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The Bruneian concept of nationhood is essentially grounded in the country’s historical, political, religious, social and cultural reality. The rootedness of the concept in a long-term past endows it with distinctive characteristics. Examining the selected sources, it is found that the concept of nationhood of Brunei is fundamentally revolved around two core values: state sovereignty and distinctive national identity. State sovereignty was manifested in the form of strong spirit of nationalism, sense of belonging, loyalty of leadership and executive right of governing power. The first six sources which were composed between 1846 and the 1950s illustrate such forms of sovereignty. Whereas the messages on the creation of national identity became more frequent, if not urgent, after the 1950s up until Brunei gained independence in 1984.  The formulation of the national identity emphasises the preservation and peculiarities of the country’s religious, cultural and political values that eventually led to the identification of Islam, Monarchy and Malay as the foundational units of Brunei’s national identity. 
This bibliographic essay aims to introduce and provide an ample understanding on the Bruneian concept of the nationhood through the examination of twelve sources relevant to the topic. It traces the development of the concept of the nationhood as expressed through different types of writing, ranging from poems, letters, will, government documents including treaties and enactment. It is worthwhile to mention that the sources were presented in a chronological order to convey the evolutionary development of the concept while discussing the two core values of nationhood, state sovereignty and distinctive identity. 
The first source, Syair Rakis or Rakis Poem, was written Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md Salleh ibnu Pengiran Sharmayuda. It was believed that he composed the poem in 1847. Pengiran Shahbandar was a core nobility of Brunei royal family and was appointed by the Brunei Sultan as the Governor of Sarawak in the 1840s. Sarawak at that time was part of Brunei’s territory and was rich in antimony.  

In his poem, Pengiran Shahbandar hinted the beginning of the encroachment of foreign influence in Labuan which was under Brunei’s political jurisdiction. From his observation, Pengiran Shahbandar noticed the unusual interest that the British had toward Labuan as the territory was considered as having a strategic location and thus it would be beneficial to the British naval and commercial interest. The author also expressed his fears that Brunei’s sovereignty would be undermined if Brunei permitted the British to establish their naval base because such permission would open ways for real political intervention that would jeopardise the Brunei monarchy particularly if the country was governed by inefficient administrators. 
The author was, unfortunately, correct. After the signing of the British-Brunei Treaty of Friendship and Commerce which led to the cession of Labuan to the British in 1847, Brunei’s hands were tied by the treaty’s clause that forbade the Brunei Sultan from ceding any land in his dominions to any other nations without the consent of the British Government. Effectively, the treaty prevented other foreign powers from taking any interest in Brunei as the land was now secured under the British sphere of influence. However, it did not stop British-backed individuals to take the territories away from Brunei’s control. 

Hence, one after another Brunei’s territories in the second half of the 19th century were taken away by the Brooke Raj (Rajah Brookes) who gained massive political influence in the present-day Sarawak and the British North Borneo Chartered Company (BNBCC) which decisively wanted to expand their territories the present-day Sabah, at the expense of Brunei’s diminishing sovereignty and territorial integrity. In 1853, the rivers of Saribas, Skrang, Sadong, Batang Lupar, Lingga, Kanowit and Kalakah, known as the Iban Rivers, were ceded to the Brookes with a fixed annual payment of $1500. Mukah was taken away by the Brookes in 1861. In 1877, the North Borneo Company was established and gained a land concession that formed a large part of the eastern Sabah from Brunei Sultan. When the British Government granted a Royal Charter to the company which made it known as BNBCC in November 1881, it instigated a rivalry between the Brookes and the BNBCC, leading to the scramble of the remaining Brunei’s territories between the two. The Brookes almost immediately acquired the present-day Fourth Division of Sarawak in 1882 and Trusan in 1885 whereas BNBCC took Padas-Klias in 1884, Kinarut and other small territories in the west coast of North Borneo in 1885. 
Looking at Brunei’s territorial loss from the viewpoint of the prevalent and often aggressive scramble for colonies between European powers in Southeast Asia for commercial, political and territorial purposes during the period, the establishment of the Brooke Raj and BNBCC is clearly a vital mechanism to protect British imperialism in the region. However, all these was done by pushing Brunei to the verge of extinction.  
Realising the dire situation Brunei was in, Sultan Abdul Momin called his nobilities to sign the Amanah (the Will) in 1885. Sultan Abdul Mumin was the 24th Sultan of Brunei who reigned from 1852 until 1885. The Amanah is an agreement between the Sultan and the nobilities for all of them to stop ceding any more Brunei lands to any foreign powers including the British. The Amanah specifically mentioned Limbang, a territory that was situated between the present-day Brunei-Muara and Temburong. Given the fact that Limbang was the rice-bowl of Brunei at that time, its cession to either Brookes or the BNBCC would not only separate Temburong from the larger part of Brunei territories but Brunei would also lose its sole source of economy. Thus, Sultan Abdul Momin pulled all his effort to retain Brunei’s sovereignty and heightened his political fight against the unsympathetic Brookes and the BNBCC. 
This message of unity is a clear indication that Brunei’s sovereignty was at stake. In fact, the Amanah is actually a desperate and emotional plea made by the Sultan himself to his people to keep the remaining Brunei lands together. What is more important is that, the Amanah also emphasises the fact that the task of protecting the shrinking Sultanate from the British and other foreign powers fell upon the shoulders of the nobilities and the Brunei people. 
However, no matter how hard Brunei fought against the expansion of British influence and the mounting political interference in her domestic affairs, in September 1888, Brunei signed the Protectorate Agreement with the British. The Agreement was signed between Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Aqamaddin, the 25th Sultan of Brunei (r. 1885-1906) and Sir Hugh Low, the Resident of Perak, and acting as the representative of the British Government. The Protectorate Agreement effectively gave the British the administrative right to govern the external affairs of Brunei while the Sultan kept his powers to rule the Sultanate domestically. 
It was at this point where Brunei sacrificed her sovereignty to safeguard what was left of her sovereignty. Sultan Hashim was fully aware that, at the rate of the territorial scramble between the Brookes and the BNBCC, Brunei would become either part of Sarawak or North Borneo even before the turn of the decade. Hence, to avoid such political pressure, Brunei allowed the British to run her external administration even if this means that Brunei no longer had any role in the pursuit of her foreign policies. What is more important is that, as outlined in Article I of the Protectorate Agreement, “[t]he State of Brunei shall continue to be governed and administered by the said Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Akamadin and his successors as an independent State…”. [Emphasis added].

