THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE POST-SOVIET SPACE
Emil Souleimanov – Jan Šír 
Room J2081, Wednesday 14.00-15.20
The course provides an introduction to the geopolitics of the vast areas which used before 1991 to be part of the Soviet Union. In the first, rather theoretical part it familiarizes the students with the key geopolitical terms and concepts. These are in the second part exemplified through selected case studies of contemporary issues and developments which have transregional significance. 
A. COURSE DESIGN 
1. Introduction to the Course (Souleimanov, Šír, 19 Feb) 
2. Understanding Geopolitics (Souleimanov, 26 Feb)

3. EU’s Eastern Partnership and the Post-Soviet Space (Šír, 6 Mar) 

4. The Struggle for the Arctic (Šír, 12 Mar)
5. The Caucasus as an Emerging Energy Corridor (Souleimanov, 19 Mar) 
6. The Turco-Armenian Relations and Regional Security (Souleimanov, 26 Mar)
7. Iran’s Azerbaijani Minority and Beyond (Souleimanov, 2 Apr) 
8. A Genealogy of Islamist Insurgency in the North Caucasus (Souleimanov, 9 Apr)
9. Drug Trafficking in Afghanistan and Central Asia (Šír, 16 Apr) 
10. Water Conflicts in Central Asia (Šír, 23 Apr)

11. The Northern Distribution Network (Šír, 30 Apr)  
B. READING ASSIGNMENT  
1. Introduction to the Course  - the syllabus 
2. Understanding Geopolitics 
· Colin Flint, Introduction to Geopolitics (London: Rotledge, 2006), pp. 1-28. Available online at:  frenndw.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/geopolitics-introduction.pdf  
· Saul B. Cohen, Geopolitics: The Geography of International Relations (London: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2009), chapter III. 
· Samuel P Huntington, “The clash of civilizations?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 72, No 3 (Summer 1993), pp. 22-49.
3. The Post-Soviet Space as a Geopolitical Phenomenon 
· Halford John Mackinder, “The Geographical Pivot of History”, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 23, No. 4 (April 1904), pp. 421-437.

· Zbigniew Brzezinski, The grand chessboard: American primacy and its geostrategic imperatives (New York: Basic Books, 1998), the chapter The Eurasian Balkans, pp. 123-150.
· John O’Loughlin and Paul F. Talbot, Where in the World is Russia? Geopolitical Perceptions and Preferences of Ordinary Russians, Eurasian Geography and Economics (2005), Vol. 46, No. 1, pp. 23-50.

4. EU’s Eastern Partnership and the Post-Soviet Space 
· Jakub Kulhanek, The Fundamentals of Russia's EU Policy, Problems of Post-Communism, Vol. 57, No. 5 (September-October 2010), pp. 51-63.

· Taras Kuzio, “Strident, Ambiguous, and Duplicitous: Ukraine and the 2008 Russia-Georgia War,” Demokratizatsiya 17, No. 4 (Fall 2009), pp. 350-372.

· Stephen F. Larrabee, "Russia, Ukraine and Central Europe: The Return of Geopolitics," The Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 63, No. 2 (Spring 2010), pp. 33-52.

5. Struggle for the Arctic 
· Scott Borgerson, “Arctic Meltdown: The Economic and Security: Implications of Global Warming,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 87, No. 2 (March/April 2008), 63-77. 
· Caitlyn L. Antrim, “The Next Geographical Pivot: The Russian Arctic in the Twenty-first Century,” Naval War College Review 63, 3 (Summer 2010), pp. 15-37.

· Miaojia Liu & Jacob Kronbak, “The potential economic viability of using the Northern Sea Route (NSR) as an alternative route between Asia and Europe,” Journal of Transport Geography 18 (2010): 434–444.

6. The Caucasus as an Emerging Energy Corridor 
· Svante E. Cornell, Vladimir Socor, Mamuka Tsereteli; "Geostrategic Implications of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline", in: Svante Cornell, Frederick Starr (eds.), The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline: Oil WIndow to the West, The Central Asia-Caucasus Institute & Silk Road Studies Program Paper (2005), pp. 17-38.
· Svante E. Cornell, “Pipeline Power: The War in Georgia and the Future of the Caucasian Energy Corridor,” Georgetown Journal of International Affairs (Winter/Spring 2009), pp. 131-139. 

