
English Skills in Cultural Communication

Winter Semester 2022 Course Outline

Course Lecturer: Stephan Delbos, M.F.A., PhD

Course Description

The fundamental aim of this course is to improve your writing and critical thinking abilities in English. To accomplish this, you will receive extensive training in both practical and conceptual aspects of writing and criticism. The course will be taught by lectures, practical exercises and discussions, but the most important element of your success will be your willingness and ability to work and think outside of the classroom. Particular attention will be paid to correct use and presentation of source materials, the composition of bibliographies and revision of essays. 

The course will also include a public speaking component in order to help assist you prepare to give presentations in seminars. This will comprise of a 5 – 7 minute presentation which will be delivered in front of the class, followed by a short question and answer session.

Students will be required to submit written homework on a regular basis and to attend class and to complete a final paper of 1,500 – 2,000 words, depending on whether you are a single or double subject student (see course requirements below).  

The course is compulsory for both single and double subject students but is worth the following:

Single-subject students: WS 2hr seminar, zápočet, 3 credits, SS 2hr seminar, zápočet + zkouška 5 credits
Double-subject students: WS 2hr seminar, zápočet, 2 credits, SS 2hr seminar, zápočet 3 credits
To reflect this difference, single subject students are required to sit an exam at the end of the summer semester and to hand in final papers of 2,000 words. Double subject students will not be required to sit an exam and will hand in final papers of 1,500 words.  

If a student should fail an assignment or an exam, they will only be allowed to resubmit/resit the required unit of the course once.

Requirements

Double Subject Students:

Summary, Culture shock essay and comparison/contrast essay – 30%

Long essay (1,000 words, with a 2% word limit tolerance) – 35% 

Class presentation – 15%

MLA Style guidelines test and in-class tests – 10%

Attendance and Participation (Including MLA guidelines homework) – 10%

Single Subject Students:

Above class work (including long essay of 1,500 words) – 75%

Final Exam (summer semester only) – 25%

Grading: The pass mark for credits will be 70%

	A 96%
	C+ 79%
	D-59%

	A- 95%
	C 76%
	F

	B+ 89%
	C- 72%
	

	B 86%
	D+ 69%
	

	B- 82%
	D 66%
	


Attendance: You are required to attend all class meetings on time. Three unexcused absences will result in failure of the course.

Essays: All essays must be typed in Times New Roman 12-point font and double-spaced. Title your papers, number the pages, and staple them together in the top left corner. Late papers will not be accepted without a legitimate excuse. 

School Policies

Course lecturers will fail any piece of work that they feel shows clear signs of having been plagiarized.

Contact details

Consultation hours for the winter semester:

By Appointment

Email address: 
stephan.delbos@ff.cuni.cz
Should you be asked to submit homework before a class, you will need to hand it in to the box outside 219a with your name, the day and time of the seminar you attend and your lecturer’s clearly marked on the front.

If you have any queries or doubts regarding any of the work we have covered in class or exactly what is required in an assignment, please get in touch.

Course Schedule:

Week 1: Class introduction 

-Course introduction, discussion of expectations, requirements, plagiarism and grading

-Introduction to a thesis

-Students receive list of texts for class presentations/final essays

-Introduction to the five-paragraph form

-Homework: Read Helen Vendler’s “Looking at the Worst: Wallace Stevens’ The Rock 
Week 2: Basics of essay writing; public speaking

-Fundamentals of public speaking; requirements for presentations

-Discussion of argument, form, structure and content in Vendler

-Homework: Read example final essay

Week 3: What is an essay? 

-Discussion: Defining an essay; Introduction to MLA guidelines, structure and thesis

-The rigors of academic writing (Style, tone, register, etc.)

-Discussion of example final essay

-Homework: Study MLA guidelines worksheet

Week 4: Essay writing basics: MLA Style and plagiarism

-Review of MLA guidelines worksheet

-Why use sources? What is plagiarism?

-Homework: Complete MLA style homework; read Derek Walcott poems

Week 5: Writing a critical essay; poetic vocabulary

-Discussion of Walcott and the critical vocabulary of poetry 

-Structuring a comparison essay

-Homework: Finish reading Walcott

Week 6: Writing a critical essay II

-MLA revisited

-Discussion of Walcott continued
-Writing your first critical essay; writing process, evidence

-Homework: Write a five-paragraph essay on Walcott poems; choose topic for mid-term essay

Week 7: Outlining

-Peer review of introductions and conclusions of previous essays

-Theses revisited

-How to write an abstract and outline

-Homework: Prepare abstract and list of sources for final essay

Week 8: Presentations

-In class presentations

-Prepare outline and first draft of final essay

Week 9: Structure and sources revisited; troubleshooting

-First draft of final essay due

-Discussion of possible difficulties with final essays

-Homework: Continue work on final essay

Week 10: Editing the essay; MLA test

-MLA test
-Second draft of final essay due

-Peer review of final essays

-Discussion of common problems in first drafts

-Homework: Complete 3rd draft of final essay

Week 11: Review; editing and proofreading

-Final essays due Thursday Dec. 30 at 9 AM

-Final edits and review of key concepts from semester

