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Selected Examples of Civil Activism in Mexico

· Movement for Peace With Justice and Dignity

· Messenger Angels

· Los Queremos Vivos

· Bicitekas


Movement for Peace With Justice and Dignity
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Sources  
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Television:  

About the Movement:

The Movement for Peace With Justice and Dignity, led by Javier Sicilia (on picture) calls for the end to Mexico's drug war, as the violence continues to increase and the number of innocent victims has mounted. It protests against the onslaught of drug-related violence (40,000 dead and at least 9,000 unsolved “disappearances” since 2006). They push on the government to change its strategy in the war and call for the withdrawal of the Mexican army from this war. The movement is coming up with concrete ideas about how the government must change its approach.
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	Protests:

In May, 2011, large protests organized by the Movement took place in Mexico City. Approximately 150,000 people took part in the march. The protestors held a moment of silence to remember the dead of the drug war, including the son of Javier Sicilia.
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	Caravan to the South:

In September 2011, a  Caravan to the South for Peace With Justice and Dignity was organised by the Movement. It was an 11 day trek around the country under the leadership of Javier Sicilia ending in Mexico City. Most of the participants were family members of victims of drug related violence in Mexico.


Messenger Angels

	The Initiative:

The Messenger Angels initiative was started in the most violent border city in Mexico, Ciudad Juárez in 2010. Young people from an evangelical church Psalm 100 between the age of 15 and 22 decided to show they disapproval of the ongoing violence caused by the Mexican drug war. The initiative is led by Carlos Mayorga, a preacher and youth minister at the church. The teenagers dress as angels, using white make up, white robes and wings with feathers. In these customes, they stand at different public spaces on folding metal chairs for extra height and carry signs such as "murderers repent " or "believe and repent".
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	Locations:

The "Angels" chose several strategic locations throughout the city, such as busy intersections, squares, and other public spaces.
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Addressing the Criminals:

The signs carried by the angels are supposed to speak to criminals or corrupted officials. 

The young people started going to crime scenes as well, standing at places of shootings or where dead bodies have been found. The group has also been traveling to other dangerous cities within Mexico, where they join other Christian youth dressed as angels to promote their message.


	“Maybe the sicarios” — Mexican slang for assassins — “will see this and think God is coming for them,” said Karen Olguin Rivas, 14. “The people here, they need to change.” 

- The New York Times, November 9, 2011


Los Queremos Vivos 
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	Los Queremos Vivos:

The meaning of their name is "We Want Them Alive". It is an initiative which organises protests against attacks on journalists.

The movement demands a safer working environment for journalists.


	The Current Cituation:

The 2010 Special Report on Freedom of Expression in Mexico, published in March by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, says that "since 2000 Mexico has been the most dangerous country in the Americas in which to practice journalism." Mexico is facing the worst period of violence against reporters, which is closely connected to the violence of drug cartels. 
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	Organizing Demonstrations:

In 2011, a 

protest in Mexico City    included about 2000 marchers and other protests took place in 14 cities throughout the whole country.

On the left is a flyer giving information about a protest at Angél de la Independencia in Mexico City. One of the slogans says: "For your right to know and my 

right to inform".

	Social Media:

Los Queremos Vivos movement supports the use of social media, especially Twitter, as they has become an important tool to spread information about the safety of journalists in Mexico. It allows journalists to use the space on social networks to share information and debate or warn each other about possible dangers. Crucial topics are being debated through social networks, such as the freedom of expression.
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	"Mexico is not a slaughterhouse"

   - one of the movement's logos


Bicitekas – por ciudades + humanas
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Marcha:
Sébado 7 de agosto
12:00 horas.

Del Angel de la Independencia
ala Secretarfa de Gobernacién.

PORQUE LQS QEJEREMOS VIVOS.... LOS BUS_CAMOS:
11 periodistas siguen desaparecidos
y 64 asesinatos no han sido resueltos.*

* Fuente: http://wwuw.cndh.org.mx/comsoc/compre/2010/COM_2010_0197.pdf




	Mexico City and Problems of Transportation:

Mexico City is one of the largest aglomerations in the world. It has to face many problems with transportation in the city: there is a breakdown on daily basis as well as massive traffic congestions and high level of pollution. Bicitekas is an initiative established in 1998, which supports urban biking as a solution to the problem of transportation within the city.


	Attempts Made by the City:

The political representatives of Mexico City has been trying to make the city more bicycle friendly and have supported sustainable transportation. Among such attempts is the Ecobici service, a private system of bike rentals in the city center. Another important program is called "Hoy No Circula“ and has been applied since 1990. This  environmental program aims to improve the quality of air in the city: on weekdays between 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. there is a  restriction to drive cetrain cars within the city based on the number of the last digit of the license plate.
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	Activities: 

The Bicitekas initiative used to organize radical events such as the blocking of an exposed crossing in the center of the city. Today, the organization supports biking in the city, they do biking workshops (how to fix a bike) or bikerides to remember bikers who died in the streets of the city. In general, their goal is to fight for better conditions for people who use their bike in the city. 

