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Since 1991, the comununist successor parties have undergone a considerable

transformation. It is clear that the various parties have adopted various stratégies of

- adaptation, and that these strategies themselves have changed over time. Four

.

adaptation strategies can be identified: the national social st/populist, the orthodox

communist, the modernizationist/reformist, and the national communist. Study of -

these strategies helps explain the changes in the parties’ political identities. The extént

of party ideniity change can be explained as much by factors -internal to the’party
concerned as to the external factor of electoral performance. -

Since 1991, the communist successor parties (or E%.n parties which were

the primary successors to the former governing party in the communist
regime and which inherited the preponderance of the former ruling parties’
resources and personnel) have undergone a considerable transformation.!
Contrary to early expectations that the organizational ‘successors to the
‘communist parties would disappear into the trash can of political history, the
successor parties have proved quite durable. Indeed, in almost all countries
in Eastern Europe and in the former Soviet Union there is.at least one active
COTMITIISE SUCCessor party: o

What varies among the countries is not so much where the communist
successor parties have survived, but how they have survived. This article
focuses on identifying the various adaptation strategies of the communist
successor parties and seeks to investigate the extent to which these
strategies have changed over time, particularly after the electoral ‘defeats’
suffered by many of the successor parties following the so-called “second
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the third freely competitiye legislative elections between 1990 and 1999. The
third elections were used to represent the second generation elections because
three elections is the BE_EEE number of elections for the successor parties
to have lost power, regained power, and lost power again.

To determine the HaE_um of survival strategies these iparties have adopted

-and how they have changed, we identify both three adaptatio; strategies that

‘pydgmatic reformist’ and the ‘nafionalist-patriotic’ strategies) and the extent
t6 which the parties have chafiged their political identities after the second
legislative election. To %nmaﬁb why certain successor parties pursued one
adaptation strategy rather than another, this article tests: some of the existing
literature on party Eﬂﬂa\ change in light of the Mn&%mnm from eight
successor parties taken from the lst of parties identified by John Ishiyama in
1997.2 w

To address the above questions, this article is &&mn”a into three sections.
In the mmﬁ.\ we characterize these eight parties in terms of the kinds of
adaptation- strategie§ they Have adopted since the collapse of communism,
engaging in a content analysis of the parties’ political programmes following
the third parliamentary Elections. ond, we_review the most commonly
cited factors which affect party identty change, most notably external factors
(Such as political performance) and intémal factors (associated with internal
workings of the party). .m: d, we evaluate these arpuments in light of the

S S S

evidence from four comriunist succesvor partios, examining the extent to

Swhich their party Unomnmw&gom had changed from the initial versions to the

programmes which appeared after the second generation elections.

have,.been discussed wﬂ_ the existing literature {fhe:

Characterizing the Communist Successor Parties’® Adaptation

Strategies | | . |

So far, most of the literature on the communist successor parties has focused

on {why Yhese parties made a political comeback in the 1990s.* Several

explanations have been put forward for why the communist successor
successfully to the political scene.* These include

parties Were able to retun

the argument that Eo.%%oﬁmmmom of the previous authoritarian regime are

LY

crucial in explaining fhe return of the ‘successor parties® and the WVWW@%
competition the _m.conom_,ﬁoa party ‘faces from other lefi-wing¥ paties.$
Furtheriniore, some scholars have argued that the existence of lifgering
soctal constituencies (such as the elderly) facilitates the political sfccess of
the formigrly dominant communist parties. In addition, some have pointed to
the ox%ma_no of issues upon which the successor parties can capitalize that
affect whether they are Emnomzu\ successful.’ | B -

L

generation’ parliamentary elections. By second generation elections we mean _-
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. Yetdespite the attention paid to explaining Eo suceess (or failure) of the
successor parties, relatively little work has been done on identifying the

factors that might affect the €xtent to Which the communist successor parfies

J_m,.\a.%E_aoaﬂm@ﬁwﬁaﬁ%ﬂu@ﬁ@%ﬂmﬁa%mm,ﬁmm:
"with the identity change of the communist successor parties, almost all have
examined early ‘adaptation’” strategies when “noumnoaoa with the first
competitive elections rather than Tater changesi® Moreover, these studies
examined the identity change during the period %w@.d the successor parties
were reasserting themselves (from 1992 until 1996), not during their period
of relative decline (1996-2000). Lo
To examine the adaptation strategies exhibited by the successor parties
followingthe second generation elections, we begin with the work-of Daniel
iblagty"especially his study of the successor parties in the former East
Gerany (the Party of Democratic Socialism — PDS) and in Hungary (the
Hungarian Socialist Party — MSZP).* Arguin ;_against the hitherto. fajrly

cQminon, iendency to_egu ‘success sw,«m._a@w.ﬁmmw. ._E.mms.ﬁnéhmo‘aﬁ
democratization” of the succes

