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support this or that teacher of his own religious
persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable
liberty of giving his contributions to the partic-
ular pastor whose morals he would make his
pateern, and whose power he feels most persua-
sive to rightcousness; and is withdrawing from
the ministry those temporary rewards, which
proceeding from an approbation of their per-
sonal conduct, are an additional incitement to
carnest and unremitting labors for the instrue-
tion of mankind; that our civil rights have no
dependence on our religious opinions, any
more than our opinions in physics or geometry;
that therefore the proscribing of any citizen as
unworthy of public confidence by laying upon
him an incapacity of being called to offices of
trust and emolument, unless he proless or
renounce chis or that religious opinion, is
depriving him injuriously of those privileges
and advantages to which, in common with his
fellow citizens, he has a natural right; chac i
tends also to corrupt the principles of that very
religion it is meant to encourage, by bribing,
with a monopoly of worldly honors and emolu-
ments, those who will externally profess and
conform to i that though indeed these are
criminal who do not withstand such tempra-
tion, yet neither are those innocent who lay the
bait in their way; that the opinions of men are
not the object of ¢ivil government, nor under
its jurisdiction; that to suffer the civil magis-
trate to intrude his powers into the ficld of
opinion and to restrain the profession of propa-
gation of principles on supposition of their ill
tendency is a dangerous fallacy, which at once
destroys all religious liberty, because he being of
course judge of chat tendency will make his
' ) and approve or
wers only as chey
his own; that is
irposes of civil
government tor its officers to incerferc when
principles break out into overt acts against
peace and good order; and finally, chat truth is
great and will prevail if left to herself; that she
is the proper and sufficient antagonist to error,
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and has nothing to fear from confligy
human interposition disarmed of ke
weapons, free argument and deb
ing to be dangerous when it is
to contradict them.

We the General Assembly of Virgin‘,
enact that no man shall be compellg |1.| '
quent or support any religious “"‘"Shipo r‘i\}'
or ministry whatsoever, nor shal be L‘-nE‘ mﬁﬂ_c,-
restrained, molested, or burthened in hi':r]; r'.
or goods, nor shall otherwise suffey, on ¥
account of his religious opinions of |Jt|ic|_\_
that all men shall be free to profess, and k: h“t
argument to maintain, their opinjong in :H
ters of religion, and that the same shy)| i:ab
wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their Civilno

Lmltﬁg |
naturall A
r“.ﬂ,'v; |
Permiteq I,r::.-‘»
¥

r
Al o

capacities.

And though we well knaw thay this assermt
bly, elected by the people for the urdinar), rn
poses of legislation only, have no powey [Opur-
restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblics, cone
stituced with powers equal to our own, apq ;
thar therefore to declare chis act itrevocable
would be of no effect in law; yet we are freg W
declare, and do declare, that the righes herehy
asserted are of the natural rights of mankipg,
and that ii-:lny act shall be hereafter passed o1
repeal the present or to narrow its operation,
such act will be an infringement of nacural

right.

& “There are important
defects in the system”

THE ANNAPOLIS
CONVENTION

Squabbling states, restive farmers and a deteno:
rating order marked the United States in the
1780s. United in their desire to leave the British
Empire, the newborn states simply could not
get along after their common enemy left the
scene. Inflation ran rampant, the economy Was
collapsing, former soldiers were unpaid for their®
services, and the weakness of the federal

-dlf#lg]i: | 5 ways to repar

t some of the problems

¢ were Jus

g P
aovern e nation. .
gV canfror‘lwd the né s of the new nation,

the failing
d ation to all states to meet

the situation.
i ine accepted, only five (New Ygrk,' _
Afthoudt n pennsylvania, Delaware ahd V_|rg|n|a)
H_,'wJ. 14 tr;P september | 786 gathering in
’“ﬂnded Maryland. petermined to confront the
grlnﬂpolls-f ning @ stronger federal govern-
ps b o”n\.renlm“ approved a resolution writ-
ant, the c”mpr Hamilton stating the need to
§ Na*arthe:, federal government and issuing
i ns;tlllfll*:l to attend 2 gonvention in May
n_invl_‘atig]ade[phm_ Unanimously approved, the
1787 '”“:éonulenr.ioﬂ set the stage from which

(o build @ new. constitution.
o

fne ;
gonce ed an invit

pable, the legislatures of Virginia,
[aware Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New
j'[:cfk the commissioners from the said states,
'pg.cﬂ\rcl)' assembled at Annapolis, humbly
15| 5
s [gave 1o report: . .
~ That, pursuant to their ‘se\./cral appoint-
¢ at Annapolis in the state of

11th day of September
pmctcdcd to a communica-

1o the Hono

ments; they me
Mar-yllmd ot the

{nstants and having :
it of cheir powers, they (ound that che states

of New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia had, in
substance and nearly in the same terms, author-
ized their respective commissioners (o meet
s.u'ch other commissioners as were, or might be,
appointed by the other states in the Union, at
such time and place as should be agreed upon
by the said commissioners, to take in to consid-
eration the trade and commerce of the United
States, to consider how far a uniform system in
their commercial intercourse and regulations
might be necessary to their common interest
and|permanent harmony, and to report to the
several states such an ace, relative to this greac
object, as when unanimously ratified by them
would enable the United States in Congress
assembled effectually to provide for the same....
. Decply impressed, however, with the mag-
nitude and importance of the object confided
“.’_ them on chis occasion, your commissioners
Qannot forbear o indulge an expression of their
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carnest and unanimous wish that speedy meas-
ures be taken to effect a general meeting of the
states in a fucure convention, for the same and
such other purposes as the situation of public
affairs may be found to require.

If, in expressing this wish, or in intimating
any other sentiment, your commissioners
should seem to exceed the strict bounds of their
appointment, they entertain a full confidence
that a conduct, dictated by an anxiety for the
welfare of the United States, will not fail to
receive an indulgent construction.

In this persuasion, your commissioners sub-
mit an opinion that the idea of extending the
powers of their deputies to other objects than
those of commerce, which has been adopted by
the state of New Jersey, was an improvement on
the original plan, and will deserve to be incor-
porated into that of a future convention. They
are the more naturally led to this conclusion as
in che course of their reflections on the subject
they have been induced to think that the power
of regulating trade is of such comprehensive
extent, and will enter so far into the general
system of the federal government, that to give it
efficacy and to obviate questions and doubts
concerning its precise nature and limits may
require a cortespondent adjustment of other
parts of the federal system.

That chere are important defects in the sys-
tem of the federal government is acknowledged
by the acts of all those states which have con-
curred in the present meeting; that the defects,
upon a closer examination, may be found
greater and more numerous than even these acts
imply is at least so far probably, from the
embarrassments which characterize the present
state of our national affairs, foreign and domes-
tic, as may resonably be supposed o merit a
deliberate and candid discussion, in some mode,
which will unite the sentiments and councils of
all the states. In the choice of the mode, your
commissioners are of opinion that a convention
of deputies from the different states, for the
special and sole purpose of entering into chis
investigation and digesting a plan for supplying
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such defects as may be discovered to exist, will
be entitled to a preference from considerations
which will occur without being particularized.