They organize weekly urban bikerides (critical masses) every Wednesday at 9 p.m. Recently the organization made a manual for urban bikers in Mexico City, which is available online.
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One of the more radical recent activities: 

the group got tired of the government being unable to invest in bike lanes so they  raised 13 500 pesos and made their owna guerrilla cycling lane.
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	The importance of protests and civil activism: 

The existence of the one-party political system in Mexico, as it was under the rule of the PRI,  lasting from the end of the Mexican Revolution until the 2000 presidential elections, meant a great challenge to Mexican democracy.  During this era, civil activism was not common – except few important examples includign the student protests in 1968. 

Today, Mexico is a democratic country but it faces many challenging problems such as the ongoing drug war and the escalating violence connected with it, or poverty of people living in rural areas and growing inequality.

Three out of the four selected examples of civil activism protest against violence, mostly in relation with the drug war. The dissatisfaction with the current situation is great as different approaches of Mexican politicians to the problem seem to fail one after another. 

As people join in an active movement to show their disappoinment and disapproval of the political situation, it is an example of civic pressure, which is an important part of democracy.


Sources

http://www.tribunodelpueblo.org/2011/09/movement-for-peace-dignity-and-justice/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/02/opinion/sunday/can-this-poet-save-mexico.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/09/world/americas/09mexico.html?ref=mexico
http://www.economist.com/node/18897585
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/10/world/americas/angels-in-ciudad-juarez-try-to-reduce-violence.html
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-11-21/americas/world_americas_mexico-peace-angels_1_messenger-angels-ciudad-juarez?_s=PM:AMERICAS
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/Latin-America-Monitor/2011/1221/Messenger-Angels-protest-crime-in-Mexico-wearing-angels-wings-video
http://losqueremosvivos.wordpress.com/2011/07/07/los-queremos-vivos/
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=55462
http://www.fnpi.org/noticias/noticia/articulo/los-queremos-vivos-manifestacion-contra-las-agresiones-a-periodistas-en-mexico/
http://informacioncivica.info/
Los Queremos Vivos – facebook profile

http://bicitekas.org/
http://www.hoynocircula.com.mx/
Lucha Libre
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Lucha Libre
Lucha libre (“free wrestling” in Spanish) is a term for Mexican professional wrestling which is a descendent of traditional Greco-Roman wrestling and French catch-as-catch-can style. It was brought to Mexico from the USA in the early 1930s by Don Salvador Lutteroh. The professional wrestling very quickly adapted the elements of Mexican culture and lucha libre was born.

“Lucha Libre is a mix of numerous dramatic genres. It is sport, spectacle, melodrama, theater, spoken word, dance, myth, and ritual.” (Brummett, Sporting Rhetoric, 163)
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At the beginning, lucha libre represented an entertainment mainly for workers from maquiladoras. However, nowadays it is the second most popular sport in Mexico, after football, and its fan base consists of Mexicans of all social classes. Even though lucha libre is presented as a sport, it might rather be called circus. All matches/combats are highly predetermined and totally fake. 

Besides, lucha libre has a great symbolic function in Mexican culture. It reveals the everyday struggle of Mexican society. The audience recognizes itself through lucha libre, through the combat between the good and the bad. The audience creates a part of whole performance and has possibility to add to the narrative or to play a part in a side plot of the fight. 
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Rules


Lucha libre contests are divided into three categories, for men, women, and midgets. Wrestlers are called luchadores and fight in duels or in other contests. The one-on-one combat is usually called mano a mano, term simple relays refers to two against two fights and Australian relays refer to three against three combats. And the goal of the match is not only to win but also to humiliate the opponent. 
Every fight is morally coded and always symbolizes the fight between the good and the evil. Even the characters of the luchadores are determined by this struggle. The good guys are called técnicos or científicos. They respect rules, use skills to win and they are more hunky (spend more time in gym) than the bad guys, rudos. Rudos, on the other hand, usually cheat, smuggle weapons to the ring and attempt to unmask the técnicos illegally. Rudos do not represent the true Mexican macho as técnicos; they symbolize Mexican corruption, cowardice, and sadism.
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Special category is created by so-called exoticos. Exoticos are male luchadores in drag who fight as rudos. Even though they wrestle in dresses with sparkly sequins exoticos are taken seriously as fighters. As homosexuality might be regarded quite negatively in Catholic Mexico, in the ring it is not at all. Exoticos use their gayness as a weapon, they hug and kiss their opponents, but most importantly they fight against convention and not only in the arena, but also outside the ring. They represent fight as a mean of upward mobility for themselves as homosexuals. 

Magical Aspect
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One of the most significant features of lucha libre is the use of masks. The tradition of wearing mask during the combat is rooted in pre-Hispanic history of Mexico.

Mexican Indians believed that human face was the reflection of human soul and personality. Thus, hiding face served as a removal of everyday identity and a creation of new one, fearless and strong. Indians also used the mask to invoke supernatural powers or powers of animals that the masks represented.
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The mask’s charisma is the charisma of the wrestler that is the reason why luchadores never reveal their faces in public and protect themselves from unmasking. Removal of the mask by a rival is considered as the ultimate disgrace and defeat. Once wrestler loses his mask, he is doomed; he is not allowed to perform in the same mask again. However, he has one chance to turn the tide; he may start another lucha libre career in new mask.
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Mr. Niebla: “When I put on the mask and step into the ring, it changes my character and my emotions. I look out and I feel the happiness of all the people and there’s so much adrenaline… and I am somebody different.” (Haslem et al., Super/heroes 55)
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Real Superhero!


