Literature on the British Isles III: Syllabus

Winter Term 2025/2026
Thursday 9:10-10:40 308B 
Instructor: PhDr. Zdeněk Beran, Ph.D.

2 October

Introduction

9 October

T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land
16 October

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
23 October
D. H. Lawrence, Women in Love
30 October
Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway
6 November

Graham Greene, The Heart of the Matter
13 November
William Golding, Lord of the Flies

21 November

Day off – Humanities Week

27 November
John Fowles, The French Lieutenant’s Woman
4 December
Salman Rushdie, Shame
11 December

Angela Carter, Nights at the Circus
18 December
Ian McEwan, Atonement
8 January

Julian Barnes, The Sense of an Ending
Requirements: One in-class oral presentation on a topic pertaining to the above list of the texts studied in the seminar, ca. 20 minutes long. The speech should prove your ability to analyze a literary work, to build up argument and to arrive at a critical assessment. In addition to this, you will submit a final essay on a given topic (of 3,000 words) which must not be created by AI; this is subject to one re-writing. Please mind that the topic of the final essay must address a specific problem in the presented work. 
Date of submission: 8 January, 2026 (the last sessions). Attendance is mandatory (3 absences are tolerated), knowledge of the texts required, active discussion expected. 
