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persed them had to lie and shriek, as a thug or rapist
will psych himself up to do something foul. If this is
not the entire story, it is still the indispensible ele-
ment without which no cruthful story can he told.
Sacco tells it through the microcosm of Gorazde, and
we're in his debt.

A microcosm needs its contexe, and again 1
found myself impressed by his encapsulations. The
historical and geographic inserts are objective, and do
not omit the moments when Bosnians, and Bosnian
Islam, were historically compromised (most notably in
the Second World War). T'he Bosnians we meet in
these pages are not heroic — though some of them are
exemplary — and their greeds and needs are recog-
nizable to any American or European; recognizable to
the point of banality. Well then, Sacco seems to be
saying, will you turn away from the extermination
and dispossession of those who are so much like your
own unlovely self? He at any rate could not do so;
good for him.

Where there is bile in these pages — and 1
could quite frankly have done with several more pints
and quarts of it — it is not directed at “the Serbs.”
Even in their extremity, Bosnian victims referred to
Serbo-fascists as “Chetniks” and thus honorably
agreed to loathe them under a political and historical
and not an ethnic rubric. No, the contempt is reserved
for the temporizing, buck-passing, butt-covering
“peacekeepers” who strove to find that swamp of low
moral and “middle” ground into which the innocent
end up being shoveled by the aggressive. Why was
that road from Sarajevo to Gorazde so impassable? Tt
had been wide open through several decades of incf-
ficient state socialism, after all. Why did NATO
armies, readied through the same decades to launch a

thermonuclear war on a moment’s notice, find it
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inconvenient to face down a flimsy roadblock manned
by a rabble of drunken racists? Nobody who wit-
nessed this miserable spectacle will ever forget it; nor
will he wonder how some of the worst deeds in human
history came to be committed in plain sight, and with-
out shame. It became essential for the post-Cold War
gatekeepers to define Chetniks and Bosnian civilians
as equivalent — echoing the propaganda of Milosevic,
their “partner in peace” until 1999 — because other-
wise the shame might become unsupportable.

I now, having disburdened mysclf, feel
rather shy about saying that Mr. Sacco is also funny,
and ironic, and self-mocking. We have been told that
“it takes a village” and — never mind the implication
for now — it probably does. A village or small town
like Gorazde can mature for years in history’s cask,
ripening away for all its provincialism. The large
majority of its citizens may be content or at any rate
reconciled. But the awful and frightening fact about
fascism is that it “takes” only a few gestures (a pig’s
head in a mosque; a rumor of the kidnap of a child; an
armed provocation at a wedding) to unsettle or even
undo the communal and human work of generations.
Normally the fascists don’t have the guts to try it; they
need the reassurance of support from superiors or aid
from an outside power and the need to know that
“law,” defined nationally or internationally, will be a
joke at the expensc of their victims. In Bosnia they
were granted all three indulgences. But even at the
edge of those medieval paintings of breakdown and
panic and mania, when people still thought the heav-
ens might aid them, there was often the oblique fig-
ure at the edge of the scene, who might have hoped to
record and outlive the carnage and perhaps to rebuild
the community. Call him the moral draughtsman, at

least for now, and be grateful for small mercies.

AUTHOR’S NOTE ABOUT PRONUNCIATION

I have opted to leave out the Bosnian-language accents on the names of people and towns; however, my

modest lay-person’s pronunciation guide for the most prominent places follows:

Gorazde sounds more or less like “go-RAJH-duh
Visegrad rhymes with “FISH-a-grad”

Foca thymes with “GOTcha”

Srebrenica is pronounced “sre-bre-KNEE-(t)sa”
Zepa is pronounced “JHEPP-ah,” with a soft “J

wrz

? (the “Z” is a soft “]” like the second “g” in “garage”)

” sound (sce above)

He said held (ost millions of deutschemarks ae the beginning
of the wat, but he didnt mind because he was living in
a “town of heroes”.. He said that he alone knew "the
Real| Truth about (Garazde.., infack, hed written a book
called ‘The Real Truth About This Town'..,
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A man whod been sitking at another
table invited himself o ours..
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I asked him what made him
think he knew the Real Truth...

T <5

He said hed seen everything...During the worst
of the shelling, he said, while everyone was in
their cellars, he was out in the streets. He
couldne be touched. He couldn't. His dreams
d him so ‘ R

Andif 1 were a real journalist, he
said, who sought the Real Truth, I
would visic him and ook over his man-
uscript about Gorazde,and he would

explain everything..