El Santo, or El Enmascarado de Plata, was not only the most popular luchador ever but he was also real Mexican superhero.
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El Santo, Rodolfo Guzmán Huerta, stepped into the world of lucha libre in the 1940s. He started his career as rudo but few years later he switched to técnico and became a living legend.

Guzmán Huerta’s lucha libre alter ego El Santo became the main character of the comic book and also of several films. El Santo was portrayed as real living superhero. He represented moral values and fought against the evil even though he never had magical or science based super powers; he simply played himself. Actually, he was so dedicated to his role of Mexican avenger of injustice that he never allowed his face to be seen in public. Only once he revealed his identity in TV show, in 1984, and week later he died from a heart attack.

El Santo was starring in fifty two luchador films. Luchador films are obviously based on lucha libre and were very popular in the 1960s and 1970s in Mexico. In every film at least one of the most popular luchadores fights against vampires, furious apes, spies, aliens etc. And again he never uses supernatural powers, he counts only on his muscles. The era of these luchador films is often called “golden era of Mexican B grade movies”.

Watch documentary about El Santo online:
1:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAanH_pQe2Y&list=PL525D3EA311D2978E&index=9&feature=plpp_video
2:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMMEVbY7s6Q&feature=related
3:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=611EjZMkN_c&feature=related
4:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCq4CuW5FWU&feature=related
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As we already know, lucha libre is the second most popular “sport” in Mexico where it also penetrated into popular culture, such as into film industry and comic books. However, lucha libre has great influence all around, mainly in the USA and Japan. In simple terms, lucha libre has gone global and it is really big business.
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For example in 2006 in the USA we could go to the cinema and watch Jack Black starring in new movie Nacho Libre which was partly inspired by a real story of one Mexican luchador. Watch trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0uTN8hPpP0
In the USA kids also have possibility to fall for the magic power of lucha libre, or better to say for power of TV broadcasting.  The TV channel Kids’ WB created a cartoon called ¡Mucha Lucha! which was also based on lucha libre.

You can find the first episode here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq06aJRAMNY

Lucha libre has also inspired the fashion industry. The sale of masks and costume is very common right now but you can find lucha libre pattern almost everywhere, for example also in Nike collection of shoes.
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Naturally, lucha libre has become the main theme of many computer and video games.
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In Mexico the masks are omnipresent. All Mexican champions of the oppressed wore masks. Just remember El Zorro, El Santo or El Sup (El Subcomandante Marcos). All these covered faces embodied desires of the Mexican people.


And nowadays we can find other bold men who put on lucha libre masks and fight against lawlessness in the streets of Mexico. There are five and they call themselves Super Barrio, Ecologista Universal, Super Gay, Fray Tormenta, and Super Animal; simply Super Amigos. All of them are involved in charity work, social justice, and politics. For example Super Barrio fights for the rights of poor Mexicans and Super Animal fights against matadors and corrida.
As they are not given voice in their daily lives, they are giving voice in the lucha libre costume. Their silent faces allow them step out and speak freely. In Mexican society it represents a unique possibility to avoid corruption and liberally express your opinion.

In 2007 Arturo Perez Torres shot a documentary about these activists. The film is called Super Amigos and you can watch it online with English subtitles:

http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/super_amigos
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Government and Politics in Mexico

MEXICAN EDUCATION POSTER

Numbers:

- 98% of girls and boys attend primary school

- 72% of girls and 69% of boys attend secondary school

- 27% of the population in tertiary age attend tertiary education

- 21,6% of government spending goes to education (the highest share within OECD countries)
- 93,4% of adults and 98,5% of youth are literate

Structure of the system:

- structure of Mexican educational system is similar to the American one

- primaria 6 to 12 years

- secundaria 12 to 15 years

- preparatoria 15 to 18, prepares students for university

- bachillerato 15 to 18, formation of skilled professionals

- licenciatura is equivalent of American or European bachelor studies (4 years)

- maestría is the same as masters program (2 years)

- doctorado is equal as the doctoral degree (3 years)

Social service:

- special feature of Mexican educational system

- obligatory for all university students (480 hours during their studies)

- working in orphanages, at public schools, in hospitals etc.
- seen as paying back for the privilege of education

- introduced by Lazaro Cardenas in 1936

International comparison:

- second best educated children in Latin America (after Chile)

- but within OECD countries the worse results

- 80% of governmental spending goes to teachers' salaries (OECD average is 64%) 

La Maestra :

Elba Esther Gordillo, (la Maestra) is the head of the National Educational Workers' Union, as the country's teachers' union is called. Ms Gordillo is reckoned by many to be the most powerful woman in Mexico. Indeed, after Mr Calderón, she may be the second most powerful politician in the country. 

Sources:
- Landeros, Joan M. W., „Applying Knowledge for the Public Good : Societal Relevance of University Social Service Programs for Sustainable Community Development“ in OECD’s 
Higher Education Management and Policy Journal, IMHE General Conference, 2008.

