid to the Ladies we are determined to foment a Rebellion, an will not
ourselves bound by any Laws in which we rm<.m no voice, or Wmmﬁmmm:_ﬁmmow.g.mr&
That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is m.,?:r S0 Eonocmv Mmm_ abli ¢
as to admit of no dispute, but such of you as wish to be _..EwE\ é_ﬂam. y w:ﬂ& P
the harsh title of Master for the more tender and endearing one of Friend. SEM
then, not put it out of the power of the vicious mnm. the rmi_mmw Wo cmm us v
cruelty and indignity with impunity? Men of Sense in all Ages a Mﬂ t omw o
toms which treat us only as the vassals of your m..wx._wm.mmﬁ us M Mn mmm mBm
placed by Providence under your protection, and in imitation of the Supr

Being make use of that power only for our happiness.

SourcE: L. H. Butterfield, ed., Adams Family Correspondence (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1963).
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JOHN ADAMS TO ABIGAIL ADAMS, APRIL 14,1776

As to Declarations of Independency, be patient. Read our Privateering Laws,
and our Commercial Laws. What signifies a Word.

As to your extraordinary Code of Laws, I cannot but laugh. We have been
told that our Struggle has loosened the bands of Government everywhere. That
Children and Apprentices were disobedient—that schools and Colleges were
grown turbulent—that Indians slighted their Guardians and Negroes grew inso-
lent to their Masters. But your Letter was the first Intimation that another Tribe
more numerous and powerful than all the rest, were grown discontented.—This
is rather too coarse a Compliment, but you are so saucy, [ won’t blot it out.

Depend upon it, We know better than to repeal our Masculine systems.
Altho they are in full Force, you know they are little more than Theory. We dare
not exert our Power in its full Latitude, We are obliged to go fair, and softly, and,
in Practice, you know We are the subjects. We have only the Name of Masters,
and rather than give up this, which would completely subject Us to the Despo-

tism of the Petticoat, I hope General Washington, and all our brave Heroes
would fight. I am sure every good Politician would plot, as long as he would
against Despotism, Empire, Monarchy, Aristocracy, Oligarchy, or Ochlocracy.

ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS, MAY 751776

[ can not say that I think you are very generous to the Ladies, for whilst you are
proclaiming peace and good will to Men, Emancipating all Nations, you insist
upon retaining an absolute power over Wives. But you must remember that
Arbitrary power is like most other things which are very hard, very liable to be
broken—and notwithstanding all your wise Laws and Maxims we have it in our
power not only to free ourselves but to subdue our Masters, and without vio-
lence, throw both your natural and legal authority at our feet.

Thomas Hutchinson (17111 780)

Perhaps the most famous Loyalist during the Revolutionary era was
Thomas Hutchinson. He was active during the Stamp Act crisis, during
which time his house was destroyed by a mob of anti—Stamp Tax
protestors. When the Boston Massacre took place, he was acting governor
of Massachusetts; later, at the time of the Boston Tea Party, he was
governor. As an appointee of the Crown, Hutchinson had little sympathy
for the agitators who insisted on breaking with the mother country. Like
most colonists, he considered himself, above all, an Englishman who lived
in the American colonies. His comment that “It is better to submit 1o
some abridgetnent of our rights, than to break off our connection with our
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protector, England” earned him the hatred of the rebels. He fell quickly
from his position as a member of the power structure to the status of

fa. .
ﬁmaww w WMM M.‘MRE:%: published Strictures upon the Declaration Mm
the Congress at Philadelphia, in which he <§m§m5&.\ profests M::M ta :&
apart, point by point, each of the arguments set forth in H._:m Dec QSNMQ
of Independence. (For a more complete version of the maﬁmﬁﬂ mm.w v
full version of Dissent in America: The Voices That Shaped a Nation.

A Lovarist CriTiguE oF THE DECLARATION

or INDEPENDENGE, 1776

STRICTURES UPON THE DECLARATION OF THE CONGRESS
AT PHILADELPHIA, 1776

The Acts for imposing Duties and Taxes may rm.ﬁw accelerated the awovmwomw
and if this could have been foreseen, perhaps, ;.zﬁmrﬁ rmﬁ been goo @oUzMwmm
have omitted or deferred them; but I am of opinion, that if no Taxes mOn it
had been laid upon the Colonies, other pretences would rm<_m mummm M:mu Lo
exception to the authority of Parliament. The body of the people :_w ﬁmm. Mmma :M
I know, were easy and quiet. They felt no U:.am.um. They were attached, :_m Huml,mm-
every Colony to their own particular Constitutions, but the m:EmSmM%o.n -
ment over the whole gave them no mosnog..ﬁrm% rmm been happy :mn Mq i wis
hundred years past: They feared no mBmmeQ evils moﬂ. an r:sr:w M%Mm L
come. But there were men in each of the _u::n%& Colonies, s;:w: ; ﬂ rs m:nm
dence in view, before any of those Taxes were wm:.a, or proposed, SH.H mwaﬂ m:omm
been the ostensible cause of resisting the execution of Acts of .Pﬁ _mﬂﬁﬂ : Lo
men have conducted the Rebellion in the several mﬂmmm of it, until t mw pe
removed the constitutional powers of Government in each Oo_oﬂ%_m:
assumed to themselves, with others, a supreme authority over the w w e... n_ .
It does not, however, appear that there was any Emc._mﬁw_ms Mﬂﬂm "
attaining to Independence, any further than M.:: Mmaﬁw\ m,erm HM_MMWM Mm_momww?m
erve the purpose, by alienating the atfections of th :
WMMMMHW mecE Ummawﬂoém accordingly. One of _&mmm En_m._msmw vmﬁﬁmnwnﬂ_v H
the year 1764. This was the Act of Parliament for granting certain r::mm oswﬁm ‘
in the British Colonies, for the support of Government, &c. >ﬁ.ﬁ e same w: o
proposal was made in Parliament, to lay a stamp duty upon certain ,M:cﬁmm M. o
Colonies; but this was deferred until Em. :wﬁ Session, .%.m: &m gen m !
Colonies might notify the several Assemblies in order to their ?mﬂoﬂsw.mwws%m
to them more eligible, for raising a sum for the same purpose with that in

Source: Thomas Hutchinson, Strictures upon the Declaration of the Congress of Philadelphia,
in a Letter to a Noble Lord, &’c. (London, 1776), 3-32, passim.
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by a stamp duty. The Colony of Massachuset’s Bay was more affected by the Act
for granting duties, than any other Colony. More molasses, the principal article
from which any duty could arise, was distilled into spirits in that Colony than in
all the rest. The Assembly of Massachuset’s Bay, therefore, was the first that took
any publick notice of the Act, and the first which ever took exception to the right
of Parliament to impose Duties or Taxes on the Colonies, whilst they had no rep-
resentatives in the House of Commons. This they did in a letter to their Agent in
the summer of 1764, which they took care to print and publish before it was pos-
sible for him to receive it. And in this letter they recommend to him a pamphlet,
wrote by one of their members, in which there are proposals for admitting repre-
sentatives from the Colonies to sit in the House of Commons.

I have this special reason, my Lord, for taking notice of this Act of the Mass-
achuset’s Assembly; that though an American representation is thrown out as an
expedient which might obviate the objections to Taxes upon the Colonies, yet it
was only intended to amuse the authority in England; and as soon as it was
known to have its advocates here, it was renounced by the Colonies, and even by
the Assembly of the Colony which first proposed it, as utterly impracticable. In
every stage of the Revolt, the same disposition has always appeared. No precise,
unequivocal terms of submission to the authority of Parliament in any case,
have ever been offered by any Assembly. A concession has only produced a fur-
ther demand, and I verily believe if every thing had been granted short of
absolute Independence, they would not have been contented; for this was the
object from the beginning, . . .

