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PART TII \ THE LATER TWENTIETH CENTURY

where the sight of the cells made a painful impres-
sion on him. He asked to interrogate all the patients.
From most, he received only insults and obscene
apostrophes. It was useless to prolong the interview.
Turning to Pinel: ‘Now, citizen, are you mad yourself
to seek to unchain such beasts?” Pinel replied calmly:
‘Citizen, I am convinced that these madmen are so
intractable only because they have been deprived of
air and liberty”

“Well, do as you like with them, but I fear you
may become the victim of your own presumption’
Whereupon, Couthon was taken to his carriage. His
departure was a relief; everyone breathed again; the
great philanthropist immediately set to work.”?

These are images, at least insofar as each of the sto-
ries derives the essence of its power from imaginary
forms: the patriarchal calm of Tuke’s home, where
the heart’s passions and the mind’s disorders slowly
subside; the lucid firmness of Pinel, who masters in a
word and a gesture the two animal frenzies that roar
against him as they hunt him down; and the wisdom
that could distinguish, between the raving madman
and the bloodthirsty member of the Convention,
which was the true danger: images that will carry
far—to our own day-—their weight of legend.

The legends of Pinel and Tuke transmit mythical
values, which nineteenth-century psychiatry would
accept as obvious in nature. But beneath the myths
themselves, there was an operation, or rather a series
of operations, which silently organized the world of
the asylum, the methods of cure, and at the same time
the concrete experience of madness.

Tuke’s gesture, first of all. Because it is contempo-
rary with Pinel’s, because he is known to have been
borne along by a whole current of “philanthropy,”
this gesture is regarded as an act of “liberation.” The
truth was quite different:“there has also been particular
occasion to observe the great loss, which individuals of
our society have sustained, by being put under the care
of those who are not only strangers to our principles,
but by whom they are frequently mixed with other
patients, who may indulge themselves in ill language,
and other exceptionable practices. This often seems to

2. Scipion Pinel, Tiaité complet du régime sanitaire des aliénés
(Paris, 1836}, p. 56.
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leave an unprofitable effect upon the patients’ minds
after they are restored to the use of their reason, alien-
ating them from those religious attachments which
they had before experienced; and sometimes, even
corrupting them with vicious habits to which they
had been strangers.”® The Retreat would serve as an
instrument of segregation: a moral and religious segre-
gation which sought to reconstruct around madness.a
milieu as much as possible like that of the Community
of Quakers. And this for two reasons: first, the sight of
evil is for every sensitive soul the cause of suffering, the
origin of all those strong and untoward passions such as
horror, hate, and disgust which engender or perpetuate
madness: “It was thought, very justly, that the indis-
criminate mixture, which must occur in large public
establishments, of persons of opposite religious senti-
ments and practices; of the profligate and the virtuous;
the profane and the serious; was calculated to check the
progress of returning reason, and to fix, still deeper, the
melancholy and misanthropic train of ideas”* But the
principal reason lies elsewhere: it is that religion can
play the double role of nature and of rule, since it has
assumed the depth of nature in ancestral habit, in edu-
cation, in everyday exercise, and since 1t is at the same
time a constant principle of coercion. It is both spon-
taneity and constraint, and to this degree it controls
the only forces that can, in reason’s eclipse, counterbal-
ance the measureless violence of madness; its precepts;
“where these have been strongly imbued in early life
... become little less than principles of our nature; and

their restraining power is frequently felt, even under
the delirious excitement of insanity. To encourage the
influence of religious principles over the mind of the

insane is considered of great consequence, as a means
of cure.”® In the dialectic of insanity, where reason
hides without abolishing itself, religion constitutes the
concrete form of what cannot go mad; it bears what
is invincible in reason; it bears what subsists beneath
madness as quasi-nature and around it as the constant
solicitation of a milieu “where, during lucid intervals,
or the state of convalescence, the patient might enjoy

3. Sarnuel Tuke, Description of the Retreat, an Institution near York
for Insane Persons of the Society of Friends (York, 1813), p. 50.

4.1bid., p. 23.

