“Dissent in America puts in [people’s] heads—and hopefully in their minds—the words
of those we usually read about but so rarely read. From Native Americans on the other
side of ‘progress’ to ecoterrorists today, [this volume] allow[s] voices to speak that chal-
lenge and enrich our monotonic national narrative.”

— James W. Loewen, author of Lies My Teacher Told Me:
Everything Your High School History Textbook Got Wrong

Indispensable to students of American politics and social movements, this book belongs on
the shelves of all who conternplate change and the forces of change within American culture.”

—James W. Hilty, Professor of History and Dean, Ambler College, Temple University,
and author of Robert Kennedy: Brother Protector

“The story told in Dissent in America is in many ways the story of America itself. The
beautifully chosen and elegantly introduced selections provide an informative and
inspiring tribute to the courage of conviction and the transformative power of ideas
and words. Combining fresh and familiar voices, the volume is as enjoyable as it is
profound.”

—Jeremy Varon, Associate Professor of History, Drew University,
and author of Bringing the War Home: The Weather Underground, the Red Army Faction,
and Revolutionary Violence in the Sixties and Seventies

“We have been spied on and lied to by the most powerful in Washington. In our post-9/11
era it is very important to know the roots of American dissent and the historical tradition
of challenging the powerful in the United States. Dissent in America by Ralph Young is
the original source record of our traditions of American dissent. It serves as a grounding
in grassroots radical democracy for us all.”

—Peter Phillips, Director of “Project Censored,” and Professor of Sociology,
Sonoma State University

“This impressive collection includes acute critiques of oppression and injustice
throughout American history. Some of the most powerful demonstrate the dignity, elo-
quence, and courage of ordinary Americans who challenged and sometimes defeated
entrenched interests.”

—Daniel Chomsky, Lecturer in Political Science, Temple University

“Our liberties are in danger as ‘national security’ is invoked to deny us the right to dis-
sent. But, in America, that has often been so, and Ralph Young’s compelling work shows
us, so importantly, that there have always been Americans who did not remain complicit
in silence, but offered their voices in dissent against repression and censorship. Voices
like Frederick Douglass, Mary Lease, Joe Hill, Emma Goldman, Allen Ginsberg, Martin
Luther King, and so many others have provided us with a rich heritage which we must
always remember, especially in times like this ... when we need it most.”

—Robert Buzzanco, Professor of History, University of Houston,
and author of Masters of War: Military Dissent and Politics in the Vietnam Era

“In this wonderfully wide-ranging, intensely thought-provoking, and superbly edited
collection of documents, Ralph Young demonstrates beyond any shadow of a doubt
that the history of dissent forms the great backdrop for the development of American
democracy.”

—David M. Wrobel, Professor of History, University of Nevada—Las Vegas, and President-
Elect of the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association (AHA/PCB)
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY

Students for a Democratic Society

Robert Haber, Tom Hayden, Sharon Jeffrey, Robert Ross, and other
students at the University of Michigan formed Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) in 1960. Influenced by the civil rights movement and
specifically by sit-ins organized by black students in Greensboro, North
Carolina, SDS sought to address many diverse issues that the United
States was confronting at the end of the complacent 1950s. Basing much
of their thinking on the writings of Marx, Lenin, Fanon, Marcuse, and
other left-wing philosophers, SDS wanted the United States to live up to
its lofty ideals of equality and freedom for all. In 1962, at a convention in
Port Huron, Michigan, they released the following statement, written
primarily by Tom Hayden, in which they called for a participatory
democracy. For the rest of the decade, as the civil rights movement
progressed and the Vietnam War eventually took center stage, SDS grew
rapidly and had a huge impact on radicals. Unlike the Old Left, this New
Left organization was not content merely to change the power structure
but urged people to change their values, to change their consciousness.
Only in this way could a true revolution come to fruition. SDS provided
much of the intellectual foundation for the emerging student movement.

Tae Port Huron StaTemENnT, 1962

We are people of this generation, bred in at least modest comfort, housed now
in universities, looking uncomfortably to the world we inherit.