It will cause greater prolixity to analize the various parts of this Declaration,
than to recite the whole. I will therefore present it to your Lordship’s view in dis-
tinct paragraphs, with my remarks, in order as the paragraphs are published.

-+« When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one People to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of
nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation,

We hold these truths to be self evident—That all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, that to secure these rights, gov-
ernments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed; and whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute Hew govern-
ment, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such
form as to them shall seemn most likely to effect their safety and happiness. . . .

They begin, my Lord, with a false hypothesis. That the Colonies are one
distinct people, and the kingdom another, connected by political bands. The
Colonies, politically considered, never were a distinct people from the kingdom,
There never has been but one political band, and that was just the same before
the first Colonists emigrated as it has been ever since, the Supreme Legislative
Authority, which hath essential right, and is indispensably bound to keep all

|
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[am sorry, my Lord, that [ am obliged to say, there could not be impartial tri-
als by Juries in either of these cases. All regulation of commerce must cease, and
the King must be deprived of all the trees reserved for the Royal Navy, if no trials
can be had but by Jury. The necessity of the case justified the departure from the
general rule; and in the reign of King William the Third, jurisdiction, in both
these cases, was given to the Admiralty by Acts of Parliament; and it has ever
since been part of the constitution of the Colonies; and it may be said, to the
honour of those Courts, that there have been very few instances of complaint of
injury from their decrees. Strange that in the reign of King George the Third, this
jurisdiction should suddenly become an usurpation and ground of Revolt. . . .

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his protection and

waging War against us.
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our Towns and

destroyed the Lives of our People.

He is at this time, transporting large Armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat
the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of
cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the head of a civilized Nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens, taken captive on the high Seas, to bear
arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their Friends and
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestick insurrections amongst us and has endeavoured to
bring on the Inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian Savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and
conditions.

These, my Lord, would be weighty charges from a loyal and dutiful people
against an unprovoked Sovereign: They are more than the people of England
pretended to bring against King James the Second, in order to justify the Revo-
lution. Never was there an instance of more consummate effrontery. The Acts of
a justly incensed Sovereign for suppressing a most unnatural, unprovoked Rebel-

lion, are here assigned as the causes of this Rebellion. It is immaterial whether
they are true or false. They are all short of the penalty of the laws which had
been violated. Before the date of any one of them, the Colonists had as effectu-
ally renounced their allegiance by their deeds as they have since done by their
words. They had displaced the civil and military officers appointed by the King’s
authority and set up others in their stead. They had new modelled their civil
governments, and appointed a general government, independent of the King,
over the whole. They had taken up arms, and made a public declaration of their
resolution to defend themselves, against the forces employed to support his legal
authority over them. To subjects, who had forfeited their lives by acts of Rebel-
lion, every act of the Sovereign against them, which falls short of the forfeiture,
is an act of favour. A most ungrateful return has been made for this favour. It has
been improved to strengthen and confirm the Rebellion against him. . . .
A Prince, whose character is thus marked, by every act which defines the

tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
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Indignant resentment must seize the breast of every loyal subject. A tyrant, in
modern language, means, not merely an absolute and arbitrary, but a cruel, mer-
ciless Sovereign. Have these men given an instance of any one Act in which the
King has exceeded the just Powers of the Crown as limited by the English Consti-
tution? Has he ever departed from known established laws, and substituted his
own will as the rule of his actions? Has there ever been a Prince by whom subjects
n rebellion, have been treated with less severity, or with longer forbearance?

... We therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in
General Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World, for the
rectitude of our intentions, do in the name and by the authority of the good People
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies, are,
and ought to be, Free and Independent States, and that they are absolved from all
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and
the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved, and that as free and
Independent States they have full power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and things which Indepen-
dent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other,
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honour. Signed by order and in behalf of
the Congress. . . .

They have, my Lord, in their late address to the people of Great Britain, fully
avowed these principles of Independence, by declaring they will pay no obedience
to the laws of the Supreme Legislature; they have also pretended, that these laws
were the mandates or edicts of the Ministers, not the acts of a constitutional legisla-
tive power, and have endeavoured to persuade, such as they called their British
Brethren, to justify the Rebellion begun in America; and from thence they expected
a general convulsion in the Kingdom, and that measures to compel a submission
would in this way be obstructed. These expectations failing, after they had gone too
far in acts of Rebellion to hope for impunity, they were under the necessity of a sep-
aration, and of involvin g themselves, and all over whom they had usurped author-
ity, in the distresses and horrors of war against that power from which they
revolted, and against all who continued in their subjection and fidelity to it.

Gratitude, I am sensible, is seldom to be found in a community, but so sud-
den a revolt from the rest of the Empire, which had incurred so immense a debt,
and with which it remains burdened, for the protection and defence of the
Colonies, and at their most importunate request, is an instance of ingratitude
no where to be paralleled.

Suffer me, my Lord, before I close this Letter, to observe, that though the
professed reason for publishing the Declaration was a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind, yet the real design was to reconcile the people of America to
that Independence, which always before, they had been made to believe was not
intended. This design has too well succeeded. The people have not observed the
fallacy in reasoning from the whole to part; nor the absurdity of making the
governed to be governors. From a disposition to receive willingly complaints
against Rulers, facts misrepresented have passed without examining. Discerning
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men have concealed their sentiments, because under the present free government
in America, no man may, by writing or speaking, contradict any part of this Dec-
laration, without being deemed an enemy to his country, and exposed to the rage

and fury of the populace. . . .

Slave Petition

The notions of “freedom” and “liberty” that were echoing throughout the
colonies in the 1770s sufficiently encouraged slaves that they ?Nwmz.
petitioning colonial legislatures for their own freedom. A %msﬂ. petitions
were requests to be sent back to Africa, but most aﬁmmn for either
immediate or gradual emancipation. This 1777 petition to the
Massachusetts Bay Colony legislature was an appeal for wﬂ.n.&x&.
emancipation. Notice that the writers are apparently familiar with the
Declaration of Independence.

Petition For Grabpuar EmancipaTION, 1777

TO THE HONORABLE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE

OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY, JANUARY 13,1777

The petition of a great number of blacks detained in a state of &méJW in the

bowels of a free & Christian country humbly sheweth that your petitioners
apprehend we have in common with all other men a :&.:E_ and unalienable
right to that freedom which the Great Parent of the G.bEmam hath bestowed
equally on all mankind, and which they have never forfeited by any compact or
agreement whatever. But they were unjustly dragged by the hand of cruel power
from their dearest friends and some of them even torn _,,no.:_ the embraces ._um
their tender parents—from a populous, pleasant, and plentiful country and in
violation of laws of nature and nations—and, in defiance of all the ﬁms.mm_. feel-
ings of humanity, brought here to be sold like beasts wm @EEQ.H & E.S_ them
condemned to slavery for life among a people Eo?«.&:m ::»H mild erwon of
Jesus—a people not insensible of the secrets of rational beings nor without
spirit to resent the unjust endeavours of others to _‘mmmnm them to a state oM
bondage and subjection. Your honours need not to be E.onEwa. that a life o

slavery like that of your petitioners, deprived of every social .E::Hmmmu of every
thing requisite to render life tolerable, is far worse than nonexistence.