5.1bid., p. 121.
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PART III \\ THELATER TWENTIETH CENTURY

‘We must therefore reevaluate the meanings assigned
to Tuke’s work: liberation of the insane, abolition of
constraint, constitution of a human milieu—these are
only justifications. The real operations were different.
In fact, Tuke created an asylum where he substituted
for the free terror of madness the stifling anguish of
responsibility; fear no longer reigned on the other
side of the prison gates, it now raged under the seals
of conscience. Tuke now transferred the age-old ter-
rors in which the insane had been trapped to the very
heart of madness. The asylum no longer punished the
madman’s guilt, it is true; but it did more, it organized
that guilt; it organized it for the madman as a con-
sciousness of himself, and as a nonreciprocal relation
to the keeper; it organized it for the man of reason
as an awareness of the other, a therapeutic interven-
tion in the madman’s existence. In other words, by this
guilt the madman became an object of punishment
always vulnerable to himself and to the other; and,
from the acknowledgment of his status as object, from
the awareness of his guilt, the madman was to return
to his awareness of himself as a free and responsible
subject, and consequently to reason. This movement
by which, objectifying himself for the other, the mad-
man thus returned to his liberty, was to be found as
much in Work as in Observation. [...]

Pinel advocates no religious segregation. Or rather,
a segregation that functions in the opposite direction
from that practiced by Tuke. The benefits of the reno-
vated asylum were offered to all, or almost all, except
the fanatics “who believe themselves inspired and
seek to make converts” Bicétre and La Salpétriére,
according to Pinel’s intention, form a complementary
figure to the Retreat.

Religion must not be the moral substratum of life
in the asylum, but purely and simply a medical object:
“Religious opinions in a hospital for the insane must
be considered only in a strictly medical relation, that
15, one must set aside all other considerations of pub-
lic worship and political belief, and investigate only
whether it is necessary to oppose the exaltation of
ideas and feelings that may originate in this source, in
order to effect the cure of certain alienated minds.” A

7. Philippe Pinel, Tiaité médico-philosophique sur Ualiénation
mentale (Paris, 1801), p. 265.
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source of strong emotions and terrifying images which
it arouses through fears of the Beyond, Catholicism fre-
quently provokes madness; it generates delirious beliefs,
entertains hallucinations, leads men to despair and to
melancholia. We must not be surprised if, “examin=
ing the registers of the insane asylum at Bicétre, we
find inscribed there many priests and monks, as well as
country people maddened by a frightening picture of
the future” Still less surprising is it to see the number
of religious madnesses vary. Under the Old Regime
and during the Revolution, the strength of supersti-
tious beliefs, or the violence of the struggles in which
the Republic opposed the Catholic Church, multiplied
melancholias of religious origin. With the return of
peace, the Concordat having erased the struggles, these
forms of delirium disappeared; in the Year X, fifty per-
cent of the melancholies in Bicétre were suffering from
religious madness, thirty-three percent the following
year, and only eighteen percent in the Year XII. The
asylum must thus be freed from religion and from all its
iconographic connections; “melancholies by devotion”
must not be allowed their pious books; experience
“teaches that this is the surest means of perpetuating
insanity or even of making it incurable, and the more
such permission is granted, the less we manage to calm
anxiety and scruples.” Nothing takes us further from
Tuke and his dreams of a religious community that
would at the same time be a privileged site of mental
cures, than this notion of a neutralized asylum, puri-
fied of those images and passions to which Christianity
gave birth and which made the mind wander toward
illusion, toward terror, and soon toward delirium and
hallucinations.

But Pinel’s problem was to reduce the icono-
graphic forms, not the moral content of religion.
Once “filtered,” religion possesses a disalienating
power that dissipates the images, calms the passions,
and restores man to what is most immediate and
essential: it can bring him closer to his moral truth.
And it is here that religion is often capable of effect-
ing cures. Pinel relates several Voltairean stories. One,
for example, of a woman of twenty-five, “of strong
constitution, united in wedlock to a weak and deli-
cate man”’; she suffered “quite violent fits of hysteria,

imagining she was possessed by a demon who fol-

lowed her in different shapes, sometimes emitting
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PART III \\ THELATERTWENTIETH CENTURY

That, according to my daily notes, is the most fertile
source of the insanity we treat in the hospitals.”

In one and the same movement, the asylum
becomes, in Pinel’s hands, an instrument of moral
uniformity and of social denunciation. The problem
is to impose, in a universal form, a morality that will
prevail from within upon those who are strangers to it
and in whom insanity is already present before it has
made itself manifest. In the first case, the asylum must
act as an awakening and a reminder, invoking a for-
gotten nature; in the second, it must act by means of
a social shift in order to snatch the individual from his
condition. The operation as practiced at the Retreat
was still simple: religious segregation for purposes
of moral purification. The operation as practiced by
Pinel was relatively complex: to effect moral synthe-
ses, assuring an ethical continuity between the world
of madness and the world of reason, but by practicing
a social segregation that would guarantee bourgeois
morality a universality of fact and permit it to be
imposed as a law upon all forms of insanity.