When we were kids the United States was the wealthiest and strongest
country in the world; the only one with the atom bomb, the least scarred by
modern war, an initiator of the United Nations that we thought would distrib-
ute Western influence throughout the world. Freedom and equality for each
individual, government of, by, and for the people—these American values we
found good, principles by which we could live as men. Many of us began matur-
ing in complacency.

As we grew, however, our comfort was penetrated by events too troubling to
dismiss. First, the permeating and victimizing fact of human degradation, sym-
bolized by the Southern struggle against racial bigotry, compelled most of us
from silence to activism. Second, the enclosing fact of the Cold War, symbolized
by the presence of the Bomb, brought awareness that we ourselves, and our
friends, and millions of abstract “others” we knew more directly because of our
common peril, might die at any time. We might deliberately ignore, or avoid, or

—_—

SOURCE: James Miller, Democracy Is in the Streets: From Port Huron to the Siege of Chicago
(Cambridgu, MA: Harvard University Press, 1987), 329-345,
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For most Americans, all crusades are suspect, threatening. The ¢
each individual sees apathy in his fellows per
organize for change. The dominant institut
the minds of their potential critics

act that
petuates the common 1'cluct;mcc to
ions are complex enough to blup,
yand entrenched enough to swiftly dissipare
or entirely repel the energies of protest and re
expectancies. Then, too, we are a materi
improvements we seem to have weakened the case for further change.

Some would have us believe that Americans feel contentment amidst
prosperity—but might it not better be called a glaze above deeply felt anxieties
about their role in the new world? And if these anxieties produce a developed
indifference to human affairs, do they not as well produce a yearning to believe
that there is an alternative to the present, that something can be done
to change circumstances in the school, the workplaces, the bureaucracies, the
government?

It is to this latter yearning, at once the spark and engine of change, that we
direct our present appeal. The search for truly democratic alternatives to the
present, and a commitment to socia] experimentation with them, is a worthy
and fulfilling human enterprise, one which moves us and, we hope, others
today.

On such a basis do we offer this document of our convictions and analysis:
as an effort in understanding and changing the conditions of humanity in the
late twentieth century, an effort rooted in the ancient, still unfulfiiled conception
of man attaining determining influence over his circumstances of life. . . ,

We regard men as infinitely precious and possessed of unfulfilled capacities
for reason, freedom, and love, In affirming these principles we are aware of
countering perhaps the dominant conceptions of man in the twentieth century:
that he is a thing to be manipulated, and that he is inherently incapable of
directing his own affairs. We oppose the depersonalization that reduces human
being to the status of things—if anything, the brutalities of the twentieth cen-
tury teach that means and ends are intimately related, that vague appeals to
“posterity” cannot justify the mutilations of the present. We oppose, too, the
doctrine of human incom petence because it rests essentially on the modern fact
that men have been “competently” manipulated into incompetence—we see
little reason why men cannot meet with increasing the skill the complexities and
fesponsibilities of their situation, if society is organized not for minority, but for
majority, participation in decision-making,

Men have unrealized potential fo

form, thus limiting human
ally improved society, and by our own

1 self-cultivation, self-direction, self-
U;ﬂdf.'-rstamding, and creativity. It is this potential that we regard as crucial and to
WI}kh We appeal, not to the human potentiality for violence, unreason, and sub-
Mission (o authority. The goal of man and society should be human indepen-

thce: a concern not with image of popularity but with finding a meaning in life
ﬂlat is Personally authentic; a quality of mind not compulsively driven by a sense
ol Powerlessness, nor one which unthinkingly

Which Tepresses all threats to its habits, b
deeess to present

adopts status values, nor one
ut one which has full, spontaneous
and past experiences, one which easily unites the fragmented
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parts of personal history, one which openly faces problems which are troubling
and unresolved; one with an intuitive awareness of possibilities, an active sense of
curiosity, an ability and willingness to learn.

This kind of independence does not mean egotistic individualism—the
object is not to have one’s way so much as it is to have a way that is one’s own.
Nor do we deify man—we merely have faith in his potential.