\.\,!fi-.,‘.,i ssor parties, Ziblatt argues that there were at
TEast two strategjes-availal ble, both which could prove politically successtul:
1€ strategy of{leftisi- retreat,)which involves the successor party embracing
its Marxist tradifions. (rejecting the free market), repudiating western
influénce, and adopfing the status of an ‘anti-system”.opposition party. This
pattern was exemplified by both the PDS in Germany and the Communist
Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) in the Czech Republic, which, as
Anna Gryzmala Busse points out, continues to attack ‘bourgeois
democracy’ and ‘capitalist exploitation’.” On the other hand, in Hungary
and in Poland, by contrast, the leadership of the.parties;-aparf from marginal
leftist factions, has followed a strategy of pragmatic reformaattempting to
distance jtself from ‘dogmatic Marxism® amn ‘edefifiing the party as a
‘“European’ "§ocial democrafic party of ‘experts’, ‘technocrats’ and
‘pragmatists’. Between these two poles are intermediate positions such as

those taken up by the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) and the Socialist Party

of Albania (SPA), whose leaderships _have professed the ‘social

democratization’ of their respective parties. but have had 10 rely heavily on

political nostalgia to mobilize electoral support (which has also been the

case ror almost all the successor parties in the former Soviet Union)."
So iar, the ‘strategies™ identified have treated adaptation in a ‘linear’

[

fashion, either B;o@m progressively towards ‘social democrac

1o Yy or .
Ot LR 805, 80Cial democracy

retreating *backwards’ 0 communism. HW. of course, assumes that the
m

ittt : ,
or

‘choige set’ faciiig the partics fnvolvad b ning either ‘moderate leftist
‘ e . . i e —
‘far’leftist” (whatever left or right means in the posi-CommMmUmMIst contexo).

Ry .

ut clearly there have been parties that have mﬁm‘vmmmma nationalism and
alriotism as their legitimizing ideology, and _._m&m sought to break with the

|
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past. moEmm arties have ado ted a nationalist— m?&@mﬁmﬁmﬁ.m factic

common {0 states in the Balkans and the-former Soviet Union.2.... .

~ This strategy, like| the ‘leftist retreat’ strategy,.is characterized by the
continued embrace of Marxist-Leninist traditions (rejecting the  free
market). However, E“_Enm the ‘leftist retreat’ strategy, this strategy does not

T e Sk

wholly embrace the Marxist-Leninist legacy. Thus, for instance, To% the .

e e e

Communist Party of the Russian Federation (KPRF) a ceniral part of the

party’s Eomﬂﬁiﬁ is the critical re-evaluation of the past.” In particular the -

party’s programme &%bmamgm between opportunists within the party who
corrupted the ‘teachings’” of Marxism-Leninism, and the party of Soviet
‘patriots™." The present leaders of the Russian government are the

intellectual heirs of this ‘party of opporfupists’ - the party of Trotsky,
Beriya, Gorbachev mj_m Yeltsin who have historically plundered Russia.'*
The KPRE, on the other hand, identifies itself with the. ‘patriotic’ elements

wilhin the old CPSU (Communist Party of the Soviet Union) - the party of
oviet heroes, the cosmonaut Yurii Gagarin, Marshal Georgii Zhukov, and

the author Mikhail Sholokhov.* The party further claims that socialism is.

wholly compatible ?._WE the primordial collectivist sentiments of the -
_ﬁro promotion of socialism necessarily involves the

Russian people, and |
defence of Russian culture and traditions.”

On the other hand, the nationalist-patriotic strategy, unlike the

pragmatic reform strategy, -alttiough critical of ‘Marxist-Leninist’ dogma,

does not involve the attempt o redefine the party as a ‘European’ social

E ol Y A Ao S PN

democtatic party TA4dE ip Of ‘experts’.® Although there is pressure to alter

m. Rather, this strategy secks to associate

ern ideological altérnative to communism
Wwhict'in Bastern Burope was also historically aati-cap;

in countries such as Russia and Romania. : :
Thus, we might also distinguish between. the parties along two separate

t.and anfi-West. U™

- dimensions: one which| represents the party’s movement from communism

to social democracy, and the other representing the party’s movement from
Internationalism to nationalism. Therefore, we propose two dimensions in
e I v
MIMURist Siccessor PArties,
distinguishing between m&@w&m& parties .and unreformed parties on one
dimension, and what we would call. transmuted versus non-transmuted

4

wm&mmosﬁmm oEQ...M ﬁ_wm/:maﬁ &anmwom_.&mmm woéw_nﬁou&m@mﬁw
transformed itself into,what Ziblatt would call  ‘pragmailc reforr party’ or
clung to an orthodox communist identity. ,:i second dimension refers to
whether the parties NK:QSE& themselves, making a break (sometimes

i i
. b
!
|

Categorizing the adaptation strategies of the o

the image of the party, the party leadersnip dogs not gmbrace social
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indecisive and ambivalent) with their leftist qm&mcnm m.H.a managed a
o . . . - . - ! .

rightist or nationalist turn in order to cope with the political changes in their
courntry, Table 1 highlights the differences between these models.

