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1. Course Description
This one-semester course seeks to shed light on some key issues of Post-Soviet security related primarily to armed conflicts, energy security and religious extremism. 
2. Course Expectations
Willingness and ability to employ substantial research and analytical skills, as well as argumentation skills are indispensable features for those willing to succeed in the course. In addition to learning basic facts on the topic of the course, this rather seminar-style course is intended to contribute to developing methodological and analytical skills among the students. Students are strongly encouraged to attend all the classes; attendance, key to a successful complement of the course, is not a formal requirement, though. 
3. Course Requirements
a. One 20min presentation on a chosen topic (30%)
b. Active participation in class discussion (10%), in exceptional cases up to 30%
c. Final Test (60%)
For detailed information on particular course requirements and evaluation criteria see pp.5-7 of the syllabus. For the list of presentation topics see p.4 
4. Course Evaluation
90%-100% = A 

80%-89% = B 

70%-79% = C 

69% and below = failed

5. Course Structure 
1. Introductory Seminar

2. The  Changing Meanings of Security

3. The Genesis of Post-Soviet Russian Foreign Policies and the Concept of „Near Abroad“ 

4. The Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh 

5. The Conflicts in South Ossetia and Abkhazia

6. The Conflicts in Chechnya

7. The Transnistria Conflict

8. The Caspian Oil and Gas Epopee

9. Islamism and Extremism in the North Caucasus

10. Islamism and Extremism in Central Asia

11. Perspectives of Post-Soviet Security 

12. The Final Test
6. Reading Assignment – Required Reading
Students are required to always read the reading assignment prior to coming to classes; all the reading assignment is available online  to make sure that the students have an easy and unrushed access to it. Reading assignment is quite limited in contents and scope (1-2 articles with an average of 30pages per week) and only gives students some basic history-focused background information; to successfully complete the course, the students need to regularly read suggested readings, as well as regularly attend classes.  

1. Introductory Seminar
2. The  Changing Meanings of „Security“
http://www.princeton.edu/~dbaldwin/selected%20articles/Baldwin%20(1997)%20The%20Concept%20of%20Security.pdf 

3. The Genesis of Post-Soviet Russian Foreign Policies and the Concept of „Near Abroad“ 
http://books.google.cz/books?id=jOVY-bntWL8C&pg=PA155&lpg=PA155&dq=Michael+Mandelbaum,+ed.,.+The+New+Russian+Foreign+Policy&source=bl&ots=jh8xA1NKiN&sig=zyxwliol4VTKFYcVs1i3xQW8W7E&hl=cs&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=3&ct=result#PPA23,M1 (pp. 33-63)
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/assets/hip/us/hip_us_pearsonhighered/samplechapter/0205189938.pdf 

4. The Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh 
http://www.core-hamburg.de/documents/yearbook/english/04/Souleimanov.pdf
5. The Conflicts in South Ossetia and Abkhazia
http://www.core-hamburg.de/documents/yearbook/english/04/K%F6nig.pdf 
http://www.core-hamburg.de/documents/yearbook/english/04/Auch.pdf
6. The Conflicts in Chechnya
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/641/1/Hughes.Chechnya.Civil_Wars.pdf 
7. The Transnistria Conflict
http://www.bmlv.gv.at/pdf_pool/publikationen/wg3-sofransky.pdf 

8. The Caspian Oil and Gas Epopee
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1074/mr1074.chap6.pdf 
http://www.alternativesjournal.net/volume5/number1&2/yazdani.pdf 

9. Islamism and Extremism in the North Caucasus
http://www.core-hamburg.de/documents/yearbook/english/06/SouleimanovHorak-en.pdf (pp.271-279)
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/Silkroadpapers/0607Islam.pdf (parts related to the North Caucasus)

10. Islamism and Extremism in Central Asia
http://www.core-hamburg.de/documents/yearbook/english/06/SouleimanovHorak-en.pdf (pp.279-287) 
http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/Silkroadpapers/0607Islam.pdf (parts related to Central Asia)

11. Perspectives of Post-Soviet Security 

12. The Final Test
7. Reading Assignment - Suggested Reading (available at the Jinonice library)

Andrei Melville – Tatiana Shakleina, Russian foreign policy in transition: Concepts and realities. New York: CEU Press, 2005.

Svante E. Cornell, Small nations and great powers: A study of ethnopolitical conflict in the Caucasus. London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2001.

Gordon M. Hahn, Russia’s Islamic threat. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2007.

Pavel K. Baev, Russian energy policy and military power: Putin's quest for greatness. New York: Routledge, 2008.