Human relationships should involve fraternity and honesty. Human interde-
pendence is contemporary fact; human brotherhood must be willed, however, as
a condition of future survival and as the most appropriate form of social rela-
tions. Personal links between man and man are needed, especially to go beyond
the partial and fragmentary bonds of function that bind men only as worker to
worker, employer to employee, teacher to student, American to Russian.

Loneliness, estrangement, isolation describe the vast distance between man
and man today. These dominant tendencies cannot be overcome by better
personnel management, nor by improved gadgets, but only when a love of man
overcomes the idolatrous worship of things by man. As the individualism we
affirm is not egoism, the selflessness we affirm is not self-elimination. On the
contrary, we believe in generosity of a kind that imprints one’s unique individ-
ual qualities in the relation to other men, and to all human activity. Further, to
dislike isolation is not to favor the abolition of privacy; the latter differs from
isolation in that it occurs or is abolished according to individual will.

Finally, we would replace power rooted in possession, privilege, or circum-
stance by power and uniqueness rooted in love, reflectiveness, reason, and cre-
ativity. As a social system we seek the establishment of a democracy of individual
participation, governed by two central aims: that the individual share in those
social decisions determining the quality and direction of his life; that society be
organized to encourage independence in men and provide the media for their
common participation.

In a participatory democracy, the political life would be based in several
root principles: that decision-making of basic social consequence be carried
on by public groupings; that politics be seen positively, as the art of collec-
tively creating an acceptable pattern of social relations; that politics has the
function of bringing people out of isolation and into community, thus beinga
necessary, though not sufficient, means of finding meaning in personal life;
that the political order should serve to clarify problems in a way instrumental
to their solution; it should provide outlets for the expression of personal
grievance and aspiration; opposing views should be organized so as to illumi-
nate choices and facilitate the attainment of goals; channels should be com-
monly available to relate men to knowledge and to power so that private
problems—from bad recreation facilities to personal alienation—are formu-
lated as general issues.

The economic sphere would have as its basis the principles: that work should
involve incentives worthier than money or survival. It should be educative, I'IOt
stultifying; creative, not mechanical; self-directed, not manipulated, encouraging
independence, a respect for others, a sense of dignity, and a willingness to accept
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Protest Music |

During the latter half of the 19505 a numper of coffee houses and Jolk
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There are people in this country today who are tryir.lg '(0Ab1(1illt<i1 th}jllt1 ;n;;/ie;
i i than a humanist reformation. And the
ment, who aim at nothing less 1 e e
i it is this movement with which thei
liberals must understand that it is ‘ :
hopes are most in tune. We radicals know the same history tha‘F you ltll)erals
know, and we can understand your occasional cynicism, exaspleratl?{n,lan efxlzeg
) i i us fin
i hese aside and help us risk a leap. Help
distrust. But we ask you to put t ! .
enough time for the enormous work that needs doing here. Help us build. Help

us shape the future in the name of plain human hope.

The Weather Underground

In 1968, after the assassinations of Martin Luther Kir?g r. qnd IZQObert E
Kennedy, and the events in Chicago at'the Democrfltlc Natzlo.rfa —
Convention, many activists began to give up hope in the p(z‘ ;lca pr:’ am.i
Some protestors became more radicah:zed; others began tz T;op;:a =
to form communes in an effort to achieve persor.zal growth. The i s
to concentrate on reforming oneself and not soglety—.the inner r;vo 1;\’
rather than the outer. Students for a D;mocratzc Society, the leading New
t organization, disintegrated. ' o
Left th)‘lzi’::terggroup, the Weathermen ( taki:?g their narme. frolm. a ilgg 91n
Bob Dylan’s “Subterranean Homesick l?lues ),“orggmzed 125(; j;l in
and advocated violent confrontation with the “police state. de”
Weathermen, (later the gender-neutral “Wea‘ther .Um'iergroun h), (g S
course, did not have much chance for success in bringing down t (;1 .S.
government, and their membership was never more than tu;lo f)r“tD rees
hundred, but police forces and the FBI targeted them after their :31/
of Rage” campaign in Chicago in O;tober 1969 when ti.zey m;n}::fbiles
through the streets breaking store windows and damaging auto :