SourcE: Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 5th ser., vol. 3 (Boston, 1877),
436-437.
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erty :wﬁx.:oﬁ _uw held as slaves after they arrive at the age of twenty one years. So
:an ﬁ. ¢ inhabitants of this state, no longer chargeable with the inconsistency
of acting themselves the part which they condemn and oppose in others, be

rospered in thei . ;
WO EME. %Hns eir present glorious struggle for liberty and have those blessings

Lancaster Hill
Peter Bess

Brister Slenser
Prince Hall

Jack Pierpont
Nero Funelo
Newport Sumner
Job Look

United Indian Nations

As Americans continued to encroach upon their lands, Indians like Joseph
Brant, Alexander McGillivray, and many others denounced whites (See
the g.q:: edition of Dissent in America: The Voices That Shaped a .
Z.mcom.u Some decided to take a Page out of the newborn republic’s
r:@% @cow. The only hope to resist American expansion was for the
Indian nations to unite, Just as the 13 states had united, and so, in 1786
representatives of the Shawnee, Delaware, Huron, Cherokee, Swnwar h
ﬁ?&wméﬁ. Ottawa, Pottawatomie, and Miami formed the United ?mﬁa
2&.&9&. They issued a message to the U.S. Congress in which the

insisted that the Ohio River remain the boundary between the Sﬁ.&&
States and Indian territory and that any further agreements, treaties, or

mZ&‘mm. of land had to have the unanimous consent of the United Indian
attons.

1
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Prorest 1o THE UN1TED STATES CONGRESS, 1786

SPEECH AT THE CONFEDERATE COUNCIL, NOVEMBER 28
AND DECEMBER 18, 1786

Present:—The Five Nations, the Hurons, Delawares, Shawanese, Ottawas, Chippe-
was, Powtewattimies, Twichtwees, Cherokees, and the Wabash confederates

To the Congress of the United States of America:

Brethren of the United States of America: It is now more than three years since
peace was made between the King of Great Britain and you, but we, the Indians,
were disappointed, finding ourselves not included in that peace, according to our
expectations: for we thought that its conclusion would have promoted a friend-
ship between the United States and Indians, and that we might enjoy that happi-
ness that formerly subsisted between us and our elder brethren. We have received
two very agreeable messages from the thirteen United States. We also received a
message from the King, whose war we were engaged in, desiring us to remain
quiet, which we accordingly complied with. During the time of this tranquillity,
we were deliberating the best method we could to form a lasting reconciliation
with the thirteen United States. Pleased at the same time, we thought we were
entering upon a reconciliation and friendship with a set of people born on the
same continent with ourselves, certain that the quarrel between us was not of our
own making. In the course of our councils, we imagined we hit upon an expedi-
ent that would promote a lasting peace between us.

Brothers: We still are of the same opinion as to the means which may tend
to reconcile us to each other; and we are sorry to find, although we had the best
thoughts in our minds, during the beforementioned period, mischief has, nev-
ertheless, happened between you and us. We are still anxious of putting our plan
of accommodation into execution, and we shall briefly inform you of the means
that seem most probable to us of effecting a firm and lasting peace and reconcil-
iation: the first step towards which should, in our opinion, be, that all treaties
carried on with the United States, on our parts, should be with the general voice
of the whole confederacy, and carried on in the most open manner, without any
restraint on either side; and especially as landed matters are often the subject of
our councils with you, a matter of the greatest importance and of general
concern to us, in this case we hold it indispensably necessary that any cession of
our lands should be made in the most public manner, and by the united voice of
the confederacy; holding all partial treaties as void and of no effect.

Brothers: We think it is owing to you that the tranquillity which, since the
peace between us, has not lasted, and that that essential good has been followed by
mischief and confusion, having managed every thing respecting us your own way.
You kindled your council fires where you thought proper, without consulting us, at

SoUurcE: American State Papers, Class II: Indian Affairs (Washington, 1832), 1:8-9.



us in a most friendly manner, We did every thing in our power, at the treaty of fort
Stanwix, to induce you to follow this plan, as our real mtentions were, at that very
time, to promote peace and concord between us, and that we might look upon
each other as friends, having given you no cause or provocation to be otherwise.
Brothers: N otwithstanding the mischief that has happened, we are still sincere
in our wishes to have peace and tranquillity established between us, earnestly hop-
ing to find the same inclination in you. We wish, therefore, you would take it into
serious consideration, and et us speak to you in the manner we proposed. Let us
have a treaty with you early in the spring; let us pursue reasonable steps; let us meet
half ways, for our mutual convenience; we shall then bring [ bury] in oblivion the
misfortunes that have happened, and meet each other on a footing of friendship.
Brothers: We say let us meet half way, and let us pursue such steps as become
upright and honest men, We beg that you will prevent your surveyors and other
people from coming upon our side the Ohio river, We have told you before, we
wished to pursue just steps, and we are determined they shall appear just and reason-
able in the eyes of the world. This is the determination of all the chiefs of our confed-

Although then interrupted, the chiefs here present still wish to meet you in
the spring, for the beforementioned good purpose, when we hope to speak to
each other without either haughtiness or menaces,

Brothers: We again request of you, in the most earnest manner, to order
your surveyors and others, that mark out lands, to cease from crossing the Ohio,
until we shall have spoken to you, because the mischief that has recently hap-
pened has originated in that quarter; we shall likewise Prevent our people from
going over until that time.

Brothers: It shall not be our faults if the plans which we have suggested to
you should not be carried into execution; in that case the event will be very pre-
carious, and if fresh ruptures ensue, we hope to be able to exculpate ourselves,
and shall most assuredly, with our united force, be obliged to defend those rights
and privileges which have been transmitted to us by our ancestors; and if we
should be thereby reduced to misfortunes, the world will pity us when they think

blood. These are our thoughts and firm resolves, and we earnestly desire that you
will transmit to s, as soon as possible, your answer, be it what it may.

Done at our Confederated Council Fire, at the Huron village, near the
mouth of the Detroit river, December 18th, 1786,

The Five Nations,

Hurons, Ottawas, Twichtwees, Shawanese,
Chippewas, Cherokees, Delawares,
Powtewatimies, The Wabash Confederates,

SHAYS’S REBELLION 49
Shays’s Rebellion, 1786—178%

In 1786, western Massachusetts farmers had fallen on hard times, which
they blamed on the bankers and merchants of Boston, They petitioned the
state legislature to ease their financial distress by lowering taxes, issuing
paper money, and putting a moratorium on farm foreclosures. When
their pleas were disregarded, Daniel Shays led a group of farmers into
Springfield, where they occupied the court house in August 1786. Shays
spearheaded a subsequent attack on the Springfield Arsenal in January,
but state militiamen repelled this attack and, after several days of
pursuing the rebels, finally arrested Shays and the other leaders of the
rebellion. Though Shays and 14 others were convicted and sentenced to
death, they were later pardoned by Governor John Hancock,

Shays’s Rebellion is considered one of the major factors that
conviticed American political leaders to call for a Constitutional
Convention later that year in order to form a more efficient government
to replace the Articles of Confederation. It was this rebellion that
prompted Thomas Jefferson to write: T hold it that a little rebellion now
and then is a good thing, and as necessary in the political world as storms
in the physical, Unsuccessful rebellions, indeed, generally establish the
encroachments on the rights of the people which have produced them. An
observation of this truth should render honest republican governors so
mild in their punishment of rebellions as not to discourage them too
much. It is a medicine necessary for the sound health of the government.”

One of the Shaysites, Daniel Gray, wrote this statement of their
grievances.