Your commissioners decline an enumera-
tion of those national circumstances on which
their opinion respecting the propriety of a
future convention, with more enlarged powers,
is founded; as it would be a useless incrusion of
facts and observations, mwost of which have been
frequently the subject of public discussion, and
none of which can have escaped the penetration
of those to whom they would in this instance
be addressed. They are, however, of a nature so
serious as, in the view of your comumissioners,
to render the situation of the United States deli-
cate and critical, calling for an exertion of the
united virtue and wisdom of all the members of
the Confederacy.

Under this impression, your commissioners,
with the most respectful deference, beg leave to
suggest their unanimous conviction that it may
essentially tend ro advance the interests of the
Union if the states, by whom they have been
respectively delegated, would themselves concur
and use their endeavors to procure the concur-
rence of the other states in the appointment of
commissioners, to meet at Philadelphia on the
second Monday in May nex, to take into con-
sideration the situation of the United States, to
devise such further provisions as shall appear to
them necessary to render the Constitution of
the federal government adequate to the exigen-
cies of purpose to the United States in Congress
assembled, as when agreed to by them, and
afterward confirmed by the legislatures of every
state, will effectually provide for the same.

Though your commissioners could not
with propriety address these observations and
sentiments to any but the states they have the
honor to represent, they have nevertheless con-
cluded from motives of respect to transmit
copies of this report to the United States
Congress assembled, and to the executives of
the other states.
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& “The late risi
) 8 of the
people -
SHAYS” REBELLION

In western Massachusetts, economic Oeprage
corruption and a wave of farm fomqﬂsura 55 M,
non-payment of taxes sparked Shays' Rebsif.w'
Thousands of farmers and former SO|(|Iﬁr-;e“ '
was an officer in the American Revolutmm{%
rebelled against the Massachusetts govary
Here, one of the leaders of the rebelliop
Gray, outlines the reasons for the ’
audience in Hampshire County.

A state militia put down the rebellion But
within two years all participants had imEnlp;t
doned and most of the complaints resolved ]
Shays' Rebellion heightened national cnncer},
about the rapid deterioration of the fledgling
country and helped create a renewed sensg gf
urgency to revamp the central governmep!

Da :
revolt ta':::!

Gentlemen,

We have thought proper to inform you of
some of the principal causes of the late risings
of the people, and also of their present moves
ment, Viz.

1st. The present expensive mode of collec

ing debts, which by reason of the great scarcity)
of cash, will of necessity fill our goals with
unhappy debtors; and thereby 2 reputable body)
of people rendered incapable of being servicea-
ble cither to themselves or the community.

2nd. The monies raised by impost and
excise being appropriated to discharge the inter:#
est of governmental securities, and not the for-*
cign debe, when these securities are not subjects
to taxation.

3rd. A suspension of the writ of Habeas
Corpus, by which those persons who have
stepped forth to assert and maintain the rightss
of the people, are liable to be taken and con=
veyed even to the most distant pare of the
Commonwealth, and thereby subjected a0
unjust punishment.

4th. The unlimited power granted t©
Justices of the Peace and Sherifts, Deputy

jndem

Constables, by the Riot Act,
hem 1O |‘Jri:IhL‘(.'l.i1'it)II thereof;
actuated from a principle

{15 and
nifying thet
erhapss wholly
hatred, and envy.

Lore, Be assured, that this body,

| spise the idea of being instigat-
5. which is so strenuously
nies of our liberties: And

when

[ revEnges
: Purther?
gt atms: de pise

wd by Dritish emissarie

‘ ra;ctlht“:':‘}::l:!’:?’ll’fr and hhurd}' measures

Wis > [0S

ischi : - foreign
. 2 disc 11.&11;\ hoth our g
i ['.ll(tih o
i IJ

i domestic ds
per Order,
Daniel Gray:

~ The Northwest

Ordinance

ebt.

Chairman of the Committee

CONGRESS

mg,cgnfederation Conaress passed in 1787 the
hwest Ordinance setting the terms fpr the
foderal territory northwest of the Ohlp ngr.
indvidual states had handed over their claims for
the largely unsettled land to the United States
mment. The Northwest Ordinance imposed
faderal authority in the territory and set forth
the terms for the creation of new states (there
‘would be five and part of a sixth) in it. The act,
Which was the most important legislation
approvad by the Confederate Congress, provided
un ordetly procedure for the conveyance of land
Into the public domain the acceptance of new
states into the republic. It banned slavery in the
territory, pledged to honor the rights of Native
Americans, and encouraged “religion, morality
and knowledge.” The Northwest Ordinance was
the first piece of federal legislation guaranteeing
freedom of religion, speech, and press, and
determined that a territory can become eligible
for:statehood when it has 60,000 adult males.

BE IT ORDAINED by the United Srates in
C_nﬂgn:ss assembled, That the said territory, for
l-]'g1-':""1:’-05¢S of temporary government, be one
Sistriee, subject, however, o be divided into
o -di‘su.icts, as future circumstances may, in
€.0pinion oFCongress, make it expedient....
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Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That there shall be appointed from time to
time by Congress, a governor, whose commis-
sion shall continue in force for the term of
three ycars, unless sooner revoked by Congress;
he shall reside in che district, and have a free-
hold estate therein in 1,000 acres of land, while
in the exercise of his office.

There shall be appointed from time to time
by Congress, a secretary, whose commission
shall continue in force for four years unless
sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district,
and have a frechold estate therein in 500 acres
of land, while in the exercise of his office. Tt
shall be his duty to keep and preserve the acts
and laws passed by the legislature, and the pub-
lic records of the district, and the proceedings
of the governor in his executive department,
and transmit authentic copies of such acts and
proceedings, every six months, to the Secretary
of Congress: There shall also be appointed a
court to consist of three judges, any two of
whom to form a court, who shall have a com-
mon Jaw jurisdiction, and reside in the district,
and have each therein a frechold estate in 500
acres of land while in the exercise of their
offices, and their commissions shall continue in
force during good behavior.

"The governor and judges, or a majority of
them, shall adopt and publish in the district
such laws of the original States, criminal and
civil, as may be necessary and best suited to the
circumstances of the district, and report them
to Congress from time to time: which laws shall
be in force in the district until the organization
of the General Assembly therein, unless disap-
proved of by Congress; buc afterwards the
Legislature shall have authority to alter them as
they shall chink fit.

The governor, for the time being, shall be
commander-in-chief of the militia, appoint and
commission all officers in the same below the
rank of general officers; all general officers shall
be appointed and commissioned by Congress.

Previous to the organization of the general
assembly, the governor shall appoint such
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magistrates and other civil officers in cach
county or township, as he shall find necessary
for the preservation of the peace and good
order in the same: After the general assembly
shall be organized, the powers and duties of the
magistrates and other civil officers shall be regu-
lated and defined by the said assembly; buc all
magistrates and other civil officers not herein
otherwise directed, shall, during the continu-
ance of this temporary government, be appoint-
cd by the governor.

Tor the prevention of crimes and injurics,
the Jaws to be adopted or made shall have force
in al! pares of che district, and [or the execution
of process, criminal and civil, the governor shall
make proper divisions thereof; and he shall pro-
ceed from time to time as circumstances may
require, to lay out the parts of the district in
which che Indian titles shall have been extin-
guished, into counties and townships, subject
however to such alterations as may thereafter be
made by the legislature.