In the classical period, indigence, laziness, vice,
and madness mingled in an equal guilt within unrea~
son; madmen were caught in the great confinement
of poverty and unemployment, but all had been

promoted, in the proximity of transgression, to the

essence of a Fall. Now madness belonged to social
failure, which appeared without distinction as its
cause, model, and limit. Half a century later, mental
disease would become degeneracy. Henceforth, the
essential madness, and the really dangerous one, was
that which rose from the lower depths of society.
Pinel’s asylum would never be, as a retreat from the
world, a space of nature and immediate truth like Tuke’s,
but a uniform domain of legislation, a site of moral
syntheses where insanities born on the outer limits of
society were eliminated. The entire life of the inmates,
and the entire conduct of their keepers and doctors,
were organized by Pinel so that these moral syntheses
would function. And this by three principal means:

1. Silence. The fifth chained prisoner released by Pinel
was a former ecclesiastic whose madness had caused
him to be excommunicated; suffering from delusions

—— e

9. Tbid., pp. 29-30.
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of grandeur, he believed he was Christ; this was
“the height of human arrogance in delirium.” Sent
to Bicétre in 1782, he had been in chains for twelve
years. For the pride of his bearing, the grandiloquence
of his ideas, he was one of the most celebrated specta-
cles of the entire hospital, but as he knew that he was
reliving Christ’s Passion, “he endured with patience
this long martyrdom and the continual sarcasms his
mania exposed him to” Pinel chose him as one of the
first twelve to be released, though his delirium was
still acute. But Pinel did not treat him as he did the
others; without a word, he had his chains struck off,
and “ordered expressly that everyone imitate his own
reserve and not address a word to this poor madman.
This prohibition, which was rigorously observed,
produced upon this self-intoxicated creature an effect
much more perceptible than irons and the dungeon;
he felt humiliated in an abandon and an isolation
so new to him amid his freedom. Finally, after long
hesitations, they saw him come of his own accord to
join the society of the other patients; henceforth, he
returned to more sensible and true ideas!
Deliverance here has a paradoxical meaning. The
dungeon, the chains, the continual spectacle, the sar=
casms were, to the sufferer in his delirium, the very
element of his liberty. Acknowledged in that very fact
and fascinated from without by so much complicity,
he could not be dislodged from his immediate truth.
But the chains that fell, the indifference and silence
of all those around him, confined him in the limited
use of an empty liberty; he was delivered in silence' to
a truth which was not acknowledged and which he
would demonstrate in vain, since he was no longer a
spectacle, and from which he could derive no exal-
tation, since he was not even humiliated. It was the
man himself, not his projection in a delirium, who
was now humiliated: for physical constraint yielded
to a liberty that constantly touched the limits of soli-
tude: the dialogue of delirium and insult gave way to
a monologue in a language which exhausted itself in
the silence of others; the entire show of presumption
and outrage was replaced by indifference. Henceforth,
more genuinely confined than he could have been
in a dungeon and chains, a prisoner of nothing but

—

10. Pinel, Traité, p. 63.
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PART III \\ THELATERTWENTIETH CENTURY

pretensions, showed him another madman who had
also been long convinced that he possessed supreme
power and had become an object of mockery. At
first the maniac felt shaken, soon he cast doubts
upon his title of sovereign, and finally he came to
realize his chimerical vagaries. It was in two weeks
that this unexpected moral revolution took place, and
after several months of tests, this worthy father was
restored to his family”"'? This, then, is the phase of
abasement: presumptuously identified with the object
of his delirium, the madman recognizes himself as in
a mirror in this madness whose absurd pretensions he
has denounced; his solid sovereignty as a subject dis-
solves in this object he has demystified by accepting
it. He 1s now pitilessly observed by himself. And in
the silence of those who represent reason, and who
have done nothing but hold up the perilous mirror,
he recognizes himself as objectively mad.