- Sherraden, Margaret and Sherraden, Michael, „Social Service by University Students in Mexico: Thoughts for the United States“ in Children and Youth services Review, Vol. 13., p. 145-170, 1991.

- Education in Mexico, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Mexico, from 23 October 2011.

* La Jornada and Excelsior for cartoons.

Annex 1. Little interviews
Asking Mexican students about obligatory Social service

Do you think that the „Servicio Social“ is positive? 

Or is it just the lack of finance on the side of Mexican government to pay the professionals?
Israel (23) Ciudad de Mexico:

Better social service in Mexican way, because it’s at least in the public institution, than the internship in France where you give your work for free to wealthy corporations with private profit.

Adriana (22), Guadalajara, ITESM Campus Guadalajara: 

A Guadalajara it’s 240 hours in public services directly working with people (orphanage, professor in public schools). It’s a service for your society and you can compare it to volunteering. There’s nothing in common with internships. Sometimes it has nothing to do with your area of studies, but it doesn’t take so much of your time, you can do it on week-ends or when you’re free. Of course that our country doesn’t have enough money and there are some problems. But I think the main goal is to give university students a notion of reality of our country.

Fernanda (22), Guadalajara, ITESM Campus Guadalajara

It’s positive for students because it gives us opportunity of realizing how the everyday Mexican reality looks like (my service is teaching World History online for people not able to pay school or not having time to go there). On the other hand, I think it doesn’t have real impact on society because the majority of students does this because it’s mandatory and not because they’re interested in the social service. And the programs aren’t planned for long-term. 

Fabiana (23), Monterrey, ITESM

I think it’s positive. It’s obligatory, mentioned in our Constitution in Article 5 (Freedom of labor/work). For us it’s an opportunity to feel social reality in Mexico (bit it depends on the service actually). For example me, I worked in advocates office at my University, it was service for people not able to pay a lawyer. For me it was big experience for two reasons -  I felt the reality of our majority society, - I worked in the area of my studies so I had the opportunity to learn and make mistakes before even heading to the job market.

Annex 2. Graphs
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Annex 3. Cartones
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1. “Core of our education isn´t math or sciences, it´s football and telenovelas”

Mexico ended up as he last one in comparison of students results in the international survey.
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2. “We can see that the reform of education is needed - MMM..?!”

Dalai lama with Elba Esther Gordillo. This cartoon reflects the almighty position of La Maestra in Mexican educational system.

Jaroslav Zukerstein: The richest people in Mexico

Carlos Slim Hélu is the world’s richest man; his wealth is

estimated to be nearly 64 B USD. He owns stakes in more than

200 companies, notably in retail (Saks), media (The New York

Times), tobacco (Philip Morris) and most importantly

telecommunications – this is the area where he capitalizes the

most.1 The privatization of Telmex was an opaque, corrupted and

unethical transaction under the supervision of former president

Carlos Salinas. Thanks to the Mexican idea of business

competition his telecommunication companies enjoy

unscrupulous level of monopoly, legally approved in times of

Mexico’s entry into NAFTA. Lack of competition in móvil market

brings the exorbitant fees on phone calls and internet and puts

cutting edge technologies and improvements in Mexico into the

world of science fiction.2

After the death of Osama bin Laden, drug lord Joaquin

Guzmán Loerra, nicknamed El Chapo, is now the world's most

wanted man. With the wealth over 1 B USD he is the biggest

villain in the chart of the top ricos Mexicanos.3 The government

remains incompetent (maybe even unwilling) to bring him to

justice. He is the CEO of world's largest and most powerful

corporation in area of narco-trafficking – the Sinaloa Cartel that

is the No1 with respect of quantity and professionalism in

smuggling multi-ton cocaine shipments from South America via

Mexico to United States by narco-submarines, narco-airbridges

and other finest logistics gadgets. Rewards of 5 million USD or 2

million USD are offered by the United States or Mexico

respectively for information leading to his capture. Despite the

high reward this initiative is not widely recommended due to

excessively high possibility of narco-revenge.4

Alfredo Harp Helú is very well known for being the former

owner of Mexico’s biggest bank Banamex which has been

acquired by Citigroup in 2001 - since then Mr. Harp figures in

the superchart of Mexican nouveau riche because he was one of

the major shareholders.5 The 12.5 B USD deal of the millennium

was the end of one nasty era6 – the times after privatization of

Banamex (fanatically supported by Carlos Salinas) which

established the whole new generation of Mexican businessmen

with decadent aesthetics and demonstrative opulence. After all

his venture capitalistic escapades and turbulent situations (Mr.

Harp was kidnapped and held for more than 100 days in 1994)

El Turco now enjoys the ordinary billionaires’ life with

philanthropy tendencies and supporting baseball teams like the

Diablos Rojos.

Roberto Hérnandez Ramírez is one of the Banamex boys – as

a former chief executive reaped an estimated 2 B USD windfall

when Citigroup bought the Mexican bank in 2001.7 Mr.