So soon as there shall be five thousand free
male inhabitants of full age in che district, upon
giving proof thereof to the governor, they shall
reccive authority, with time and place, to cleet
representatives from their counties or townships
to represent them in the general assembly:
Provided, That, for every five hundred free malc
inhabitants, there shall be one representative,
and so on progressively with the number of free
male inhabitants shall che right of representation
increase, until the number of representatives
shall amount to twenty-fives alter which, the
number and proportion of representatives shall
be regulated by the legislacure: Provided, That
no person be cligible or qualified to act as a rep-
resentative unless he shall have been a citizen of
one of the United States three years, and be a
resident in the district, or unless he shall have
resided in the district three years; and, in cither
case, shall fikewise hold in his own right, in fee
simple, owo hundred acres of land within the
same: Provided, also, That a frechold in fifty
acres of land in the district, having been a citi-
zen of one of the states, and being resident in
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the districe, or the like frechold and two

residence in the district, shall be neee g

R . H.\qn, to
qualify a man as an elector of a repregep
J | L'\"mﬂti\r‘.

The representatives thus elected, shall oo
for the term of two years; and, in cage 0[_!?0.
death of a representative, or remaoval from L
office, the governor shall issue a wrig ¢ the
caunty or township for which he wag 5 i
ber, to elect another in his stead, o scrve [.n“'
the residue of the term, y

The gcnc:';al assembly or legislure shall
consist of the governor, legislative council, g
house of representatives. The Legislative Coil 4
shall consist of five members, to continge i .
office five years, unless sooner remaved by
Congress; any three of whom to be a (!il(;mm'
and the members of the Council shall by lmn;i.
nated and appointed in the [ollowing mange, 1
wit: As soon as representatives shall be elecgeg
the Governor shall appoint a time and plage ['gl;r
them to meet together; and, when met, they

shall nominate ten persons, residents in the i

hundred acres of land, and recurn their names 10
Congress; five of whom Congress shall appoin
and commission to serve as aforesaid; and,

whenever a vacancy shall happen in the coungil;
by death or removal from office, the house of

repr
ificd as aforesaid, for cach vacancy, and retum

entatives shall nominate two persons, quals:

their names to Congress; one of whom Congess

shall appoint and commission for the residue of
the term. And every five years, four months at
least before the expiration of the time of service
of the members of council, che said house shall
nominate ten persons, qualifted as aforesaid, and
recurn their names o Congress; five of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission to scrve
as members of the council five years, unless
sponer removed. And the governor, legislative
council, and house of representatives, shall have
authority to make laws in all cases, for the goutl
government of the district, not repugnant (0 the
principles and articles in this ordinance estabe
bills, having 1:;|55ch
ajority 1

lished and declared. And al
by a majority in the house, and by am

[, shall be referted to the governor for
-shall be

hut ne hill, o
y force without

|egislative act whatever,
his assent. The gov-
Jverie, prorogue,

c,;,-\;u.mci
hisas.ﬁcl‘l-l'.‘

1| e of an
¢ shall have PO
jve the generdl
all be uxpmiurn(.l . -
ernar, judges, legislative L.‘mmc'll‘
1y other officers as Congress
ct, shall take an oath

Hower o col I |
i al assembly, when, in his
o disseo
und €
iiens
H The g0Y
et and suc

o 1w che distri

spoint 10 € - . op

;h:l]:q'_‘l L-.liml of fidelity and of office; t
e

before the 1m~sid:‘lﬂ ol congress, and all
;_rhor el e before the Governor. As soon as a
ather ufhu?lll-a” be formed in the district, the
]cgi;iafllf'-' I“l lhuu.st- assembled in one room, shall
founj]lll;;;:ril}'- iy joint ballot, to elect a dele-
Ve ¢

1o to Conpress: v'vim
Congress: with ;1_nghl 0 debaring bu no
woling during this :L:mpnr.u)j g i o
W And, for exrending [!uj func amenta princi

es o civil and religious hlme.rr:y, wh;c.h form
the basis whereon these republics, their laws
and consticutions are erecred; En I1‘x and estab-
[igh thost pl'inciplcs as the basis f’l ;ai] laws, con-
witiitions, and governments, whu:l'n forever
hereafter shall be formed in t.ht‘ said territory:

0 pmvlclr also for the establishment of States,
and permanent gov . i

thelr admission o a share in the federal coun-
al footing with the original States,

sl

1€ gov-

shall have a seat in
{ debating but not of

ernment therein, and for

¢ils on an equ :
a1 s carly puriuds as may be consistent with the
gtncra! interest:

Itis hereby ordained and declared by the
atithority aforesaid, That the following articles
shall be cansidered as articles of compact
hetween the original States and the people and
Stares in the said territory and forever remain
unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

ART. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a
peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be
molested on account of his mode of worship or
religious sentiments, in the said territory.

ART. 2. The inhabitants of the said tertitory
shall always be entided to the benefits of the
writof hubeas corpus, and of the tial by jury; of
aiproportionate representation of the people in
the legislature; and of judicial proceedings
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according to the course of the common law. All

persons shall be bailable, unless For capital
offences, where the proof shall be evident or the
| be moderate;

presumption great. All fines sha
and no cruel or unusual punishments shall be
iaflicted. No man shall be deprived of his liberty
or property, but by the judgment of his peers or
the law of the land; and, should the public exi-
gencies imake it necessary, for the common
preservation, to take any person’s property, or to
demand his p;ln_icul;qr services, full compensa-
vion shall be made for the same. And, in the just
preservation of rights and property, it is under-
stood and declared, that no law ought ever to be
made, or have force ill the said territory, that
shall, in any manner whatever, interfere with or
affect private contracts or engagements, bona
fide, and without fraud, previously formed.
ART. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge,
being necessary to goad government and the
h'.ll_'!P"il'lCSS of mankind, schools and the means
of education shall forever be encouraged. The
utmost good faith shall always be observed
towards the Indians; their lands and property
shall never be taken from them without thein
consent; and, in their property, rights; and lib-
criy, they shall never be invaded or disturbed,
unless in just and lawful wars authorized by
Congress; but laws founded in justice and
. shall from time to time be made for

humanit
preventing wrongs being done to them, and lor
preserving peace and friendship with them.
ART. 4. The said territory, and the States
which may be formed therein, shall forever
remain a part of this Confederacy of the United
States of America, subject to the Articles of
Confederation, and to such alterations therein
s shall be constitutionally made; and to all the
acts and ordinances of the United States in
Congress assembled, conformable thereto. The
inhabitancs and settlers in the said territory
shall be subject to pay a part of the federal
debts contracted or to be contracted, and a pro-
portional part of the expenses of government,
to be apportioned on them by Congress accord-
ing to the same common rule and measure by
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which apportionments thereof shall be made on
the other States; and the axes for paying their
proportion shall be laid and levied by the
authority and direction of the legislatures of the
districe or districes, or new States, as in the orig-
inal States, within the time agreed upon by the
United States in Congress assembled. The legis-
latures of those districts or new States, shall
never interfere with the primary disposal of the
soil by the United States in Congress assem-
bled, nor with any regulations Congress may
find necessary for securing the title in such soil
to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be
imposed on lands the property of the United
States; and, in no case, shall non-resident pro-
prictors be taxed higher than residents. The
navigable waters leading into the Mississippi
and St. Lawrence, and che carrying places
between the same, shall be common highways
and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of
the said territory as to the citizens of the United
States, and thosc of any other States that may
be admitted into the confederacy, without any
tax, impost, or duty therefore.