You Don’t NeED A WEATHERMAN TO KNOW

Waica Way taE Winp Brows, 1969

i ? will it
People ask, what is the nature of the revolution that we talk about? Who

be made by, and for, and what are its goals and strategy?

ions i main
idi i ion i swering these questions is that the
The overriding consideration in answering these q e i

struggle going on in the world today is between U.S. imperialism a

rkeley,
SourcE: From New Left Notes, June 18, 1969, in Harold Jacobs, Weatherman (Be
Ramparts Press, 1970), 51-53.
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national liberation struggles against it. This is essential in defining political mat-
ters in the whole world: because it is by far the most powerful, every other
empire and petty dictator is in the long run dependent on U.S. imperialism,
which has unified, allied with, and defended all of the reactionary forces of the
whole world. Thus, in considering every other force or phenomenon, from
Soviet imperialism or Israelj imperialism to “workers struggle” in France or
Czechoslovakia, we determine who are our friends and who are our enemies
according to whether they help U.S. imperialism or fight to defeat it.

So the very first question people in this country must ask in considering the
question of revolution is where they stand in relation to the United States as an
oppressor nation, and where they stand in relation to the masses of people
throughout the world whom U.S, imperialism is oppressing.

The primary task of revolutionary struggle is to solve this principal contra-
diction on the side of the people of the world. It is the oppressed peoples of the
world who have created the wealth of this empire and it is to them that it
belongs; the goal of the revolutionary struggle must be the control and use of
this wealth in the interests of the oppressed peoples of the world.

It is in this context that we must examine the revolutionary struggles in the
United States. We are within the heartland of a world-wide monster, a country
so rich from its world-wide plunder that even the crumbs doled out to the
enslaved masses within its borders provide for material existence very much
above the conditions of the masses of people of the world. The U.S. empire, as a
world-wide system, channels wealth, based upon the labor and resources of
the rest of the world, into the United States. The relative affluence existing in the
United States is directly dependent upon the labor and natural resources of
the Vietnamese, the Angolans, the Bolivians, and the rest of the peoples of the
Third World. All of the United Airlines Astrojets, all of the Holiday Inns, all of
Hertz's automobiles, your television set, car, and wardrobe already belong, to a
large degree to the people of the rest of the world.

Therefore, any conception of “socialist revolution” simply in terms of the
working people of the United States, failing to recognize the full scope of interests
of the most oppressed peoples of the world, is a conception of a fight for a particu-
lar privileged interest, and is a very dangerous ideology. While the control and use
of the wealth of the Empire for the people of the whole world is also in the interests
of the vast ma jority of the people in this country, if the goal is not clear from the
start we will further the preservation of class society, oppression, war, genocide,
and the complete emiseration of everyone, including the people of the U.S.

The goal is the destruction of U.S, imperialism and the achievement of a
classless world: world communism. Winning state power in the U.S, will occur
a5aresult of the military forces of the U.S, overextending themselves around the
World and being defeated piecemeal; struggle within the U.S. will be a vital parl
of this Process, but when the revolution triumphs in the U.S. it will have been
Made by the people of the whole world. For socialism to be defined in national

erms within so extreme and historical an oppressor nation as this is only impe-
talist national chauvinism on the part of the “movement.”
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INHUMANITY TO MAN

[ don’t want to give the impression, though, that we want to join society exactly as it
is. I don’t think most women want to pick up briefcases and march off to meaning-
less, depersonalized jobs. Nor do we want to be drafted—and women certainly
should be drafted; even the readers of Seventeen magazine were recently polled as
being overwhelmingly in favor of women in national service—to serve in a war like
the one in Indochina.

We want to liberate men from those inhuman roles as well. We want to share
the work and responsibility, and to have men share equal responsibility for the
children. Probably the ultimate myth is that children must have fulltime mothers,
and that liberated women make bad ones. The truth is that most American chil-
dren seem to be suffering from too much mother and too little father.

