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Course description
This course aims to give the students a solid understanding of key security issues facing post-Soviet Russia and Eurasia, an understanding that is conceptually-informed and theory-driven. The course is fractured into three main modules: on Jihadist terrorism, ethnic separatism, and interstate war.  Each module consists of three classes. The first classes of each module provide the students with basic concepts and causal theories necessary for grasping the general phenomena of jihadist terrorism, ethnic separatism, and interstate war. The two subsequent classes are case study-based inasmuch as they aw on the empirical richness of the region. The course thus offers a balanced insight into the key regional security issues, an insight that is not confined to the empirical complexity of the case studies, but allows the students to analyze these phenomena with respect to the general literature on jihadist terrorism, ethnic separatism, and interstate wars. 
Aims of the course
After completing the course, students shall be able to understand the concepts of Jihadist terrorism, ethnic separatism, and interstate war and apply them in the context of Russia and Eurasia. 
In addition to learning basic facts on the topic of the course, this rather seminar-style course is intended to contribute to developing methodological and analytical skills among the students. Students are strongly encouraged to attend all the classes; attendance, key to a successful complement of the course, is not a formal requirement, though. 
Course requirements
The students’ performance in the course will be assessed based on these criteria:
· One cca 25min presentation on a chosen topic (40%) (For additional requirements for presentations, see separate sheet) 
· Final essay (40%) of 2000 words on a chose topic, due January 15th (Note that only Final Essay can be retaken) 
· 500/600-word summaries of the reading assignments on weeks 2-4 and 8-9 (5 x 2% = 10%) to be handed to the lecturer physically prior to the beginning of classes 
· Active class participation  (10%)
Evaluation
Excellent 
88-100%
Very good
74-87%
Good

60-73%
Fail 

0-59%
Structure of the course
1) Introduction
The introductory lesson will explain the aims and structure of the course and specify the requirements for passing the course. 
2) Jihadist Terrorism
This class will focus on the (a) definitions of jihadist terrorism and the (b) causes of jihadist terrorism.

Readings: 

http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/viewFile/schmid-terrorism-definition/385 https://www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/20061200_cscp_csp_bakker.pdf (with the exception of Chapter 3); https://www.academia.edu/3335604/_Exploring_the_Root_Causes_of_Terrorism_Studies_in_Conflict_and_Terrorism_vol.29_no.8_2006
3) Case Study AI: Russia’s North Caucasus
A case study. 
Readings:
https://www.academia.edu/9062279/Souleimanov_Emil_A._The_Caucasus_Emirate_Genealogy_of_an_Islamist_Insurgency_Middle_East_Policy_18_4_2011._Pp._155_168 http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/pub1116.pdf (only Chapter 3) https://www.academia.edu/15047667/Souleimanov_Emil_A._-_Aliyev_Huseyn_Blood_Revenge_and_Violent_Mobilization_Evidence_from_the_Chechen_Wars_International_Security_40_2_Fall_2015._Pp._158-180
4) Case Study AII: Post-Soviet Central Asia 
A case study. 
Readings:
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/olcottroots.pdf; 
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/ifriuzbekjihadismchaudetengdecember2008.pdf. 
5) Ethnic Separatism
This seminar will be dealing with the (a) definitions of ethnic separatism and the (b) causes of ethnic separatism. 
Readings: 

http://davidsiroky.faculty.asu.edu/Siroky2011EXPSECpreprint.pdf
http://ashutoshvarshney.net/wp-content/files_mf/varshneyethnicityandethnicconflict.pdf
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; 
https://www.academia.edu/9069750/Souleimanov_Emil_A._Understanding_Ethnopolitical_Conflict_Karabakh_Abkhazia_and_South_Ossetia_Wars_Reconsidered_Basingstoke_Palgrave_Macmillan_2013; 
6) Case Study BI: The South Caucasus
Readings: 
http://home.gwu.edu/~cwelt/ExplainingEthnicConflict_Welt.pdf (Chapter 1 and 2 only) 
7) Case Study BII: Russia and Central Asia 
Readings:
http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~gorenbur/gorenburg%20eas1999.pdf; http://www.rug.nl/research/portal/files/2755213/HagendoornL-Support-2008.pdf;
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic978083.files/Hale_Making%20and%20Breaking%20Ethnofederal%20States.pdf 
8) Interstate War 
This class seeks to explore the (a)  definitions of intrastate war and the (b) causes of intrastate war 

Readings: 

http://web.stanford.edu/~jacksonm/war-overview.pdf
 http://fas-polisci.rutgers.edu/levy/articles/2011%20Theories%20&%20Causes%20of%20War.pdf
9) Case Study CI: The Russian-Georgian War of 2008 
A case study. 
Readings:
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/resources/pdf/SilkRoadPapers/2008_08_PP_CornellPopjanevskiNillson_Russia-Georgia.pdf
http://faculty.georgetown.edu/kingch/King_Five_Day_War.pdf
10) Case Study CII: The Russian-Ukrainian “Hybrid War”
Readings:
http://www.fiia.fi/assets/publications/FIIAReport43.pdf
11) Concluding seminar 
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