What is Plagiarism?
Citation Policy for Papers in Turnau’s Classes
In the past during my courses at AAU and Charles, I have had to deal with students who have committed plagiarism.  Many times they do not realize how serious an offence it is.  Other times I have gotten the feeling that they don’t really understand what plagiarism is.  This is a guideline to help you understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it (and believe me, in my classes, you will want to avoid it).

Webster’s New World Dictionary (3d College edition) defines the verb plagiarize this way: “to take (ideas, writings, etc.) from (another) and pass them off as one’s own.”  More specifically, it means that when you are doing a paper for me, if you do not give me a citation (such as a footnote), I will assume that it is your own idea and words, or that what you are telling me is common knowledge.  If I find that you have gotten your idea or words from another source and that it is not common knowledge, and you have not cited your source, it is plagiarism.

Let me restate this so that it is crystal clear:  ANY IDEA OR WORDS THAT ARE NOT YOURS AND THAT ARE NOT COMMON KNOWLEDGE MUST HAVE A CITATION.  OTHERWISE, YOU WILL BE GUILTY OF PLAGIARISM.  If you use exact words, use quotation marks.  But please note you can plagiarize even if you don’t use the exact words but only an idea from another source.  My advice to you is this: If you’re not sure, give a citation, or call me (2-3535-9039 or 774-3535-91).
What is a “citation”?  A citation is a footnote or endnote that cites (or tells about) where you got an idea or quote from in the body of your paper itself (a “sources used” list is not enough).  Citations should include the author, title, date and place of publication, publisher, and page.  If you are citing a book, it should look like this:
John A. Saliba, Understanding New Religious Movements (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1995), 26.

If you are citing a web-page, it should include author, title, publication, date accessed, and URL.  It should look like this:

Alan Aycock, “Technologies of the Self: Foucault and Internet Discourse,” Journal of


Computer-Mediated Communication vol. 1, no. 2, [on-line journal] (accessed 8 
September, 2003); available from 
http://www.ascusc.org/jcmc/vol1/issue2/aycock.html.
If there is no author listed (as there sometimes is not), simply write “No author.”

If you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me.  The consequences of plagiarism are severe, and I do not want anyone failing this class because they plagiarized ideas or words.