Hérnandez is one of the most villainized personalities in Mexico’s

superrich crust thanks to the involvement in narco-trafficking,

controversial friendships and playboyish lifestyle that he enjoys

in his Cancun lavish villas (basic features also include private

runway and hangar with fleet of bizjets ready for taking lift for

Hérnandez’s closest friends; e.g. former president Vicente Fox).8

His beachfront residence in Punta Pajares represents the main

narco-hub in Carribean so when he and his colleagues bought

Banamex at very fair price during the times of privatization

narco-banquero Hérnandez already had the initial capital for the

acquisition.

Roberto Gonzáles Barrera is founder and CEO of Gruma, the

world's largest tortilla producer. However, the majority of

Gonzalez Barrera's wealth comes from his stake in Banorte, a

successful Mexican bank that earlier in its history was owned by

the Mexican government.9 During the privatization Mr. Gonzáles

thanks to his connections to the Salinas family got the majority

of the state shares at a bargain. Not surprisingly he refused to

testify against Raúl Salinas in case of murder of José Massieu.

Also the tortilla business is not bright as crystal. This commodity

is heavily subsidized by Mexican government because it is the

daily bread of the poorest ones (remarkable group of people in

Mexico). The tortilla-subsidy mysterious scandal involves many

interesting people – e.g. Ernesto Zedillo who made enigmatic

payments to Barrera’s Gruma when he was a budget minister.10

Emilio Azcarraga Jean is the chief executive of powerhouse

Mexican TV broadcaster Televisa. This company had monopolistic

position for decades, providing Mexicans the imaginary view of

reality, conforming to PRI government.11 The born of potential

competitor TV Azreca was enthusiastically viewed as a small

revolution in media market. However, the new oligopolistic era

seems to be beneficial for both TVs – Mr. Azcarraga and Mr.

Salinas Pliego are more than happy to cooperate not only in media,

but also they started a joint venture in telecommunications

dominated by Slim’s Telcel/America móvil empire. Azcarraga is the

youngest Mexican billionaire, but in monopolistic tactiques he

battles like an experienced matadore. With today’s 70% share on

Mexican TV screen and corrupted regulatory offices the Televisa

will remain the star of Mexican media probably forever.12

With fortune estimated 3.5 B USD Daniel Servitje Montull

ranks the #6 among Mexican billionaires. His Grupo Bimbo, the

largest producer of bread worldwide, also enjoys the most

remarkable international influence – it is the largest food

company ever right after giants Unilever, Nestle and Kraft.

These three corporations not surprisingly have no chance to

defeat the Bimbo hegemony in Mexico and other Latinoamerican

countries.13 Mr. Servitje is the real expert in bringing to all

Mexican supermarkets (his supermarkets) wide range of food

products with the impression of business competition (all

produced by his companies). Thanks to this Copperfieldish

illusion and the total monopolistic position in the Mexican

market, which is truly large, Servitje Montull’s Grupo Bimbo

Empire enjoys yearly net profit more that 8 B USD.14

¨

Ricardo Salinas Pliego rose to the top of Mexico's bizworld by

participating in the government's sell-off of state-run industries

– the financial transactions with Raúl Salinas, the tycoon of

nasty business, unfortunately are not based only on tasty

gossips. For initial business ventures he used Raúl Salinas’s well

laundered narco-money and he received useful info on how to bid

to common satisfaction.15 In the end of rigged bidding in the

auction of TV Azteca there is the man who controls the country's

second largest broadcaster and other lucrative companies.

Salinas Pliego’s net wealth is estimated to be 8.2 B USD.16 The

privatization itself was not the only rogue deal. Mr. Salinas

Pliego performed in 2005 series of bizarre fraudulent

transactions while taking over another indebted company.17
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NAFTA – Relief or Burden?


The North American Free Trade Agreement came into force on January 1, 1994. At the time the signature of such a treaty was a key success for Mexican president Carlos Salinas because he thought the free trade zone could help to revitalize Mexico’s economy. The expectations of Mexican people were huge. 
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In my poster I would like to stress some important effects this treaty had on Mexican people, trade, industry, agriculture and society. On one hand we can describe NAFTA as a great success but on the other one there are many negative influences. As a result the image of NAFTA in Mexico has worsened during the last several years.   

The Goal of NAFTA
How was NAFTA established? During the 1990s Mexican politicians came up with an idea of forming some kind of free trade zone with the United States. It was a logical reaction – during 1990s the PRI started to reorient Mexican economy from the “home self-sufficiency” towards closer cooperation with the United States. The Mexicans longed for economic stability and better living conditions. They saw the great challenge of American capital, job opportunities, of new market for their goods and so on. 


Mexico’s main motivation in pursuing the agreement with the USA was to stabilize the Mexican economy and promote economic development by attracting foreign investors, increasing exports and creating new jobs. 


During the 1980s Mexico had serious problems with deepening poverty and economic

instability and Carlos Salinas hoped that NAFTA could improve the confidence of investors in his country. It was also expected that NAFTA could narrow income differences between Mexico and the USA and Canada. 


There are many reasons that have affected Mexico’s current situation but almost all of them can be somehow connected with NAFTA. Many people today are disappointed, the benefits are not distributed throughout the country and the expectations are not fulfilled. 

Agriculture

Agriculture has been the most controversial topic since the beginning of the agreement. It is the only section that was not negotiated trilaterally but each two states have special conditions between themselves. 