ART. 5. There shall be formed in the said
territory, not less than three nor more than five
States; and the boundaries of the States, as soon
as Virginia shall alter her act of cession, and con-
sent to the same, shall become fixed and estab-
lished as follows, to wic: The western State in the
said territory, shall be bounded by the
Mississippi, the Ohio, and Wabash Rivers; a
direct line drawn [rom the Wabash and Post
Vincents, due North, to the territorial line
between the United States and Canada; and, by
the said territorial line, to the Lake of the Woods
and Mississippi. The middle State shall be
bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash
from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio,
by a direct line, drawn due north from the
mouth of the Great Miami, to the said territorial
ling, and by the said territorial line. The castern
State shall be bounded by ¢he last mentioned
direct line, che Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the
said territorial line: Provided, however, and it is
furcher understood and declared, that the
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boundaries of these three States shy|| be sl
5o far to be altered, that, if Congreg .
after find it expedient, they shall hay,
to form one or two States in th

h;l]l I]i
Wirhgp s
: orny at part of ;

territory which lies north of an cas and "-'|
line drawn through the southerly hep or ; ‘1
extreme of lake Michigan, And, wheneyey
the said States shall have sixvy thousing fr ¥f.
inhabitants therein, such State shall | N
by its delegates, into the Congress of
States, on an equal footing with the

© Al
the Unjiaté
e Origing]
States in all respects whatever, and shy|| beg
llll S'm
ang |

erty to form a permanent constitution 4
government: Provided, the constitutioy
ernment so to be formed, shall be republicgy.
and in conformiry to the principles "”“[“jnui'
these articles; and, so far as it can be consiste i
with the general interest of the c:_:nli-.dcTGC}'- 5“1' !
admission shall be allowed at an eailier Perigy] )
and when there may be a less number of e ”
inhabitants in the State than sixty thousagg,
ART. 6. There shall be neither slavery ngn

involuntary servitude in the said tetritory, nrhe
erwise than in the punishment of crimeg whene
of the parry shall have been duly conviered:
Provided, always, That any person ¢scaping ingo
the same, from whom labor or service is lawfyll
ly claimed in any one of the original States,
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and
conveyed to the person claiming his or her
labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the resolutions of the 3rd of April 1784,
relative to the subject of this ordinance, be, and'
the same are hereby repealed and declared null
and void.

& “We the People”

THE CONSTITUTION

In May 1787, forty-two delegates from twelve
states (Rhode Island refused to participate) con;
verged in Philadelphia to try to hammer outa
constitution for a new, stronger federal governs
ment. For four months in sweltering heat and

mﬂ soudh the commen goal

ioned debates, the many and
mpesss of the delegates clashed

j:ﬂ'ﬂui arspectives Of (0 o mmon ground

i .
t compror of preserving the

|avery, the authority of

pbout small states being
‘e states westward expansion,

it issues were all touched

(ibertys ﬂ:‘addreggecl in the final docuhment.

n of the leading figures of the y
e cluding George Washington an
jan,; N L”“ l;\."nmpﬁl&f'. as well as t.he
GErone al thinkers James Madison,

jtic
yound ﬂol'i iAleKE'”der Hamilton. The con-

an ! L
armes wilw:{e[d in secret, with sentries at the
5 t'un—vwho would later call the
s unanimously selected

ag' Aghts, §
concerns @

tion wa
::2,-_ Washind

smiracle
g & “mirac :
m'm'lc?ent of the convention. .y
pﬁsthe end, not every delegate was satisfie
L}

i i asolved, but a document

uravﬂlf)‘ ::::;;:Ilr“: ,;ll twelve states could sup-
‘hnt'ﬁ:igmpleted and put forward to the

i rt for approval. On March _4, 1789, t_he day
“"’.ﬂanh d heen fixed for starting operations qf a
.wh[d‘ 1a overnment under the new Constitution,
n;;lonasgt-és had ratified the Constitution. North
g::;;a ratified It in November 1789 'and Rho‘de
fand In May 1790. In 1791, responding to wide-
o hat provisions protecting indi-

ad concerns
wﬁr:al liberties be included, Congress added the

[ hts. Although many people expected
mme‘ga‘::?tltuticn to be a temporary fix for the
struggling country, It has wnth;tood the test of
time and provided the foundation for American
government for more than two centuries and

sarved as a model for countries across the globe.

We the People of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

Article. 1.

Section 1. Al legislative Powers herein granted
shall'be vested in a Congress of the United
States, which shall consist of a Senate and
House of Representatives,
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Scction. 2. The House of Representatives
shall be composed of Members chosen every
second Year by the People of the several Srates,
and the Electors in cach State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most
numerous Branch of che State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who
shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five
Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the
United States, and who shall not, when clected,
be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall
be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be
apportioned among the several States which
may be included within this Union, according
to their respective numbers, which shall be _
determined by adding to the whole Number ol
free Persons, including chose bound to Service
for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not
taxed, chree fifths of all other Persons. The
actual Enumeration shall be made within three
Years after che first Meceting of the Congress of
the United States, and within every subsequent
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall

by Law direct. The Number of Representatives
shall not exceed one for every thirey Thousand,
but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and undil such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire
shall be entided to chuse three, Massachuserts
eight, Rhode-Tsland and Providence Plantations
one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New
Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one,
-Mfll':;'i‘dlld six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five,
Sotith Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the
Representation from any State, the Executive
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election
o Al such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse
their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have

the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section. 3. The Senate of the United States
shall be composed of two Senators from cach
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six
Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.
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Done in Convention by the Unanimous
consent of the States present the Seventeenth
Day September in the Year of our Lord one
thousand ven hundred and Eighty seven and of
the independence of the United States of
America the Twelfth In witness whereof We
have hereunto subscribed our Names,

George Washington, President and deputy
from Virginia

New Hampshire

John Langdon

Nicholas Gilman

Massachusetts

Narhaniel Gorham

Rufus King

Connecticut

William Samuel Johnson

Roger Sherman

New York

Alexander Hamilton

New Jersey

William Livingston

David Brearley

William Paterson

Jonathan Dayton

Pennsylvania

Benjamin Franklin

Thomas Mifflin

Robert Morris

George Clymer

Thomas FitzSimons

Jared Ingersoll

James Wilson
Gouvernor Morris
Delaware

George Read
Gunning Bedford Jun
John Dickinson
Richard Bassett

Jacob Broom
Maryland

James McHenry

Dan of St. Thomas Jenifer
Daniel Carroll
Virginia

John Blair
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James Madison Jr.

