Portfolio Kaliningrad Oblast


The so-called «Germanization Issue» in the Kaliningrad Oblast:
I want to write an essay about the role of “Germanization” in the Kaliningrad Oblast. To analyze why the issue of perceived «Germanization» occurred in recent years, one needs to take a closer look at the region's general political and economic development. The analysis would focus on what makes the Kaliningrad Oblast a unique case among the different regions of the Russian Federation (e.g., the geopolitical situation as an exclave, German history, economic problems, etc.) and, as a result, would try to find out, why the (local) authorities build up the issue of a «Germanization» in the region. My hypotheses would be that they constructed this issue to undermine possible voices for the independence of Kaliningrad and enhance the Russian identity of the region to chain it closer to “mainland” Russia.  
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