He said hed been believing in his dreams since
1957, For example, yesterday he had dreamed
hed receive a letkef; and today he received the

letter! .
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Meanwhile, six oclock
came and went and
there was no

| announcement ...

“| None at midnight,

| nor in the morning,
| nor by early after-
1 noon when "an
announcement had
been rescheduled..
d Milosevic, Tudjman,
and [zetbegovic

B were still behind

| closed doors in
Dayton, Chio, and
maybe the war uas
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“Tt was a mixed population here. On the

“T didn't make any distinction between Serb, Croat, and

Muslim children” We were always together... fishing, in [llleft of my house were Serbs, across the
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“At one point, 1 was mostly with a Serb friend. He
was at my house during the day. During the eve-
ning hours... if my moth@r wanted me to ear, shed

‘T spent all my life with [my Serb friends] Boban,
Miro, Goran... [ was drunk with them so many
times... We were together at every party,atevery
place. We didnt make any distinction.”

call him over and he'd eat with me...
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odem Yugoslavia was fashionad
out of the wreckage of the

Kingdom of Yugoslavia™after World

Wwav II by the Communist resistance

leader Josip Broz, better known as

Tito.
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slav republics
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£ Vojvodina

YUGOSLAVIA \5‘@
BEFORE THE 4
BREAK-UP SHOW-"

ING THE REPUB-

LICS AND AUTON-

OMOUS AREAS

constituted by
Tito, Posnia
was the most
ethnically di-

verse. It con-
tained large

populations of
Croats, Serbs,

and Muslims.
Each of these

ethnic groups

has a partiCu‘&r i

histoq‘ and
cultura! back-

ground, but the

are all South
Slavs and speak
2ssentially the
same language.
wir chief
chst’mgmshin
;hamctcnstic
18 veligious
Croaks are Ro-
man Ca.tlml'ics;
Serbs are Oy tho-
ox Christians:
and Muslimg arg
generally d¢s-
cended from
those Slavs wha
Converted +o
S|am dur'mq a
Do'gear ¥
Ottuman OLCy-
Pation,

the capital Sara-

Jevo, were partic- [TEEED, m'ﬂh

ularly well mixed,
and énjoyed a rich
and often touted
spirit of tolerance.

Some of Bosnia's g
larger cities, like "=
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CBiTELTINA® ETHHE

Hria, where vil-
|'ages and towns i
lijwere populated
i predominantly
by Muslims and i
Serbs.
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{More than half a
million people lived |
in the Drina Valley |-
according to the
11991 census. OF
these, 51.7 percent

i3t Y

| percent Serb.

2] In Gorazde's
Jadministrative
- |district, the pop-
“Julation was #0.2
percent Muslim,

ito maintained his poli

| vere Muslim, 444 1%

§

56 percent Serb. :
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5 i A TOWMNG AND VILLAGES] 4
. ARE REPRESENTEDY \
i, \ I miHlon_Yugo-
. ROGATICA & slavs diedin
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of “brotherhood

and unity”in Yugoslavia by suppressin
overt s_iqr\st‘\j of ethnic naxioﬂaligﬁn a.mo'r%g
the different Yugeslav peoples.
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3 algim;isde g The Chetniks were a
45,600 Serbs, somewhat loose alli-
I ance J‘F grOups D-F

Serb nationalists am?
royalists who typical-
| Jsau_ght the estab-
|fehment of a Greater
Serbia cleansed of
non-Serbs. The

TITOS
PERIOD AND POLICY,
ACCORDING TO THE

OPINION OF A LARGE

iy

Chetniks waged a
ruthless war
against Bosnia's
Croat and Muslim
citizenry, whom e
they viewed as es
Ustasha collabor- B
ators, and against |-
the Partisans, whom |
they saw as likely
past-war rivals.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE, WAS A
VERY NICE PERIOD WHICH
WON'T BE REPEATED. IN
GENERAL, MOST PEOPLE
REGRET THE END
OF THIS PER-

T
MY OPINION
AS WELL.

1 ul"'".

y or although ;
Tito's rulé was i
authoritarian, in i
his Yugoslavia Croats,
Serbs, and Muslims
4 had Hﬁd to ett:e.r.
acefully for haly
: g.ecenturg, and this

éxploited by politicians
once Presidént-for-life T

was Qo ne.

[f Tito managed to create something of a
‘fugoslau identity, he did so without défusin
or allowing for dn airing of the nationalities'
vievancés. Those grievances would be
jockeying for power

after the extra-

| ordinary blood-
letting between
them Tn World WarT.