The above article of the Agreement clearly illustrates how vital sovereignty is to the Bruneian concept of nationhood. Brunei might not be able to deter completely foreign influence but the allowance for some degree of autonomy is a sufficient indication of an expression of sovereignty. 
The sense of political responsibility could also be detected in the letter written by Sultan Hashim to Sir Frederick Weld, the Governor of Strait Settlement. The purpose of the letter is to complain about the annexation of Limbang territory by Sarawak in 1890. The letter re-emphasised the importance of Limbang to Brunei as “…Limbang is Brunei and Brunei is Limbang and the government of the two places cannot be divided”. Clearly, the loss of Limbang inflicted a devastating blow to Brunei’s survival and sovereignty. Brunei had always been a bonded society to whom the state belonged. The loss of Limbang however led to unnecessary territorial split that could generate inevitable separation of the Brunei people. Such situation could consequently push Brunei to descend into political conflict against her own people. 
The letter also points out the British interference in the domestic affairs of Brunei as Brunei viewed Limbang issue as a domestic matter. Brunei’s view however contradicts to the British’ argument where the British believed that Brunei’s dealing with foreign powers including Sarawak and the Brookes as the state’s external affairs. Thus, as stipulated in the Protectorate Agreement, the British felt it was their duty to intervene and resolve the annexation issue. 
The attempt to hold on to the remaining territories was illustrated once again in Sultan Hashim’s letter to King Edward VII of England in August 1902. The Sultan Hashim’s letter is a reaffirmation of Brunei’s stance to protect her sovereignty. The three matters he mentioned in the letter: the crown, his good name and power, are the representation of Brunei sovereignty. The crown is the state’s historic identity as the monarchical tradition had been the state’s governing system since the 1400s. Thus, if the Sultan agreed to surrender his crown to give way to the establishment of a western system, the Sultan would be seen as abandoning his people who had pledged their undivided loyalty and obedience to the monarchy. Replacing the monarchical system would also tarnish the Sultan’s good name and reputation as the protector of his people and take away the sense of superiority and power of the monarchy which had always been associated with the memories of great triumphs and victories in the past. 
Thus, in many ways, the Sultan’s letter is an outburst of nationalistic sentiment and a persistent demonstration of a strong sense of belonging to the shrinking Sultanate. It is also clear during this period that the crown or the monarchical tradition is definitely the most potent symbol of Brunei’s sovereignty and nationhood. The Brunei Sultans, from Sultan Abdul Mumin in 1885 and 17 years later to Sultan Hashim in 1902, had been fighting for the preservation of Brunei’s monarchy amidst the political challenges posed by the Brookes and the BNBCC and even from the British Government.
It was the priority to protect Brunei’s monarchy that ironically led to the signing of the Supplementary Agreement between Great Britain and Brunei in 1906. On the one hand, the signing of the agreement could be taken as if Sultan Hashim who signed the agreement sacrificed the state’s dignity and honour by accepting a British Resident who would play an advisory role to Sultan in the running of domestic affairs except in religious matters. The agreement even specifies that the Resident’s “advice must be taken and acted upon…” In other words, the Sultan was bound by the agreement to follow the Resident’s advice. On the other hand however, befriending the enemy could be the only solution to ensure the survival of Brunei’s sovereignty. Similar to the signing of the Protectorate Agreement in 1888 where the Sultan had to surrender his power to govern the state’s external affairs to the British government, the Sultan now went even further than what he sacrificed in 1888 by accepting the appointment of a British Resident in 1906. All this was agreed upon by the Brunei Sultan so long as Brunei remained as one state and the sovereignty, or whatever left of the state’s sovereignty, remained intact. 
Fortunately, the 1906 Agreement did guarantee the one piece-ness of Brunei as a state. There were no more voices of intention or proposals of negotiation that sought to divide Brunei territory further. The discovery of the oil could be one of the main reasons as to why the British now gave a special attention to Brunei and was willing to assist and reform the state politically and economically. 

Whereas in term of the Sultan’s power vis-à-vis that of the British Resident, the emergence of capable and strong-willed Sultans, Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam (r. 1906-1924), Sultan Ahmad Tajuddin (r. 1924-1950) and Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien III (SOAS III) (r. 1951-1967), evidently posed an increasing amount of political challenges to the British Resident. As illustrated in Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam’s petition to the British High Commissioner in 1906, the Sultan reminded the British officials that there were local customs and traditions that had been practiced by the people and they should not be interfered by the western administration. The reminder thus embodies a strong spirit of nationalism to protect the rights of the people. Likewise, the request of displaying Brunei flag within government premises can also be a considered as a nationalistic expression of state sovereignty. 
It is also worthwhile to note that, the petition illustrates the early construction of distinctive national identity. The Sultan emphasised on Islam and the preservation of customary laws. In fact, the selected documents after the 1950s illustrate similar or even a stronger emphasis on Islam, Monarchy and Malay-ness. In the hindsight, since the 1950s, Brunei had been taking definite steps towards forging a distinctive national identity that later became one of the core values of Brunei’s nationhood. The very fundamental step towards realising this vision was for Brunei to have her own state constitution. 
Syair Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei or Negeri Brunei Constitution Poem, composed by SOAS III, highlighted the need for Brunei to promulgate a state constitution for the benefit of the people. In fact, the state constitution would be the only plausible way to overcome the situations of political adversity posed by the British Resident that made the Sultan’s effort of governing Brunei increasingly difficult and challenging. 

