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Course Description
This course is a graduate-level introduction to the history and the knowledge paradigms of the inter-discipline of American Studies, our intellectual community. Since American Studies borrows approaches and methodologies from many other fields, you will find this course useful if you study the Social Sciences and the Humanities - including Political Science, Sociology, International Relations, History, Literary or Cultural History, and Cultural Studies. This course will teach students the foundations and ‘habits of the heart’ of critically evaluating models of scholarship and methodologies in American Studies and related disciplines. In this, the skills this class teaches are essential not only for further graduate studies, but also for careers in academia and research, and for project-based professions - including think tanks and the government, the cultural sector, civil society, global organizations, and corporate work).

Roughly divided into periods, we will be examining the guiding questions and concerns of the field, and the theoretical approaches and scholarly methodologies that were used to treat them. The characters of American Studies we will meet include the gunfighters of the Wild West, the heroic figure of the American engineer, U.S. professors sent overseas on the Fulbright program, 19th century stage actors and audiences, a midwife from 18th century Maine, the guards and prisoners of Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, middle-class housewives reading the Book of the Month, Indians played by white Americans, and African Americans appealing to the United Nations about U.S. racism. 
By critically examining the field, we will learn about how American Studies has served to (re-)define U.S. identity, uphold Anglo-Saxon superiority over other groups, identify the elements of a uniquely U.S. culture, wage the Cold War against Communism, advance identity politics or diversity, critique U.S. imperialism, reassert the centrality of specific minority groups in American history, and grapple with the power and limits of the U.S. nation state in an age of globalization.
Course Requirements
Attendance and Participation = 25 %  

Book presentation = 20 %                         

Book review = 25 %

Final paper = 30 %

Course Structure: In general, each class session of this course will start out with a formal presentation by no more than two (2) students on the whole of the scholarly book assigned for that class. This group will also pose some questions for discussion on the specific book chapter that the whole class read. The rest of the session will be taken up by in-class discussion of the book chapter and related topics. This means that for each class, ALL students will have to have read and bring in printed form the assigned reading (see weekly breakdown of this syllabus), and one group of them will have to read the whole book. (You will receive advice about strategies for the accelerated reading of scholarly books in your first class.) unless otherwise indicated, you can find the readings in electronic form on the Student Information Service (SIS) under the course name. Unless otherwise indicated, all book are on reserve (you can read the book only there) in the Jinonice Library.
Assignments: This course will require you to orally present on one book, to submit a written book review of 4-6 pages, and a final position paper of 6-8 pages. You will receive instructions on each of these assignments in class, and the corresponding instruction documents will be available on SIS. 
Syllabus

Week 1. Oct. 2. Introduction and Overview; the Moving Frontiers of American Studies

Frank Pajares, synopsis of Thomas S. Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. University of Chicago Press, 1962. 
http://www.uky.edu/~eushe2/Pajares/kuhnsyn.html 

Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History.” Report of the American Historical Association for 1893, 199-227.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/22994/22994-h/22994-h.htm 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/TURNER/home.html
Recommended: 
Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. University of Chicago Press, 1962. Jinonice Library Record Number 001529339

Richard White, “Frederick Jackson Turner and Buffalo Bill” (7-65) in James R. Grossman, ed., The Frontier in American Culture. Exhibition catalogue with essays. University of California Press, 1994

http://www.studythepast.com/his378/turnerandbuffalobill.pdf 

Week 2. Oct. 9. The Myth and Symbol School

Preface, Prologue, Chapter 1 “Wilderness Transformed” (7-21); Chapter 2 “The Rainbow and the Grid” (22-39); photo insert; Chapter 8 “Two Kingdoms” (128-141); Chapter 9 “The Shadow of a Myth” (142-165); Epilogue (166-170) in Alan Trachtenberg, Brooklyn Bridge: Fact and Symbol. Chicago, London: University of Chicago Press, 1965 
Week 3. Oct. 16. American Studies and Orientalism
Guest professor: Dr. Anna Viden
Preface (xi-xv), “Introduction: Middle East Interests” (1-42), and Chapter 5 “Iran, Islam, and the Terrorist Threat, 1979-1989” (198-234) in Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East, 1945-2000. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001. Selections on SIS; WHOLE BOOK ELECTRONIC TEXT ACCESSIBLE ONLINE THROUGH THE JINONICE LIBRARY.
Week 4. Oct. 23. American Studies as a Cold War Program
“Prague: October and November [1947]” (92-111) F. O. Matthiessen, From the Heart of Europe. New York: Oxford University Press, 1948

“American Studies in Europe” (94-133) in Richard Pells, Not Like Us: How Europeans Have Loved, Hated, and Transformed American Culture Since World War II. New York: Basic Books, 1997. Record Number 001508605
Introduction (1-17); “‘The Special American Conditions’: Marxism and American Studies” (169-192), Notes to the chapter (264-265) in Michael Denning, Culture in the Age of Three Worlds. London, New York: Verso, 2004. Record Number 000828022
Week 5. Oct. 30. The “Dramas” of American Culture/al Studies