TABLE | _
A TYPOLOGY OF {FORMER) COMMUNIST PARTY POSITIONS
IN EASTERN EUROPE | =

Unreformed anOnEmn_

Modernizationist,
Social Democratic

Non-transmuted Orthodox Communist

Transmuned

National Communist. meoq_w:mvmonmw:mp populist

To elaborate upon Table 1, sketched abov reformed we
former communist party which abandoned its commynist ideology and

moved towards a politically more moderate leftist position. These parties
are no longer communist, having turned away from the 8<o_=no=mQ Tenets

of Eﬁﬁw;ﬁ?mmﬂﬁ orthodox methods of (post-)Stalinism, or both. Reformed
socialists are accepting of Westers “liberal democracy even if they

R G e ahodoe v

sometimes criticize-its practice. w /" transmutation’, on the other hand, we-
mean a former communist party” which_moved away from the Left and

adopted omm...wﬂ&@wmu@mm“@wmwﬁrvibm. nationalistic, or anti-West
‘ - e D il

elements ‘in its_ideology. Reform marches democratic conditions While

transmulation alone does not. The Ilatter may mean a move on the

authoritarianism scale away from the non-democratic Left towards the non-
democratic Right. G ST

i

" How might The eight successor parties in our samiple be characterized in

the light of the typology listed in Table 17 To measure the orientation of
mw%_ﬁe@, and how they fit into the typology, we QFE@& the technique

of ‘them coding’, using sentences and * uasi-sentences’ as the unit of
_analysis, 4. .ﬁ@ﬁma@%mﬂa%ﬁw.%@ﬁaﬁg and Hearl.® and by

Janda, Harmel, Edens and Goff.» In this procedure sentences were coded -
‘since they form the natural grammatical unit in most wmum:.mmnm,.m Asinthe

work of Budge and his associates, sentences were counted rather than single

words or phrases to measure the “stress laid on certain ideas and concerns’

Jather than emphasizing_slogans.? However, very long sentences were

,oo_s_wuwmm.,wa,o\..aamm%-mmsﬂm:omm:s_._E.mEa wommnnrwnm&_un.ﬂéom:no_onm
or commas’

The full texts of the eight party programmes were coded. The official
-RAIly programmes were used rather than other types of text (such as the
pronouncements of individual leaders and election manifestos) for two-
reasons: (1) unlike other texts, the party programme represents the product
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of the no:ooﬁm?a mzmo&\oﬁm of the party Hmmnoﬂmrmlmm a whole. Hence, it
represents the agreed identity of the party, rather than simply individual
assumptions and opinions. Furthermore, unlike electi manifestoes, party

; 2 1l e
programmes are designe

address-an,_external audiencs, but to-
win.over the paity’s internal consti

supporters; (2) the party programme is the ﬁn&mQ ‘document which

nts — its members, leaders and

‘identifies the jssues Euﬁn which the party campaigns. Wmow these two reasons,

therefore, we have owo,,mg,ﬁmmunnnn&o on the textnal analysis of the party
i s T - . o T i
Pprogramme3of these eight parties “

~To ormnmoﬂ,anuo the eight parties, each of the political programmes which
most recently mo__,Ho.anm the third legislative election (except for Russia)
were analysed along : two dimensions: %Rﬂw@moﬁlwwo-ﬁmga and the
natiehalist-patriotic-hunianist dimensions’The third elections were defined
as the 1994 election in Albania, the 1998 elction i Hungary, the 1996
election in Romania, the 1994 election in Bulgaria, the 1998 election in the
Czech Republic, the Hvoq election in Poland andithe 1995 election in
Russia. In Russia the programme following only the second legislative
election (1995) rather than the third legislative election was used, for two
reasons. First, the nﬁ. g of the second womm&mmewm election in Russia

corresponded to the mj.m legislative elections in several countries (such as

Albania and Bulgaria in 1994 and Romania in 1996): moreover, unlike the
other couniries, .EEG,E are- largely ‘parliamentary systems, Russia is a
presidential system which had a presidential election in 1991 ~ thus to some
extent the 1995 parliarhentary election did serve as a third election. Second,
the post-1999 KPRF ?m.amnmEEw has yet to be presented; thus an analysis of
the genuine party programme after the third will have to wait. .
The party,programines analysed included those of the Party of Social
Democracy df ,WoBBl_ (PDSR, 1997); the Hungarian Socialist Party
(MSZP, Gmmww the mﬁ_..a Democracy of the wmvmﬂ&o of Poland (SdRP
renamed in 1998 as the Democratic Left Alliance — SLD); the Bulgarian
Socialist Party (BSP, 1996); the Socialist Party of Albania (SPA, 1996); the
Communist Party.of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM, 1999); the Party of the

