Study guide for final exam

Law and society in the U.S. (JMM016) 
The test will be composed of three parts.

Part I. (10%)
You will be asked to provide a legal definition of 10 terms used in the U.S. An updated version of the list of key terms and definitions is available on the course website in SIS. If the short definition is unclear, use the internet to clarify it. (1 term – 1 point)
Part II. (16%)
a) You will be asked to shortly comment on mandatory course readings and the subsequent class discussions (4 questions, each for 2 points) 

Questions could look like the following: 

· On what legal doctrine is the U.S. Declaration of Independence based? Why does it matter today?

· What is the „interstate commerce clause“ in the U.S. Constitution and why is it so important?

· Name at least 3 Amendments to U.S. Constitution and describe their significance.

· What is Charles Beard’s interpretation of the origins of the U.S. Constitution? Do you agree with him?
· What was the prevalent link between law and economics throughout the 19th century?

· How did the views of the Supreme court change concerning the rights of minorities? How would you explain that?

· Why did the body of law greatly increase throughout the 20th century?

· Describe main landmarks in the Civil Rights movement from a legal perspective

· What were the principal driving forces behind the huge increases in legal regulations in the 20th century? 

· How are Supreme Court justices appointed?

· What does Oliver W. Holmes think about the relationship between law and morality in his Path of the Law?

· What are some of the challenges facing current criminal justice system in the U.S.?

· What are some reasons why innocent people might end up in jail in the U.S.? What could be done to prevent it?

· Why is there a strong movement for tort reform in the U.S.?

· What are some of the arguments for preserving the current tort system in the U.S.?

· What is a class action lawsuit? How can it be used against managers of big corporations?

· What is the intellectual basis of conservative Supreme Court Justices appointed since 1980s?

· Why are some judges in the U.S. elected by voters? What are the advantages and disadvantages of such as system?

· What are Michael Sandel's arguments in favor or against affirmative action? 

· In what ways does international law limit U.S. legal system? How does WTO infringe on U.S. sovereignty? 

Part III. (14%)
Essay question
You will be able to choose one from three available topics. You should try to thoroughly answer the problem, providing relevant arguments and specific examples when necessary. Sample topics might look like the following: 

· If you had the power to change three existing legal norms within the U.S. legal system or enact three new ones, what would you choose and why? 

· Why is a legal system relevant for a proper functioning of national economy? Do you think the U.S. legal system is business friendly or not? Provide specific arguments for your statements.

· „The Supreme Court should be abolished, as all important decisions should be made by the people through their selected representatives in Congress.“ Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Provide robust argumentation supporting your claim.

· „All judges should be elected directly by the people, as deciding cases is inherently a political act.“ Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Provide robust argumentation supporting your claim.

· "The U.S. legal system as a whole is too complex and complicated, which limits the economic potential of the country. Efforts should be made to dramatically decrease the number of existing norms and complexity of procedures." Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Provide robust argumentation supporting your claim.