7. The Turco-Armenian Relations and Regional Security 
· Emil Souleimanov, Maya Ehrmann, The (Non)Recognition of Armenian Genocide and Its Political Implications, Politique étrangère (forthcoming 2012).   
· Ruben Safrastyan, Armenian-Turkish Relations: From Interstate Dispute to Neighborliness, CEU Paper 2003/2004. 
· Aybars Görgülü, Turkey-Armenia Relations: A Vicious Circle, TESEV Paper, November  2008. 

8. Iran’s Azerbaijani Minority and Beyond 
· Emil Souleimanov and Ondřej Ditrych. "Iran and Azerbaijan: A Contested Neighborhood," Middle East Policy, Vol. 14, no. 2 (2007), pp. 101-116. 
· Emil Souleimanov, „Iranian Azerbaijan: The Brewing Hotspot of Future Separatism?“ The Central Asia-Caucasus Institute Analyst, October 27, 2010. 
· Emil Souleimanov, „Concerns over Urmia Lake Boost Nationalism among Azerbaijanis in Iran“, The Central Asia-Caucasus Institute Analyst, October 5, 2011. 
9. A Genealogy of Islamist Insurgency in the North Caucasus
Emil Souleimanov, „The Caucasus Emirate: Genealogy of an Islamist Insurgency,“ Middle East Policy, Vol. 18, No 4 (2012), pp. 155-168, http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/caucasus-emirate-genealogy-islamist-insurgency 
Svante E. Cornell, „The 'Afghanization of the North Caucasus: Causes and Implications of a Changing Conflict,“ in Stephen Blank, ed. Russia's Homegrown Insurgency: Jihad in the North Caucasus, Strategic Studies Institute Monograph, US Army War College: Carlisle Barracks, PA, 2012, chapter 3:

 http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/PUB1116.pdf 
10. Drug Trafficking in Afghanistan and Central Asia 
· Svante Cornell, “Narcotics and Armed Conflict: Interaction and Implications,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, Vol. 30, No 3 (2007), pp. 207–227.

· Saltanat Berdikeeva, “Organized Crime in Central Asia: A Threat Assessment,” China and Eurasia Forum Quarterly, Vol. 7, No. 2 (2009), pp. 75-100.

· Dmitri Trenin and Alexei Malashenko, Afghanistan: A View from Moscow (Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2010). 
11. Water Conflicts in Central Asia 
· Stephen Blank, “Energy and Environment Issues in Central Asia’s Security Agenda,” China and Eurasia Forum Quarterly, Vol. 8, No. 2 (2010), pp. 65-107

· Teresita Cruz-del Rosario, “Risky riparianism: cooperative water governance in Central Asia,” Australian Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 63, No. 3 (September 2009), pp. 404-415.

· Jeremy Allouche, “The Governance of Central Asian Waters: National Interests Versus Regional Cooperation,” Disarmament Forum, No. 4 (2007), pp. 45-56.

12. The Northern Distribution Network 
· Andrew C. Kuchins and Thomas Sanderson, The Northern Distribution Network and Afghanistan: Geopolitical Challenges and Opportunities. A Report of the CSIS Transnational Threats Project and the Russia and Eurasia Program (Washington, DC: CSIS, January 2010).

· S. Frederick Starr and Andrew C. Kuchins, The Key to Success in Afghanistan: A Modern Silk Road Strategy (Washington DC: CACI & Silk Road Studies Program, May 2010).
C REQUIREMENTS 
1) Attendance is mandatory as the course is designed as a seminar where substantial student participation is needed. 
2) For each class, a position paper of around 300 words should be submitted to either lecturer (depending on who is in charge of particular class) on the day of class. Position papers should summarize readings for particular class. No later submissions are accepted. 
3) To the 10th week’s class, a final paper of around 2000 words should be submitted to the lecturers. 
4) A 30-minute presentation must be delivered by every student. 1-2 page handouts featuring the main points of the presentation should be delivered in class before the beginning of each presentation. Presentations should be analytical instead of descriptive. 

5) Active class participation – 20%, position papers – 20%, presentation – 30%, final paper - 30%.  