Democratic Left in Slovakia (SDL, 1997); and the Communist Party of the

Russian Federation (KPRF, 1997). In each case, the programme was derived
from the party congres$ {hat immediately followed E@m third election (except
for the Wsmﬂmﬁ KPRF ,S_Eow has yet to have held a party céngress since the
1999 election). To analyse these programmes, we. enipley a technique
developed by Sarah Oates to analyse the post-Soviet. Russi ties.® On

‘The basis of the work of Budge e al., Oates identified’key terms Which.

comprised what she refetred to as ‘anti-market and pro-marker indices. The

1rst involved identification of terms assoctated with “anti-market themes,

L ey

specifically mentions vm a controlled economy, ummnwémmmmmo? pro-Marx

H
s |
i
|
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anti-reform mouam, which produced a scorg™df O to 1.)The high scbr

(or Marxism), pro-Lenin (or Leninism). The pro-market index involved : 1 :
represented a programme which emphasized gn y pro-reform terms and po

mentions of markets or capitalism, enterprise, iNCEntives, BIUS anti-Marx
i el i /. . ” S N -

and anti-Lenin remarks, . anti-reform terms, and. the low score represented a party 2Emr:=mom ’ _M
: “"We employ an adaptation of the pro-market and anti-market measures to anti-reform terms. This measure allowed for the estimation of the,séfativ

Ty,

degree of emiphasis each party placed on Eo.nn.moHE.amsmemsm..ﬁmmoﬂm_
themes.* For the other dimension, ‘transmutation’, the number of
nationalist-patriotic ”Wﬁwamm was divided by the number of
mattormatist=patriotic aud Hufianistic terms, which produced a score from 0
to 1. The high score in this case represented ‘a programme which
emphasized | only :wmoumzmﬂlwmﬂono terms and hence ,ﬁm most
transmuted. , , :

take into account political o rrentation — especially how much Eo\ﬁm_.nmm

mﬂm@mawmi. \e@w:.ms, mmunism’, Wammw gaﬁonamow.. ﬁompoonmmn
socialism® or Vwmn.ma democratic’. On fhe one hand, the emphasis on
socialism and communism as themes in a party programme is likely to
indicate that the party retains ties to the past and is willing to emphasize the
continuity of the successor party with the commimist past. On the other
hand, given that ‘social democracy’ and social democrats were (and are)
considered by hard-core Stalinists as even worse ,Em:.._uoc.ummoa

PP s T e T Y P o L TABLE 2 W o
n.mnmmmmmwmﬁq (lar mm@ cmomm._mm social democrats are considered anmommV. . PLACING THE (FORMER) COMMUNIST PARTY POSITIONS IN EASTERN BUROPE
- pdrties which discuss social democracy are presumably less nostalgic for | (NATIONALIST-PATRIOTIC, REFORM SCORE)
the communist past. We use “social democracy’ and ‘social democratic’ : : ,
: ' ‘ ’ - . : . nret Partly reformed Reformed
Instead of ‘democracy’ because all parties (including - communists) Unreformed artly re e
considered themselves to be democratic, whereas social democracy has a Non-transmuted! KSCM (CzechRep) . SPA (Albania)- MSZP M._Smﬁv. :
more specitic connotation for communists {or communist successors). L [42,02) [13, 501 w_%.. .ﬁwuwﬁ_ﬂ.é
. For the purposes of this article, rather than using Oates’s terminology _ S L14,.74]
(pro-market versus anti-market which focuses exclusively on eéonomic . P oo | wru ﬁwmge
ereS G po Tl e e pesastomtfndices which nclds S | |
feferentes to po ttical identity. For the pro-re orm index, references to Pary transmuted  KPRE (Russin) * BSP (Bulgaria) | PDSR (Romania)
" social emocracy (oflier than the name of the party) democratic socialism, ortransmuted . . [88, 23] : [.64, .51] , [.67,.87] y
and positive references to markets, capitalism,; private property or _
privatization, enterprise, incentives and negative references to Marx, Lenin, -

Table 2 records the results for each party. As indicated, there are several
identifiable patterns illustrated. Rirst, there are the parties which rank very
high on the emphasis on reform themes.in. their programmes, most notably
the MSZF, SDL, PDSR and SLD (with scores of .86, .76, .87 and .82,
respectively) . On the Kra_.. hand, the ﬂw@g. KPRF, .mmm.mw and BSP A.H.N, .w.u,
.21, .50) have rather high proportions of mum-uawonﬁ themes appearing in
their programmes, andrin the cases of the KSCM | -these anti-
%ﬂﬁmmhbﬁwuwn the majority of codéd themes. Thus, using Ziblatt’s