We have seen by what means—and by what mys-
tifications—eighteenth-century therapeutics tried
to persuade the madman of his madness in order
to release him from it. Here the movement is of an
entirely different nature; it is not a question of dis-
sipating error by the impressive spectacle of a truth,

even a pretended truth; but of treating madness in its

arrogance rather than in its aberration. The classical
mind condemned in madness a certain blindness to
the truth; from Pinel on, madness would be regarded,
rather, as an impulse from the depths which exceeds
the juridical limits of the individual, ignores the moral
limits fixed for him, and tends to an apotheosis of
the self. For the nineteenth century, the initial model
of madness would be to believe oneself to be God,
while for the preceding centuries it had been to deny
God.Thus madness, in the spectacle of itself as unrea-
son humiliated, was able to find its salvation when,
imprisoned in the absolute subjectivity of its delirium,
it surprised the absurd and objective image of that
delirium in the identical madman. Truth insinuated
itself, as if by surprise (and not by violence, in the
eighteenth-century mode), in this play of recipro-
cal observations where it never saw anything but
itself. But the asylum, in this community of madmen,
placed the mirrors in such a way that the madman,

12. Pinel, Traité, p. 256.

400

when all was said and done, inevitably surprised him-
self, despite himself, as a madman. Freed from the
chains that made it a purely observed object, madness
lost, paradoxically, the essence of its liberty, which was
solitary exaltation; it became responsible for what it
knew of'its truth; it imprisoned itself in an infinitely
self-referring observation; it was finally chained to the
humiliation of being its own object. Awareness was
now linked to the shame of being identical to that
other, of being compromised in him, and of already
despising oneself before being able to recognize or to
know oneself.

3. Perpetual Judgment. By this play of mirrors, as
by silence, madness is ceaselessly called upon to
judge itself. But beyond this, it is at every moment
judged from without; judged not by moral orsci-
entific conscience, but by a sort of invisible tribunal
in permanent session. The asylum Pinel dreamed of
and partly realized at Bicétre, but especially at La
Salpétriére, is a juridical microcosm. To be efficacious,
this judgment must be redoubtable in aspect; all the
iconographic apanage of the judge and the execu=
tioner must be present in the mind of the madman,
so that he understands what universe of judgment he
now belongs to. The decor of justice, in all its terror
and implacability, will thus be part of the treatmeént.
Onmne of the inmates at Bicétre suffered from a reli-
gious delirium animated by a fear of hell; he believed
that the only way he could escape eternal dammna=
tion was by rigorous abstinence. It was necessary to
compensate this fear of a remote justice by the pres-
ence of a more immediate and still more redoubtable
one: “Could the irresistible curse of his sinister ideas
be. counterbalanced other than by the impression of
a strong and deep fear?” One evening, the director
came to the patient’s door “with matter likely to pro-
duce fear—an angry eye, a thundering tone of voice,
a group of staff armed with strong chains that they
shook noisily. They set some soup beside the madman
and gave him precise orders to eat it during the night,
or else suffer the most cruel treatment. They retired,
and left the madman in the most distressed state of
indecision between the punishment with which he
was threatened and the frightening prospect of the
torments in the life to come. After an inner combat
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PART III \\ THELATER TWENTIETH CENTURY

But confinement and the dungeon will be equally
obligatory for “those who cannot be subjected to
the general law of work and who, in malicious activ-
ity, enjoy tormenting the other inmates, provoking
and ceaselessly inciting them to subjects of discord,”
and for women “who during their seizures have an
irresistible propensity to steal anything they can lay
their hands on.” Disobedience by religious fanaticismn,
resistance to work, and theft, the three great trans-
gressions against bourgeois society, the three major
offenses against its essential values, are not excusable,
even by madness; they deserve imprisonment pure
and simple, exclusion in the most rigorous sense of
the term, since they all manifest the same resistance to
the moral and social uniformity that forms the raison
d’étre of Pinel’s asylum.

Formerly, unreason was set outside of judgment,
to be delivered, arbitrarily, to the powers of reason.
Now it is judged, and not only upon entering the
asylum, in order to be recognized, classified, and made
innocent forever; it is caught, on the contrary, in a
perpetual judgment, which never ceases to pursue it
and to apply sanctions, to proclaim its transgressions,
to require honorable amends, to exclude, finally, those
whose transgressions risk compromising the social
order. Madness escaped from the arbitrary only in
order to enter a kind of endless trial for which the
asylum furnished simultaneously police, magistrates,
and torturers; a trial whereby any transgression in life,
by a virtue proper to life in the asylum, becomes a
social crime, observed, condemned, and punished; a
trial which has no outcome but in a perpetual recom-
mencement 1n the internalized form of remorse. The
madmen “delivered” by Pinel and, after him, the mad-
men of modern confinement are under arraignment;
if they have the privilege of no longer being associ-
ated or identified with convicts, they are condemned,
at every moment, to be subject to an accusation
whose text is never given, for it is their entire life in
the asylum which constitutes it. The asylum of the
age of positivism, which it is Pinel’s glory to have
founded, is not a free realm of observation, diagno-
sis, and therapeutics; it is a juridical space where one
is accused, judged, and condemned, and from which
one is never released except by the version of this trial
in psychological depth—that is, by remorse. Madness
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will be punished in the asylum, even if it is innocent
outside of it. For a long time to come, and until: our
own day at least, it is imprisoned in a moral world;