Evidently, the promulgation of the Constitution of Brunei Darussalam in 1959 paved the way for the retrieval of internal sovereignty as the British Residency was effectively abolished. The Sultan now exercised the supreme executive authority and also held the portfolios both of Prime Minister and the Supreme Commander of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces. In many ways, the Constitution has secured the state sovereignty even if it was not yet the full exercise of sovereign power as the British still looked after Brunei’s external affairs during that period. The Constitution also established the three fundamental elements that later effectively formulated the distinctive identity of Brunei’s nationhood: Islam, Monarchy and Malay. Islam was declared as the official religion of Brunei and Bahasa Melayu or the Malay Language as the official language. 
The Brunei Nationality Act which was passed in 1961 enforced the national identity further. Seven ethnic groups of Brunei namely Belait, Bisaya, Brunei, Dusun, Kedayan, Murut and Tutong were declared as the citizens of the country. What is significant is that these seven ethnic groups were classified as the Malays under the Brunei Nationality Act. Thus, regardless of the groups’ differences or similarities in religion, culture and ways of life, they have been incorporated into to a larger Malay community to promote state solidarity and sense of belonging. What is more, the re-definition of Malay as a race that includes these ethnic groups implies a stronger political relevance of Malay as of the integral element of Brunei’s national identity. Thus, it can be argued that Brunei nationality was defined by the notion of nationhood rather than pure ethnicity. 
It is also worthwhile to note that the ability to bestow official citizenship is an illustration of the exercise of core power of the state sovereignty. In other words, the grant of citizenship implies a self-governance value. For Brunei, the passing of the Nationality Act in 1961, two years after the promulgation of the state constitution is a massive political achievement and provided the much-needed boost for the Sultan’s confidence to govern the country. When SOAS III abdicated from the throne in 1967 and was succeeded by his eldest son, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, among the first things that he taught his son was the art of leadership and statecraft. Hence, SOAS III composed Syair Asli Rajang Hari or Rajang Hari Poem in the same year he was abdicated from the throne. 
The Poem contains practical advice on real world politics and SOAS III gave a brief yet critical analysis of good and bad politics. He seemed to stress more on bad politics and the grave consequences of such politics could have on the new Sultan, the people and the future. He illustrated bad politics as the kind of politics practiced by those who abused their power and privileges, and turned a blind eye to the suffering of others. Whereas good politics would allow the Sultan to have great integrity, compassion and tolerance towards those in need of benevolence. 

SOAS III’s advice is without doubt in line with the long-held social contract that defines the relationship between the Sultan and the people. The social contract revolves around the understanding that the ‘ruler should not harm his people and his people should not disobey the ruler’. This unwritten law has effectively inculcated loyalty and national sentiments that became a glue which gives the social cohesion between the people and the six centuries-old Brunei’s monarchical system. 

The formation of Brunei’s national identity and the concept of nationhood reached its final stage in 1984 when Brunei proclaimed her full independence. His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah declared Brunei as a sovereign, democratic and independent Malay Muslim Monarchy. The declaration unquestionably embodies state sovereignty and distinctive identity as the core values of Brunei nationhood. The declaration of independence is the culmination of Brunei’s persistent efforts to preserve and secure sovereignty. The state sovereignty was now bolstered by the creation of the ethnically Malay community that fostered a sense of social cohesion and “we-ness”, transcending cultural and religious differences. 
With Malay Muslim Monarchy as the State Philosophy, it further cemented Islam, Monarchy and Malay as the cornerstone of Brunei’s national identity. Although many argue that the national identity was deliberately created to support the nation-building processes, one could not deny that the integral elements of the national identity did not simply appear from nowhere but instead they were constructed from the country’s historical traditions and experience.  
Source 1
Syair Rakis

Excerpted from: 

Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md. Salleh ibnu Pengiran Sharmayuda, Syair Rakis, edited by Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Amar Diraja Dato Seri Utama (Dr.) Awang Haji Mohd. Jamil Al-Sufri bin Begawan Pehin Udana Khatib Dato Seri Paduka Awang Haji Umar, Brunei History Centre, Bandar Seri Begawan, 1983, pp. 60-80
	Labuan Island was urgently demanded

From there plans were organized

A place for flag pole

From Sarawak to Singapore realised

The news astonished the writer

Labuan island is no small matter

His heart felt greatly in a fluster

An omen the country controlled by foreigner

The Englishmen came from England

Establishing a base in Labuan island

If our advisers are lacking expertise

They will there achieve their enterprise

Turning matters upside down

With the aim of possessing a large country

If knowledgeable assistants are lacking

Too clever at questions and answering
The news astonished the writer

Labuan island is no small matter

His heart felt greatly in a fluster

An omen the country controlled by foreigner




The excerpt is a poem known as Syair Rakis (Rakis Poem) by Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md. Salleh. It is believed to be composed c. 1847. The poem is related to the political event that happened in Brunei during the period between 1841 and 1847. The year 1841 is the beginning of the foreign interference in Brunei’s affairs that is, when Pengiran Muda Hashim, the Sultan of Brunei’s main minister, had made an agreement with James Brooke, a British private entrepreneur, that he would make Brooke as the Governor of Sarawak (which was part of Brunei’s territory), if he could put an end to the rebellion there. At that time the Governor of Sarawak was Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md. Salleh. When James Brooke successfully ended the rebellion, he was promptly made as the governor of Sarawak by Pengiran Muda Hashim. Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md. Salleh eventually left Sarawak and later in 1846, he found out that Sarawak was ceded to James Brooke by Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin II (r. 1828-1852) and this made Brooke the effective ruler of Sarawak. Aside from that, the Sultan was forcibly made to cede the island of Labuan (which belonged to Brunei) to Britain via Treaty of Friendship and Commerce of 1847. The excerpt of Syair Rakis shows the disappointment of Pengiran Shahbandar Pengiran Md. Salleh on the cession of Labuan. He was highly critical for the loss of the territories of Sarawak and Labuan to Britain. He perceived that Labuan would be the place where Britain would make their strategic plan between Singapore and Sarawak (which were both British colonies). In his view, this was a sign which shows that Brunei would come under a foreign rule.  Indeed, between 1846 until 1890, Brunei lost most of its territories to the British and by 1906, Brunei had come under Britain’s protection.
Source 2

The Amanah 
Excerpted from: 

The Amanah (Sultan Abdul Momin’s will) written on 6th Jamal-ah-Awal, 1302 corresponding 1885, in the city of Brunei. 
	This is a Decree of His Highness the Sultan. After having consulted with the Pangeran Tumonggong and Pangeran Bendahara and Pangeran di Gadong, together with his Ministers and Officers, and with the whole of the population of Brunei, who agree to sanction the Arrangement arrived at herein, and thereby peace may come on the whole of the country.

Now concerning Limbang and other countries which still remain under the government of Brunei, they cannot be leased or given away to any other nation, but must remain under our rule and that our ancestors who may be elected Rajahs of Brunei, cannot on any account take rivers, or slaves, or private property, and in the same manner the slaves appertaining to the Sovereign cannot be made private slaves. After us whomsoever property may belong it will remain him, rivers, followers, ‘tulin’ and hereditary property. And the customs of our ancestors shall be followed by those who came after us. They can on no account be changed while there is a sun and moon, in order that there shall be no complication in the country.