North Carolina

William Blount

Richard Dobbs Spaight

Hu Williamson

South Carolina

J. Rutledge

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney

Pierce Butler L
Georgia

William Few

Abraham Baldwin

Actest

William Jackson, Sectetary

G Address in Favor of the

Constitution

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

By 1787, Benjamin Franklin was considered g
wisest man in America. Franklin, 82, had heay
dispensing wisdom as “Poor Richard” for
decades. He had discovered and captured ligght=
ning. Franklin was one of the first to call for
national union. He had convinced France to cqniy
to the aid of America in the Revolution, and fs
negotiated the Treaty of Paris forcing England g
recognize American sovereignty. Aside from
George Washington, nobody commanded the
same respect. :
He participated throughout the
Constitutional Convention, though he was twifl
ty years older than the next oldest delegate, &
more than twice as old as most of the dele-
gates. Many of Franklin’s pet ideas—a unicam'ed'll
legislature and unpaid officers—were rejected
and he was on the losing side of several issugs:
Nevertheless, Franklin supported the '
Constitution. Upon the conclusion of the convefs
tion on September 17, he rose to speak in favif:
of the document. His speech embodied the s_piﬂ
of compromise and conciliation that he saw Was:
necessary to forge a democratic nation. The
speech was widely circulated throughout
America and very influential in swaying public

of the Constitution. His ;1rticu1a_|-
of f compromise marked an Indis-
f American government.
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.Wol‘t' r;nl fny own Judgment, and to pay
g ect to the | udgment of others. Most
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oo Stecle, a Protestant 1 a Dedication, tells
the Mope, that the only i_)ii_lelrcncr between our
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g'nmi‘i“ [11!: Wr(mg. But tho |1I1:1u)t private
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In these Sentiments, Sir, [ agree to chis
\Constitution, with all its Faults, if they are such;
‘because I think a General Government necessary
for s, and there is no Form of Government but
what may be a Blessing to the People if well
administered; and 1 believe farther that this is
likely to be well administered for a Course of
Years, and can only end in Despotism as other
Forms have done before it when the People shall
become so corrupted as to need Despotic
Sovernment, being incapable of any other. 1
doubt too whether any other Convention we
_;m"ob:“iﬂ may be able to make a better
samstitution: For when you assemble a Number
OEMen 0 have the Advantage of their joint

ange Opinions
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Wisdom, you inevitably assemble with those
Men all their Prejudices, their Passions, their
Errors of Opinion, their local Interests, and
their selfish Views. From such an Assembly can
a perfect Production be expected? It therefore
astonishes me, Sir, to find this System approach-
ing so near to Perfection as it does; and I think
it will astonish our Enemics, who are waiting
with Confidence to hear that our Councils are
confounded, like those of the Builders of Babel,
and thar our States are an the Point of
Separation, only to meet hereafier for the
Purpose of cutting one another's Throats. Thus 1
consent, Sir, to this Constitution because |
expect no better, and because [ am sure that it is
not the best, The Opinions | have had of its
Frrors, | sacrifice to the Public Good. | have
never whisper'd a Syllable of them abroad.
Within these Walls they were born, and here
they shall die. If every one of us in returning to
our Constituents were to report the Objections
he has had to it, and use his Influence to gain
partizans in support of them, we might prevent
its being generally received, and thereby lose all
the salutary Effects and grear Advantages result-
ing naturally in our favor among foreign
Nations, as well as among ourselves, from our
real or apparent Unanimity, Much of the
Strength and Efficiency of any Government, in
procuting and securing Happiness to the People,
depends on Opinion, on the general Opinion of
the Goodness of thar Government as well as of
the Wisdom and Integrity of its Governors. |
hope therefore that for our own Sakes, as a part
of the People, and for the sake of our Posteriry,
we shall act heartily and unanimously in recom-
mending this Constitution, wherever our
Influence may extend, and rurn our future
Thoughts and Endeavours to the Means of hav-
ing it well administered.
On the whole, Sit [ cannot help expressing

a Wish, that every Member of the Convention,
who may still have Objections to it, would with
me on this Ocecasion doubt a little of his own
Infallibility; and to make manifest our
Unanimity, put his Name to this Instrument.
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& “The tree of liberty must
be refreshed”

THOMAS JEFFERSON

Not everyone agreed with Franklin’s perspective,
The publication of the proposed Constitution
came as a surprise to many who were not even
aware that a completely new form of govern-
mgnt was in the works. Initial reactions were
mixed. Thomas Jefferson, who was in Paris at
the time of the convention, had decidedly mixed
views of the Constitution. In this November 13
1787, letter to William Stephens Smith he ‘
expresses his reaction and qguestions the need
for a new Constitution.

Dear Sir,
...l do not know whether it is to yourself or

M r. Adams I am to give my thanks for the copy
of the new constitution. T beg leave chrough you
to place them where due. Te will be yet chree
weeks before 1 shall receive them from America.
There are very good articles in it and very bad.
I do not know which preponderace. What we
have lately read in the history of Holland, in the
chapter on Stadholder, would have sufficed to
set me against a Chicef magistrate eligible for a
long duration, if T had ever been disposed
towards one: and what we have always read of
the clections of Polish kings should have forever
excluded the idea of one concinuable for life.
Wonderful is the effect of impudent and perse-
vering lying. The Bridsh ministry have so long
hired their gazetteers to repeat and model into
every form lies about our being in anarchy, thac
the world has at length believed them, the
English nacion has believed them, the ministers
themselves have come to believe them, and what
is more wonderful, we have belicved them our-
selves. Yet where does this anarchy exis? Where
did it ever exist, except in the single instance of
Mﬂssachusctts? And can history produce an
instance of a rebellion so honourably conduct-
L:d? [ say nothing of its motives, They were
founded in ignorance, not wickedness. God
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o Debating the need forg
Bill of Rights

JAMES WILSON AND JOHN
SMILIE

One of the major points of contention in the
dgbates over the Constitution was a Bill of
Rights guaranteeing citizens certain liberties.
Pennsylvania held a convention in November to
gonsider ratifying the Constitution. Almost
|mmgdiately, one of the major points of con-
tention was the lack of a declaration of rights
guaranteeing certain liberties to citizens, as this
quember 28, 1787, exchange between James
Wilson, who signed the Constitution, and John
Smilie shows. Pennsylvania ratified the
Constitution on December 12, five days after
Delaware was the first state to do so.
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has o bill of rights, and will it be said that her
constitution was less free?

JOHN SMILIE: | beg, leave to observe, M.
President, that although it has not been inserted
i the printed volume of state constitutions, yet
I have heen assured by Mr. Mason, that
Virginia has a bill of rights.

WiLsoN: I do not rely upon the information
of Mr. Mason, or of any other gentleman on a
question of this kind, buc 1 refer to the authen-
ticity, of the volume which contains the state
constitutions; and in that Virginia has no bill of
rights. Bur, Sir, has South Carolina no sceurity
forher liberties? That state has no bill of rights.
Are the citizens of the Eastern shore of
Delaware more secured in their freedom, or
more enlightened on the subject of government
than che citizens of the western shore? New
Jersey h?S no bill of rights; New York has none.
Thus, Sir, ic appears from the example of other
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states, as well as from principlc, that a bill of
rights is neicher an essential nora necessary
instrument in framing a system of government,
since liberty may exist and be as well sceured
without it But it was not only unnccessary, but
on this occasion, it was found impmclicablc; for
who will be bold enough to undertake to enu-
merate all the rights of the people? And when
the accempt to enumerate them is made, it
must be remembered that if the enumeration is
essly men-