To silence, to recognition in the mirror, to perpet-
ual judgment, we must add a fourth structure peculiar
to the world of the asylum as it was constituted at the
end of the eighteenth century: this is the apotheosis
of the medical personage. Of them all, it is doubtless the
most important, since it would authorize not only
new contacts between doctor and patient, but a new
relation between insanity and medical thought, and
ultimately command the whole modern experience
of madness. Hitherto, we find in the asylums only the
same structures of confinement, but displaced and
deformed. With the new status of the medical person-
age, the deepest meaning of confinement is abolished:
mental disease, with the meanings we now give it; is
made possible.

The work of Tuke and of Pinel, whose spirit and
values are so different, meet in this transformation of
the medical personage. The physician, as we have seen,
played no part in the life of confinement. Now he
becomes the essential figure of the asylum. He is in
charge of entry. The ruling at the Retreat is precise:
“On the admission of patients, the committee should,
in general, require a certificate signed by a medi-
cal person. ... It should also be stated whether the
patient is afflicted with any complaint independent of
insanity. It is also desirable that some account should
be sent, how long the patient has been disordered:
whether any, or what sort of medical means have
been used”’™ From the end of the eighteenth century,
the medical certificate becomes almost obligatory for
the confinement of madmen. But within the asylum
itself, the doctor takes a preponderant place, insofar
as he converts it into a medical space. However, and
this is the essential point, the doctor’ intervention is
not made by virtue of a medical skill or power that
he possesses in himself and that would be justified by
a body of objective knowledge. It is not as a scientist
that homo medicus has authority in the asylum, but as
a wise man. If the medical profession is required, it is
as a juridical and moral guarantee, not in the name
of science. A man of great probity, of utter virtue and

15. Cited in Tuke, Description of Retreat, pp. §9-90.
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PART III \ THELATERTWENTIETH CENTURY

girl she would henceforth be treated with all the
severity she deserved, for she herself was opposed to
her cure and dissimulated with insurmountable obsti-
nacy the basic cause of her illness.”” Through this new
rigor and these threats, the sick girl felt “profoundly
moved . ..she ended by acknowledging her wrongs
and making a frank confession that she had suffered
a loss of reason as the result of a forbidden roman-
tic attachment, naming the person who had been its
object.” After this first confession, the cure became
easy:“a most favorable alteration occurred .. . she was
henceforth soothed and could not sufficiently express
her gratitude toward the keeper who had brought an
end to her continual agitation, and had restored tran-
quillity and calm to her heart” There is not a moment
of the story that could not be transcribed in psycho-
analytic terms. To such a degree was it true that the
medical personage, according to Pinel, had to act not
as the result of an objective definition of the disease
or a specific classifying diagnosis, but by relying on
that prestige which envelops the secrets of the Family,
of Authority, of Punishment, and of Love; it is by
bringing such powers into play, by wearing the mask
of Father and of Judge, that the physician, by one of
those abrupt shortcuts that leave aside mere medical
competence, became the almost magic perpetrator of
the cure, and assumed the aspect of a thaumaturge;
it was enough that he observed and spoke, to cause
secret faults to appear, insane presumptions to vanish,
and madness at last to yield to reason. His presence
and his words were gifted with that power of disalien-
ation, which at one blow revealed the transgression
and restored the order of morality.