Women now spend more time with their homes and families than in any other
past or present society we know about. To get back to the sanity of the agrarian or
joint family system, we need free universal day care. With that aid, as in Scandina-
vian countries, and with laws that permit women equal work and equal pay, man
will be relieved of his role as sole breadwinner and stranger to his own children.

No more alimony. Fewer boring wives. Fewer childlike wives. No more so-
called “Jewish mothers,” who are simply normally ambitious human beings
with all their ambitiousness confined to the house. No more wives who fall
apart with the first wrinkle because they’ve been taught that their total identity
depends on their outsides. No more responsibility for another adult human
being who has never been told she is responsible for her own life, and who
sooner or later says some version of, “If I hadn’t married you, I could have been
a star” Women's Liberation really is Men’s Liberation, too.

The family system that will emerge is a great subject of anxiety. Probably
there will be a variety of choices. Colleague marriages, such as young people
have now, with both partners going to law-school or the Peace Corps together, is
one alternative. At least they share more than the kitchen and the bedroom.
Communes; marriages that are valid for the child-rearing years only—there are
many possibilities.

The point is that Women’s Liberation is not destroying the American fam-
ily. It is trying to build a human compassionate alternative out of its ruins.

SIMPLY INCORRUPTIBLE

One final myth that women are more moral than men. We are not more moral;
we are only uncorrupted by power. But until the old generation of male chau-
vinists is out of office women in positions of power can increase our chances of
peace a great deal.

I personally would rather have had Margaret Mead as President during the
past six years of Vietnam than either Lyndon Johnson or Richard Nixon. At least
she wouldn’t have had her masculinity to prove. Much of the trouble this country
is in has to do with the masculine mystique: The idea that manhood somehow
depends on the subjugation of other people. It’s a bipartisan problem.
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Stonewall

;ﬁiﬁiﬁ??]zlg ;he 1 13]60§ led to thf mobilization of minorities around
b .d o0s, Native Ar‘rzer..rcm-:s, homosexuals, and many others
' spired to stand up for their rights. In June 1969, the disse
zmpu!se spawned the gay rights movement. After one e fous
raids at the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village
f}:z();; );virseu;(c)elsos;oz rof d?monstratzons broke out. Many gay men decided
e ger going to take the harassment, and by the end of the
e Gay Liberation Front was born, The following flyers were

distributed during the summ
er of 1969 to spread
more people to join the movement. ’ e =S

‘ nting
of the routine police
(a bar frequented by

StonewarLr DocuMmenTs, 1969

FLYER 1
Get the mafia and the cops out of gay bars.

The nights of Friday, June 27, 1969 and Saturday,
tory as the first time that thousands of Homosex
;he streets to protest the intolerable situation
Or many years—namely, the Mafia ( i
: ' 4 or syndicate) control is city’s G i

o ; : rol of this city’s Gay bars
den?;;ol: w%th certain e%ements in the Police Dept. of the City of I\}Jr:w ler[liql";lln

strations were triggered by a Police raid on the Stonewall Inn late I’;'id':;

June 28, 1969 will go down in his-
ufil men and women went out into
which has existed in New York City