Stalin, communism, constituted the pro-reform index. References to
socialist (other than the name of the party) socialist, controlled economy,
state control, nationalization and positive references to Marx, Lenin, Stalin .
and communism constituted the cornponents of the anti-reform index .
In addition to the pro-reform and anti-reform indices, we also develop a
‘nationalist-patriotic’ index which takes into account the xtent to which
the parties made reference to national and patriotic themes. These include
any reference to the glorification of the national way of life, batriotism,
_ promotion of :n:.c:?%gaaz of :aavaaw culture, national
unity, fatherland and motherland. Finally, we also develop. a-‘hiimanist’
%ﬂmmv in which E.mEnm that emphasize human co-operation, such as human
rights, international co-operation, the development of a united Europe, or
the cultivation of European values, are considered. In many ways the"
patriotic versus ‘humanist’ index is similar to the particularist versus
universalist divide. ;
To form a composite score for the ‘reform’ dimension for each party, the -
number of pro-reform terms was divided by the number of pro-reform and

Tt

categories, the former |four parties” would be characterized as mo:os.wmw
- ‘pragmatic reform’ strategies, and the latter four followed more ‘leftist-
retreat’ strategies, | | . a e —
However, this bipartite typology masks significant differences within
each category. For instance, although both the Hﬁu%m and the SPA have
relatively Emmsca_umi of anti-reform themes in their programimes, they
differ in the gmm.aom to which they emphasize nationalist-patriotic themes as
well, with the KPRF nationalist--patriotic score at .88.and the SPA at only
13. On the oﬁrmﬂwﬁa there 1s certainly also a .&mmnm%om between the PDSR

|
4
i
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and the MSZP: although both currently emphasize reform themes most

frequently, the PDSR emphasizes national themes far more than does the

'MSZP (at .67 as compared with 0). Thus, we might also distinguish between
‘the parties along another dimension, the nationalist—patriotic dimension
where in addition to pragmatic reformist and leftist retreat strategies, we
might also distinguish between nationalist socialist and populist strategies
{such as the PDSR), modernizationist or social democratic strategies such
as the MSZP, orthodox communist strategy (KSCM), and the national
nozz,_:msmm.ﬁsrﬁajgm: Y. This certainly would explain why, for
fistance, despite emphatically proclaiming irself to be a social demaocratic
party in nature, the Romanian PDSR has also sought political CO-0peration
with extreme right-wing nationalist formations such as the Greater Romania
Party. ™ On the other hand, the KPRF has not proclaimed social democracy
- as its goal (although there are a number of social democrats in its ranks), but.
like the PDSR has embraced nationalism as a legitimizing ideology.

What Affects Party Identity OE_:_mw..v .

To what extent have the successor parties altered their ‘adaptation’.
strategies over time? And what factors might have.caused these parties to
change strategies? In the literature on party identity change, two sets of

factors are most often cited ag atfecting changes in party identity. First, as

argued by Kenneth Janda and his ¢ occurs as the result of

environmental Emcosnom.sHﬁuﬁg assumed to be conservative
arganizations that are unlikely to change unless forced:

} ‘ T 333 39 . .1|..|-Ill.|llll|.
Janda put it, *party change does not “just ha en’” % Thu

viewed as a rational and purposeful move by the: party, in response to
] i i danda proposéd a "performance theory” of party change in
which he argued that poor electoral performance is necessary for any party
change.® Harmel and Janda later modified performance theory, and argued
that major change will alwa s _be precipi b electoral -
verformance. : : -
Jandp and Tis associates tested the hypothesis that parties will change
only if they perform poorly in elections.” The authors defined five different
kinds of elections as perceived by the party’s activists: calamitoys,
disappdinting, tolerable, graff ing and triumphal. They found thar
ppointing, tolera »_gratitying and triumpha y found ¢
generally calamitons or
greatest dégree of change in the themes the party emphasized, indicating
that parfies try to change their identities when voters reject the policy face

appointing elections were associated with the .

P

ability of parties to change in post-communist politics is {0 a large extent
abraty o parties to ci

dependent upon éaﬂ er 'bardliners’ in the party act as a brake on
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The second mw?_ommw foeuses more on what happens as result of internal

features of the party.™ In particular Ishiyama and Velten suggested that the .

reforming the party’s image and hence its ability to adapt to new political

circumstances.®

As a mﬁm&um-voﬁ%o measure the oﬁm&nmmoa,ﬁ mmmanwm. of the party
which Eﬁ:&mﬁwwmo _OE the way it adapts, we begin with two ideal .@wo.m of
political Eﬁw o_.,mmsmm%on” the cadre and ﬁmm\m parties. Both were E.ﬁouo&.
types which ido not now exist in their ‘plire’ form, nor are E&.N :wﬂu.\ to
emerge in Eastern miohun and the countries of the former Soviet Union.

t N N g PR RT
However, they do represent useful starting-points.® The~Cadre’ or “elite

wm&nm%&m_ uEQnoﬁr century were basically ‘committeg ho
) i

_—

jointly constituted state and civil society’ . wm&o%éﬂm merely -

L3

groups of meén" pursit public interest, with ﬁE@ need for formal or
ighly structured oma anizations or large formal membership. The

parliamentary 883&05 or the party in office dominated, and' the

i ] . : . i . 5 mﬁ d
resources required for election often involved Hﬁoo& nonnoomnm .