STATEMENT OF QWES»ZQMP 1786

AN ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SEVERAL TOWNS
IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, NOW AT ARMS

Gentlemen,

We have thought proper to inform you of some of the principal causes of the
late risings of the people, and also of their present movement, viz,

1*%. The present expensive mode of collecting debts, which, by reason of the
great scarcity of cash, will of necessity fill our gaols with unhappy debtors, and
thereby a reputable body of people rendered incapable of being serviceable
either to themselves or the community.

e George Richards Minot, ed., H istory of the Insurrection itt Massachusetts in 1786
and of the Rohollinm aennce oo ot Fe
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.MQ. The monies raised by impost and excise being appropriated to discharge
the :wwmamm.ﬂ of governmental securities, and not the foreign debt, when these
securities are not subject to taxation.

3% A suspension of the writ of Habeas corpus, by which those persons who
have stepped forth to assert and maintain the rights of the people, are liable to
be taken and conveyed even to the most distant part of the Commonwealth, and
thereby subjected to an unjust punishment. v

4™ The unlimited power granted to Justices of the Peace and Sheriffs
Deputy _mrnz.mm, and Constables, by the Riot Act, indemnifying them to ﬁrm,
prosecution thereof; when perhaps, wholly actuated from a principle of
revenge, hatred and envy.

. @aﬂrmwﬁcﬁ Be assured, that this body, now at arms, despise the idea of
Uﬂzm.Emmmm_ﬁmﬁ_ by British emissaries, which is so strenuously propagated by the
enemies of our liberties: And also wish the most proper and speedy measures
may be taken, to discharge both our foreign and domestic debt.

Per Order,
Daniel Gray, Chairman of the Committee, for the above purpaose.

George Mason (1725—1792)

George Mason was one of the most vocal participants at the Constitutional
Oo:.swam.ax in 1787. Because of his strong stand on states’ rights, he refused
to sign the Constitution when it was completed; in his eyes, it gave too much
power to the federal government. Returning to Virginia, he campaigned
against ratification of the Constitution and published one of the most
influential Anti-Federalist pamphlets, Objections to This Constitution

of Government. Mason echoed one of the chief Anti-Federalist criticisms,
that the Constitution contained no declaration (or bill) of rights, and he
%.mn@mn&@\ deplored the absence of guarantees for freedom of the press and
trial by jury. Such objections to the Constitution had the meritorious effect
of convincing the Federalists to consent to the addition of the Bill of Rights.

Osjecrions To Tars ConsTiTuTION
oF GOVERNMENT, 178Y

There is no Declaration of Rights, and the laws of the general government being
paramount to the laws and constitution of the several States, the Declarations of
Rights in the separate States are no security. Nor are the people secured even in
the enjoyment of the benefit of the common law. . . :

Source: Kate Mason Rowland, The Life of George Mas, . .
; j on, 1725-1792 (N :
Russell, 1964), vol. I1, 387—390. ¢ P
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The Judiciary of the United States is so constructed and extended, as to
absorb and destroy the judiciaries of the several States; thereby rendering law as
tedious, intricate and expensive, and justice as unattainable, by a great part of
the community, as in England, and enabling the rich to oppress and ruin the
poor.

The President of the United States has no Constitutional Council, a thing
unknown in any safe and regular government. He will therefore be unsupported
by proper information and advice, and will generally be directed by minions
and favorites; or he will become a tool to the Senate—or a Council of State will
grow out of the principal officers of the great departments; the worst and most
dangerous of all ingredients for such a Council in a free country. . . . From this
fatal defect has arisen the improper power of the Senate in the appointment of
public officers, and the alarming dependence and connection between that
branch of the legislature and the supreme Executive.

Hence also sprung that unnecessary officer the Vice-President, who for
want of other employment is made president of the Senate, thereby dangerously
blending the executive and legislative powers, besides always giving to some one
of the States an unnecessary and unjust pre-eminence over the others.

The President of the United States has the unrestrained power of granting
pardons for treason, which may be sometimes exercise to screen from punish-
ment those whom he had secretly instigated to commit the crime, and thereby
prevent a discovery of his own guilt.

By declaring all treaties supreme laws of the land, the Executive and the
Senate have, in many cases, an exclusive power of legislation; which might have
been avoided by proper distinctions with respect to treaties, and requiring the
assent of the House of Representatives, where it could be done with safety.

By requiring only a majority to make all commercial and navigation laws,
the five Southern States, whose produce and circumstances are totally different
from that of the eight Northern and Eastern States, may be ruined, for such rigid
and premature regulations may be made as will enable the merchants of the
Northern and Eastern States not only to demand an exhorbitant freight, but to
monopolize the purchase of the commodities at their own price, for many years,
to the great injury of the landed interest, and impoverishment of the people; and
the danger is the greater as the gain on one side will be in proportion to the loss
on the other. Whereas requiring two-thirds of the members present in both
Houses would have produced mutual moderation, promoted the general inter-
est, and removed an insuperable objection to the adoption of this government.

Under their own construction of the general clause, at the end of the enumer-
ated powers, the Congress may grant monopolies in trade and commerce, consti-
tute new crimes, inflict unusual and severe punishments, and extend their powers
as far as they shall think proper; so that the State legislatures have no security for
the powers now presumed to remain to them, or the people for their rights.

There is no declaration of any kind, for preserving the liberty of the press,
or the trial by jury in civil causes; nor against the danger of standing armies in
time of peace. . ..



This government will set out a moderate aristocracy: it is at present impos-
sible to foresee whether it will, in its operation, produce a monarchy, or a cor-
rupt, tyrannical aristocracy; it will most probably vibrate some years between
the two, and then terminate in the one or the other.

Judith Sargent Murray (1751-1820)

Although her name is not widely known today, Judith Sargent Murray
was one of the first Enlightenment thinkers to write an eloquent
argument in favor of the equality of women. Her “On the Equality of the
Sexes” (appearing two years before Mary Wollstonecraft published A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman) establishes her as one of the first
feminists. Although she was disparaged by her contemporaries, she
influenced many of those who followed her. Denied formal education
because of her sex, she was tutored by her brother in Latin, Greek, and
literature. This experience led her to believe that an important means for
women to secure equal rights was universal female education. ( For more
of Judith Sargent Murray’s writings, see the full edition of Dissent in
America: The Voices That Shaped a Nation.)

“Ox rue EquaLrty oF THE Sexes,” 1790

.. Is it upon mature consideration we adopt the idea, that nature is thus partial
in her distributions? Is it indeed a fact, that she hath yielded to one half of the
human species so unquestionable a mental superiority? I know that to both
sexes elevated understandings, and the reverse, are common. But, suffer me to
ask, in what the minds of females are so notoriously deficient, or unequal. May
not the intellectual powers be ranged under these four heads—imagination, rea-
son, memory and judgment. The province of imagination hath long since been
surrendered up to us, and we have been crowned undoubted sovereigns of the
regions of fancy. Invention is perhaps the most arduous effort of the mind; this
branch of imagination hath been particularly ceded to us, and we have been
time out of mind invested with that creative faculty. Observe the variety of fash-
ions (here I bar the contemptuous smile) which distinguish and adorn the
female world; how continually are they changing, insomuch that they almost
render the whole man’s assertion problematical, and we are ready to say, there is
something new under the sun. Now, what a playfulness, what an exuberance of