Mexican farmers expected from NAFTA that it opens for them the American and Canadian market. On the contrary what is happening today is the negative influence of cheap American products on Mexican agriculture, because it cannot compete with US companies supported a lot by the US government. 

What could Mexico improve? It is true that in Mexico they did not invest enough money to the infrastructure vital for the competition. Mexico misses important highways, railroads and so on. And what criticizes Mexico? In the United States the government subsidies to the agricultural sector are so high that Mexican production cannot compete with American companies. In this sector the impact on Mexico is opposite than was expected. As an example we can mention corn – the governmental subsidies led to dumping prices of corn and Mexican production is decreasing very quickly. Unfortunately it has direct impact on the poorest farmers. 
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In this cartoon we can see criticism of the decrease of cranes production – Mexico without cranes is as powerless as the calaquita without teeth. Another sector deeply affected by introducing of NAFTA is the meat industry. In this case the influence was generally positive. Before 1994 Mexico had an unimportant meat market. Today Mexico is the second largest importer of American agricultural products. It is one of the prooves of better living conditions in Mexican society. 

What could Mexico do? One of the logical results of lower commodity prices could be production of higher-margin added-value products. But it is a theory. In reality Mexico faces another cruel problem – young and educated people move to the United States and Mexico has not enough power to achieve this kind of revival. 

Industry


The impact on Mexican industry has been much more optimistic than on the agriculture but we can also see many controversial aspects. Since the introduction of free trade zone Mexico has become key supplier of cars, electronics and industrial parts to the United States. The market has been opened and companies have free access to the US and Canadian customers. 


But of course there are also negative impacts. Very similar problem as we can see in the agricultural sector is the free competition – free trade is a great opportunity for strong factories, but the small and local businesses had to go out from the market because they could not compete with the concurrence. During the era of PRI’s protectionism local businesses were supported by the state, high tariffs protected them from cheap imports. But on the other hand this lack of competition led to the underdevelopment and the ability to rival is lower. 


The opening of markets brought a wave of foreign investments into Mexican economy. American and Canadian actors built many companies and factories in Mexico and now they invest to secure their interests. But however the number of foreign investments is growing the domestic investments are decreasing. 

Unemployment 

Another problematic aspect is the unemployment. Before 1994 the expectations were that free trade could bring a lot of new factories and businesses with job opportunities for all Mexicans. The reality is a little bit different. Many enterprises were founded and there are really many new jobs. But also many jobs were lost: in agriculture people cannot work because the production decreases and is substituted by cheap imports from the United States. In industry a lot of local factories have been closed and most affected are the poorest people in the country. In the end the number of new jobs is smaller than the number of lost jobs. 
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People awaited better working conditions and it is also controversial – a phenomenon of maquiladoras became a typical landmark of Mexican industry. They are Mexican factories that import raw materials from the USA and Canada and produce goods for export. Their goal is to provide the cheapest way how to transform raw material to some kind of goods. We can find plenty of them along the border with the United States and in the North of Mexico. Their typical features are very bad working conditions and very low wages. Maquiladoras existed before 1994, but since NAFTA their importance has increased. 

If we focus on one of the main goals of NAFTA – to lower the gap between incomes in Mexico and USA the effect is unfortunately opposite, this number has increased. 

Protection 

One of a very interesting part of the Free Trade Agreement is the part about protection. Its goal is to avoid the situation when for example a US investor would finance a huge project in Mexico and a local municipality would threaten his investments. The most controversial one is Chapter 11 of the agreement. It allows both individuals and governments to sue the state (Mexico, the United States or Canada) for compensation when actions, bills or laws token by local municipalities, provinces or governments adversely affected their investments. This chapter seems to be very pragmatic but on the other hand it is dangerous – what exactly means to adversely affect someone’s investment? In history there have been many cases or such disputes. Probably the most known one is the case of Metalclad. This corporation from the United States successfully sued the state of Mexico for a compensation of 15.6 million USD. Local municipality refused a construction permit for a hazardous waste landfill that Metalclad intended to build in Potosi. 
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At the end of this poster it is very hard to answer the question, has NAFTA been a burden or a relief for Mexico?


¨

Sources
· Villareal, M.A.: NAFTA and the Mexican Economy, Congressional Research Service, 2010.

· Malkin, E.: Did NAFTA Actually Help Mexico? The New York Times, December 10, 2009.
· North American Free Trade Agreement

· La Jornada cartoons
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“The Perfect   

Dictatorship”
   For most of the 20th century, Mexican media have been intertwined with politics and the PRI. The party’s treatment of freedom of expression left much to be desired, but the system was not ruthless or coercive, which is why it has been described as “the perfect dictatorship”.
 

   Even though the constitution prohibits prior censorship, it was still possible to control the media in more subtle ways – such as corruption or allocation of subsidies (oftentimes paid for by those who were not favored by the PRI; those were then charged more taxes and fees). This had a chilling effect on any journalist who would have been thinking about criticizing the establishment.