The excerpt is a will of Sultan Abdul Momin, the 24th Sultan of Brunei who ruled between 1852 and 1885. It was during his reign, many of Brunei’s territories were acquired by James Brooke who had established himself in Sarawak since 1846. Between 1855 and 1882, Brooke had attained an area stretching from Samarahan to Baram through various tactics. At the same time, between 1865 and 1881, three foreign groups encroached into North Borneo (Sabah) which was also part of Brunei’s territory. In 1865, Charles Lee Moses, an American Consul General, signed a treaty with Sultan Abdul Momin and obtained twenty one districts. Later, Moses transferred his rights to J.W. Torrey who sold it to Gustavus Baron von Overbeck. In 1881, North Borneo was transferred to the British North Borneo Company where in the same year the British government granted the Company a royal charter. W.H. Treacher was appointed as the first British Governor of North Borneo. Because of the alarming rate of the loss of Brunei’s territories, Sultan Abdul Momin called a meeting of his ministers in 1885 where they made an oath or Amanah not to cede anymore of Brunei’s territories to the foreigners. In this oath, Limbang was specifically mentioned, as Limbang was the last most important territory left to Brunei. In order to further protect Brunei’s remaining territories and its dynasty from Brooke in Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo, in 1888 Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Aqamadin the successor of Sultan Abdul Momin, entered into an agreement with Britain. By this agreement, Brunei handed over the conducting of its foreign relations to Britain. Brunei also agreed not to cede any territory without prior British consent. Not long after the making of the Amanah, Sultan Abdul Momin passed away and he was succeeded by Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam. Two years after Sultan Hashim succession to the throne, in 1890 Limbang was occupied by Brooke. 
Source 3
British-Brunei Protectorate Agreement of 1888
Excerpted from:

B.A. Hussainmiya (1995), Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin III and Britain: The Making of Brunei Darussalam. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press. pp. 392-393.  
	Protectorate Agreement with the Sultan of Brunei, 17 September 1888

Whereas, Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Akamadin, Sultan and lawful Ruler of the State of Brunei, in the Island of Borneo, has represented to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government the desire of that State to be placed under the protection of Her Majesty the Queen, under the conditions hereinafter mentioned; it is hereby agreed and declared as follows:

ARTICLE I

The State of Brunei shall continue to be governed and administered by the said Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Akamadin and his successors as an independent State, under the protection of Great Britain; but such protection shall confer no right on Her Majesty’s Government to interfere with the internal administration of that State further than is herein provided.

ARTICLE II

In case any question should hereafter arise respecting the right of succession to the present or any future Ruler of Brunei, such question shall be referred to Her Majesty’s Government for decision.

ARTICLE III

The relations between the State of Brunei and all foreign States, including the States of Sarawak and North Borneo shall be conducted by Her Majesty’s Government and all communications shall be carried on exclusively through Her Majesty’s Government, or in accordance with its directions; and if any difference should arise between the Sultan of Brunei and the Government of any other State, the Sultan of Brunei agrees to abide by the decision of Her Majesty’s Government, and to take all necessary measures to give effect thereto.




The excerpt is the Protectorate Agreement of 1888 signed between Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam, the 25th ruler of Brunei who ruled between 1885 and 1906 and Sir Hugh Low of Britain on 17 September 1888 at Brunei. The Agreement was signed with two different intentions. On Brunei’s part, the Sultan signed the Agreement with the hope that it would protect Brunei from Brooke in Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo. Since 1846, until to the year when the Agreement was made, Brunei had lost vast territories both to Brooke in Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo. In order to protect Brunei from diminishing, earlier in 1885 that is three years after the loss of Baram to Brooke, Sultan Abdul Momin who was the ruler of Brunei between 1852 and 1885 made an oath or the Amanah with his ministers to ensure that Brunei would not lose anymore of its territories to foreigners. In order to further protect Brunei’s remaining territories, in 1888 Sultan Hashim who succeeded Sultan Abdul Momin in 1885, entered into an agreement with Britain. By this agreement, Brunei handed over the conducting of its foreign relations to Britain. Brunei also agreed not to cede any of its territories without prior British consent. On Britain’s part however, Hugh Low signed the Agreement not to protect Brunei from Brooke in Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo, but to secure Brunei against foreign interference and to eventually absorb Brunei within the Brooke’s and the British North Borneo Company’s colonies. That is why when Brooke annexed Limbang in 1890, Britain did not protect Brunei. Instead, it gave legal recognition to the annexation.

Source 4

Letter of Sultan Hashim to Sir Frederick Weld about his complaint on the Limbang annexation. Written in the Court at Brunei on 21 April 1890. 
Excerpted from:

Ismail Haji Awang Nordin, ‘Sultan Hashim: from western points of view’, M.A. Thesis, University of Hull, 1998. 
	We would make known into our friend with sincere regard for our friend, our hope that our friend, Lady Weld and your friend’s children, are well and happy, wishing you all peace and long life. Furthermore we would ask our friend’s assistance for now we are in trouble. After our friend left, Sir Hugh Low K.C.M.G. came to Brunei and our troubles ceased on account of the Treaty between Her Majesty the Queen and us, which he brought. Until a few months ago, we remained in peace and during that happy time, we continually thought of our friend and also of our friend Sir Hugh Low.


