

 WOMEN  IN  ENGLISH  LITERATURE, 1660-1800
Instructor: Nováková                                                                     
Summer semester 2024
M.A. Special programme BLCS (or EngLit) (PVP3 elective course)
Credit points: 5
PVP 5 Elective course outside of special programmes



Credit points: 5

Office hours: by e-mail appointment
e-mail: sona.novakova@ff.cuni.cz
THE COURSE IS OPEN ONLY TO Charles University MA STUDENTS / or those  ERASMUS STUDENTS directly affiliated with our department 
In the period 1660 to 1800 women began to contribute in significantly large numbers to a rapidly expanding print culture. We shall analyse the social, legal and ideological constructions of women which writers had to negotiate, and in the process we shall explore women’s (and men’s, too) writing documenting especially the range of developments in fiction  – from scandal chronicles and amatory fiction to political satire, philosophical utopia, novel of sentiment and gothic romance.


Our studied texts have been chosen to illuminate the most significant preoccupations of Restoration and eighteenth-century society because they play with, probe, ridicule, reject or comply with the dominant assumptions that structured early modern beliefs and behaviour. We shall, consequently, investigate a broad range of period ideas on issues such as friendship, science, politics, education, nation, the family, liberty, domesticity, civilization, progress, etc.

Texts
-  all texts are available online on moodle (scanned in pdf or downloaded from LiteratureOnline -see EIZ on the library web - in Word); if you prefer printed texts, there are several individual issues of the longer novels in our Dept. library in room 107 and in the National Library, such as:
-  Frances Brooke – The History of Emily Montague  
Mary Wollstonecraft  - passages from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Mary and Maria or   The Wrongs of Woman
   Elizabeth Inchbald – The Simple Story

   Aphra Behn – The Works
- at least two useful basic secondary sources: Janet Todd  - Dictionary of British  and American Women Writers 1660-1800 (107 reference section) and Susan Staves – A Literary History of Women’s Writing in Britain 1660-1789 
 Assessment

Active  participation in  classroom discussions,  attendance, an oral presentation or one essay. Loads of reading, so keeping up with the schedule is a must! If you come unprepared to class or without knowing the texts, this will count as an absence. THREE absences are within limits. Please, in case of any problem, keep in touch. 
Assignments

1/ oral presentation:

   Depending on the number of students, each class member will select one author and text for an in-class presentation of approx. 40 – 60 minutes duration (always consult instructor beforehand regarding precise topic and themes). This should be concerned with the author's literary (!) biography, i.e. provide a summary of available biographical  information, a concise description of key literary  works, characteristics and career in the  author's historical  context. If possible, it should also touch upon the reception of the author's works over time. Most importantly, it should be an attempt at critical analysis and interpretation of the assigned text with an introduction of important themes for further discussion in class. Group presentations are possible. 
OR
2/ possible other participants write an essay: on a free topic (after consultation with instructor), length approx. 2,400 words (8 pages). DUE by 15.5. (For formal requirements, see departmental web page: essay guidelines). This assignment is intended primarily for Erasmus students.
Syllabus with Reading Schedule 

week  1 (21.2.) 1. Introduction.

  2. Private and public spheres. Conduct books (Halifax, Fordyce etc.)

       
  
  Texts: syllabi, assignments, handouts (available in moodle course reader)

week  2 (28.2.): Restoration and early eighteenth century constructions of femininity: Conduct 

  books (continued) and Satires


Texts (moodle): Halifax and Fordyce, satires on women (Rochester, Gould, Gough), Alexander Pope – “Epistle to a Lady
week  3 (6.3.): Debates over education (first feminists – Mary Astell, Mary Chudleigh)

Texts (moodle): Addison and Steele – from The Tatler (T 172), from The Spectator (S 57, 66, 81, 261), Mary Astell – from A Serious Proposal to the Ladies; Mary Chudleigh – Ladies’ Defence.
week  4 (13.3.) Women and the early (short) novel

Mary Chudleigh (possibly cont.)
Texts (moodle):  Delarivier Manley – from The New Atalantis (1709, pp.13-45), Eliza Haywood – Fantomina (1725), Mary Davys – The Reformed Coquet (1724) 

week 5 (20.3.) Women and the early novel (continued)

week  6 (27.3.): Gender and narration:

Texts: Aphra Behn –  The Fair Jilt (1688) moodle; book (The Works – in library)

week  7 (3.4.)  Women and science: Margaret Cavendish, the Duchess of Newcastle 



Texts: from The Blazing World (1665) (moodle)
week  8 ( 10.4.): (Re)Formers – women and sensibility – the Bluestockings (no assigned texts, 

only pictures to bring to class, available on moodle)

week  9 (17.4.): The epistolary novel of sensibility

Texts: Frances Brooke – Emily Montague (1769) (moodle)

week 10 (24.4.) The 1790s – “radicals” and “reactionaries”

              
Texts (all xerox):  Richard Polwhele – from The Unsex’d Females (1798), Mary 

Wollstonecraft – from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, two short novels Mary, A Fiction and Maria or The Wrongs of Woman (moodle)
week 11 (1.5.) STATE HOLIDAY – NO CLASS

week 12 (8.5.) STATE HOLIDAY – NO CLASS

week 13 (15.5.) Breaking the cycle

Texts: Elizabeth Inchbald – The Simple Story (1792) moodle; book in library                        

 Conclusion
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Assignment for BLCS special programme or other graded paper
M.A. participants of the course (NOT ERASMUS) who have otherwise fulfilled all requirements for credit may choose to write an extra assignment. This will count towards 3 extra credit points and a grade for a special programme (or elective) graded paper. The students must register for Písemná práce in the SIS. 
Students will write a short critical review essay of an academic book dealing with issues the seminar is concerned with. It should follow the format of a scholarly review, suitable for publication in an academic journal and run cca 1500-2000 words. The review can be written in English or in Czech/Slovak. DUE (1 September 2024)

Individual choice of book must be consulted with the instructor. Following are several suggestions:

Cheryl Turner, Living by the Pen: Women Writers in the Eighteenth Century (ÚALK Library)

R.F. Brissenden, Virtue in Distress: Studies in the Novel of Sentiment from Richardson to Sade (NK)

J.M.S.Tompkins, The Popular Novel in England, 1770-1800 (NK)

Dale Spender, Mothers of the Novel: 100 good women writers before Jane Austen (ÚALK)

John J. Richetti, Popular Fiction Before Richardson:  Narrative Patterns 1700-1739 (NK)

Susan Staves, A Literary History of Women’s Writing in Britain, 1660-1789 (NK)

Other suggestions include Czech language publications on the history of women in the Czech Lands (e.g. Jana Ratajová, Lucie Storchová – Žena neni příšera, ale nejmilejší stvoření boží: Diskursy manželství v české literatuře raného novověku, or anything written by Monika Lenderová)
