U.S. POLICY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AFTER WORLD WAR II 
Time and Place: Thursdays 18.30 – 19.50 (J2083) 
Jan Bečka, PhD., Department of American Studies, Institute of International Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in Prague/Ministry of Defence of the Czech Republic, Defence Policy and Strategy Division 
Office Hours, Spring Semester 2016/2017: by appointment via email
Email: jan.becka@gmail.com 
Course Description: 
The aim of the course is to provide an in-depth analysis of the U.S. policy in Southeast Asia after World War II. The interpretations of this period of the U.S. engagement in the region had been somewhat overshadowed by the Cold War and bipolar division of the world, but many of the general conclusions that can be made about the situation in Europe cannot be applied to other parts of the world. In Southeast Asia, the U.S. policy went through a particular development – from the establishment of power base in the region in the late 1940s and 1950s, through the engagement in Indochina and its unsuccessful conclusion in the 1960s and 1970s, to the maintaining of status quo and focusing on other regions in the 1980s and 1990s. The events of the last decade, especially the “Asian pivot” of the United States under the Obama Administration, can be traced to the post-war developments. In a similar fashion, the future developments in the region under the Trump Administration could be better understood if the historical context is taken properly into account. 
The course is structured so as to analyze not only the U.S. foreign policy, but also other aspects of the interaction with the region – military, social, economic, cultural. It seeks to discover not only how the U.S. position in Southeast Asia has changed over the years, but also how has its image transformed in many Asian countries, and conversely, how has the perception of the U.S. transformed in these states. For this to be accomplished, it is necessary to use both secondary and mainly primary materials and to set the U.S. thinking about Southeast Asia (and the thinking about U.S. in Southeast Asia) into the wider context of the time period in question. 
Requirements and Grading System: 
The students are expected to posses an adequate proficiency in English to be able to participate in discussions, analyze the documents and secondary readings and to write the term paper. Six credits are awarded for completing the course. The requirements are as follows:
· Term paper – max. 10 pages, topics selected by each student and subject to approval (70 %  of the final grade); 
· Oral presentation on one of the topics discussed throughout the semester (30 % of the final grade).
Structure and Program of the Course 
The course is structured as a lecture and seminar (1/1). In most cases, a short lecture on the given topic will be followed by discussion of the readings. In most cases, the individual classes follow a chronological order and can be divided into several modules as follows:

Module I – The U.S. Emergence as a Major Player in Southeast after World War II

23. 2. 2017 – Scene Setter (situation after World War II, the U.S. priorities, basic principles guiding the U.S. policy towards the end of the war, strengths vs. weaknesses) 

2. 3. 2017 – Southeast Asia through the Bipolar Lenses (the beginnings of Cold War in Southeast Asia, new priorities of the U.S. foreign policy – from “democratization” to “stabilization”) 
9. 3. 2017 – The Limits of the U.S. influence in Southeast Asia (First Indochina War, the “alliance politics” in Asia and its failures, the “seeds of doom” after the First Geneva Conference) 
Module II – The Shadows of Indochina 

16. 3. 2017 – The U.S. Concepts of Security and State-building Applied vis-à-vis the Communist Aggression in Vietnam (the vision of South Vietnamese state, regional cooperation and its role, relations with other countries, the “Quiet American” policy)
23. 3. 2017 – War Hawks? The Johnson Administration and the Escalation of the Second Indochina War (reasons to go in vs. reasons to go out, “the superiority trap”, reactions to the growing U.S. presence in the region)

30. 3. 2017 – The Other Front – Economic and Social Warfare in the 1960s and 1970s (U.S. aid and assistance programs and their impact on the economies and societies of the recipient countries – case-study of Thailand)
6. 4. 2017 – “The Golden Eagle and the Red Eagle” – Propaganda and Anti-propaganda in Southeast Asia during the Second Indochina War (the portrayal of “allies and enemies”, traditional cultural and social patterns and stereotypes in new political reality, identification of radicalism with communism)

20. 4. 2017 – An Utter Failure? The Fall of Saigon and the U.S. Legacy in Southeast Asia (the end of Second Indochina War and its ramifications for the U.S. position, the U.S. strategies in the wake of the communist victory in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos)
Module III – New Southeast Asia and New United States 

27. 4. 2017 – The Age of Asian Tigers (economic growth in the region, intensification of regional cooperation – ASEAN, growing assertiveness of the Southeast Asian countries and the U.S. reaction, the “Asian miracle” ends)

4. 5. 2017 – The Dawn of the New Century (September 2001 and its impact on the U.S. policy in Southeast Asia, old rivalries and new problems, impacts of the “war on terror” on the stability of the region) 

11. 5. 2017 – The Obama Administration and the “Return to Asia” (the rise of China, new U.S. strategic priorities in Southeast Asia, new patterns and ways of U.S. power projection in the region, new opportunities and threats)
18. 5. 2017 – The End of the “Asian Century”? Southeast Asia, the U.S. and the Geopolitical Stability of the World (the “new world order”, the Trump Administration and the outlook for the future US presence in Southeast Asia and the Pacific)
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