On the 17th March 1890 that is on the 21st Rejab 1307 Rajah Brooke with five steamers entered the Limbang River seizing our river and our Government without our knowledge against our wishes and without asking our permission. Rajah Brooke’s followers pulled down the Brunei flag, and hoisted up the Sarawak flag in its place. At the same time Rajah Brooke did not come to see us. We are greatly astonished at the conduct of Rajah Brooke. Rajah Brooke sent his proclamation to us from Pengkalan Tarap, Limbang River where he is making a statement, and building a government house, fort etc, and flying a Sarawak flag. Rajah Brooke has broken the treaty between Her Majesty the Queen and us, if this allowed other Malay Rajahs, for instance, the Sultan of Johore and Pahang and others around Singapore will lose faith in Her Majesty the Queen’s treaties. We trust our friend will do his best to assist us because we are old friends. The treaty brought by Sir Hugh Low we have adhered to, we hold it, and base our hopes upon it, and we trust our friend will see that it is maintained and explained to Her Majesty’s Ministers how matters stand so that they may understand the position of affairs in Brunei. Our friend  knows well that if Rajah Brooke takes the Limbang River, our town of Brunei must cease to exist and all British subjects trading in Brunei and all Brunei subjects will lose their means of livelihood. We, our council and all our people do not wish to give up the Limbang River to Rajah Brooke, for Limbang is Brunei, and Brunei is Limbang and the government of the two places cannot be divided. Limbang is the place where the whole of Brunei people have obtained a means of living for generations. I am greatly surprised that Rajah Brooke, who is an Englishman should dare to go back up and break his own agreement which he made with me in the year of 1885 and his old agreement with the Brunei government. We thought Rajah Brooke was an English gentleman who could be trusted. Rajah Brooke gives as his reason for taking Limbang River, that the people, asked him to take over the government of their river. Inche Mohamed, Consular agent can testify, and he has written to Sir Cecil Clementi Smith K.C.M.G. Her Majesty’s High Commissioner for Borneo to the effect that most of the Limbang people prefer our government and a few only of the bad characters in the Limbang who before made a disturbance led by Datu Klassi are perhaps in favour of Rajah Brooke. Probably they had been misled and badly advised by ill disposed people, for all the Limbang people had been under Brunei government for generations. Rajah Brooke has violated the terms of the treaty brought by Sir Hugh Low in two parts: 1st the treaty says Brunei shall remain as an independent state under the government of Sultan Hashim Jalilulalam Akamadin, defender of the faithful and his heir, but Rajah Brooke has taken by force more than half of our state, gives as reason that we cannot govern the Limbang (which is not true) but in the treaty Her Majesty’s not to interfere in the internal affairs of our state. Secondly, all communications from Rajah Brooke to us must be sent first to Her Majesty’s Government who will forward those to us, but Rajah Brooke has sent his proclamation to us direct (he has also sent it to others) making known to us that he has seized the Limbang River. We, our council and all our people are greatly astonished that Rajah Brooke should dare to act in this matter as if he trouble and greatly shamed, therefore we think probably the Governor of Singapore, our friend and even Her Majesty the Queen will be much annoyed because the State of Brunei is now under the protection of Her Majesty’s Government, therefore when another state treats us in this manner Her Majesty’s Government will surely stop them and help us. We also think that we have ceded sufficient territory to Rajah Brooke and that he has quite enough and the little that remains, we wish to keep. We hope for justice from Her Majesty the Queen because we remember to follow and hold to Her treaties and pray that they may continue in force between us. We have no wish to quarrel with Rajah Brooke and we have sent a letter to the Governor of Singapore, Her Majesty’s High Commissioner for Borneo, asking him to turn Rajah Brooke and all his people out of the Limbang River and to order them to return to Sarawak and we trust our friend will also help us to attain this end, as all our hopes are centered in our friend. When Sir Hugh Low K.C.M.G, brought the new treaty to us in Brunei he told us that Rajah Brooke was now very well disposed towards us. Whatsoever, we wished Rajah Brooke would do, and we placed great confidence in what Sir Hugh Low told us, but now Rajah Brooke instead of doing as we wish, and keeping his agreement with us, treats us worse than ever and treats all his agreements with the Brunei government. We have nothing further to write to our friend except to send our good wishes our friend and Lady Weld.

Written in the Court at Brunei on the 2nd Ramadan 1307, that is on the 21st April, 1890.


The excerpt is a letter written by Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Aqamaddin, the 25th ruler of Brunei who ruled between 1885 and 1906 to Sir Frederick Weld, the Governor of the Straits Settlements appealing to the British Government to assist him to return Limbang which was annexed by Brooke of Sarawak on 17 March 1890. Limbang was seized by Brooke despite the fact that Britain had signed a protectorate agreement with Brunei in 1888. The Agreement had its foreign relations conducted by Britain. By this agreement, Brunei also agreed not to cede any of its territories without prior British consent. When Brooke annexed Limbang, he had actually broken the agreement that Britain signed with Brunei. According to Sultan Hashim, Limbang was significant to Brunei and Brunei town would cease to exist if Limbang was taken by Brooke. The British who were trading in Brunei and the people of Brunei in general would lose their means of livelihood if it was taken away. Limbang was so important for Brunei that Sultan Hashim emphasised in his letter that Limbang is Brunei and Brunei is Limbang and the two could not be separated. He further stressed that Limbang was the place where the people of Brunei obtained a means of living for generations.  Limbang was also specifically mentioned in the oath or the Amanah that was made during the reign of Sultan Abdul Momin in 1885 in order to protect the remaining Brunei’s territories from being lost to the foreigners. By asking the British to return Limbang to Brunei, Sultan Hashim was also acting in accordance to the oath or the Amanah of Sultan Abdul Momin. Nonetheless, Britain didn’t take heed of the Sultan’s plea. Instead, Britain sanctioned the annexation of Limbang by Brooke, and demanded the Sultan to oblige to the Article III of the 1888 Protectorate Agreement whereby ‘if any indifference should arise between the Sultan of Brunei and the Government of any other State, the Sultan of Brunei agrees to abide by the decision of Her Majesty’s Government, and to take all necessary measures to give effect thereto.’
Source 5
Letter of Sultan Hashim to King Edward VII dated 24 August 1902. 
Excerpted from: 

CO144/77, Sultan Hashim to King Edward VII, 24 August 1902.
	I absolutely refuse the proposal, more especially as he has no written authority from Your Majesty or Your Majesty’s Ministers to support his action. Even if he had such authority, I would not approve a proposal equivalent to the casting away of my crown, my good name and power’.