   Another way were outright bribes, such as “gacetilla” (press release), which meant paying off journalists who wrote fake news stories that would praise a particular political figure. Equally important, journalists were badly paid, so the bribes would also act as a sort of a supplement of pay.
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   The last 2 decades in Mexico were marked by a transition from government-controlled media system to a market-driven competitive system (government-owned television channels were privatised in mid-1990s).
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   Some say the transition to democracy started when Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas (from the PRD) was elected to serve as the mayor of Mexico City; others name Vincente Fox’s victory in the 2000 presidential elections and the ensuing end of the PRI rule (Fox is from the PAN) as the watershed moment.
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   Fox’s election changed Mexico’s  political landscape and brought major changes in the news media and the laws and practices related to freedom of expression and information legislation in Mexico. 
   Fox subjected the government to external scrutiny, established the Federal Institute for Access to Public Information (works with requests for government documents and files) and launched the “e‐Mexico” program to make sure the Internet provides more access to government-related information; these steps led to more openness in the country. There was no longer the possibility and acceptance of deliberate avoidance of criticism of the government and the President. After all, Fox himself would exchange opinions with the media on a number of occassions.
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   Televisa now has about 70% share of 
   Televisa now has  about 70% share of the market
. It dominated Mexican television from the 1970s to the mid-1990s and is the largest mass-media company in Latin America. 
   Televisa was closely interconnected with the PRI for most of the 20th century; it actually took an earthquake in 1985, registering 8.1 on the Richter scale in Mexico City, to show to media owners that the Mexican public wanted accurate information. While the radio offered authentic coverage of the situation, Televisia continued  with very mild reports – up until its own tower collapsed and the company was literally forced off the air.

   The 1988 presidential election coverage was influenced by the earthquake, even though television coverage is still by some described as biased.

   Televisa today continues to be Mexico’s leading broadcasting company; it controls a number of Mexico’s national broadcast channels and has interests also in radio, cable, magazines, sports, film and TV production studios.


TV Azteca was established in 1983 and privatized in 1993; it now has about 25% share of the market
.  During the 2006 elections TV Azteca was criticized for pro-government bias and for being commercial; commentators say that TV Azteca came to support PRI and the government just like Televisa.




 The regulatory law that came to be known as “Ley Televisa” 
was approved before the 2006 presidential and congressional elections; lawmakers are believed to have acted out of fear of possible negative publicity for the candidates of their parties.

   The law stipulated that stations that have already been assigned a frequency would be able to obtain the right to operate various digital services just by letting the government know; potential new competitors, however, had to participate in public tenders to receive additional spectrum. Thus, the status quo (and medias’ political allegiance as it was) was (meant to have been) cemented.

   After the law was passed, radio stations reacted by playing the same song the entire day as a symbol of the fact that there was no plurality on the media market. 

   However, Mexico’s Supreme Court nullified a number of key provisions of the law in 2007. This relates to the fact that there now seems to be more understanding in Mexico that in order to ensure innovation and growth, it is important that the government tries to act against monopolies, duopolies, protected businessmen and privileged unions.
 








   Until recently, the threats faced by journalists were relatively non-violent, but now with the drug-related violence, repressions of journalists are also getting more violent. 

   When journalists report about things related to the drug trade, the brutality of the ensuing killings is believed to be meant to intimidate other journalists. As a result, many journalists resort to self-censorship.
  

   As far as the status of the freedom of the press goes, Mexico used to rank as “partly free”, but in 2011, the status was changed to “not free” (see map).

   People are therefore often turning to citizen journalists and their Twitter and YouTube accounts, because the violence against traditional media workers has not (generally) spread to online journalists and bloggers (yet?).

   There are today several issues that cause some anxiety in Mexico’s media and are not regularly covered, such as:

· migration from Mexico to the United States

· drug-trafficking, violence and organized crime

· planned legalization of abortion

· same-sex marriages and sexual abuse by priests

· controversial relationships between the Government, parliament and the judiciary, as well as highly

· debatable decisions by the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation (SCJN, Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nación)

· economic crisis, corruption and impunity

· electoral reform

· social conflicts such as those in San Salvador Atenco and Oaxaca city in 2006

· the Zapatista Movement and its spokesman, Subcomandante Marcos


   Even though many people are now “moving” to the internet for freer information, blogs, vlogs, etc; internet is still basically a luxury, accessible only to a thin middle class and educated people in urban areas. As the table below shows, just about 9.5% of population had internet subscription in the year 2009.





· Several independent and semi-independent institutions overseeing the media were established, for example the COFETEL. 
· Public service TV (Once TV) was expanded, as it is going national after 52 years, thus offering an alternative to the contents delivered by the major media companies, which are often described as being overly commercial and not delivering any educative value.

· There were some new entrants into the news market in the recent past. 

·  Digital TV is being deployed.

·  Not-for-profit organizations are being licensed to operate in the media market.


· Nationwide TV market is still extremely concentrated and centralized. 

· Radio market is also very concentrated at regional levels.
· Not many regulatory laws have been amended to allow for the entry of new players. 
· Drug wars and organized crime have detrimental effect on the development of Mexican journalism; violence against journalists is a serious issue. 

· The media do not seem to be really open and independent, there are several “untouchable” topics; there is very little or no freedom of the press (which relates to the previous point as well).
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Mexico’s media have traditionally been dominated by the Televisa Group, which had firm links with the PRI.


Televisa is still a major supplier of various programmes. 


There are some new entrants into the media market, but Mexico’s media market is generally very closed.


