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OUTLINE

The interest in the concepts of “identity” and “identity politics” and the centrality
that specific, discreet identities have acquired in the public sphere in recent times
are unprecedented. Why this shift, why now?

This course offers an introduction to the analytical study of collective identities and
their psycho-social foundation, that is, a sense of “belonging”, from the perspective
of social sciences and anthropology more in particular. It will introduce the critical
study of identity and belonging to students that are perhaps not familiar with it, but
also foster the understanding of a variety of social phenomena and dynamics related
to identity construction, negotiation, and expression. Identity, understood not as an
essential aspect or a natural fact, but as a historical, contingent, relational, and
processual phenomenon, is in fact now recognised as an extremely important
dimension at different levels: for the individual, for supra-individual configurations
(such as work, family, the locality), but also and perhaps especially for greater
social/collective spheres, which express themselves in terms of identities that can be
sportive, religious, regional, national, or even supranational (e.g., European or
cosmopolitan).

We shall draw attention to the historical, cultural, and institutional processes that
have led to the emergence and crystallization of specific collective identities, both as
bottom-up historical phenomena (e.g., the collective national movements of the
1840s) or top-down political initiatives (e.g., the recent EU identity policies). Special
attention will be given to the symbolic substances identities are made of (language,
traditions, collective memories, histories, rituals, among others) and how such
aspects are incorporated in — and expressed by — social actors, for example through
body expressions (tattoos, hairstyle, clothing style) and collective forms of actions
such as rituals. Analytical concepts like “nested identities”, “group dynamics” (“in-
group” vs “out-group”), “presentation of the self”, and others shall be presented
and analysed in the classroom, and also operationalized vis-a-vis concrete examples.
To this end, an array of empirical case studies will be presented that will be chosen



from the pertinent literature as well as from the lecturer’s historical and
ethnographic investigations in several European contexts.

STRUCTURE

Tentative course structure

1) Introduction: Identity and belonging, individual vs social

2) Identity of the self, identity of the body; family identity

3) The Dynamics of Identification and differentiation: Framing and Alignment

4) What is social or collective identity made of? Language, traditions, memories,
histories, networks, institutions, and more

5) Nested identities, identity markers, and sense of belonging at the micro- and
meso-levels: group, neighbourhood, village, locality, city, region

6) Nested identities and identity markers at the macro-level: class, politics, religion,
and sport fandom

7) Identities that shake the world: nation, nationhood, nationality, national identity,
nationalism, and cosmopolitanism in different scholarly traditions (primordialism,
modernism, and ethnosymbolism); case studies

8) More case studies and further theoretical discussion

9) More case studies and more discussion (maybe)

10) Conclusions and final discussion with the students

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS

The main teaching method will be direct instruction through lessons.

The students will also be asked to actively participate in the teaching and learning
processes. They will be encouraged to ask questions and contribute during the
lessons and will also be given the opportunity to express their opinions voluntarily
about the readings that will be handed out and read in itinere. Groups of students
will be formed and asked to present and discuss some articles chosen from the
course literature — this may also be done by individual students.

The course will be offline only.



ATTENDANCE

Attendance and participation are considered as very important will be taken into
consideration in the evaluation process (up to 10% of the evaluation). The
attendance for this course, for instance is mandatory, unless differently agreed
between the teacher and students who for demonstrable and serious reasons
cannot attend to the lessons in person. In this case, the student will immediately
inform the teacher and a solution will be found together. Even one unjustified
absence will impact the evaluation.

EVALUATION METHODS

Assessment will be undertaken through several methods, namely the evaluation of a
student’s participation, a short mid-term test, and a final, longer written test. Both
tests will be written in the classroom. Instructions about the tests will be given in
due course during the semester.
The mid-term test shall be written in itinere, approximately towards the middle of
the course. No plagiarism or usage of the Al will be tolerated.
The final exam will consist of a longer written test that will take place in the
classroom. Two terms will be offered for this test: the first one will be held during
the last lesson of the course, before the Christmas break; the second one in January.
Students will be informed about the details to take the final test during the lessons
prior to the final one. Students will only be allowed to bring their hand-written notes
(or printed digital notes), sheets of white paper to write on, a pen, and a dictionary
of English (paper version). No electronic devices may be used during the test. The
overall final assessment will also take into account the attendance and the active
participation of each learner.
Evaluation will be broken down as follows:

- Attendance and participation in the classroom: 10%

- Mid-term test: 25%

- Final written test: 65%

LITERATURE
Compulsory readings

(All students willing to take the exam will have to read the following texts)
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