, s : Jm, ] N
uanm%” mw%% gﬁwwwuwwww. Hw‘ro unlike Eﬁ cadre party, was
characterized bya Hﬁwmv active-mertibership. This is because .Em mass w.ﬁq
arose Hﬂ.EmﬂQ mBoH”_m ~the -newly " activated munw often _Qmou%mbo:aoa
elements of civil society’.*” Whereas the old cadre party had relied on the

vality of supporters (that is, their personal attributes) the mass party rolied

Aﬂam.m@mmmm@ Ymmmm@wvzﬁm, attempting to make up in EmB@Q.me what it
“Tacked in terms of® individual patronage. Thus, mass parties were
characterized by several features, the most notable of which were the
reliance on large _Bmuw@onmrwwm. and Emoﬂom.woﬁ roBomnnEQ which r.bw&
leaders with rank-and-file members.® Thus, mass parties were EoB.:WmE
to havé organizational brakes which hindered the ability of party elites to

alter the party’s Em_:ﬁ vis-a-vis a changing political environment.

Measures

To address owmumm in ”Em party programmes, the full mﬁaﬁm _OW. the eight party
programmes-for four Hmuw&om were coded: the gme,m.mwﬁﬁmEm programme
in 1989 and the ﬁmnﬁmhuaommmgo_maovﬁom in 1998, just after the electoral
defeat; the SARP’s founding programme in 1990 and the party programme
of 1997; Emmﬂuwm,mw second congress party programme of 1993 mmﬁ.H En
1997 party programme: produced by the fourth congress; and the Socialist
Party of Albania’s founding document in 1991 and its programme issued in
1996. These parties were chosen because they represented the three ,cmmuo

¢
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iypes of communist successor parties ag identified E\ John Ishiyama: Q\vu
those in which the ‘radical’ wm_.nnmfn_msna: i o

e L e >

transition (MSzP, SdRP); (2),those in which the stand- mﬁmnm remained a
o o

significant part of the part eadership (KPRF): and (3) those in which the

‘liberal’ reformists took control of the party prior to tHe tr. ition (SPA).*
“Two techniqies sire fised fo assess party change. Firgf we employ the
techiiique used by Janda and his associates. Sentences and quasi-sentences
in the programmes-were coded in terms of themes, corresponding to the (32)
cafegories grouped in the mgﬂﬂmm&. in'the Appendix.* The theme
codes allow for the. assessment of issue positions n&ﬁ?@h@ko  featires of
the-post-communist social and political Structiits. To test the reliability of
the coding procedure, a measure of intra-coder reliability was used which
tested the consistency of codings of Sentences and nw_mfmi-moznnunmm by the
sume coder. The msqm-nm@.n:mﬁ.&@i%ﬁw stood at .95 for the Hungarian
programmes, .97 for the Polish programmes, .91 for the KPRF programmes
and .93 for the Albanian programmes.To measure the actual amount of
change that occurred in the party programmes, this article used the same
measure of change employed by Janda er al: the product moment
correlations between party programmes. This oo”nmmnmnuﬁ was then
subtracted from ‘1’ to produce a value ranging from 1 to 0 where 1 indicates
complete change and 0 indicates no change from the previous election
Setoyld, weexamine the degree of change in terms of the pro-reform and
_.E:oww:\mﬁlwmﬂz.oan indices as discussed above, comparing the Tdividgal
mmmmmmfaw‘ﬁaﬂmﬂ:%.wﬁ@m:. founding congress programmes with the party
congress programmes that followed the third elections. .
As for the ‘independent variables’, to measure the degree of success.of

o T the sucéess

the communist sucee

-

ssor party two indicators were used. B

e TRL T At SN iyt 7 et =4

of the patty was meastured ifi tefms both of the actal percentage of seats
which were won in the parliamentary elections immediately preceding fhe
latest party congress programme, and of the change in H@aoonﬂmmo of seats
won in the lower house elections over the course of Eo second and third
elections before the adoption of the congress programme. This included the
Hungarian elections of 1994 and 1998 the Polish elections of 1993 and
1997, the Albanian elections of 1992 and 1994 and the Russian elections of
1993 and 1995, : . .