Source: Sharon M. Harris, ed., Selected Writings of Judith Sargent Murray (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1995).
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fancy, what strength of inventive imagination, doth this continual variation dis-
cover? Again, it hath been observed, that if the turpitude of the conduct of our
sex, hath been ever so enormous, so extremely ready are we, that the very first
thought presents us with an apology, so plausible, as to produce our actions even
in an amiable light. Another instance of our creative powers, is our talent for
slander; how ingenious are we at inventive scandal? what a formidable story can
we in a moment fabricate merely from the force of a prolifick imagination? how
many reputations, in the fertile brain of a female, have been utterly despoiled?
how industrious are we at improving a hint? suspicion how easily do we convert
into conviction, and conviction, embellished by the power of eloquence, stalks
abroad to the surprise and confusion of unsuspecting innocence. Perhaps it will
be asked if I furnish these facts as instances of excellency in our sex. Certainly
not; but as proofs of a creative faculty, of a lively imagination. Assuredly great
activity of mind is thereby discovered, and was this activity properly directed,
what beneficial effects would follow. Is the needle and kitchen sufficient to
employ the operations of a soul thus organized? I should conceive not. Nay, itisa
truth that those very departments leave the intelligent principle vacant, and at
liberty for speculation. Are we deficient in reason? we can only reason from what
we know, and if opportunity of acquiring knowledge hath been denied us, the
inferiority of our sex cannot fairly be deduced from thence. Memory, I believe,
will be allowed us in common, since every one’s experience must testify, that a
loquacious old woman is as frequently met with, as a communicative old man;
their subjects are alike drawn from the fund of other times and the transactions
of their youth, or of maturer life, entertain, or perhaps fatigue you, in the
evening of their lives. “But our judgement is not so strong—we do not distin-
guish so well”—Yet it may be questioned, from what doth this superiority, in
this determining faculty of the soul, proceed. May we not trace its source in the
difference of education, and continued advantages? Will it be said that the judg-
ment of a male of two years old, is more sage than that of a female’s of the same
age? I believe the reverse is generally observed to be true. But from that period
what partiality! how is the one exalted and the other depressed, by the contrary
modes of education which are adopted! the one is taught to aspire, and the other
is early confined and limited. As their years increase, the sister must be wholly
domesticated, while the brother is led by the hand through all the flowery paths
of science. Grant that their minds are by nature equal, yet who shall wonder at
the apparent superiority, if indeed custom becomes second nature; nay if it taketh
place of nature, and that it doth the experience of each day will evince. At length
arrived at womanhood, the uncultivated fair one feels a void, which the employ-
ments allotted her are by no means capable of filling. What can she do? to books
she may not apply; or if she doth, te those only of the novel kind, lest she merit the
appellation of a learned lady; and what ideas have been affixed to this term, the
observation of many can testify. Fashion, scandal, and sometimes what is still
more reprehensible, are then called in to her relief; and who can say to what
lengths the liberties she takes may proceed. Meantime she herself is most
unhappy; she feels the want of a cultivated mind. Is she single, she in vain seeks
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to fill up time from sexual employments or amusements. Is she united to a per-
son whose soul nature made equal to her own, education hath set him so far
above her, that in those entertainments which are productive of such rational
felicity, she is not qualified to accompany him. She experiences a mortifying
consciousness of inferiority, which embitters every enjoyment. Doth the person
to whom her adverse fate hath consigned her, possess a mind incapable of
improvement, she is equally wretched, in being so closely connected with an
individual whom she cannot but despise. Now, was she permitted the same
Instructors as her brother, (with an eye however to their particular departments)
for the employment of a rational mind an ample field would be opened. In
astronomy she might catch a glimpse of the immensity of the Deity, and thence
she would form amazing conceptions of the august and supreme Intelligence. In
geography she would admire Jehova in the midst of his benevolence; thus adapt-
ing this globe to the various wants and amusements of its inhabitants. In natural
philosophy she would adore the infinite majesty of heaven, clothed in conde-
scension; and as she traversed the reptile world, she would hail the goodness of a
creating God. A mind, thus filled, would have little room for the trifles with
which our sex are, with too much justice, accused of amusing themselves, and
they would thus be rendered fit companions for those, who should one day wear
them as their crown. Fashions, in their variety, would then give place to conjec-
tures, which might perhaps conduce to the improvement of the literary world;
and there would be no leisure for slander or detraction. Reputation would not
then be blasted, but serious speculations would occupy the lively imaginations
of the sex. Unnecessary visits would be precluded, and that custom would only
be indulged by way of relaxation, or to answer the demands of consanguinity
and friendship. Females would become discreet, their judgements would be
invigorated, and their partners for life being circumspectly chosen, an unhappy
Hymen would then be as rare, as is now the reverse.

Will it be urged that those acquirements would supersede our domestick
duties. I answer that every requisite in female economy is easily attained; and,
with truth I can add, that when once attained, they require no further mental
attention. Nay, while we are pursuing the needle, or the superintendency of the
family, I repeat, that our minds are at full liberty for reflection; that imagination
may exert itself in full vigour; and that if a just foundation is early laid, our ideas
will then be worthy of rational beings. If we were industrious we might easily
find time to arrange them upon paper, or should avocations press too hard for
such an indulgence, the hours allotted for conversation would at least become
more refined and rational. Should it still be vociferated, “Your domestick
employments are sufficient”—I would calmly ask, is it reasonable, that a candi-
date for immortality, for the joys of heaven, an intelligent being, who is to spend
an eternity in contemplating the works of Deity, should at present be so
degraded, as to be allowed no other ideas, than those which are suggested by the
mechanism of a pudding, or the sewing [of] the secams of a garment? Pity that
all such censurers of female improvement do not go one step further, and deny
their future existence; to be consistent they surely ought.
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Yes, ye lordly, ye haughty sex, our souls are by nature equal to yours; the
same breath of God animates, enlivens, and invigorates us; and that we are
not fallen lower than yourselves, let those witness who have greatly 822.&
above the various discouragements by which EQ have been so heavily
oppressed; and though [ am c:mnnc&anm with the list of nﬂmgmwmm nwm:mnﬁ.m
ters on either side, yet from the observations I have made in the contracte
circle in which I have moved, I dare confidently believe, that from the com-
mencement of time to the present day, there hath been as many females, as
males, who, by the mere force of natural powers, have merited the Q‘ro,z: of
applause; who, thus assisted, have seized the wreath of fame. I know t lere mﬁm
[those] who assert, that as the animal powers of the one sex are superiour, 0
course their mental faculties also must be stronger; thus attributing mQ.m:mH.:
of mind to the transient organization of this earth born tenement. But if this
reasoning is just, man must be content to yield the _.uw_B to many of the UEW
creation, since by not a few of his brethren of the mm.wE, rm. is far surpassed in
bodily strength. Moreover, was this argument admitted, it would prove too
much, for occular demonstration evinceth, that there are many robust mas-
culine ladies, and effeminate gentlemen. Yet I fancy that ZH womm. though
clogged with an enervated body, and distinguished by a diminutive stature,
could nevertheless lay claim to greatness of soul; and perhaps H.rmnm are many
other instances which might be adduced to 856& SO ::wr:om.oc_:nm_.mz
opinion. Do we not often see, that when the clay built Emumw:.m&m is .Em: nigh
dissolved, when it is just ready to mingle with the parent soil, the H.Bﬂ:o:m_
inhabitant aspires to, and even attaineth heights the most sublime, .m:&
which were before wholly unexplored. Besides, were we to grant that Hﬂ::Bm_

strength proved any thing, taking into no:.mEQ.mco: the mnncwﬁoﬂma _:M_ummw
tiality of nature, we should be induced to imagine, that she had invested the
female mind with superiour strength as an equivalent for the Uo..&:\ powers
of man. But waving this however palpable advantage, for equality only, we

wish to contend.