It is a curious paradox to see medical practice enter
the uncertain domain of the quasi-miraculous at the
very moment when the knowledge of mental illness
tries to assume a positive meaning. On the one hand,
madness puts itself at a distance in an objective field

where the threats of unreason disappear; but at this

same moment, the madman tends to form with the
doctor, in an unbroken unity, a “couple” whose com-
plicity dates back to very old links. Life in the asylum
as Tuke and Pinel constituted it permitted the birth
of that delicate structure which would become the
essential nucleus of madness—a structure that formed
a kind of microcosm in which were symbolized the
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massive structures of bourgeois society and its val=
ues: Family-Child relations, centered on the theme
of paternal authority; Transgression-Punishment rela-
tions, centered on the theme of immediate justice;
Madness-Disorder relations, centered on the theme
of social and moral order. It is from these that the
physician derives his power to cure; and it is to the
degree that the patient finds himself, by so many
old links, already alienated in the doctor, within the
doctor-patient couple, that the doctor has the almost
miraculous power to cure him.

In the time of Pinel and Tuke, this power had
nothing extraordinary about it; it was explained and
demonstrated in the efficacy, simply, of moral behav=
ior; it was no more mysterious than the power of
the eighteenth-century doctor when he diluted flu-
ids or relaxed fibers. But very soon the meaning of
this moral practice escaped the physician, to the very
extent that he enclosed his knowledge in the norms
of positivism: from the beginning of the nineteenth
century, the psychiatrist no longer quite knew what
was the nature of the power he had inherited from
the great reformers, and whose efficacy seemed so
foreign to his idea of mental illness and to the practice
of all other doctors.

This psychiatric practice, mysterious even to those
who used it, is very important in the situation of the
madman within the medical world. First, because
medicine of the mind for the first time in the history
of Western science was to assume almost complete
autonomy: from the time of the Greeks, it had been
no more than a chapter of medicine, and we have
seen Willis study madness under the rubric “diseases
of the head”;® after Pinel and Tuke, psychiatry would
become a medicine of a particular style: those most
eager to discover the origin of madness in organic
causes or in hereditary dispositions would not be able
to avoid this style. They would be all the more unable
to avoid it in that this particular style—bringing
into play increasingly obscure moral powers—would
originally be a sort of bad conscience; they would
increasingly confine themselves in positivism, the
more they felt their practice slipping out of it.

18. Ed.: A discussion of Thomas Willis’s work appears earlier
in Foucault’s Madness and Civilization.
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PART III \\ THELATER TWENTIETH CENTURY

abolished silence and observation; he eliminated mad-
ness’s recognition of itself in the mirror of its own
spectacle; he silenced the instances of condemnation.
But, on the other hand, he exploited the structure
that enveloped the medical personage; he amplified
its thaumaturgical virtues, preparing for its omnipo-
tence a quasi-divine status. He focused on this single
presence—concealed behind the patient and above
him, in an absence that is also a total presence—all
the powers that had been distributed in the collective
existence of the asylum; he transformed this into an
absolute Observation, a pure and circumspect Silence,
a Judge who punishes and rewards in a judgment that
does not even condescend to language; he made it
the Mirror in which madness, in an almost motionless
movement, clings to and casts off itself.

To the doctor, Freud transferred all the structures
Pinel and Tuke had set up within confinement. He did
deliver the patient from the existence of the asylum
within which his “liberators” had alienated him; but
he did not deliver him from what was essential in this
existence; he regrouped its powers, extended them to
the maximum by uniting them in the doctor’s hands;
he created the psychoanalytic situation where, by an
inspired short-circuit, alienation becomes disalienat-
ing because, in the doctor, it becomes a subject.

The doctor, as an alienating figure, remains the key
to psychoanalysis. It is perhaps because it did not sup-
press this ultimate structure, and because it referred all
the others to it, that psychoanalysis has not been able,
will not be able, to hear the voices of unreason, nor
to decipher in themselves the signs of the madman.
Psychoanalysis can unravel some of the forms of mad-
ness; it remains a stranger to the sovereign enterprise
of unreason. It can neither liberate nor transcribe,
nor most certainly explain, what is essential in this
enterprise.

Since the end of the eighteenth century, the life
of unreason no longer manifests itself except in the
lightning flash of such works as those of Hélderlin, of
Nerval, of Nietzsche, or of Artaud—forever irreduc-
ible to those alienations that can be cured, resisting
by their own strength that gigantic moral imprison-
ment which we are in the habit of calling, doubtless
by antiphrasis, the liberation of the insane by Pinel
and Tuke.
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Questions

. What does this selection have to do with the
history of anthropological theory?

. According to Foucault, why have conceptualiza-
tions of madness changed over time?

. If you have seen the 1975 movie One Flew over
the Cuckoo’s Nest, or read the 1962 novel of the
same name by Ken Kesey, do you think that this
story fits within Foucault’s theoretical framework?
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