To measure the various types of possible party organizational
configurations, we measure the degree to which parties are more ‘mass-like’
or ‘cadre-like’® Although there have been several ways in which to
characterize the different o_.mmimmmosmgmow we focus on the
extent to which the consifiuencies that support the paity are politicaily
oo:m_,oE.hﬁmw..ﬁm‘w.‘_unnmsmwﬂmmmmmwmgmﬂmﬂwwﬁmmmadﬁmm ‘faces’ of the

party, one of its basic identities is that of the ‘party in the electorate’. Thus,
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orior to Yhe

_Eastern Eurobarometers

S |

e

e

the party in the electorate _pm assumed to reflect to a great degree other %.mom.ﬁw .
of the party; in other words, the more awrgb&n;m@m@m@u@%mw%n
the electorate, the more likef§ 7t is that the party itself is politically coherent,
To feasure mm degree o.q coherence in the constituencies that support the-
successor parties, we employ the data from the 1995 and 1996 Central and
_ (CEEB) to ascertain the SXtenit t6 which the
supporters of the party BWH.E a politically coherent muoﬁ. In wﬁmoamw%m
use Question 4 on the 1995 CEEB and Question 5 on the 1996 CEEB, which
asked the respondent whether he or she felt that the creation of a free H.H.J.maw@ﬁ
economy (or one that was one Jargely free from state nmoza.ov was right or
wrong : ‘Yes’, ‘No’, and .wvoz_.ﬁ know/Unsure’. These proportions were then
used to calculaté a moumm&mE Hirschmann index of concentration score for
each party. The| ifdex was devised by economists fo measure the degree

fractionalization of corporation market shares, &Eo:mwmmw;ﬂmo been

used-widely in electoral th&mm.s The formula for the E HH js

. HH = mhumN

| Where p; Hmwumm.onmm the &Eomoaﬁ share of the i-th component which is

squared and summed across all components. The components can be vote
shares, corporate shares of a market, or in this case the shares of supporters
claiming that the market reforms.are a good thing or a bad. thing, or are
unsure of the reforms. The values.of HH range from 0 to 1, where 1
represents noB%mﬂo aoum ituency coherence; if the nowEmounEw P.: have
extremely small %omamm@# shares then HH tends towards 0. Thus, if there
is high degree of coherent:

e among the party’s supporters (at least in terms
of attitudes towards the free market) then HH will tend towards 1.

|
Results , _
Table 3 illustrates the results for the four parties. In the first and second -
columns are reported the indicators of electoral performance, the percentage
of seats won by the parties in the third elections, and the change in the
proportion of seats held ‘in the lower house of the legislature from the
second to the third o_momwsm“ in the third column is reported the party
constituency oowwﬂmsom mno,wm“ and finally in the fourth column is the paity
identity change coefficient) To assess the hypotheses that either external or
internal pressures compel parties to change, the Emmﬂw:m@ results from
Table 3 are portrayed in Figures 1 and 2. |

As indicated by the results in Figure 1, there appears to be considerable
correspondence between the degree to which the parties’ electoral fortunes .

declined and the extent & | hich programmatic change occurred from the

[
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) - : - TABLE 3 :
PARTY ELECTORAL PERFORMANCE, PARTY owmwzﬁmﬁ._oz. AND PARTY
PROGRAMME CHANGE :

Party % of seats

% change in Party constituenc : i
i y Correlation

sm: in seats won coherence score coefficient for

third election comparing second , : party proj ra
e and third elections T nr.m:mw s
MSZP 3471 943 - |

134/386 o o
SLD 37.17 ~1.52 ”

164/460 o “
KPRF: 3388 - 42010 |

157/450 - ” ¥
SPA 6.28 - -18.23 ’

o . 43 L 55

) FIGURE 1|
_PARTY PROGRAMME CHANGE SCORE BY CHANGE HM.Z PERCENTAGE SEATS
WON FROM $SECOND TO THIRD ELECTION .

7
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Change in percentage of seats won from mmnown to third election
12 = 6046
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: ' FIGURE 2

PARTY PROGRAMME CHANGE SCORE BY POLITICAL CONSTITUENCY
_ COHERENCE SCORE FOR FOUR PARTIES .

Party programme change score

t

.

T : ,
3 14 .5 ” .6 . iy

Political constituency coherence score

2 = 6046

I
H

initial party wuuom_.mgwh.m mo..ﬁmm.,waomnmSEm which m,%mmun.a after the third
election (R-square = .§1). However, the fit between the degree to which the

wmamm,womﬂo&. suppaort was coherent and the.degree to which the parties

changed their identitics was even better (R-square = .79). Although Waﬁ .

care must be exercised in interpreting results based on only four cases, these
results might suggest that the ‘greater the extent to which the party is
politically coherent (a feature of a- more mass-like w_maaa the less likely the'

party is to H_&Eumn. and this has a greater mun@@na_amﬂ mmmoﬂﬁmu.n_onm

electoral performance. However, since the party oomyoﬂmuom score is highly
correlated with electoral performance, it is difficult to separate out the
independent .effects of electoral performance and party coherence on the
basis of these data. Only the further analysis of ithe data from all the
successor parties will enable a more complete Hoﬁ of these contending
hypotheses.. .~ - SR A -
Figures 3 and 4 likewise illustrate the degree of w&mumm_moa the initial
programme to the @%WEEB@ which immediately” followed the third
election, although the; focus is more on the content of that change. The most
noteworthy result illustrated by Figure 3 is the general trend for all the
parties in the direction of greater emphasis on reformist themes, although
the MSZP and-the SLD are far more reformist than are either the SPA, or the