not complete, every thing not exp
tioned will be presumed to be purposefully
omitted. So it must be with a bill of rights, and
an omission in stating the powers grantcd to
the government, is not so dangerous as an
omission r::L'npituI;uing the righes reserved by
the people. We have already seen the origin of
magna charta, and tracing the subject still fur-
ther we find the petition of rights claiming the
liberties of the people, according to the laws
and statutes of the realm, of which the great
charter was the most material; so that here
again recourse is had o che old source from
which their liberties are derived, the grant of
the king. It was not ‘dll the revolution that the
subject was placed upon a different footing, and
even then the people did not claim their liber-
ties as an inherent right, but as the result of an
original contract herween them and the sover-
eign. Thus, Mer. President, an attention to the
situation of England, will shew that the con-
duct of that country in respect to bills of rights,
cannot furnish an example to the inhabitants of
the United States, who by the revolution have
regained a | their nacural rights, and possess
their liberty neither by grant nor contract. In
short, Sir, T have said thar a bill of rights would
have been improperly annexed to the federal
plan, and for this plain reason, that it would
imply that whatever is not rxprcw‘d given,
which is not the principle of the proposed
constitution.
smirli: The arguments which have been
urged, Mr. President, have not in my opinion,
satisfactorily shewn chata bill of rights would
have been an improper, nay, that it is nota
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necessary appendage to the proposed system. As
it has been denied chac Virginia possesses a bill
of rights, I shall on that subject only observe,
that Mr. Mason, a gentleman certainly of great
information and integrity, has assured me that
such a thing does exist, and T am persuaded, I
shall be able to a future period to lay it before
the convention. Bu, Sir, the state of Delaware
has a bill of rights, and [ believe one of the hon-
orable members who now contests the necessity
and propriety of that instrument, took a very
conspicuous part in the formation of the
Delaware government. It seems however that che
members of the federal convention were them-
selves convinced, in some degrec, of the expedi-
ency and propricty of a bill of rights, for we find
them expressly declaring the writ of Habeas
Corpus and the trial by jury in criminal cases
shall not be suspended or infri nged. How does
this indeed agrec with the maxim that whatever
is not given is reserved? Does it not rather
appear from the reservation of these two articles
that every thing else, which is not specified is
included in the powers delegated to the govern-
ment? This, sir, must prove the necessity of a
full and explicit declaration of rights; and when
we furcher consider the extensive, the undefined
powers vested in the administrators of this sys-
tem, when we consider the system itself as a
grear political compact between the governors
and the governed, a plain, strong, and accurate,
criterion by which the people might at once
determine when, and in what instance, their
rights were violated, is a preliminary, without
which this plan ought no to be adopted. So
loosely, so inaccurately are the powers which are
enumerated in this constitution defined, that it
will be impossible, without a test of that kind,
to ascertain the limits of authority, and to
declare when government has degenerated into
oppression. In that event the contese will arise
between the people and the rulers: “You have
exceeded the powers of your office, you have
oppressed us,” will be the language of the suffer-
ing citizens. The answer of che government will
be short—"We have not exceeded our power:
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you have no text by which you can Prove ji»
Hence, Sir, it will be impracticable 1o stop I:]
progress of tyranny, for there will be ngq .;ht'.m
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futile and uncertaing since it will e difficy),
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wil]l be neither .'i}"sl'c]||;llii‘_'._ll‘ nor 11|I.:_t||imou5‘ !r-l
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bill of rights was insurmountable: bur, M,
President, | can not agree in this opinion, Que
experience, and the numerous precedens befory
us, would have furnished a very sufficion; Buidg
At present there is no security, even for fhe
rights of conscience, and under the sweepin
force of the sixth article, every principle of bil
ol rights, every stipulation for the maoy sacted
and invaluable privileges of man, are lef; to the
mercy of government,

& Federalist I On the
Purpose of the Writer

ALEXANDER HAMILTON

To encourage public support for the
Constitution, James Madison of Virginia and
Alexander Hamilton and John Jay wrote a series
of letters explaining the advantages of the
Constitution and debunking criticisms of it.
Collectively, the eighty-five essays became
known as The Federalist Papers. They were ini-
tially published in a series of New York publica-
tions—The Independent Journal, Packet and Daily
Advertiser—in 1787 and 1788. Hamilton wrote
fifty-one essays, Madison fifteen, and Jay five.
The balance were written by Hamilton or
Madison or the two together. All of the articles
were signed “Publius.” The first article was pub-
lished in The Independent Journal on October
27,1787.

Although Hamilton had argued for a stronger,
executive than the Constitution allowed, he
became one of the document’s most forceful
advocates. He was the only New York delegate
to sign the Constitution while the other two
state representatives refused to endorse the

ew York's approval of the
n was critical to the success of the
t|tu_l10 Although the Constitution was rati-
ftien: aquired nine states by the time
d by i rer to consider the Constitution, the
i :;w' York to participate would have lit-
! tlhe new country in two and deprived
or commercial center. The Fed_erallst
pofa m?'erih‘i influenced the state's decision to
Paler5 he Constitution on July 26, 1788. Ina
patify the o The Federalist Papers constituted
jarger ?enfdihary articulation of the principles of
an extrao ament. Thomas Jefferson described
55|f-gove:the best commentary on the principles
trf.;rg:;mmem which was ever written.”
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After an I.llu‘.qll.i\l'(}l.'.'d]lcxl‘u(‘]‘il!l;l:_'c ul’1|1f- ineffica-
< of the subsisting Federal Government, you
i o deliberate on a new
are called upon ro delibe: : _ Y
Constitution for tlnl- U:um{ States of An‘mrlm.
The subject speaks its own importance; com-
rehending in its consequences, nothing less
than the existence of the L‘JN I_ON‘, t‘hc safery
and welfare ::I"lln: pars u? WI!ICII it is com-
posed, the late of an empire, in many respects,
the most interesting in thc. world. It has been
frequently remarked, that it seems to have bc.en
reserved to the people of this country, by their
conduct and example, to decide the important
question, whether societies of men are capable
or not, of establishing good government from
reflection and choice, or whether they are forev-
er destined to depend, for their political consti-
witions, on accident and force. If there be any
cruth in the remark, the crisis, at which we are
arrived, may with propriety be regarded as the
era in which that decision is to be made; and a
wrong election of the part we shall act, may, in
this view, deserve to be considered as the gener-
al misfortune of mankind.

This idea will add the inducements of phi-
lanthropy to those of patriotism to heighten the
Sulicitude, which all considerate and good men
must feel for the event, Happy will it be if our
choice should be decided by a judicious esti-
mitte of our true interests, unperplexed and
utihiassed by considerations not connected with
the public good, Bur this is a thing more
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ardently to be wished, than scriously to be
expected. The plan offered to our deliberations
affects too many particular interests, innovates
upon too many local institutions, not to involve
in its discussion a variety of objects foreign to
its merits, and of views, passions, and preju-
dices little favorable to the discovery of truth.

Among the most formidable of the obstacles
which the new Constitution will have to
encounter, may readily be distinguished the
obvious interest of a certain class of men in
every State to resist all changes which may haz-
ard a diminucion of the power, emolument, and
consequence of the offices they hold under the
State establishments—and the perverted ambi-
tion of another class of men, who will either
hope to aggrandize themselves by the confusions
of their country or will flatter themselves with
fairer prospects of elevation from the subdivision
of the empire into several partial confederacies,
than from its union under one government.