Gene Wise, “‘Paradigm Dramas’ in American Studies: A Cultural and Institutional History of the Movement,” American Quarterly, vol. 31, no. 3 (1979), 293-337

http://sociologyofculture.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/wise_paradigm_dramas_aq_1979.pdf 

Gene Wise, “Some Elementary Axioms for an American Culture Studies” In Prospects, v. 4. Cambridge University Press, 1979. pp 517-547 
Jay Mechling, “Some [New] Elementary Axioms for an American Cultural] Studies.” American Studies, 38:2, (Summer 1997): 9-30
James J. Farrell, “Some Elementary Questions for an American Cultural Studies. Response to Mechling and Kilgore.” American Studies, 38:2. (Summer 1997): 41-47
Week 6. Nov. 6. Early Americanists and Micro/Psycho-History

Front matter, Contents, Illustrations, Introduction (3-35); Chapter 2 “September 1788” (72-101); Notes to Chapter 2 (381-385) in Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812. New York: Vintage, 1990. Record Number 000200470
Week 7. Nov. 13. Domestic and International Relations
Front matter, Contents, Illustrations, Preface (xv-xx); Introduction (3-17); Chapter 5 “Losing Control in Camelot” (152-202); Notes to Chapter 5 (291-300) in Mary L. Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2000. Record Number 001507599
Week 8. Nov. 20. Ethnic Studies
Selections from Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. Aunt Lute Books, 1987. Record Number 000187878
Also a summary review on a blog:

http://thoughtjam.wordpress.com/2009/01/02/gloria-anzaldua-borderlandsla-frontera-the-new-mestiza/ 
George J. Sánchez, “Creating the Multicultural Nation: Adventures in Post-Nationalist American Studies in the 1990s” (40-62) In John Carlos Rowe, ed., Post-Nationalist American Studies. Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 2000. Selections on SIS; WHOLE BOOK ELECTRONIC TEXT ACCESSIBLE ONLINE THROUGH THE JINONICE LIBRARY.
Week 9. Nov. 27. American Empire ‘Studies’
Amy Kaplan, ““Left Alone with America”: The Absence of Empire in the Study of American Culture” (3-22) in Amy Kaplan and Donald E. Pease, eds., Cultures of United States Imperialism. Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1993 
Amy Kaplan, “Where is Guantánamo?” American Quarterly, Volume 57, Number 3, September 2005, pp. 831-858

Week 10. Dec. 4. English, Fandom and Reception Studies

Front matter, Contents, Introduction (1-42); Chapter 9 “A Library of Books for the Aspiring Professional” (491-564) in Janice A. Radway, A Feeling for Books: the Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997. Record Number 001500598
Week 11. Dec. 11. ‘Going Native’? American Studies and American Indian Studies

Front matter, Contents, Illustrations, Introduction (1-9); Chapter 6 “Counterculture Indians and the New Age” (154-180) in Philip J. Deloria, Playing Indian. New Haven, London: Yale University Press, 1998 GET FROM PROF. TOTH’S LIBRARY
Carter Meland, Joseph Bauerkemper, LeAnne Howe and Heidi Stark, “The Bases Are Loaded: American Indians and American Studies,” Indigenous Studies Today: An International Journal and American Studies (incorporating American Studies International) fall 2005 joint issue, 391-416. GET FROM PROF. TOTH’S LIBRARY
Week 12. Dec. 18. The “Transnational Turn” and Beyond

Introduction (1-6); Chapter 4 “The Diaspora Moment” (69-95) in Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire: Black Americans and Anticolonialism, 1937-1957. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1997 GET FROM PROF. TOTH’S LIBRARY
Shelley Fisher Fishkin, “Crossroads of Cultures: The Transnational Turn in American Studies.” Presidential Address to the American Studies Association, November 12, 2004. In American Quarterly, vol. 57, no. 1, March 2005, 17-57 
ALSO RECOMMENDED:

Cultural History

Lawrence Levine, Highbrow/Lowbrow: The Emergence of Cultural Hierarchy in America. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988. WHOLE BOOK ELECTRONIC TEXT ACCESSIBLE ONLINE THROUGH THE JINONICE LIBRARY.
Social Anthropology

Excerpts from Chapters I and II, “Nature of the Investigation” and “The City Selected,” (3-9) from Robert S. Lynd and Helen Merrell Lynd, Middletown: A Study of Modern American Culture. Orlando: Harcourt Brace, 1957. Selections on SIS.
 “Middletown Faces Both Ways” (487-510) in Robert S. Lynd and Helen Merrell Lynd, Middletown in Transition: A Study in Cultural Conflicts. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1937. Selections on SIS.
George D. Spindler, Louise Spindler, "Anthropologists View American Culture." Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol. 12 (1983), pp. 49-78. On SIS.
Historical Archaeology

Introduction (ix-xiii), “Recalling Things Forgotten: Archaeology and the American Artifact” (1-37), “The Anglo-American Past” (38-67), “The African American Past” (212-252) in James Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten: An Archaeology of Early American Life. New York, London: Anchor Books Doubleday, 1996) GET FROM PROF. TOTH’S LIBRARY