—

Source: il
CE: Donn Teal, The Gay Militants (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1971), 24-25, 36, 37
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night, June 27th. The purported reason for the raid was the Stopewall’s lack of .a
liq%m; license. Who's kidding whom here? Can anybody really belle.ve thaft anb(l)peli -
i s inue for almost three years just a few blocks
ation as big as the Stonewall could continue for : . S e ey
i i liquor license? No! The Police hz
from the 6th Precinct house without having a ’ .
kll(l)(l)]\jvn about the Stonewall operation all along. What’s happened is the preilence) ,of
new “brass” in 6th Precinct which has vowed to “drive the fa%‘s out of the Vl”agfe.h
Many of you have noticed one of the signs which the management l0l t e
Stonewall has placed outside stating “Legalize Galy (li)z?rs ]and 11ck1t9h668pt;(il : Z\r}r;]
ing (a former US Senator) ruled in January a
Judge Kenneth Keating (a former ' . N -
i that date there has been no
dancing between Homosexuals is legal. Since i
icrllosﬁle;alcpegr se, about a Gay bar. What is illegal about Ne\A./ ?(ork City’s Gay bars
tozcglay is t};e Mafia (or syndicate) stranglehold on them. Legltlrpi}te Gay bﬁsme(ss_
i ith a healthy social atmosphere (as
men are afraid to open decent Gay bars wi ' !
fied by the Stonewall) because
sed to the hell-hole atmosphere of places typi ‘
SE};;)ar of pressure from the unholy alliance of the Mafia an? elements in the
i he Mafia monopoly.
lice Dept. who accept payoffs and protect t !
" lc\(;\/e :if the Homophile Youth Movement (HYMN) believe that the only way
this monopoly can be broken is through the action of. Homosex.ual men and
women themselves. We obviously cannot rely on the various agencies of govern-
ment who for years have known about this situation but who have refused to do
anything about it. Therefore we urge the following:

1. That Gay businessmen step forward and open Gay bhars that will be run
legally with competitive pricing and a healthy social atmosp ;ll;e. R
2. That Homosexual men and women l.)oyfcott places like t ef 0 powall
The only way, it seems, that wefcanhget the criminal elements out of gay bars
i i fitable for them.
Slmp31.y 'tl?hr;atk}fel';{l;?g(rfs)e;ual citizens of New York City, flnd cc.)nce.rned ZIetfefr(éz
sexuals, write to mayor Lindsay demanding a thorough investigation and effe
tive action to correct this intolerable situation.

FLYER 2

July 24th .
Do you think homosexuals are revolting?
You bet your sweet ass we are.

i i t.

We’re going to make a place for ourselves in the revolutionary m;l\llzzgzy
We challenge the myths that are screwing up this society. MEETING:
July 24th, 6:30 pm at Alternate U, 69 West 14th Street at Sixth Avenue.

FLYER 3

Homosexuals are coming.
Together at last.

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 413

To examine how we are oppressed

for gay control of gay businesses. To pu
other radical ends.

and how we oppress ourselves, To fight
blish our own newspaper. To these and

The American Indian Movement

I the aftermath of the civil rights movement’s call for black power, red
power became the rallying cry of American Indians. A new organization, the
American Indian Movement (A] M), was founded in 1968, T ‘romt November
1969 to June 1971, approximatel Vv a hundred Indians from several different
tribes joined AIM i reclaining and occupying Alcatraz Island, Wanting to
call attention to the plight of Native Americans, they occupied the island in
the name of Indians of All Tribes, demanded the deed for the island, and
insisted that they be allowed to set up an Indian university, a museum, and
acultural center. After fruitless negotiations between the Indians and the
federal government, President Nixon ordered the island retaken. On June 11,
1971, a force of FBI agents and federal marshals Jorcibly removed them.

In 1972, AIM sponsored a march on Washington billed as the Trail of
Broken Treaties. AIM menibers occuipied the Bureau of Indian A ffairs
(BIA) headquarters and issued a 20-point proposal for President Richard
Nixon to consider. The following year, elders from the Lakota Siowx
nation requested AIM’s assistance in dealing with BIA and tribal council
corruption in South Dakota. This led to AIM's occupation of Wounded
Knee (site of the last armed Indian resistance in 1890) and an in ifamous
71-day standoff between armed Indians and federal marshals, The
Indians demanded that the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty guaranteeing
the Black Hills to the Lakota be honored. They also wanted an end to
the strip mining at the Pine Ridge Reservation. At the end of the siege,
however, the federal sovernment made no concessions, and the Indians

were removed. (For AIM’s “Trqil of Broken Treaties” proposal, see the full
edition of Dissent in America: The Voices That Shaped a Nation.)

A Procramartion: To Tae GrEAT WHarte FaTaer

aNDp Avr His Proprg, 1969

We, the Native Americans, reclaim the land known as Alcatraz Island in the
name of all American Indians by right of discovery.