The excerpt is a letter from Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Aqamaddin, the 25th ruler of Brunei who ruled between 1885 and 1906 to King Edward VII of Britain in relation to the proposal made by the Brooke of Sarawak suggesting the Sultan to cede the remaining Brunei’s territories to Sarawak. After the annexation of Limbang by Brooke in 1890 and the sanction of his occupation by the British Government, Brooke was determined to acquire what was left to Brunei. After the annexation of Limbang, Brunei’s politic and socio-economy were in disarray. Rebellions occurred in the remaining Brunei’s territories of Belait and Tutong District. The rebellion happened due to the heavy taxation imposed by the Sultan and his ministers because of the loss of Brunei’s territories to Brooke. The people of both districts were claimed by pro-Brooke to favour Brooke’s administration than Brunei. As the rebels wanted Sarawak’s rule, and with Brooke ever willing to make capital out of such incidents, Brunei faced an extreme danger of extinction. Brooke offered cession money of $3,000 for the Tutong and Belait districts with a further $1,000 to Muara district if included. In June 1902, Brooke extended his offer to include all of Brunei, including the capital: the Sultan and the remaining two ministers were to retain their honours and titles and receive annual pensions: the Sultan $12,000 and the Pengiran Bendahara and the Pengiran Pemancha $6,000 each. Sultan Hashim rejected the offers considering them a breach of the 1888 Protectorate Agreement. Under Article VI of the 1888 Agreement which says that ‘No cession or other alienation of any part of the territory of the State of Brunei shall be made by the Sultan to any foreign state, or the subjects or citizens thereof, without the consent of Her Majesty’s Government’.  Thus, Sultan Hashim sent the letter to King Edward VII to show his standpoint against Brooke’s proposal.
Source 6

Supplementary Agreement between Great Britain and Brunei 3 December 1905 and 2 January 1906.
Excerpted from: 
B.A. Hussainmiya, (1995), Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin III and Britain: The Making of Brunei Darussalam. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press. pp. 394. 

	Whereas His Highness Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam Akamaddin son of his late Highness Sultann Omar Ali Saifudin, Ruler of the State of Brunei and all its dependencies is desirous of being fully protected by the British Government and wishes for the assistance of that Government in the better administration of the internal affairs of his country, and whereas His Highness trusts that the British Government will ensure the due succession to the Sultanate of Brunei, now therefore His Highness has represented to His Majesty’s Government that the treaty made on the 17th September 1888 does no give him sufficient protection, and the Sultan and His Majesty’s Government have accordingly entered into the following supplementary agreement:-

I. His Highness will receive a British Officer, to be styled Resident, and will provide a suitable residence for him. The Resident will be the Agent and Representative of His Britannic Majesty’s Government under the High Commissioner for the British Protectorates in Borneo, and his advice must be taken and acted upon on all questions in Brunei, other than other affecting the Mohammedan religion, in order that a similar system may be established to that existing in other Malay States now under British protection. 

II. All existing agreements made between the British Government and the Government of Brunei are hereby confirmed and maintained except in so far as any of them may conflict with the present agreement.   

2 Jan 1906
Signature of John Anderson
Seal of His Highness Sultan Hashim

Seal of the Pangiran Bandahara

Seal of the Pangiran Pamancha


The excerpt is the Supplementary Agreement between Great Britain and Brunei regarding Britain’s protection over Brunei. It was signed between Sir John Anderson on behalf of the British Government and Sultan Hashim Jalilul Alam who ruled Brunei between 1885 and 1906. After the annexation of Limbang by Brooke of Sarawak in 1890, Brooke was committed to get the remaining Brunei’s territories. The rebellion which ensued after the annexation of Limbang in the remaining Brunei’s districts of Belait and Tutong made Brunei’s politics and socio-economy in disorder. Consequently, the Colonial Office in London sent its officer M.S.H. McArthur to Brunei in order to find out about the situation in Brunei and to make suggestions regarding Brunei’s future. Subsequently, McArthur suggested the Colonial Office to extend Britain’s full protection over Brunei. The 1888 Protectorate Agreement that Brunei had with Britain was not enough to fully protect Brunei. This was also in accordance to the Sultan’s wish who wanted to safeguard Brunei from extinction. According to McArthur, what he gathered from various hints the Sultan ‘would not be averse to a large measure of British protection so long as he was left with nominally in supreme control’. The Supplementary Agreement of 1905/1906 provided full British protection, the succession of the Sultan’s dynasty and the appointment of a resident. With full British protection, Brunei’s search for security against Brooke in Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo finally materialised. According to McArthur, ‘when it is remembered that these evils flourish under nominal British protection, and it is that protection alone which keeps Brunei in existence as a separate state’. Brunei remained under full British protection until the year 1984 when it achieved its independence. The Agreement also led to the retention of the monarchical system of government. Before Sultan Hashim passed away, he had named his son to be his successor and thus secure the system of monarchy in Brunei from his line. 
Source 7
Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam’s petition to Sir John Anderson 
Excerpted from: 

Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam’s petition to Sir John Anderson the High Commissioner dated 2 July 1906. McArthur to John Anderson, 10 August 1906HCO, Brunei 216/06, and enclosures.
	The petition made the following requests:

1. the local hakim or judges try cases involving the Muslim religion;

2. that warrants shall not be issued against ‘persons of standing’ without consultation with the Sultan and his Council;

3. that the government help to recover runaway slaves

4. that the Brunei flag be flown over the offices of the Government of Brunei;

5. that ‘We depend on the assurances given by the High Commissioner on his visit to Brunei, to the effect that  whatever customs or laws may have been in force in Brunei those customs and laws shall be kept inviolate and unaltered forever’.


The excerpt is a petition made by Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam, the 26th ruler of Brunei who ruled from 1906 until 1924, to Sir John Anderson, Britain’s High Commissioner, expressing opposition to the sweeping changes being introduced in Brunei following the introduction of the British Resident System in Brunei in 1906. The System was introduced in subsequent to the signing of an agreement known as the Supplementary Agreement of 1905/1906 whereby this agreement a British resident was appointed to Brunei and his duty was to advice the Sultan in all matters of administration except on matters that were related to the Islamic religion. It is significant to note that the resident’s jurisdiction extended over even questions affecting the Malay custom. When the Resident System was introduced, the British Resident instantly abolished the land tenure system that had been existed in Brunei for centuries. The Sultan and his ministers were against this decision and this was reflected in the Sultan’s request where he demanded for the custom to be retained, unbroken and unchanged continually. Nonetheless, the High Commissioner only accepted petitions 1 and 4 and rejected the rest, and on the fifth request he reminded the Sultan that the exact purpose of the Supplementary Agreement of 1905/1906 was to amend the obsolete laws and customs of Brunei in order to save Brunei from ruin and to prevent it from disappearing. The Sultan persisted in his opposition until the British threatened to reduce his stipend and depose him. 
Source 8
Syair Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei: Muda Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien. 
Excerpted from: 

Syair Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei: Muda Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien. (1998) Dewan Bahasa and Pustaka Brunei, p. 3. 
	The Constitution of Brunei is its appellation