It is not, however, my design to dwell upon
observations of this nature. I am well aware that
it would be disingenuous to resolve indiscrimi-
nately the opposition of any set of men (merely
because their situations might subject them to
suspicion) into interested or ambitious views:
Candor will oblige us to admit, that even such
men may be actuated by upright intentions;
and cannot be doubted that much of the oppo-
sition which has made its appearance, or may
hereafter make its appearance, will spring from
sources blameless at least, if not respectable; the
honest errors of minds led astray by precon-
ceived jealousies and fears. So numerous,
indeed, and so powerful are the causes which
serve to give a false bias to the judgment, that
we, upon many occasions, see wise and good
men on the wrong as well as on the right side
of questions of the first magnitude to society.
This circumstance, if duly attended to, would
furnish a lesson of moderation to those who arc
ever so much persuaded of their being in the
right in any controversy. And a further rcason
for caution in this respect might be drawn from
the reflection that we are not always sure that

195




creator; therefore, he must submit his will, in
what concerns all, to the will of the whole soci-
ety. What does he lose by this submission? The
power of doing injuries to others—the dread of
suffering injuries from them—and the incom-
modities of mental or bodily weakness. What
does he gain by it? The aid of those associated
with him—protection against injuries from
them or others—a capacity of enjoying his
undelegated rights to the best advantage-—a
repeal of his fears—and tranquillity of mind—
or, in other words, that perfect liberty better
described in the Holy Scriptures, than any
where else, in these expressions—“When every
man shall sit under his vine, and under his fig
tree, and none shall make him afraid.”

The like submission, with a correspondent
expansion and accommodation, must be made
between states, for the like benefits in a
confederation....

If, as some persons seem to think, a bill of
rights is the best security of rights, the sover-
eignties of the several states have this best secu-
rity, for they are not barely declared to be
rights, but are taken into it as component parts
for their perpetual preservation by themselves.
In short, the government of each state is, and is
to be, sovereign and supreme in all matters that
relate to each state only. It is to be subordinate
barely in those matters that relate to the whole;
and it will be their own faults, if the several
states suffer the federal sovereignty to interfere
in chings of their respective jurisdictions. An
instance of such interference with regard to any
single state will be a dangerous precedent as to
all, and therefore will be guarded against by all,
as the trustees or servants of the several states
will not dare, if they retain their senses, so to
violate the independent sovereignty of their
respective states, that justly darling object of
American affections, to which they are responsi-
ble, besides being endeared by all the charities
of life.

The common sense of mankind agrees to
the devolution of individual wills in society;
and if ic has not been as universally assented to
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in conlederation, the reasons are evideng, ang
worthy of being retained in remembrance |,
Americans....

How beautifully and forcibly does the
inspired Apostle Saint Paul, argue upon 4 sub
limer subject, with a wrain of reasoning “'ficll.
applicable to the present? His words Are—Af
the foot shall say, because [ am not the |‘-'-lnd‘]

Y

am not of the body; is it therefore not of the

bady? and if the ear shall say, because [ oy oy
the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefoge
of the body?™ As plainly inferring, as coyld be
done in thar allegorical manner, the sttonges

censute of such partial discontents, especially o
r

his meaning is enforced by his description of
the benefits of union in these expressiong—p
now they are many members, yet but one hndyq
and the eye cannot say to the hand, I haye no 1
need of thee again; nor again, the head to the
feet, I have no need of you.”

U,

& “There is no

alternative”

GEORGE WASHINGTON

Like many of the signers of the Constitution,
George Washington had mixed feelings about the
particulars of the document. However, as this
1788 letter to the Marquis de Lafayette makes
clear, Washington was willing to overlook the
details for the sake of the most pressing issues.
For Washington these were limiting the powers
of government to as little as possible and divid-
ing government into branches that would pre-
vent the rise of any single individual or class.
The alternative to the Constitution, he believed,
was anarchy.

You appear to be, as might be expected from a
real friend to this Country, anxiously concerned
about its present political situation. So far as |
am able 1 shall be 11;1[1}))‘ in gr:lLii}-’ing_', that
friendly solicitude. As to my sentiments with
respect to the merits of the new Constitution ]
will disclose them without reserve (although by

Jave not hin

HU{

with some

ugh the Post offices they should

pussing l]1'”:\&“1 to the world) fory in truth, |
ecome K" + 1o conceal on that subject. It
- nt:t?: then little short ni'a. Ilflir:li'_‘](.',
Delegates from so many dl“'t‘l’t‘.!fl"
hich States you know are ii!b‘(l different
in their manners, ¢ircum-

es) should unite in forming

“chnrs
that the
grates (W
;;'rﬂ'“ each oth et a1 8

s and prejudic : HHIE
;lanf-t.m of national Government, so little liable
i:::;l l]:un(ilfd ()bii{t.‘[]‘i_’llh:lh'. r‘itl'l-!"."l_lll .I yet s:lch
an erithusiastics }I:II'II:I.| rn‘u_n‘f l.‘jL‘lllhlllI}alIﬂE"-l
*miter of it, as not to pn_l'(.LIWL‘ I-E is nn‘cu_?u
. real (though not radical) defects,

The limits of a letter would not suffer me to go
fully into an examination (Ili them; nor would
the discussion be entertaining or Prnhrlnblc. l
therefore forebear to t:mc]T upon it, th

atd to the two great points (the pivors on
which the whole machine must move) my
Creed is simple:

1st—That the general Government is not
ifivested with more Powers th:lm are I[Illli!i‘PL'.IlS'.i-
By necessary (o perform the functions of a
good Government; and, consequently, that no
abjection ought to be made against the quanti-
wof Power delegared to it:

" 2ly—That these Powers (as the appoint-
ment of all Rulers will forever arise from, and,
at shore stated intervals, recur to the free suf-
frage of the People) are so distributed among
the legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches,
into which the general Government is arranged,
that it can never be in danger of degenerating
into a monarchy, an Oligarchy, an Aristocracy,
orany other despotic or oppressive form; so
long as there shall remain any virtue in the

body of the People.

I would not be understood my dear mar-
quis () Spt.':lk ni—t.':n‘lscqltcnc:.‘s which may be
produced, in the revolution ol ages, by corrup-
tions of morals, profligacy of manners, and list-
lessness for the preservation of the natural and
tnalienable rights of mankind; nor of the sue-
Cessful usurpations that may be established at
md} s unpropitious juncture, upon the ruins
ofliberty, howeyer, providently guarded and
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secured, as these are contingencies against
which no human prudence can effectually pro-
vide. [t will at least be a recommendation to the
proposed Constitution that it is provided with
more checks and batriers against the introduc-
tion of tyranny, & those of a nature less liable
to be surmounted, than any government hither-
to instituted among mortals, hath possessed.
We are not to expect perfection in this world:
but mankind, in modern times, have apparently
made some progress in the science of
Government. Should that which is now offered
to the People of America, be found on experi-
ment less perfect than it can be made—a
Constitutional door is left open for its amelio-
ration. Some respectable characters have wished
that the States, after having pointed out what-
ever alterations and amendments may be
judged necessary, would appoint another federal
Convention to modify it upon those docu-
ments. For myself I have wondered that sensible
men should not see the impracticability of the
scheme. The members would go fortified with
such Instructions that nothing but discordant
ideas could prevail. Had I but slightly suspected
(at the time when the late Convention was in
session) that another Convention would not be
likely to agree upon a better form of
Government, I should now be confirmed in the
fixed belief that they would not be able to agree
upon any Systemn whatever: So many, I may
add, such contradictory, and, in my opinion,
unfounded objections have been urged against
the System in contemplation; many of which
would operate equally against every efficient
Government that might be proposed. I will
only add, as a farther opinion founded on the
maturest deliberation, that there is no alterna-
tive—no hope of alteration—no immediate
resting place—between the adoption of this and
a recurrence to an unqualified state of Anarchy,
with all its deplorable consequences.
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“A wrong step now and
the Republic will be lost

forever”

PATRICK HENRY

The legendary revolutionary Patrick Henry was
one of the staunchest opponents of the
Constitution, which he feared would squash indi-
vidual liberties. Saying he represented the voice
of the people, he described his misgivings at the
outset of the Virginia Constitutional Convention.
Despite Henry's objections, which were wide-
spread, Virginia ratified the Constitution on June
25, 1788.