We wish to be fair and honorable in our dealings with the Caucasian inhab-
itants of this land, and hereby offer the following treaty:

\
Source: Retrieved on 5/10/2004 from http://cwis.org/fwdp/Americas/alcatraz.txt.
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Gay Liberation
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STATEMENT oF Priy Wiison, DirecToRr oF PusLic

Poricy, AIDS Project, Log ANGELEsS, 1994

My name is Phill Wilson. | am Director of Public Policy for AIDS Project Los
Angeles, one of the largest AIDS service organiz

ations in the country. Iam also the
founder of the Black Gay and Leshian eq dership Forum.

A national climate of fear and discrimination has thrust APLA into the role
ot having to preserve and protect the dignity and self-respect of persons affected
by HIV and AIDS. we provide critically needed education to the public, health
care providers, educators, business and religious leaders, the media, public offi-
cials and other opinion leaders.

-+ I'am honored to speak to you on an issue of paramount importance to
me personally as a black 6y man who is living with AIDS, That issue is the elim_
ination of discrimina tion against gay and lesbians in general, and particularly
the eradication of prejudice faced by people of color in this cou

Too often I am faced with young black men who ¢
ise and the dreams of thejr family, Often they are the first ones in their families
to go to college. I meet them when they have their first bout of pneumocystis or
they find a Kaposi’s sarcoma lesion, | always ask them, “Why didn’t you come
forward sooner? Why didn’t you find ouy your HIV statis? Why didn’t you

exercise the possibility of accessing treatment?” All too often the response is,
“Ididn’t want anyone to know that | way gay. I was afraid to lose my job.” All too
often this fear around losing their job has cost them their lives.

We have a crisis in America that affects
African Americans and other people of color, no
every person who has ever come to the table in
with discrimination, . .

A recent court ruling in the State of Arizona attests to this fact. In the case of
Blaine vs. Golden State Container Company, the Arizona Court of Appeals held that
gays and lesbians are not protected from discrimination by private employers.

In addition to this ruling, a proposed amendment to the Nevada State con-
stitution says that objection to houwsexuality based upon one’s convictions is a
liberty and tight of conscience and shall not be considered discrimination
related to civi] rights.

Both of these examples highlight 4 troubling situation in this country,
States categorically deny basic civi] rights to a group of their own law-abiding,
tax-paying residents, Basic civil rights such as protection from harassment in
the workplace and wrongful termination, granted as a matter of course to the
Majority of citizens, are legally denied to lesbians and £y men in most States,

ntry.
arry with them the prom-

all our communities, not just
t just lesbians and gay men, but
search of justice, but was met

—

Sou RCE: Congress, House, Committee on Education and Labor, EmploymentDiscriminatiou
Ag{m;sr Gay Men and Lesbians, 103d Congress, 2d Session, June 20, 1994 (Washington, D.C..

“: Governmen Printing Office, 1994). Retrieved on 12/27/2003

from hti pi/fhistorymatters,
BMue ufd/ed63;,
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onception is that lesbians and gay men have legal

A widespread misc
We do not. There is no

recourse when discrimination occurs in the workplace.
Federal law against discrimination based on sexual orientation.
We need a Federal bill enacted that explicitly protects gays and lesbians
from discrimination in all aspects of life, especially in the workplace. . . .
al place. It is special because at our core is the ideal of
equality. At our core is the understanding that equality, equal rights, are not special.
rights is the banner under which opponents to a Federal bill will
a job for which you are quali-
form your job free of harass-

This country is a speci

Special
rally. There is nothing special about the right to
fied. There is nothing special about the right to per
ment and fear. There is nothing special about the right to life, liberty, and the

pursuit of happiness.

[n 1968, an act of violence took the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I was
11 years old, but I remember the day clearly. More importantly, I remember
Dr. King’s words as he told of his dream.

“I have a dream today,” he said, and when he spoke about the sons of former
slaves and the sons of former slave owners, he made no distinction between the
gay ones and the straight ones. When Dr. King sang, “Free at last, free at last,
thank God almighty, we are free at last,” he included all of us.