Having been proposed for the nation

For the benefit of the country’s citizenship

Overcoming the misfortune of hardship 
Before taking the final action

A committee appointed to give information

Going to the districts to meet the population 

Seeking views and final expression 

Villages and districts the Committee visiting 

Head and village residents they were meeting 

The objectives of the proposals were fully explained 

Everyone agreed no one objecting 

After meeting the people and residents 

The Committee were sent to the Malayan Federation 

Visiting every state explaining the reason

Observing the state constitution for guidance 



Syair Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei (Negeri Brunei Constitution Poem) was written by Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien III (SOAS III), the 28th Sultan of Brunei, in 1953 and he continued the writing until 1959 when the State Constitution was promulgated. The poem narrates SOAS III’s wishes to pave the ways for Brunei to have her first written constitution that would enable Brunei to retrieve the power and responsibility from the British Resident. Unlike previous Brunei Sultans, SOAS III was strong-willed, had a more mature political conscience and it was his main principle to work for the benefit of the people and the country. As shown in the first stanza of the excerpt, SOAS III believed that a state constitution would materialise his ambitions and efforts to modernise the country and improve the living conditions of the Brunei people. SOAS II became even more determined to run the state affairs himself as he was getting uncomfortable and impatient with the so-called advisory role played the British Resident. The increasing political tension between the Sultan and the British officials were narrated vividly in many parts of the poem. In fact, the sentence of “the misfortune of hardship” in the first stanza of the excerpt was interpreted by local scholars as one of the many signals in the poem that illustrate the growing political conflict between the Sultan and the British officials.
The poem also describes the processes of drafting the state constitution where one of the very early processes was the formation of the Brunei Constitution Advisory Committee in 1953. The main role of the Committee was to satisfy public opinions and to find out whether the Brunei people were also in favour of SOAS III’s plan to draft the State Constitution. The Committee visited four Malayan states in 1954 to study their state constitution and to observe the implementation of the constitutional government in those states. The report was then submitted to SOAS III which led to a six-year process of negotiation with the British Government for a final draft of Constitution that best served and upheld their respective interests and obligations. 
Document 9 

Perlembagaan Negara Brunei Darussalam (Constitution of Brunei Darussalam)
Excerpted from: 

Government of Brunei. 1959. Surat2 Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei, Bab 82 (1) [Malay

version]. Brunei: Government of Brunei (Constitutional Letters of the State of Brunei,

Article 82 (1)
Government of Brunei. 1959. Brunei Constitution 1959, Article 82 (1) [English version].

Brunei: Government of Brunei
	PART III

EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY 

Executive authority and principal officers 

1) The supreme executive authority of Brunei Darussalam shall be vested in His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan

1A) His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan shall be the Prime Minister 

1B) His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan shall be the Supreme Commander of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces 

2) The executive authority shall be exercised by His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
3) His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan may appoint from among citizens of Brunei Darussalam any number of Ministers and Deputy Ministers who shall be responsible solely to His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan for the exercise authority and who shall assist and advise His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan in the discharge of g His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan’s executive authority 



Brunei’s Constitution was promulgated on 29 September 1959. Under the Constitution, the Brunei Sultan was empowered with the supreme executive authority who was also holding several important portfolios: Prime Minister, Supreme Commander of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces, the Head of official religion (Islam). Hence, since 1959, the title of the Brunei Sultan include “Yang Di-Pertuan” which means “He who is the Lord”. There are also five councils to assist the Brunei Sultan in the exercise of his powers and duties: the Privy Council, the Religious Council, the Council of Ministers, the Legislative Council and the Council of Succession. All these councils are presided by the Brunei Sultan. Islam was declared as the official religion of Negara Brunei Darussalam and Bahasa Melayu (Malay Language) as the official language of the country. Menteri Besar (Chief Minister) took over the handling of the state administration and other important positions such as State Secretary, State Financial Officer and Attorney-General would be appointed among the local people by the Brunei Sultan. With the new administrative structure, the British Residency was formally abolished and British High Commissioner was appointed with a much lesser governing authority and advisory role than that of the Resident. 
In essence, Brunei regained its domestic independence with the promulgation of the Constitution. SOAS III was pleased with the outcome of Brunei-British constitutional talks as he strongly believed that the Constitution would enable Brunei to embark on a period of greater stability and prosperity. What is also equally significant with the promulgation of Brunei Constitution is the declaration of Islam and Bahasa Melayu as the official religion and language of the country. Together with the strengthening of the monarchical (Beraja) system (with the retrieval of the Sultan’s sovereignty), Islam and Bahasa Melayu laid the foundation for the germination of the State Philosophy, Melayu Islam Beraja, which was declared officially in 1984. 
Source 10 

Brunei Nationality Act
Excerpted from: 
Government of Brunei. (1961). Undang2 Taraf Kebangsaan Brunei. Undang2 No. 4. In

Surat2 Perlembagaan Negeri Brunei. Kuala Belait: Government Printer, pp. 115-135

(Brunei Nationality Act, No. 4, in Constitutional Letters of the State of Brunei)
	National Status

3. A subject of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan shall have the status of a national of Brunei Darussalam 
Subject of His Majesty of Operation of Law

4. (1) On and after the appointed day the following persons, and no others, shall be subjects of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan by operation of law – 

(a) any person born in Brunei Darussalam before, on or after the appointed day who is commonly accepted as belonging to one of the following indigenous groups of the Malay race, namely, Belait, Bisayah, Brunei, Dusun, Kedayan, Murut or Tutong and any person whose father was, at the time of birth of such person, a subject of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan by operation of law under this paragraph or paragraph (c)(i) and was employed outside Brunei Darussalam in the service of the Government, by any company registered in Brunei Darussalam or in such special circumstances as His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan thinks fit, if the birth of such person was registered at a Brunei Darussalam Consulate or in Brunei Darussalam within 6 months of its occurrence, or such longer period as His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan may in any particular case allow; 

 