|
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CHANGE IN PR COURE 3 - | . o i FIGURE 4 . |
g O-REFORM SCORE FROM FIRST PROGRAMME TO CHANGE IN NATIONAL:PATRIOTIC SCORE FROM FIRST PROGRAMME TO
LATEST PROGRAMME o ! LATEST PROGRAMME . .
1 , _ : i }
1 i
0s{ s | ]
o 2 ‘
§ 06- 8 - Wﬁ -
2 0.6 !
B o4 g m
g T 04-
A m E
0.2 4 z
0.2
0 - , o ] . | .
DR : . T H :
P T e MszP |  KPRF -~ SDRP | SPA
Party W ” W, 4 o
| . Party i
[ First pragramme I Latest mau_.m__.::_m . :
: m, , . O I@ mwommmawﬁ . - Latest J_da_.maam
: , : . i .
KPRE. None the less, it is Interesting that the relative mmwm.wnm of themes has

SUCCEssor ﬁm&w? especially following the second-generation elections.

- First, it is quite apparent ﬁﬁ the two adaptation mg.mﬁmﬁm initially identified
. by Ziblatt do not capture; the full scope of different adaptation strategies, at
" Ieast those illustrated by the analysis of the party programmes. There are af_
Jeast four types of adaptation strategies: mationalist-socialist or populist
. iraiegfes (illustrated by fhe PDSR); the modernizationist or reformist.
_Strategy, illustrated by the which makes that party very much akin to
_the social democratic parties of Western Furope; the erthodox communist
strategy (KSCM) in_which the party_emphasizes fraditional Marxist-
“Leninist and internationalist themes; and the pational communist strategy
(KPRF) iin which the party seeks to wed traditional . Marxist-Lemnist M
themes- il ratiomalism, in a form of ‘red'and brown’ combination. ., -
~“Second, it appears that internal party organizational factors are at least
as important in explaining the change in den % o
Indeed, it appears that parties that are more politically coheérent tend o be
more resistant to change than are parties that are less coherent. This might
~ suggest that parties which are more coalitions of &mnaa groups are more

flexible in mam@ﬁ.am to new political circumstances than are parties with a

shifted even for a party considered as ‘hardline’ as is the KPRF

However, Figure 4 indicates that an even more vnowosnnmm trend for the
KPRF is in the direction of emphasizing smmonmﬁmﬁiﬁwﬁmmn themes (from
a score of .44 in 1993 to a score of -84 in 1997), The SLD also illustrates
some movement in the direction of greater emphasis on nationalist-patriotic
themes, but this shift is much less thag the shift illustrated by the KPRE On
the other hand the MSZP has purged virtuaily every reference to nationalist

:ﬁEmm .m.oE :m_.. taom_,masn.m:aﬁa,m_ﬁ:mm considerably lessened its
emphasis on nationalist themes: . .

Discussion and Conclusions

,_er.mwoé work represents an initjal attempt at owﬁmommaugm the successor
parties and identifying the sources of party EQE.@ change in post-
communist politics. However, based as they are on ozmw a limited number
of cases, the conclusions can be only preliminary at best. Nevertheless, at
least two observations can be made concerning the evolution of _Em‘

T et
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coherent political identity, although the evidence is still far too preliminary
to draw any definite conclusions concerning this relationship. To be sure,
external factors such as the degree of competition the party faces rmcm
mmwnoﬂn_ the development of the successor parties, Wﬂoénaﬁ.. at this point, all
we .,Sm: to point out is that the internal o&ﬂm%n%ﬂ% of the successor
parties are at least as important as external factors in explaining the
evolution of the former communist parties.

Although only preliminary, the above results suggest that the &\.ﬁmBman
analysis of the evolution of the identities of the communist successor parties
Tepresents a promising avenue for future inquiry. The extent to which the
communist successor parties alter their identities provides insight into how
ma:n: they have changed and 1o what extent they might act as positive forces
in the process of democratic consolidation in @o%noSBcummﬂ politics.
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APPENDIX

ISSUE DOMAINS AND THEME CODES

Domain I: Auitudes about Past
101 pro-Marx(ism), pro-Lenin(ism),
102 Soviet, Communism
103 anti-Marx(ism), anti-Lenin{ism),
104 contralled/planned cconomy '
105 nationalization

Domain 2: Externat Relations with West
201 foreign contact with Europe, west or world, neutral
202 military

mcumc_.&muno_zmnaix__ Cmmw.mo&a,czmc?ngm» (for Euwm with Bastern Europe,
" CMEa

Domain 3: Political Strncture
301 freedom, potitical and human rights ,
302 social democraey, sacial democratic, democratic socialism |
303 government decentialization and local autonomy :
304 current gavernment efficiency and inefficienc
305 current government corruption
306 current government effectiveness

Domain 4: Evaluations of Current Economic Sitvation
401 enterprise : ,
402 private property/privatization o
403 incentives ; ' . '