Adeeb Khalid, Islam after communism: religion and politics in Central Asia. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007.
8. Presentation Topics (a total of 18)
1. Introductory Seminar

2. The  Changing Meanings of „Security“

3. The Genesis of Post-Soviet Russian Foreign Policies and the Concept of „Near Abroad“ 
a. The Evolution of the Russian Approaches toward the „Near Abroad“ in the 1990s

b. Putin's Policies toward the „Near Abroad“
4. The Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh 
a. The Interests and Policies of Russia, Turkey and Iran in the Karabakh War (1992-1994): A Comparative Analysis

b. The Genesis of Negotiation Process Over Nagorno-Karabakh (1994-2012)
5. The Conflicts in South Ossetia and Abkhazia
a. Russia’s Role in the South Ossetia and Abkhazia Wars (early 90s)

b. The Russia-Georgia War of 2008: Its Roots and Consequences
6. The Conflicts in Chechnya
a. Moscow’s Policies of Chechenization 

b. From Nationalism to Jihad? The Evolution of the Chechen Insurgency 
7. The Transnistria Conflict
a. Russia’s Role in the Armed Phase of the Transnistria Conflict 

b. Perspectives of the Conflict Settlement in Transnistria 
8. The Caspian Oil and Gas Epopee
a. The Issue of the Caspian Sea Legal Status: A Comparative Analysis of Legal Standpoints of Caspian Littoral States and the USA and Their Genesis 

b. Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Novorossiysk, Caspian Pipeline Consortium: A Comparative Politico-Economic Analysis of the Three Routes 
9. Islamism and Extremism in the North Caucasus and Russia
a. The Spread of Salafi Islam and Establishment of Jamaats in the North Caucasus: A Dangerous Phenomenon?
b.  A Comparative Analysis of the North Caucasus and Volga-Ural Islam 
10. Islamism and Extremism in Central Asia
a. The Spread of Salafi Islam in Central Asia: A Dangerous Phenomenon?

b. The Ferghana Valley: Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
11. Perspectives of Post-Soviet Security 
a. The Gaz(prom) Factor in Russia‘s Policies Towards „Near Abroad“ 

b. The NATO in Ukraine and Georgia? An Assessment of a Widely Discussed Enlargement 
12. The Final Test
9. Course Requirements: Additional Information 
A. PRESENTATIONS (30%)
1. Students are supposed to write a short (ca 1-2 page) handout of their presentations’ main points – in accordance with the outlined structure (see below) - and distribute it among their colleagues and the lecturer before their presentations start. (Note that handouts are not thought to be essays). 

2. Failure to hand in a handout before the start of one’s presentation may lead to either disqualification of one’s presentation or a lower grade for it. 
3. Presentation topics are to be chosen by students until the 2nd week of the course at the latest. Otherwise students will be given a free topic out of remaining free ones by the lecturer.

4. In case there are free topics after the 2nd week, students are encouraged to take unchosen presentations (up to one for a single student)  in addition to the one they are requited to take.
5. Presentations are expected to have a duration of 20min. Presentations significantly above (more than 25min) or below (less than 15 min) the time limit can be accepted only in exceptional cases.    

6. Only those presentations given in class can be accepted. No written texts can substitute for missed presentations. 

7. Topics of already taken presentations cannot be changed unless previously approved (7 days in advance) by the lecturer. 

8. Dates of giving taken presentations cannot be changed unless previously approved – in exceptional cases. 

9. A student who has already taken a presentation topic but cannot give it in class due to any reasons is encouraged to agree with a colleague of him/her to timely replace him/her on the day of presentation. 

10. Failure to deliver an already chosen presentation automatically leads to one’s disqualification in the course unless being timely replaced by a colleague (see point 9). 

11. Students are encouraged to inform the lecturer about their failure to give presentations well in advance, though doing so will not exempt them from the above rules. 

12. All presentations are to be individual. No group presentations are accepted. 

13. Students are expected to use sources of their own choice while preparing their presentations. 
14. Students are strongly encouraged to start carrying out research on their respective topics of presentations well in advance. 
Information on the Structure of Presentations  
All presentations are expected to have the following structure:
· Introduction (explain the importance of the chosen topic);
· Methodology (explain the way you have proceeded while carrying out research on your topic; mention and/or characterize particular sources used by you; familiarize the audience with the structure of your presentation);
· Theses (familiarize the audience with the theses that you are going to unveil);
· Core of the presentation (try to be as concise and clear as possible; explicate events rather than bring a pure chronological order of them; bear in mind that learning chronology per se is not the goal of the course); 
· Conclusion (draw up a clear conclusion emphasizing most important points of your presentation) ;

· Presentation-givers are expected to prepare 3 topic-related questions for class and be ready to answer them if necessary. 

Presentations will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

· Format (introduction/conclusion, methodology, interconnectedness of individual parts of the presentation, compliance with time requirements etc., see below);

· Contents (quality of research and prepared questions);

· Argumentation skills;

For each of the above three criteria, a maximum of 10 per cent can be earned. 
B. ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSION (10%)
Those students, who have actively participated in class discussion and/or have contributed to class discussion by thoughtful comments, will be told by the lecturer about their per cents gained on the 12th week of the course at the latest. 

In exceptional cases, a maximum of 30 per cent can be given.
C. THE FINAL TEST (60%)
Students are required to write one final test. There will be 20 test questions with four options given (A, B, C, D) out of which students are required to choose a single correct answer. The aim of the test is to examine students’ knowledge of factual information pertaining to both required reading assignment and lecture/seminar topics. The time designated for the test is up to 60min.

In case of failure, a second (and final) test can be taken by a student. 
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