I am the great-grandson of a slave. I was a part of that dream, as all of us are,

From the floor of the Democratic national convention, I quote Mel Boozer;
“I have been called a nigger and I have been called a faggot and I can describe for
you the difference in the marrow of my soul. I can describe difference in one

word: None.”
Many people compare the discrimination based on sexual orientation to the

discrimination based on race. I do not believe they are the same. I do not think itis
important that they be the same. The tragedies that happen in Mogadishu are not
the tragedies that are happening in Sarajevo, and yet we understand that the
tragedies in Mogadishu and the tragedies in Sarajevo are both wrong.

When you deny someone a job because they are gay or you deny someone a
job because they are a woman or you deny someone a job because they are
black, when you deny someone a home because they are gay or lesbian, or you
deny someone a home because they are black or you deny someone 2 home
because they are a woman, in the end, you have people who are jobless, you have

people who are homeless. . . .

SratemenT oF LETiTiA GOoMEZ, EXECUTIVE
Direcror, LaTino/s LESBIAN AND Gay

ORGANIZATION, 1994

of the National Latinoe
ucating the
in partict®

m Executive Director
EGO. LLEGO is committed to ed
d lesbian Latino community;
the U.S.

My name is Letitia Gomez and I a
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patrol. Sometime later, she learned that the underlying reason for the personnel
action was because she was suspected of being a lesbian.

Angela decided to come out to protect her job so that she could do the work
she most wanted to do. Angela spent more than four years fighting the system,
virtually alone. She had nowhere to turn inside of the police department that
would offer her protection or support. She consulted outside agencies.

One equal employment opportunity specialist told her that it was too bad
her case was not based on the fact that she was Hispanic, because it would be a
lot tougher to get support for discrimination against her based on sexual orien-
tation. The local American Civil Liberties Union would not take her case. The
Denver gay and lesbian community was not in a position to support or help her.

When she finally found a private practice lawyer who specialized in employ-
ment discrimination, this lawyer told her that the statute of limitations for a case
based on sexism or racism had expired. She was determined not to quit her job,
but make the State change its sexual harassment policy.

During this process, Angela continued to work. And as I stated earlier, she
was assigned to work street patrol. There were several occasions when her fellow
officers would not respond to her calls for backup. She began to fear for her life,

During roll call, disparaging remarks were made about homosexuals and
lesbians in her presence and about her. She found herself calling her superiors
on their homophobia and sexism and she documented all the retaliation. One
aspect of her superior’s response was to place unmarked cars in front of her
house and the houses of the friends she visited in off-duty hours.

Just when the system seems to be shutting down on her, the City of Denver
passed its civil rights ordinance. Shortly afterwards, the Denver Police Depart-
ment amended its sexual harassment policies to include sexual orientation.
Today, Angela s still an officer for the Denver Police Department, but the mem-
ory of this series of events is still difficult for her to talk about. However, she
is proud of the fact that she decided not to compromise who she is as a Latino
lesbian for the job she loves, being a police officer.

I have to emphasize, however, that this discrimination did exact a price on
Angela that she could almost not pay. She paid a high personal price for the emo-
tional and mental torment that she endured as a result of the unprofessional
behavior of her fellow police officers. She also came close to losing her life or risk-
ing severe injury several times because of the failure to get backup on high risk
calls. This failure also resulted in dangerous criminals staying on the street longer
than they should have because her only recourse at times was to retreat. . .

Therefore, I ask this committee to seriously consider the meril of legisla-
tion that will protect the rights of gay men, lesbians and bisexual people and
our friends to work regardless of their sexual orientation. And please do not be
led into the discussion that we, lesbians, gay men and bisexual people, want
special rights. This is about the equal right to work in the U.S. As we are d
painfully aware in this day and time, we need to be about keeping people
employed and providing safe workplace environments so that they can carry

out their jobs. . ..
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What is the militia?

']" . agE . .

aliu. militia is: all able-bodied citizens

7 solute last line of defense
"at threat is natural Or man

who are capable of beari

. earing arms; the
against any threat to the State or Country, whether
made, foreign or domestic.
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