When the Axis powers
oceupied and dismembered
the Kin%dom of Yugoslavia
in 1941,

Croatian
Ustasha, in their own
state, which was Bxpanded
to include Bosnia. The
-Ful‘ﬂ with which the
Ustasha carried out their

wholesale slalighter,

forced religious conver-

| sion, and expulsion of

| the Serb population left
even the Nazis aghast.

| Ustasha vietims ted the

| resistance groups, the
Chetniks and the

25+ The Partisans, the Com-
1 munist resistance force

““f comed a rowing namber
of Muslim and Troatian

1ment with the Ustasha

1a generall

land waged an aggres-

| |I‘I'IJ|,E

s
\"I\".'ll

hey installed
{a{ﬁcisl:s, the

enocidal program of

ranks of two competing

Partisans.

ed by Tito, also were 4
predominantly Serb
roup (Tito himself was
half-Croatian, half-
Slovenian), but they wel-

vecruits as disillusion-

regime increased an
Chetnik outrages contin-
ued. The Partisans ‘ﬁ)ught
defensive
wal against Axis forces

sive campaign against
the Chetniks, whom they
eventually crushed.



Bosnias Muslims
could be found
on all sides of
the conflict. A
few even allied
themselves with
the Chetniks.
Others joined in
the Ustasha
persecution of
the Serbs. Sev-
eral thousand
volunteered with
the Germans
for a Muslim S.5.
division which
carvied out
anti-Serb atroc-
ities.

As chaos spread, some Muslims formed auton-

omous defense units for protection against any
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and all threats, and in greater and %reater
numbers Mus!ims\joir\edgthe multi-ethnic Pac
tisans, which led to more Chetnik reprisals.

Hundreds of thousands of Serbs were killed in
the war, mostly by the Ustasha, but the Mus-
lims lost a gréatér percanta.se of their popu-
lation, mastlg in Chetnik attatks and massacres,
many of which took place in Eastern Bosnia.
THERE
WAS PLENTY
OF KILLING IN
3 THE WAR,
) MUSLIMS BY
CHETNIKS.

i X .
Ti"leg were coming and oing whenever the

liked? in small grotps, blrning houses, killing
people, rapin% wornen... Muslims in this area did
not have angthing to defend themselves with.

“The Chetniks
raped and

¢ ughter:_,’_d...
50 many of my

| cousing and

Muslims in
this area. The
worst things
happened in
FJ{;&. g
village of my
fanily, Bucije
,..over the
River Dril"la,thﬂ-
Chetniks com-
letely blew up,
and w_)omgsﬁré
th._".i_ -rL‘?Ll.I"I N .
kiHE’d, We're J
‘ba-lking aAbout
the nien..

“When people
heard that
these groups

were hiding

themselvesor

escap u-\i some-
2, My

mh ther

Aid himself
with the help
of his wife
for nearly one

edar under

he cows' shed
in the ground...

"Inthat time, Muslims...escaped from Gorazde...

ganized themselves in groups and ran
place to the other bécause of the
he Chetniks and the Ustasha. My
and Visoko.

H VETR

“My grandfather and grandmother sometimes
tried to explain 10 me‘what happened during
World War I, but I did not listen, or listened
with one ear.”




Whit and I brought up the ibili
that his government m'i:_'qht sueg;s&gtl e

ANY OTHER
PART OF
BOSNIA.

for a chunk of Serb 4erritory around Sarajevo,

WE SHOULD \> -, - I v
NOT GIVE uP o .. 2 B
GORAZDE FOR PNVl |

’ HORRIBLE, WHAT

Eehefﬁ
1d, koo
\nee

IT IS VERY

‘V’ \/ |
A /4
HAS BEFALLEN US, ?‘ ‘

THE MALEFACTORS
MUST BE SENT TO
THE HAGUE TO




As well as I got to know Riki, and as many times as I
Acved. he remained reticent about his Experiences in com-
ficst met, he told me as much as he
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WE
ESCAPED JusT
AHEAD OF THEM.
WE HAD TO STOP
EVERY 15 MINUTES
BECAUSE MY HUs-

nad one heated

room and plenty |-
of couch space. |

f the fami

51 field stretched
downwards

from the

+ |house to the
- [Drina river...
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One evening, while Edin and T were sitting

| THEY

}, WERE ASKING,

/' “HOw 15 YOUR FAM
ILY? WHAT 18 THE

CONDITION OF OUR

HOUSES, WHO 15 |
LIVING IN THEM &

around di estin_?, she rushed in from the
balcony. She could hear the Serbs singing

aceoss the river
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[Edin and T stepped out there b
heara.thing. PP u re but Cou

INTEREST
To SPEAK
WiITH
THEM.