Mr. Chairman. The public mind, as well as my
own, is extremely uneasy at the proposed
change of Government. Give me leave to form
one of the number of those who wish to be
thoroughly acquainted with the reasons of this
perilous and uneasy situation—and why we are
brought hither to decide on this great national
question. 1 consider myself as the servant of the
people of this Commonwealth, as a centinel
over their rights, liberty, and lmppincss. [ repre-
sent their feelings when 1 say, that they are
exceedingly uneasy, being brought from that
state of full security, which they enjoyed, to the
present delusive appearance of things. A year
ago the minds of our citizens were at perfect

repose. Before the meeting of che late Federal
Convention at Philadelphia, a general peace,
and an universal tranquility prevailed in this
country; but since that period they are exceed-
ingly uneasy and disquicted. When 1 wished for
an appointment to this Convention, my mind
was extremely agitated for the sicuation of pub-
lic affairs. I conceive the republic to be in
extreme danger. IF our situation be thus uncasy,
whence has arisen this fearful jeopardy? It arises
from chis facal system—it arises from a proposal
to change our government: A proposal that
goes to the utter annihilation of the most
solemn engagements of the States. A proposal of
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establishing 9 States into a confederaey,

¥,
eventual exclusion of 4 States. It poey 1o
annihi

Ly 1-]1e
the
. = . = S e ilavg
formed with foreign nations. The preg :

S SENt cjp.
cumstances of France—the good offices ;.

ation of those solemn treatie

. 3 ne
dered us by that kingdom, require oy Most

faithtul and most puncrual adherence 1, ot
treaty with her. We are in alliance wich the
Spaniards, the Dutch, the Prussians: Those
treaties bound us as thirteen States, confederg,
ed together—Yet, here is a proposal 1o seyep
that confederacy. [s it possible that we shatl
abandon all our treaties and national engage.
ments? And for what? | expected to haye heird
the reasons of an event so unexpected 1oy
mind, and many others. Was our civil polity, g
public justice, endangered or sapped? W lHu
real existence of the country threatened—g; Wiy
this preceded by a mournful progression of
events? This proposal of altering our Federy|
Government is of a most alarming nature: make
the best of this new Government—say it is
composed by any thing but inspiration—yg,
ought to be extremely cautious, watchful, jeal-
ous of yout liberty; for instead of sccu ing your
rights you may lose them forever. It a wrong
step be now made, the republic may be lost for.
ever. If chis new government will not come up
to the expectation of the people, and they
should be disappointed—rtheir liberty will be
lost, and tyranny must and will arise. | repeat it
again, and 1 beg Gentemen to consider, thata
wrong step made now will plunge us into mis-
cry, and our Republic will be lost. Tt will be nec-
essary [or the Convention to have a faichful his-
torical detail of the facts, that preceded the ses-
sion of the Federal Convention, and the reasons
that actuated its members in proposing an
entire alteration of Government—and to
demonstrate the dangers that awaited us. If they
were of such awful magnitude, as to warranta
proposal so extremely perilous as chis, | must
assert, that this Convention has an absolute
right to a thorough discovery of cvery circun-
stance relative to this great event. And here 1
would make this enquiry of those worthy

ho composed a patt of the late
ation. | am sure they were fully
h the necessity of forming a great
sovernment, instead of a confed-

crers W

I";':lcru] conY®
ccecl Wit
mpress ¢
m"srahd’i‘f;_ﬂ this is consolidated government
gation: I.[‘;-.d‘])/ clear, and the danger of such a
g demoDSt is, to my mind very striking, 1
U“"'cmmc-m|. n,; veneration for these
have the h]ﬂl:,L Sir, give me leave to demand,
Ut‘f"lc_mcni ad they to say, We, the People. My
what nl"’h_l ‘-[;}.,-'”y, :_‘x(ih.‘ii;"t.‘ of my anxious solic-
F”“nm[ “i”' Im.h]ic welfare, leads me to ask,
jrude fot “.t-.].d them to speak the language of,
who :m[h: l" h:[.c instead of We, the States? States
W the :%?.L-[L:ristics. and the soul of a confed-
g Ehc C]F: |1L Seates be not the agents of this
craul)‘ﬂ .., it must be one great consolidated
;{Eﬁi‘:ﬂ'govcrIUHFHt of the PC()Pll.t of :a.ll the
Sgates: | have the .h:gh{'e;{ respect for lFlUM_‘
Gentlemen who formed the Convention, and
Were some of them not here, | w:uuld express
some restimonial of my esteem I!'nr them.
America had on a former occasion put the .
utmost confidence in them: A L't‘)‘I'I[’lth’I'i:.'.t.‘ Wh.IL'h
was well p]:u'nrd: And aim sure, Sir, [ tvou]d give
u15 any thing to them; [ would F!lcarh]lly con-
fide in them as my Representatives. But, Sir, on
this great occasion, | wn'uld ill.'l"l'lil.ﬂt'l thf: cause
of their conduct, Even from thart illustrious
man, who saved us by his valor, I would have a
reasont For his conduct—that liberty which he
has given us by his valor, tells me to ask this rea-
son, and sure [ am, were he here, he would give
us that reason: but there are other Gendlemen
here, who can give us this information. The
people gave them no power to use their name.
That they exceeded their power is perfectly
clear. It is not mere curiosity that actuates me—
[ wish to hear the real actual existing danger,
which should lead us to take these so dangerous
in my conception. Disorders have arisen in
other parts of America, but here, Sir, no dan-
gers, no insurrection or tumult, has happened—
every thing has been calm and tranquil. But
notwithstanding this, we are wandering on the
Breat ocean of human affairs. [ see no landmark
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to guide us. We are running we know not
whither. Difference in opinion has gone to a
degree of inflammatory resentment in different
pares of the country—which has been occa-
sioned by this perilous innovation. The Federal
Convention ought to have amended the old sys-
tem—for this purpose they were solely delegat-
ed: The object of their mission extended to no
other consideration. You must therefore forgive
the solicitation of one unworthy member, to
know what danger could have arisen under the
present confederation, and what are the causes
of this proposal to change our Government.

) The Raising: A New
Song for Federal
Mechanics

FRANCIS HOPKINSON

Francis Hopkinsen published this Federalist song
in the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1788 to support
and celebrate the Constitution. It captures the
essential principles that the Federalists advocat-
ed—a firm federal government and free citi-
zens—by comparing the founding of the new
government to the construction of a strong
house. The song represented the spirit with
which the new country embarked upon becoming
a new nation in a sometimes hostile world.

i.

Come muster, my Lads, your mechanical Tools,

Your Saws and your Axes, your Hammers and
Rules;

Bring your Mallets and Planes, your Level and
Line,

And Plenty of Pins of American Pine;

For our roof we will raise, and our Song still
shall be—

A government firm and our Citizens free.

i,
Come, up with Plates, lay them firm on the

Wall,
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