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Abstract

How to Preserve and Use Jeju Language

Kim, Soon-Ja*

Jeju language is traditional language delivering thoughts and feelings of
Jeju people but it is endangered nowadays. So academia, administrative
agencies, civic organizations, scholars and other interested citizens engage in
various preservation projects of Jeju language. However, there are not enough
alternatives conserving Jeju language entirely.

UNESCO categorized Jeju language and KORO India language as critically
endangered language which is fourth degree out of five in December 8, 2010.
After UNESCO's decision, administrative agencies decided to establish “Jeju
language Institute’ and educational authorities implements a policy on Jeju
language education. Newspapers and broadcasting also expand their air time
and articles. More Jeju language is used for the names of goods and shops.
However, we still need more support.

It is important to take a systematic approach in preserving Jeju language
and keep educating people Jeju language as a part of life. For this, Jeju
language teacher and researcher training is needed. First of all, ‘Jeju language
funding’ is need to be found to raise teachers and researchers. Jeju language
preservation is the task for the government of Jeju Special Self-governing
Province, educational authorities and even all of us.

% Jeju National University, Center for Korean Language and Culture
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