Shawnee, Miami, Ottawa,
and Seneca Proposal

During the presidency of George Washington, a number of I .:m._.ma nations
in the old northwest banded together in a confederacy to resist further
American encroachment into the lands north of the Ohio River. After the
Indians, under Little Turtle and Blue Jacket, had defeated an army led by
the governor of the Northwest Territory, Arthur St. Clair, American
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enveys met with tribal representatives to work out some sort of
settlement. During the meeting, the Indians criticized the American
government for failing to enforce previous treaties,

Prorosar o Maintain Inpran Lanos, 17993
Brothers;—

Money, to us, is of no value, & to most of us unknown, and as no consideration
whatever can induce us to sell the lands on which we get sustenance for our
women and children; we hope we may be allowed to point out a mode by which
your settlers may be easily removed, and peace thereby obtained.

Brothers;—

We know that these settlers are poor, or they would never have ventured to live in
a country which has been in continual trouble ever since they crossed the Ohio;
divide therefore this large sum of money which you have offered to us, among
these people, give to each also a portion of what you say you would give us annu-
ally over and above this very large sum of money, and we are persuaded they
would most readily accept of it in lieu of the lands you sold to them, if you add
also the great sums you must expend in raising and paying Armies, with a view to
force us to yield you our Country, you will certainly have more than sufficient for
the purposes of repaying these settlers for all their labor and improvements.

Brothers;—

You have talked to us about concessions. It appears strange that you should expect
any from us, who have only been defending our just Rights against your invasion;
We want Peace; Restore to us our Country and we shall be Enemies no longer.

Brothers;—

You make one concession to us, by offering us your money, and another by hav-
ing agreed to do us justice, after having long and injuriously withheld it. We
mean in the acknowledgement you have now made, that the King of England
never did, nor ever had a right, to give you our Country, by the Treaty of peace,
and you want to make this act of Common Justice, a great part of your conces-
sions, and seem to expect that because you have at last acknowledged our inde-
pendence, we should for such a favor surrender to you our Country.

Brothers;—

You have talked also a great deal about pre-emption and your exclusive right to
purchase Indian lands, as ceded to you by the King at the Treaty of peace.

Source: E.A. Cruikshank, ed., The Correspondence of Lieut. Governor John Graves Simcoe,
5 vols. (Toronto: Ontario Historical Society, 1923-1931), vol. 2, 17-19.
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Brothers;—

We never made any agreement with the King, nor with any other Nation that we
would give to either the exclusive right of purchasing ocn.ymzn_w. >=.n_ we declare
to you that we consider ourselves free to make any bargain or cession of lands,
whenever & to whomsoever we please, if the white people as you say, made a
treaty that none of them but the King should ?.:nwmam of us, and :»w: he has
given that right to the U. States, it is an affair which concerns you & him & not

us. We have never parted with such a power.
Brothers;—

At our General Council held at the Glaize last Fall, we agreed to meet ﬂoEE_m-
sioners from the U. States, for the purpose of restoring Peace, wwoﬁaﬂ they
consented to acknowledge and confirm our boundary line to be the Q.:E and
we determined not to meet you until you gave us satisfaction on that point; that
is the reason we have never met. .

We desire you to consider Brothers, that our only demand, is the mm.mnmmzm
possession of a small part of our once great Country. Look back and view the
lands from whence we have been driven to this spot, we can retreat no further,
because the country behind hardly affords food for its present Erm_u:mﬂ.m. And
we have therefore resolved, to leave our bones in this small space, to which we

are now confined.
Brothers;—

We shall be persuaded that you mean to do us justice if you agree, that the Ohio,
shall remain the boundary line between us, if you will not consent thereto, our

meeting will be altogether unnecessary.

Protest Against the Alien
and Sedition Acts

Passed by the Federalist majority in Congress, the Alien Act was designed
to limit immigration, and the Sedition Act to make illegal writtern and
spoken criticism of the government. Both of %amw acts were a::mm at the
Jeffersonian Republican opposition, and the Sedition .\»Q in hmw.:n.imn
which equated political criticism with sedition, ﬁ.@:p:& E.?zﬁmn the
Jeffersonians. Claiming that the Sedition Act nullified the First
Amendment, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison wrote eloquent
attacks on the Federalist attempt to limit free speech and, simultane-
ously, made a strong case for states’ rights and for mé:.:m the M&S&
government. The Virginia State Legislature adopted Madison’s text as
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the Virginia Resolutions, and Jefferson’s was adopted by the Kentucky
State Legislature as the Kentucky Resolutions. The other states refused to
approve the resolutions, and therefore they had no effect at the time.
Decades later, they surfaced again to be used to support the southern
position on secession and nullification. (For more on the resolutions,

see the full edition of Dissent in America: The Voices That Shaped a
Nation.)

Tue Vircinia ResoruTions, 1798

- - [TThis Assembly doth explicitly and peremptorily declare, that it views
the powers of the federal government, as resulting from the compact, to
which the states are parties; as limited by the plain sense and intention of the
instrument constituting the compact; as no further valid that they are
authorized by the grants enumerated in that compact; and that in case of a
deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of other powers, not granted by
the said compact, the states who are parties thereto, have the right, and are in
duty bound, to interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and for main-
taining within their respective limits, the authorities, rights and liberties
appertaining to them. . . .

That the General Assembly doth particularly protest against the palpable
and alarming infractions of the Constitution, in the two late cases of the “Alien
and Sedition Acts” passed at the last session of Congress. . . . [which] ought to
produce universal alarm, because it is levelled against that right of freely exam-
ining public characters and measures, and of free communication among the
people thereon, which has ever been justly deemed, the only effectual guardian
of every other right.

That this state having by its Convention, which ratified the federal Constitu-
tion, expressly declared, that among other essential rights, “the Liberty of Con-
science and of the Press cannot be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or modified by
any authority of the United States,” and from its extreme anxiety to guard these
rights from every possible attack of sophistry or ambition, having with other
states, recommended an amendment for that purpose, which amendment was,
in due time, annexed to the Constitution; it would mark a reproachable inconsis-
tency, and criminal degeneracy, if an indifference were now shewn, to the most
palpable violation of one of the Rights, thus declared and secured; and to the
establishment of a precedent which may be fatal to the other,

-+ . [T]he General Assembly . . . does hereby declare, that the acts aforesaid,
are unconstitutional. . . .

Sourck: Jonathan Elliot, ed., The Debates in the Several State Conventions on the Adoption
of the Federal Constitution, vol. 4 (1836; New York: Burt Eranklin Reprints, 1974).
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Tecumseh (1768—1813)

The Indian alliance led by Little Turtle in the aftermath of the American
Revolution had disintegrated by the 1790s during George Washington’s
administration. In the early nineteenth century, a Shawnee chief, Tecumseh,
set about resurrecting the alliance. Tecurnseh believed that an nE_n:nm. of the
Indians north of the Ohio River would not be sufficient to resist American
encroachment, and so, for several years, he traveled in an attempt to
convince the southern tribes (the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and .
Creek) to unite with the northern tribes (the Miami, Shawnee, Potawatomi,
and others) in order to present a united front. In 1809, while Tecumseh was
undertaking his diplomatic mission, William Henry Harrison, .Nrm governor
of Indiana Territory, negotiated a treaty with several of the Ohio tribes to
purchase 3 million acres of land in southern Indiana. O:Qam&. Tecumseh
wrote a letter to Harrison in which he vehemently protested this purchase,
which had not been unanimously endorsed by the United Indian Nations.
In November 1811, while Tecumseh was again in the South and trying to
negotiate an Indian alliance, American forces under William Henry
Harrison attacked the northern Indians at their encarnpment on
Tippecanoe Creek. Although the battle was a &&miahﬁ. the Indians
withdrew the following day, and Harrison declared a victory. By the
following year, the United States was at war with England, and .mexﬁmmw
went to Canada, where he became a brigadier general in the British Army.
In 1813, at the Battle of the Thames, Tecumseh was killed. . .