The radio market is very large.


Newspapers have only a limited readership.


Drug wars have a profound impact on the state of Mexico’s media and violence against journalists is a serious problem.


As a result, online and citizen journalism is developing very fast and intensively.
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Vincente Fox: the president who brought change?
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Market  segmentation





Mexico media industry segmentation: % share, by value (2010)


Source: Media in Mexico: Industry Profile [online]. Datamonitor, 2010 [cit. 2012-01-05], p. 10.





Consumption of media





Consumption of media (2009)


Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 


4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21]., p. 16





Television is the most popular medium in the country.
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Mexico introduced television in 1950 as the 6th country in the world.


There are 2 major TV companies – Televisa & TV Azteca.


Televisa and TV Azteca control most of the TV channels and get most of the advertising revenue in the TV market; Mexico is therefore the most closed market in Latin America outside of Cuba.








quick facts�





Television: 
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             Media in Mexico> Top TV programming preferences among Mexicans + TV Regulation: Ley Televisa
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Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21]., p. 16





TV Regulation: Ley Televisa





The readership is not very large.


The shift to market-oriented media system started here.


Due to the recognition among journalists that greater independence comes from financial autonomy, journalists founded several papers in 1970s, 1980s, 1990s. 


Mexican newspapers reflect different political views, sensationalism characterises the biggest-selling dailies. 








Newspapers
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Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21], p. 21.





Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21],p. 22.





Freedom of the press?
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Source: Freedom House. (�HYPERLINK "http://www.freedomhouse.org/"�www.freedomhouse.org�)





Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21], p. 46.








Sensitive issues
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The Internet





Source: GOMEZ, Rodrigo; SOSA-PLATA, Gabriel. Mapping Digital Media: Mexico. In Country Report [online]. 4 February 2011 [cit. 2011-11-21], p. 14.
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Conclusion: pros & cons 
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Jakub Čeněk: Mexican position in 2003 Iraq invasion








	Adolfo Aguilar Zinser was an ambassador to the United Nations (2002-2003) and represented Mexico in the Security Council which was in that time (2003) non-permanent member. Zinser was a national security adviser of Vincente Fox. During the 90s he was  a MP (PRD) from 1994 to 1997 and later he served as a senator (PVEM, Green party). Zinser was perceived as a left leaning academic. He died in a tragic car accident in 2005.�


Bush administration strived for confirmation to use of force against Iraq by the UN. The 


first resolution (United Nations Security Council Resolution 1441) was passed but a second one was withdrawn even before voting took place due to possible Mexican opposition. Zinser was able to rally five other states (Chile, Cameroon, Pakistan, Angola and Guinea) in the Security Council to vote against the US and UK-sponsored second resolution that would authorize war. A  second resolution was never adopted, therefore the UK and USA invaded Iraq in March 2003 without consent of the UN (and international community in general).


	Zinser heavily cooperated with his counterpart from Chile Juan Gabriel Valdés.


They adopted a legalistic position based on the UN charter; „ …the threat must be evident before force can be authorised.“ Zinser; „ We emphasize the importance that Security Council decisions taken in this connection must continue to comply with the principles of the Charter and international law on the basis of objectively verifiable facts." Zinser continued his speech; "We reiterate the belief reflected in the agreed text that the possibility of the use of force is valid only as a last resort, with prior explicit authorization required from the Security Council.“� Two-stage approach was supported by minister of Foreign Affairs Jorge Castañeda Gutman. Mr. Castañeda in his speech to the General Assembly of the UN made two conditions which should be fulfilled if Iraq would not comply with the UNSC resolutions;  


1. inspections and evaluation of Iraqi weapons („evaluation of Iraq´s true weapons capacity“)  


2. agreement within member of the Security Council what to do.�


	Mr.. Castañeda said in the General Assembly of the UN:  „ Mexico believes that unilateral military action, taken without prior consultation with the Security Council, would undermine the foundations of the new architecture of international security and could affect the consensus in favour of the battle against international terrorism that followed the attacks perpetrated a year ago against the United States.“� Mexico wanted to be part of states who will be building new world order, supports peaceful solutions within international community and multilateral  collaboration; in other words more active foreign policy, „ from defensive aloofness to constructive dialogue“�


	Reaction of Mr. Luis Ernesto Derbez, Minister for Foreign Affairs on the presentation of Colin Powell made to the UNSC in February 2003 was positive although Mr. Derbet stressed a need for international cooperation.


	Zinser was fired by his very good friend and president of Mexico Vincente Fox due to his famous speech at Ibero-American University from November 2003 when Zinser labeled Mexico as a back yard (patio trasero) of the USA „…the United States saw its relations with Mexico as un noviazgo de fin de semana, a casual weekend fling."�


	This  step was announced in November 2003 that Zinser would end his duties on 1st January 2004 when his term would end. However, he resigned on 20 November 2003 and criticized his friend Vicente Fox.  The US Secretary of State Colin Powell strongly disagreed that the United States was disrespecting Mexico. G. W. Bush pressured Fox two times to replace Mr. Zinser because he was generally known for his efforts in the UNSC and his approach towards the United States. Bush first called Fox after the invasion on October 2003, i.e. first conversation after months of silence.� 
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