The proposal to define the citizenship of Brunei was first mentioned in the report of the Constitution Advisory Committee in 1954. When the State Constitution was promulgated in 1959, it loosely determined the citizens of Brunei as the subject of the Sultan under the provision of a written nationality law. The need to specify the Brunei citizenship grew stronger when in the 1960s due to the tumultuous politics instigated by Partai Rakyat Brunei (Brunei’s People Party) who demanded the British to grant full independence to Brunei. The Party repeatedly demanded the Government to hold the District Council Election which was promised by the British since 1957 and an electoral register would need to be prepared to determine the eligibility of voters based on the Nationality Act. 
Hence, Brunei’s Nationality Act was passed in January 1962. The Act categorises seven ethnic groups of Brunei as the national citizens of the country. The seven ethnic groups of Brunei are Belait, Bisaya, Brunei, Dusun, Kedayan, Murut and Tutong. The ethnic groups are the original inhabitants of Brunei and at the time when the Act was passed, there were strong religious and cultural differences between these ethnic groups. Out of the seven ethnic groups, Belait, Bisaya, Dusun and Muruts are originally non-Muslims. What should also be highlighted is that, the Act also spelt out a new classification where all the constitutionally recognised ethnic groups were to be considered as Malays. In other words, the ethnic groups all now belonged to a larger ethnic framework of Malay identity despite the cultural and social differences between them. Examining the new ‘Malay’ classification within the context of Brunei’s politics and the newly bestowed internal independence in 1959, the Nationality Act can be seen as the state effort to promote the integration of the ethnic groups into the mainstream Malay society for political consolidation and nation-building purposes. This fact demonstrates how the Nationality Act had been fundamentally laid the foundation for the nation-building processes by creating a single ethnic framework to define a collection of people that were diverse in religious, cultural, linguistic background. 
Source 11

Syair Asli Rajang Hari (Rajang Hari Poem) 

Excerpted from: 

Muda Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien (1994), Syair Asli Rajang Hari, Bandar Seri Begawan: Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, p. 65. 

Translation adopted from: Haji Awang Mohd Jamil Al-Sufri, Pehin Orang Kaya Amar Diraja Dato Seri Utama (2010). Royal Poet: Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien. Bandar Seri Begawan: Brunei History Centre. pp. 90-91. 

	There are many kinds of politics 
There are those of good and healthy politics

There are those conditions of evil politics

All these are so called politics 

Politics with soul and aware of surrounding

That is politics which is good and sound

That kind is not a bad politics 

Not breaking the law and always doing good deeds 

Bad politics have deaf ears

Only know how to eat “kabuli” rice
Even though often times, being criticized 

Not even they take any notice 

Bad politics involve lots of lying 

No truth in their promises and words 

No truth in their master of planning 

Solely just telling lies 




The Rajang Asli Poem was originally composed by SOAS III in 1967, the year when he abdicated from the throne, passing it to his son, Hassanal Bolkiah. During the years of 1965 to 1967, SOAS III was facing one of the most difficult political predicament where the British government expressed a stronger desire to end the 1959 Brunei-British Agreement. SOAS III knew that the ending of the Agreement would cause a serious implication on the internal and external security of the country. The British also wanted SOAS III to allow the formation of democratic government, a proposal that was well-received by local political parties who then pressurised the Sultan to accept the British’s proposal. However, on 4 October 1967, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, who was the age of 21 years old, ascended to the throne to become the 29th Sultan of Brunei. 

Analysing the content of the poem, one of the main themes emerging is the concept of political responsibility. The logic of politics, as depicted by SOAS III, is simple. Good politics would greatly benefit those in power (the ruler) as well as those who at the ground (the ruled). Good politics also means the ruler would take care of the people who in turn would pledge their loyalty to the ruler. This is definitely in contrast to bad politics that would tarnish people’s loyalty and trust to the leadership of the monarchy. In many ways, the poem is a means to send the message that being on the throne is a real political responsibility and the successful handling of such responsibility would strengthen people’s loyalty to his leadership as well as bolster further the their sense of belonging to the state. 

Source 12 

The Proclamation of Independence Brunei Darussalam 

Excerpted from: 

Pusat Sejarah Brunei (1985). The Proclamation of Independence Brunei Darussalam [English Translation]. Bandar Seri Begawan: Brunei History Centre. 

	Now therefore in the name of Allah the Compassionate, the Merciful, We, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and her territory and all her dependencies, do hereby proclaim and declare on Our name and on our behalf and for and on behalf of our successors and for and on behalf of the people of Brunei Darussalam that as from the First day of January, Nineteen Hundred and Eighty-Four of the Christian era, corresponding to the Twenty-Seventh day of Rabiulawal, the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad (on whom the benediction and peace of Allah) Fourteen Hundred and Four being the Seventeenth Year of our reign, Brunei Darussalam is and with the blessing of Allah (to Whom be praise and Whose name be exalted) shall be forever a sovereign, democratic and independent Malay Muslim Monarchy upon the teachings of Islam according to Ahli Sunnah Waljamaah and based upon the principle of liberty, trust and justice and ever seeking with the guidance and blessing of Allah (to Whom be praise and Whose name be exalted) the peace and security, welfare and happiness of Our people and the maintenance of friendly, relations among nations on the principle of mutual respect from the independence, sovereignty, equality and territorial integrity of all nations free from external interference. 

  


With the internal independence that Brunei gained in 1959, the Sultan continued to work tirelessly with determined efforts to achieve real, full independence. The British generally supported the idea as they had been under an intense pressure to decolonise from her remaining colonial lands including Brunei since the 1950s. Hence, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, alongside SOAS III, continually held talks and negotiation with the British Government which resulted in the amendment to the 1959 Brunei-Great Britain Agreement in 1971 where the British government completely ceased from performing advisory role in the local government except in security and defence matters. However, the most crucial document was the 1979 Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation between Great Britain and Brunei which signaled Brunei’s full independence to be attained at the end of 1983.

On 01 January 1984, His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah proclaimed Brunei’s full independence. His Majesty also declared Brunei as a sovereign, democratic and independent Malay Muslim Monarchy and will observe Islam according to the Ahli Sunnah Waljamaah. The declaration effectively consolidated the position of Islam and Malay both ethnically and linguistically. The proclamation was later taken as the declaration of Melayu Islam Beraja (Malay Islamic Monarchy) as the State Philosophy, upon which the political, economic, religious and social development of the country have been modelled since 1984. The social contract between the ruler and the ruled was also manifested as His Majesty pledged to look after the well-being of the Brunei people. A declaration as an independent nation also means the transfer of the international responsibilities and duties from the British to the Government of His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. Thus, among Brunei’s immediate moves after gaining independence was securing membership of international organisations including Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and United Nations (UN). 
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