The first text is from Tecumseh’s letter to Governor Harrison, in .
which he expresses his view that all the Indian nations of North America
are linked together by blood and that the land belongs to %mﬁ by
birthright. The second document is a speech Tecumseh delivered to the
southern tribes in an attempt to persuade them to make common cause
with the northern tribes in resisting white encroachment.

Lerrer To Governor WirtLiam Henry
Hagzrrison, 1810

It is true T am a Shawnee. My forefathers were warriors. Their son is a warrior.
From them I take only my existence; from my tribe I take nothing. I am the maker
of my own fortune; and oh! that I could make of my own fortune; and oh! .ﬂrmﬁ
I could make that of my red people, and of my country, as great as the conceptions
of my mind, when I think of the Spirit that rules the universe. I would not then

SovrcEe: C.M. Depew, ed., The Library of Oratory (New York, 1902), vol. 4, 363-364.
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come to Governor Harrison to ask him to tear the treaty and to obliterate the land-
mark; but | .Sccﬁ say to him: “Sir, you have liberty to return to your own country.”
The being within, communing with past ages, tells me that once, nor ::M.:
lately, E.Qm was no white man on this continent; that it then all U&o:“ ed to red
men, n_,:EHm:. of the same parents, placed on it by the Great Spirit .MWE made
them, to keep it, to traverse it, to enjoy its productions, and to fill it with the same
race, once a happy race, since made miserable by the white people, who are never
oozﬁms.mma but always encroaching, The way, and the only way, ﬂm. check and t
stop ﬂ.?m evil, is for all the red men to unite in claiming a no_r:go: and e hw
right in the land, as it was at first, and should be yet; for it never was divided @MM
belongs to all for the use of each. For no part has a right to sell, even to each owrm
much less 8. strangers—those who want all, and will not do s.\:r less )
The m«r:m people have no right to take the land from the H:&m.:m because
they r,m& it first; it is theirs. They may sell, but all must join. Any sale .,“oﬁ mad
by all is not valid. The late sale is bad. It was made by a part only. Part do :oM
w.:oi how to sell. All red men have equal rights to the ::oon_:umma land. The
right of occupancy is as good in one place as in another. There can not _uz.w two
occupations in the same place. The first excludes all others, It is not so in hunt-
ing or traveling; for there the same ground will serve many, as they may foll
each other all day; but the camp is stationary, and that is occupancy, It ﬂ&o% .
to the first who sits down on his blanket or skins which he has %aomwr u .H%m
ground; and till he leaves it no other has 2 right, e

SreECH TO THE moc,nmmwz AJEE,UP 1811

SLEEP NOT LONGER, O CHOCTAWS AND CHICKASAWS

- [H]ave Wwe not courage enough remaining to defend our country and main-
tain our ancient independence? Will we calmly suffer the white intruders and
tyrants to enslave us? Shall it be said of our race that we knew not how to extri

cate o:.;n?mm from the three most dreadful calamities—folly, inactivit m:m
cowardice? But what need is there to speak of the past? It %m&.ﬁm for Emwm and
asks, Where today is the Pequod? Where the Narragansetts, the Mohawks
._uoS:o._Sz, and many other once powerful tribes of our amnmmﬂrm have v. ‘
ished before the avarice and oppression of the white men, mm mnoﬂc wmmo«wzm.ﬂ
summer sun. In the vain hope of alone defending their ancient possession

they w.a:a fallen in the wars with the white men. Look abroad over their .
beautiful country, and what see you now? Naught but the ravages of the OMMN.W
face mmﬂaoﬁa. meet our eyes. So it will be with you Choctaws and OEQSM:%_
Soon your mighty forest trees, under the shade of whose wide mmqmm&zm.

Source: W.C. Vanderwerth, Indian O
- C. y ratory: Famous Speeches by N i jeftai
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971), 62-65. ' B
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branches you have played in infancy, sported in boyhood, and now rest your
wearied limbs after the fatigue of the chase, will be cut down to fence in the
land which the white intruders dare to call their own. Soon their broad roads
will pass over the grave of your fathers, and the place of their rest will be blot-
ted out forever. The annihilation of our race is at hand unless we unite in one
common cause against the common foe. Think not, brave Choctaws and
Chickasaws, that you can remain passive and indifferent to the common dan-
ger, and thus escape the common fate. Your people, too, will soon be as falling
leaves and scattering clouds before their blighting breath. You, too, will be
driven away from your native land and ancient domains as leaves are driven
before the wintry storms.

Sleep not longer, O Choctaws and Chickasaws, in false security and delusive
hopes. Our broad domains are fast escaping from our grasp. Every year our white
intruders become more greedy, exacting, oppressive and overbearing. Every year
contentions spring up between them and our people and when blood is shed we
have to make atonement whether right or wrong, at the cost of the lives of our
greatest chiefs, and the yielding up of large tracts of our lands. Before the pale-
faces came among us, we enjoyed the happiness of unbounded freedom, and
were acquainted with neither riches, wants nor oppression. How is it now? Wants
and oppression are our lot; for are we not controlled in everything, and dare we
move without asking, by your leave? Are we not being stripped day by day of the
little that remains of our ancient liberty? Do they not even kick and strike us as
they do their blackfaces? How long will it be before they will tie us to a post and
whip us, and make us work for them in their cornfields as they do them? Shall
we wait for that moment or shall we die fighting before submitting to such
ignominy?

Have we not for years had before our eyes a sample of their designs, and are
they not sufficient harbingers of their future determinations? Will we not soon
be driven from our respective countries and the graves of our ancestors? Will
not the bones of our dead be plowed up, and their graves be turned into fields?
Shall we calmly wait until they become so numerous that we will no longer be
able to resist oppression? Will we wait to be destroyed in our turn, without mak-
ing an effort worthy of our race? Shall we give up our homes, our country,
bequeathed to us by the Great Spirit, the graves of our dead, and everything that
is dear and sacred to us, without a struggle? [ know you will cry with me: Never!
Never! Then let us by unity of action destroy them all, which we now can do, or
drive them back whence they came. War or extermination is now our only
choice. Which do you choose? I know your answer. Therefore, I now call on you,
brave Choctaws and Chickasaws, to assist in the just cause of liberating our race
from the grasp of our faithless invaders and heartless oppressors. The white
usurpation in our common country must be stopped, or we, its rightful owners,
be forever destroyed and wiped out as a race of people. I am now at the head of
many warriors backed by the strong arm of English soldiers. Choctaws and
Chickasaws, you have too long borne with grievous usurpation inflicted by the
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arrogant Americans. Be no longer their dupes. If there be one here tonight
who believes that his rights will not sooner or later be taken from him by the
avaricious American palefaces, his ignorance ought to excite pity, for he knows
little of the character of our common foe.

And if there be one among you mad enough to undervalue the growing
power of the white race among us, let him tremble in considering the fearful
woes he will bring down upon our entire race, if by his criminal indifference he
assists the designs of our common enemy against our common country. Then
listen to the voice of duty, of honor, of nature and of your endangered country.
Let us form one body, one heart, and defend to the last warrior our country, our
homes, our liberty, and the graves of our fathers.

Choctaws and Chickasaws, you are among the few of our race who sit indo-
lently at ease. You have indeed enjoyed the reputation of being brave, but will you be
indebted for it more from report than fact? Will you let the whites encroach upon
your domains even to your very door before you will assert your rights in resistance?
Let no one in this council imagine that [ speak more from malice against the pale-
face Americans than just grounds of complaint. Complaint is just toward friends
who have failed in their duty; accusation is against enemies guilty of injustice. And
surely, if any people ever had, we have good and just reasons to believe we have
ample grounds to accuse the Americans of injustice; especially when such great acts
of injustice have been committed by them upon our race, of which they seem to

have no manner of regard, or even to reflect. They are a people fond of innovations,
quick to contrive and quick to put their schemes into effectual execution no matter
how great the wrong and injury to us; while we are content to preserve what we
already have. Their designs are to enlarge their possessions by taking yours in turn;
and will you, can you longer dally, O Choctaws and Chickasaws?

Do you imagine that that people will not continue longest in the enjoyment
of peace who timely prepare to vindicate themselves, and manifest a determined
resolution to do themselves right whenever they are wronged? Far otherwise.
Then haste to the relief of our common cause, as by consanguinity of blood you
are bound; lest the day be not far distant when you will be left single-handed
and alone to the cruel mercy of our most inveterate foe.

QQ:WE&SQ: Protest the War 0f 1812

During the animated debate in Congress over the issue of going to war
against Great Britain, a group of fervent antiwar Federalist congressien,
led by Josiah Quincy, released a statenent denouncing the “war hawks”
(led by Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun) and President James Madison’s
resolve to ally the United States with France, These pro-British Federalists
also opposed the war because they perceived it as an imperial venture that
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would add more territory, from which additional states :B:.E be carved
and into which southern planters could expand the cotton kingdom.

Feperavrist ProTEST, 1812

If our ills were of a nature that war would remedy, if Sm_” would noz%m:mm.ﬁm any
of our losses or remove any of our complaints, there E&E be some mzmmﬁzom
of the suffering in the charm of the prospect. But how will war upon M :n an !
protect commerce upon the ocean? What balm has Canada for wounde oM.oH..
How are our mariners benefited by a war which waowmm those who are free,
i ising release to those who are impressed? o
S:rmwm W.MHWDW& war is demanded by honor. Is national honor a principle
which thirsts after vengeance, and is appeased only by blood?. .. If ro:m..
demands a war with England, what opiate E.:m %wm ro:o.a to m_mmw over ﬂvm
wrongs done us by France? On land, nogmz.mm. seizures, :d@:wozamnmw v
French authority; at sea, pillage, sinkings, burnings, under French orders. These
are notorious. Are they unfelt because they are French? . . . .

It would be some relief to our anxiety if amends were likely to be Bmmn. for
the weakness and wildness of the project by the prudence of the mamﬁmron.
But in no aspect of this anomalous affair can we trace Hrm.m:uﬁ .mun_ Mr.m::nmwm
properties of wisdom. There is seen a headlong rushing into difficulties, wi
little calculation about the means, and little concern m&o:.ﬁ the consequences.
With a navy comparatively nominal, we are m@o& to enter into the lists .mme:M
the greatest marine [power] on the globe. With a commerce c:E.oSQn ammu X
spread over every ocean, we propose to make a profit E\. privateering, an 8
this endanger the wealth of which we are ro:“.wmﬁ Eovﬁﬁ.oa. An E«M.ﬁo.nﬁ
threatened of the colonies of a power which, without putting a new ship into
commission, or taking another soldier into pay, can spread alarm or desolation

sive range of our seaboard. . . . .
&oc%ﬁﬂﬂﬂ”ﬁm:& nmm not refrain from asking, A.i_.& are the United mﬁmﬁﬂ mo
gain by this war? Will the gratification of some privateersmen moé_um:mm.ﬁ M
nation for that sweep of our legitimate commerce by the extended marine M
our enemy which this desperate act invites? Will Canada mow:wmsm&m the
Middle states for New York; or the Western states for i@.z Orleans? . .

Let us not be deceived. A war of invasion may invite a retort of invasion.
When we visit the peaceable, and as to us innocent, colonies m;ﬁ Great m«ﬁ:w
with the horrors of war, can we be assured that our own coast will not @w Sm;w
with like horrors? At a crisis of the world such as the present, and E.&Q :.dmzw-
sions such as these, the undersigned could not consider the war, _:. which the
United States have in secret been precipitated, as necessary, or required by any

moral duty, or any political expediency.

SourcE: Annals of Congress, 12th Congress, 1st session, Volume 2, columns 2219-2221.
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Free Blacks of Philadelphia

The American Colonization Society was founded in 1817 by northern
and southern abolitionists who wanted to eliminate slavery gradually,
Although the society loathed slavery, its members considered blacks to be
an inferior race. Emancipation therefore posed another difficult
question: What should be done with the freed slaves? The answer was
colonization. Send them back to Africa. Indeed, during James Monroe’s
presidency, the colony of Liberia was founded (its capital named
Montovia in honor of the American president) with the express purpose
of providing a home to emancipated slaves. Free blacks throughout the
United States were painfully aware of the racism of American society,
and they wanted to see slavery ended. However, they had no desire
whatsoever to “return” to Africa. They were, after all, Americans. Shortly
after the founding of the American Colonization Society, free blacks in
Philadelphia sent their congressman this protest against the

colonization policy.

Protest Acainst Coronizarion Povicy, 1817

WHEREAS OUR ANCESTORS

Whereas our ancestors (not of choice) were the first successful cultivators of the
wilds of America, we their descendants feel ourselves entitled to participate in
the blessings of her luxuriant soil, which their blood and sweat manured; and
that any measure or system of measures, having a tendency to banish us from
her bosom, would not only be cruel, but in direct violation of those principles
which have been the boast of this republic,

Resolved, That we view with deep abhorrence the unmerited stigma
attempted to be cast upon the reputation of the free people of color, by the pro-
motets of this measure, “that they are a dangerous and useless part of the com-
munity,” when in the state of disfranchisement in which they live, in the hour of
danger they ceased to remember their wrongs, and rallied around the standard
of their country.

Resolved, That we never will separate ourselves voluntarily from the slave
population in this country; they are our brethren by the ties of consanguinity, of
suffering, and of wrong; and we feel that there is more virtue in suffering priva-
tions with them, than fancied advantages for a season.

]

Source: Herbert Aptheker, ed., A Decumentary History of the Negro People in the United
States: From Colonial Times Through the Civil War (Secaucus, NJ: Citadel Press, 1973),
71-72,
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Resolved, That without arts, without science, E%Ocﬁ a proper Wuow_mwww
of government, to cast into the savage wilds .n.m Africa the free people oH nM cmm
seems to us the circuitous route through which they must return to perp
voEWmmmM?mP That having the strongest nosmmo:nw in the _.cmﬁmm of MM&. M“_m
philanthropy of the free states, we cheerfully mz.wB: our %mﬁ.:wmm to .mm:mn '
ance of Him who suffers not a sparrow to fall, without his special provi H.R-

Resolved, That a committee of eleven persons be mﬁ@o::&%m opena ,nMdB
spondence with the honorable Joseph Iomuw:;o.? Bmawwm% c:mmwmvsrms
this city, and likewise to inform him of the sentiments of this meeting,

they in their judgment may deem it proper.



